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First News is a regular publication for members and friends of First United Methodist Church.  Articles for the newsletter should be 
submitted to the Church Office no later than the 15th of the month before the Newsletter goes out.
Church Office Hours: Monday –Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. Phone (804) 458-8076
Visit our website: www.fumchopewell.org
Chris Andress., Senior Pastor Judy L. Blevins, Director of Music 
                      , Admin. Asst. Nancy Honaker, Organist
Dennis Foxworth, Lay Leader Margie E. Dowden, Nursery Attendant

First News Non-Profit Organization
First United Methodist Church U. S. Postage

P. O. Box 636 PAID
Hopewell, Virginia 23860-0636 Hopewell, Virginia

Permit No. 32
Address Service Requested

         FIRST NEWS....................................Welcome Spring!
           U
           M First United Methodist Church, Hopewell, VA
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Greetings Church!

We are First United Methodist Church and we are Connecting in Christ, 
Growing in faith, Serving in Love, and Making Disciples of Jesus Christ. That 
is our mission statement. We get a chance to say it together every Sunday 
morning. We get even more opportunities to live it together between 
Sundays!

1 Corinthians 15:20:  But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.

We just celebrated Christ’s resurrection on Easter! That is not the only time 
we celebrate it though. We celebrate it with every breath we breathe, every
word we say, and every muscle we move. We celebrate it every day we arise
from sleep. Christ is alive! Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! People have 
been seeing Christ in the people of First United Methodist Church for 100 
years. This April 23rd and 24th will be a special time to Re-Connect, Re-Grow, 
Re-Serve, and Re-make Disciples of Christ. There is more information in this 
very newsletter about the celebration. I can’t wait to see you then! Make 
your reservation today!

Until then, how are you going to Connect, Grow, Serve, and Make Disciples?

Chris



MAKE YOUR
RESERVATIONS!

Saturday, April 23rd

& Sunday, April 24th

DON’T MISS THE
CELEBRATION!

FUMC is 100 Years Old this
year – join the Celebration!

 ONE COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:30 AM! 

Our Celebration will begin with a delicious dinner on Saturday night, prepared
and  served  by  “Catered  Affairs  by  Shelby”  in  our  beautifully  renovated
Fellowship Hall!  Following the dinner, special guests will be invited to share a
few  memories  of  their  times  at  FUMC.   Rev.  Daniel  Elmore  will  be  the
featured speaker – most of us will remember Daniel from his childhood to his
present position as Associate Pastor of Pender United Methodist Church in
Northern Virginia.  The evening promises to be a memorable event!  

On Sunday, our guest preacher will be Bishop Young Jin Cho of the Virginia
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.   We are  privileged  to  have
Bishop  Cho  visit  with  us,  fitting  us  into  his  busy  schedule  prior  to  his
retirement later this year.  The Chancel Choir will present special music, and
Dr. Trudy Rickman will return to play duets with our own Nancy Honaker!  A
reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall.  Plan to be part of this important

day in the history of First United Methodist Church.  If you did not receive
your invitation, please contact the church office for reservation details.

Children’s Ministries News
Pioneer Club:  The Pioneer Club is going strong and is a huge success.  We 
are in need of volunteers to help teach.

Children’s Choir:  Children are offered participation in the Children’s choir 
during Children’s church on the 3rd and 4th Sundays and is located on the 
second floor of the education wing.  The Children will be singing on the 2nd 
Sunday of the month and this exciting ministry is lead by Cindy Altman.  

Children’s Church:  Children’s church is provided on the 1st, 2nd and 5th 
Sunday during the 11:00AM worship service for children age four through 
fifth grade and is located in the Chapel.  It is team led, and follows the 
Pastor’s Children’s Time in the Sanctuary service.  All children are invited to 
attend Children’s Church, but are also welcome to remain in the Sanctuary 
service.  

Sunday School Updates:  The children are meeting with Cindy Altman at 
9:45 on Sunday mornings for a time of song prior to going to their classes at 
10:00.  We are looking to add a new curriculum starting in the fall.  More 
information to follow in the coming months.

Children’s Ministry Leaders/Volunteers needed:   We are in need of 
volunteers for Pioneer Club, Children’s Church and Sunday School.  I pray 
that you will consider volunteering your talents in this exciting ministry as 
we live our mission statement.  

Connecting in Christ, Growing in Faith, Serving in Love, 
and Making Disciples of Jesus Christ!

FUMC
Celebrating
100 Years!
1916-2016



Thank you for your support of the Children!
Kim Taylor (804)720-1489

United Methodist Women
 
The annual UMW Spring Pancake Breakfast will be on Saturday, April 2nd, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  See any UMW member 
for a ticket. Tickets are a $5.00 donation and will be available at the door.  
The proceeds benefit mission projects of United Methodist Women.
 
 

Family Ministries
On behalf of Family, Children and Youth, THANK YOU for the support during 
our luncheon for Ryan Williamson! Together we raised over $1,000 that will 
be sent to Randolph Foundation for the Ryan Williamson Scholarship.
Love grows at First United Methodist Church!

