
 

 

Regular Worship Service Times 

 

Saturday (casual)―5:35 p.m. 

Sunday (traditional)―8:00 a.m. 
Sunday (contemporary)―10:30 a.m. 

 
 

September 
2018 

Office phone: 815-332-7191  
Preschool (3's, 4's, and Pre-K) 

Phone: 815-332-5551 
Email: office@CTRockford.org 

For current events and meetings view our  
calendar @ www.CTRockford.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
From Your Pastor 

 

 Luther never desired to start a new church. That is well documented. He desired 

to reform and see changes made in the church that he was part of so that people would 

know truth and know real salvation in Jesus Christ alone. This brought about a bigger 

change than Luther could have even known. In the end a new church was formed and 

the world was changed. 

 It should be no surprise that Luther’s final words were ones of repentance, since 

the words that started the revolution in the 95 Thesis spoke of repentance. “When our 

Lord and Master Jesus Christ, in saying: ‘Repent’, intended that the whole life of be-

lievers should be one of repentance.” Luther knew that as Christians we are always 

coming back to Christ, returning to His grace and mercy, and finding all that we need 

there. At the end of his life, Luther did just that. Standing firm in his faith, still confes-

sion the teachings he has for the majority of his life, Luther turned again to Christ, 

knowing that all that we could need or want could be found in Christ alone. 

 And so it is with us. 500 years later we are still living this reformation reality. 

All that we do and are is still about Christ alone. We still desire to see all people know 

the truth and real salvation in Jesus Christ. We still work, live, do new and old things 

all with the hope of people growing in their faith and love of God and others. And yet in 

all that we do, we always come back to the throne of God. There we find grace. There 

we find forgiveness. There, in repentance, we turn to God trusting that what He has 

brought our way is in His plan and for our best. 

 As people of the reformation, our life is found under the cross of Christ. We trust 

God there with our life and our direction. Luther could never have known all that God 

was going to do through him for the church. We can never really know all that God is 

going to do through us for the church. However, we trust that God is working for our 

good and for His Kingdom. So we turn to Him, and find all that we need there. 

 

In Christ’s Hands, 

Pastor Jacob 

“We are all beggars, this is true.” 

~ The last words recorded by Martin Luther ~ 

 



 

 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Great News……. 
In past Congregational meetings we have discussed the need for adding part time staffing to help grow our 
ministries.  I am pleased to announced that our Elders recommended and the council has approved the hir-
ing of Pastor Chris Jung as an Assisting Pastor.   He will be working in Christian Education ministries and al-
so assisting Pastor Heine.  We are very blessed that our Lord has given us this opportunity.  Here is what Pas-
tor Chris tells us about himself: 
 
 

God’s Blessings! 
 

My name is Pastor Jung (pronounced “young”). You can also call me Pastor Chris if you prefer. I 
have been teaching Spanish for 14 years in various high schools around the country. I grew up 
near Detroit, MI and went to Concordia University, Ann Arbor. I graduated in 2004 with a degree 
in Psychology and Spanish. After teaching for several years, I earned a Master’s Degree in His-
panic Language and Culture from Wayne State University in downtown Detroit. I’ve been on 11 
mission trips to México and Guatemala as a translator. About six years ago, I received a calling to 
go to Seminary and become a pastor. I attended Concordia Seminary in St. Louis and graduated in 
2016. After the Sem, my first call was to Baltimore where I was a full-time teacher and part-
time pastor. Now I will be doing the same in Rockford at Christ the Rock! I am very excited to 
help Pastor Heine as much as my schedule allows. I am also excited to meet you all and help you 
know Jesus more. May God continue to bless you and your families as we work together in Christ’s 
Kingdom. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jung 
 

What’s going on ……. 
Here is an update on several bible studies / discussion groups that will be starting (re starting) up 
BIBLE STUDIES / CHRISTIAN ED 
Saturday Night Bible Study 4:15pm- 5:15pm, Led by Pastor Heine, studying Martin Luther 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:15am- 10:15am, Led by Pastor Heine, studying Martin Luther 
Wednesday nights Bible Study 6:30 – 8:pm Informal study along with dessert. 
Senior Bible Study (beginning September 25th) The 4th Tuesday of each month at 2pm 
Ladies Thursday Nights (beginning September 6th) 7:00 - 8:30 pm.  Led by Theresa Heine 
Men’s bible study 2nd and 4th Saturday Morning 7:00 - 8:30 am Led by Pastor Heine 
Sunday Mornings (beginning Sept. 10th) 9:15 am - 10:15 am Education for Pre-K - HS  
Sunday Morning Blended Families  An 8-week group meeting at 9:15 am on Sundays hosted by Kevin and 
Linda Kugath 

     CONFIRMATION & CROSS WALK 
Wednesday Nights (beginning September 5th) 6 to 7:30 pm-Our 4th, 5th Grade Crosswalk.   
Wednesday Nights (beginning September 5th) Confirmation - 6th through 8th grade.  

      OTHER UPCOMMING ACTIVITIES  
November Voters Meeting   
Town Hall Meetings (TBD) 
Trunk or Treat-October  
 

Check out the newsletters, slides and bulletins for additional details. 
 
Blessings 
Ken Alfrey 



 

 

 Our work continues! Last month you were introduced to the nominating committee, 

consisting of Rich Keske, Gary Holloway, Sheryl Hendryx, and Mandy Reisinger. They’ve been 
hard at work reviewing and discussing names you have submitted for consideration of being 

on the slate of candidates for the new council. Just a reminder this slate of candidates will be 
voted on during the November Voter’s Meeting, only after the proposed changes to the consti-
tution has been passed. As you know these proposed changes to the constitution reflect what 

was recommended for us by Jim Galvin, our consultant. They reflect the governance changes 
necessary to allow us to better and more effectively do ministry at Christ The Rock. 

 

As we look forward, it is exciting to see how these proposed changes will allow us to be 
more effective in ministry, grow in our ability to live out our mission, and make our visions 

become a reality. We are blessed with the opportunity to have come this far and build the 
foundation of our ministry. This blessing also give us reassurance that the core of our beliefs 
and doctrine don’t go away. But instead are the reason we are looking to become more effec-

tive and ensure our future at Christ The Rock. 
 

Envision that someone has a passion for building fellowship among our small groups. 
And this person sees an idea for a ministry to better get our small groups together to build re-
lationships. The idea would be brought to the person over Education or Congregational Care, 

who is that ministry’s Team Leader. The Team Leader is empowered to be able to resource 
this person, providing them with all the means necessary to make their idea for a new minis-
try successful. Think about how great it will be for that person to be empowered to act on 

their idea within weeks or even days! 
 

Imagine a time that a family in your community has a house fire, lost all their belong-
ings, and want to help provide the family with meals for the next 30 days. You would bring 
this to the Outreach Team Leader, who is empowered to give you all the resources and means 

necessary for you to make this short term ministry successful. How great it would be for this 
family for you to be empowered to bring that help right away when it is needed most!  

 

Picture what this means for our community, our family, and our friends to be able to 
quickly act on opportunities like this! It is exciting to look into our future and see how quickly 

and efficiently we can love and care for others. What an invigorating time ahead for all of us to 
be able to more effectively reach out to our communities with actions that impact God’s  
Kingdom through Jesus Christ! 
 

 

Task Force members: 
 

 Kathy Holloway   Jane Schmidt   Joli Robinson 

 Joe Rangel    Bill Davidson   Pastor Heine (advisory) 

 Ken Alfrey (advisory)  Doreen Peterson (advisory)      Kevin Kugath (advisory) 

Task Force Governance Update 



 

 

Stocks and Mutual Funds 
 

Christ the Rock can now accept gifts of 
stocks and mutual funds electronically. 
Such a gift may have certain tax benefits 
for you so please consult with your tax ad-
visor or financial planner. If you would like 
to make a gift like this please contact John 
Hallman, Financial Officer at 815-397-
7027, or  
johnhhallman@prodigy.net . 

 

 

 

 

 

July Financial Summary: 
  
July income (less Debt Reduction) was $1,026 more than last year 
Operating fund has $23,001 more than last year. 
  
YTD Financials through July 31, 2018: 
  
Total Income (less Debt Reduction): $235,652 (was $241,299 last year) 
Debt Reduction: $29,408 
  
Total Expenses: $241,010 (was $212,255 last year) 
  
Net Income: -$5,358 (was +$29,044 last year) 
   
Major Fund Balances (July 31, 2018): 
Operating Fund: $74,425 (was $51,424 last year) 
Thrivent Choice: $3,299; 
Today, Tomorrow & Beyond Fund: $40,165; 
Designated Memorial Fund: $1,217; 
General Memorial Fund: $1,322 (includes interest); 
Endowment Fund: $27,659; 
Mortgage: $178,404 (was $237,991 last year) 
   
Preparation for the 2019 Budget will begin in September. I will be 
sending out a worksheet showing actuals from 2017 and 2018 
through July to help you in estimating 2019 expenses. 
  
Our checking account was at the former Alpine Bank and we are 
keeping an eye on the transition activity to make sure that every-
thing is still working at it was previously. 
  
In Christ; 
John Hallman 

BUDGET 

mailto:johnhhallman@prodigy.net


 

 

 
The Board of Outreach would like to thank all the volunteers who do-
nated their time at our Back To School Celebration! Your smiling fac-
es, warm greetings, and fun conversations with the community were 
such a blessing to those who are in a challenging moment in life.  We 
also want to thank the many, many people who donated supplies. 
Each child that attended received a bag of supplies!  In addition, God 
granted us an opportunity to disperse supplies to a downtown neigh-
borhood with youth that were in desperate need for help with school 
supplies. As we prayed for God to lead us in blessing our community, 
we are reminded again that He crafted the perfect situation for us to 
be able to praise and honor His name. 
 