April Stewardship

Ushers: Jimmy Lovelady, Bunn Armstrong, Wil Frederiksen, Donald Parr, 
Scott Williamson, Mackenzie Parr

Greeters:  8:45 a.m. –  (1) Christy Frank, (2) Joyce Purr and Ben Farmer (3), 
June Capron and Curly Moore, (4), Margie Dowden

11:00 a.m. – Carolyn Foxworth and Carolyn Rainey

Treasurer’s Report for Month Ending February 28, 2016
Operating fund:

Beginning balance as of 1/31/16.............9,842.37
Income for February..............................21,704.03
Expenses for February..........................(20,086.55)
Balance as of 2/29/16...........................11,459.85

Designated Funds Balance........................36,978.14.
Money Market Balance ............................55,370.70
Love & Needy (Separate Checking Account)..........500.00

To my wonderful and loving church family:
You blessed our family with such a thoughtful and loving gesture by 

having the delicious luncheon for Ryan’s scholarship fund.  And a special 
thank you to Kim Taylor and Angie Hildreth, whom, I am pretty sure, were 
the original instigators of this wonderful event.  The First Church family is 
largely responsible for our reaching the endowment requirements and 
additional funding goals set in order to present the first scholarship in 2017 
in honor of Ryan.  Your loving generosity is amazing.  

Also, for only the second time in my life, I have had to deal with some 
physical issues that have slowed my activities.  But, my minor ailments pale 
in comparison to those of so many in our church family.  My little bit of 
discomfort causes my heart to go out even more to those with real illnesses.
At the same time, your thoughtfulness in the form of cards, phone calls, 
food, offers of help and the always “Hey Billy, how are you feeling?” are 
heart-warming and appreciated. God Bless you all.

Billy Williamson

United Methodist Men
Spaghetti Dinner, Friday, May 13th 

5pm until 7pm
Ticket price is $7.00 -- kids under 10 eat free



First United Methodist Church

FUMC Membership,

I have been wondering how best to approach an issue that I, as Finance 
Committee Chairman and we, as a congregation, are experiencing.  I want to 
reach everyone at FUMC, hence this newsletter article.

Many of you may have heard of “concerns” within the finance areas of our 
church.  Actually, rather than concerns, I feel that we have opportunities and 
improvements at hand.

In 2014, a subtle change was implemented in preparing the budget for 2015 which
provides for more detailed budget planning.  Later that year, an Audit Committee 
was formed and tasked with doing an actual audit on our books, beginning with 
the year 2013.  This took a lot of work on the part of the three people who met, 
twice in most weeks, for the better part of a year, to determine that the funds of 
FUMC were being handled properly. And that financial policies were being 
adhered to.  The formal Report of the Auditing Committee was presented to the 
Church Council and was distributed as directed.  As a result of that audit, several 
procedural changes have and are being implemented.

The first change was the form used for Expense Vouchers.   The form layout was 
changed to refocus the form on the “Department” and Budget Line Item to be 
charged.  In addition, the responsibility of the approval of the expense item is 
directed to the Chairperson of the Committee or Work Area which is responsible 
for that area of the budget. 

The next procedural modification is a direct result of the audit and is directed at 
changes in the Offering Counter Procedures.   This has been an arduous task in 
that learning a different way of performing a task you have been doing for years 
(in some cases, twenty – thirty years) can be rather daunting.  Additionally, the 
procedure and forms have been modified so that the person fulfilling the duties of 
the Financial Secretary will have information to prove back to when posting the 
offerings to the records.  

Unfortunately, the changes involved in these procedures have resulted in a number of 
resignations from the Counter Roster.  
Please, if you are able to work with numbers and are willing to serve 2 - 3 hours once 
every two months after church, contact me and I’ll be glad to discuss the procedure with 
you.  This is a vital and responsible position and… your church needs your help!

Another major event in 2015 was the formation of an Information Technology (IT) 
Committee by the Church Council.  Last Fall, the Committee investigated many Church 
Management Systems (ChMS) and purchased a ChMS system which will be implemented 
sometime in the first half of 2016.  First we must “set it up” and then we will have to enter
the data to catch up.  This is presenting an additional challenge to a lot of us but which 
will result in an enhanced reporting platform as well as achieving greater tools for use by 
our pastor and other church leaders.

Beginning with the New Year (2016), we are pleased to have Carol Elmore as our 
Treasurer.  Carol replaces the very capable Diane Parr, who, after more than eight years in
the job, is yielding to the pressures of a young family requiring more parental time and 
involvement in their activities and additional pressures from her full time occupation.  
Carol has held this position in the past and so, brings experience to the position.

While the SPR Committee searches for a new Administrative Assistant / Financial 
Secretary, many of us are also volunteering to cover the tasks of keeping the church office 
open, preparing bulletins and newsletters, organizing the physical areas and storage, 
sending response letters to Memorial Donors, posting information to District systems, 
preparing for the mailing of the quarterly statements to our faithful givers, etc.  

Please bear with us.  The Lord will see us through!

Carl Brundin
Finance Committee Chairman
Phone: 804-862-8749  e-mail:  CebJr40@aol.com



City of Hopewell Celebrating Its 100  th   Anniversary This Year

The below information was taken from a Letter from Mark A. Haley, City
Manager of the City of Hopewell:

This year is the 100th anniversary of the City Hopewell and they have
planned events throughout the year to mark this milestone. As with any
celebration, the City wants to make sure the guests are entering into a
clean  and  decorated  atmosphere  that  leaves  a  lasting,  positive
impression.  Accordingly, they are planning to do a city-wide cleaning in
preparation for the guests and they are asking for  our help to assist
them with this monumental task. They have selected the 8-day period
from Saturday, April 2nd through Sunday, April 10th as the special 100th

Anniversary City-wide Cleanup.  If you are able to help, please contact
Charles Dane, Assistant City Manager at cdane@hopewellva.gov or 804-
541-2271 and he will work with you to identify a location or locations
that you may be willing to assist with that will make the greatest impact
possible and avoid duplicating areas which might lessen the potential
impact.

HOPEWELL FOOD PANTRY SUGGESTION FOR APRIL 
 IS CANNED SOUPS.  

Any other non-perishable food items will also be appreciated.  Bring your
donations for the Hopewell Food Pantry with you to church and place in baskets

at end of main hallway of education wing.

The Food Pantry is looking for a new location.  The space needs to be 2000-2500
square feet and have a “flat” entrance and back door.

Please call Dick Commander, 530-3546. 

Blackstone Conference & Retreat Center

March 24, 2016
 
 
VUMAC has been very much a part of the Virginia Annual 
Conference for a long time, therefore we are grateful to all 
those who have been a part of the Center -- Its ministry and 
mission.
 
It is with heavy hearts that we have to inform you and your 
event/group that the Board of Directors of VUMAC has made 
the painful decision to cease operations of VUMAC on May 7, 
2016.  The Board reached the decision after much prayer.  This 
decision was not an easy one however attempting to be good 
stewards of the facility entrusted to our care, this action had to 
be taken.
 
We ask that you remember the employees past and present 
who have served the facility faithfully for many years.  We will 
always be indebted to them for their commitment to VUMAC.
 
We thank God for all who we have had the privilege to 
associating with at the Conference Retreat Center, and the 
impact it has had on our lives.

Blessings,
Samuel A. (Sam) McCracken
Executive Director
The Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center, Inc
DBA  Blackstone Conference & Retreat Center
707 Fourth Street

mailto:cdane@hopewellva.gov


Blackstone, Virginia  23824

The next edition of FIRST NEWS will be the May edition. All articles should 
be turned in to the church office no later than April 15.

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission
Here, in the Virginia Conference, there are people waiting for our help, after
the tornado outbreak of late February.  But before we can be there with 
them until the end, we must begin.  We have teams from around the 
Conference and beyond eager to come to places like Appomattox, 
Tappahannock and Waverly, eager to be the hands and feet of Christ for 
survivors whose lives were forever changed in a matter of seconds. It takes 
time and money ... Lots of money.  We need as many of our nearly 1200 
churches as possible to provide financial support so that we can repair the 
damaged homes and rebuild homes that were destroyed, all while providing
a caring Christian presence to those who have suffered loss.

You may make a gift through your local church or send a check payable to 
“Virginia United Methodist Conference” to the Virginia Conference 
Treasurer, P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA 23058. Designate “Conference 
Advance #5037 – Disaster Response” on your check. 

We have helped rebuild in many other areas of the nation. Now it is time for
us to help our own. - Forrest White, UMVIM Coordinator, VA UMC 
Conference



 

UMCOR Response to Refugees and Migrants

UMCOR is responding to the many migrants fleeing war-torn regions such as
Syria. If you would like to make a donation to UMCOR for aiding the 
European refugees, you may make your check payable to UMCOR Global 
Refugee/Migration Advance #3022144. This specific wording will direct 
100% of your donation to this mission.

You may put your check in the offering plate Sunday mornings or your
donations may be made on line through the UMCOR website

https://www.umcor.org/umcor/programs/disaster-response/international-
disaster-response/europemigrants

More than a million migrants and refugees crossed into Europe in 2015, 
sparking a crisis as countries struggled to cope with the influx, and creating 
division in the EU over how best to deal with resettling people. The 
conditions are becoming more dire as the count of refugees are ever 
increasing.

The vast majority arrived by sea but some migrants have made their way 
over land, principally via Turkey and Albania. 

Winter has not stemmed the flow of people - with 135,711 people reaching 
Europe by sea since the start of 2016, according to the UNHCR.  Hundreds 
have perished taking this dangerous journey. Those who do survive are 
facing dire conditions as they attempt to travel on to northern Europe.

https://www.umcor.org/umcor/programs/disaster-response/international-disaster-response/europemigrants
https://www.umcor.org/umcor/programs/disaster-response/international-disaster-response/europemigrants
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=3022144
https://secure3.convio.net/gbgm/site/SPageNavigator/umcor_donate.html?type=1002&project=3022144
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