In our devotions last month our board reflected on Philippians 4:13. 
This verse reads “I can do all this through him who gives me 
strength.” On the heels following the Back To School event, we were 
reminded how many times things are overwhelming. Or things not 
coming together the way we planned. Or even start to think, maybe I 
can’t do this! Yet God has carried us time and time again, and will 
continue! What a joy it is for each of us to know that wherever we are 
in life, regardless of how easy or hard the task at hand is, we can 
have confidence that we WILL get through it because the Lord gives 
us all the strength we need.  
           
                                                                                                                  
Joli Robinson 

Coming Soon! 
 

Team CTR 5k Run for Youth For Christ, September 29
th
 

Mosaic Day 
Youth Mentoring 



 

 

A MAN NAMED MARTIN-Sunday Mornings at 9:15am.  Martin Luther helped form the belief of the modern day 
Lutheran church.  Come and learn who he was, what he did, and how it all turned out.  Pastor Heine is teaching 
this class in the last room in the Education Hall. 
A MAN NAMED MARTIN-This class meets on Saturday Evening at 4:15pm in the fish bowl with Pastor Heine. 
Martin Luther helped form the belief of the modern day Lutheran church.  Come and learn who he was, what he 
did, and how it all turned out.   
SENIOR BIBLE STUDY– Fall Start-up will be on Tuesday, September 25th at 2:00pm. After that we will meet 
every 4th Tuesday of the month in the Fish Bowl. Contact Ruth Sherman 815/397-6790 for information.  
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY– We meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.  The video lasts about 20-30 
minutes and then a discussion.  Anyone is Welcomed!!. We then do a related Bible Study on what we have 
seen. Please Contact Mari Alfrey for more information marialfrey@aol.com .  

MEN'S SATURDAY BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY - Your stomachs and spirits will be nourished if you join 
us for our bi-monthly breakfasts and Bible study on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month at 7:00am-8:30am 
in the fish bowl with Pastor. 

FALL WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY-Women's bible study this fall is going to be a bit different schedule 
than last year, We plan to meet for 6 Thursdays in a row. It will be great! Easier to remember the les-
sons from one week to the next this way!  What study are we going to do? It's called "Uninvited" 
By Lysa TerKeurst.  We will start the study Thursday Sept 6th and will meet Sept 12, Sept 20, Sept 
27, Oct 4 and Oct 11, from 7pm-8:30pm.  Please contact Theresa Heine to reserve your books (No 
charge) 815-580-8298 or mrsh81503@gmail.com   

Co-Ed Adult Classes 

 Class for Women 

MOPS-MOPS will be starting back up Sept 7th 9am-11am. They will meet on the first and third friday of 
each month throughout the school year. Moms of young children (pregnancy to age 5yrs old) are wel-
come!!  ***We do need help!*** Please Contact Theresa Heine 815-580-298/ mrsh81503@gmail.com if 
you are available to help with childcare, as a regular helper or as a substitute. We are expecting about 
20 children at each meeting (or possibly more as the group grows) and we try hard to keep the child 
care room numbers small. We do provide a story, craft and snack for the children (most prefer to play 
with their friends and be read to, its a fun time!). Thank you!!   
 
TODDLER TIME-Fall start up date will be Tuesday, September 18th from 9:30am til 10:30am. We meet 
every week!  Come and Play and make new Friends!! 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 

Class for Men 

Bible Study-Fall Schedule 

PARENTS WITH SMALL CHILDREN 

Reunion Weekend/ Sunday School kick off weekend September 8/9 during the Bible study hour.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS STARTING!!  Sept 16th 

NEW THIS FALL-ADULT CLASS FOCUSED ON BLENDED FAMILIES-As you may know the blended family 
is a common family dynamic .The Smart Step Family DVD Series is 8 weeks with author Ron Deal with family 
life ministry.  The author offers usable solutions for everyday living, practical tips for raising stepkids, and 
ways to strengthen the couple's marriage. Kevin and Linda Kugath will be leading this study 9:15am Sunday 
mornings in the glass meeting room just outside the sanctuary, aka "The Fish bowl" If you would like more  
info, please email them at  kugie6@comcast.net . 

Pastor Jacob has kindly offered to come up with Bible Trivia questions for all ages. We will play as teams of 
mixed ages and there will be a chance to win some prizes!  It will be a great time for snacks, fellowship and to 
test your bible knowledge. Come Saturday the 8th of Sept at 4:15pm or Sunday the 9th at 9:15am. Both times 
will be in the gym. (Pastor will provide different questions for each session, just in case you would like to really 
be put to the test!) 

School is starting this month and fall is just around the corner, what a great time to start attending Bible 
classes and Sunday School on Sunday mornings!  We are looking for some helpers, teachers, or substitutes 
for the children's and MS/HS classes. Are you able to help? Please contact Amanda Reisinger 
at Reisinger01@gmail.com if you would like more information or able to help the Sunday School out.  

mailto:marialfrey@aol.com
mailto:mrsh81503@gmail.com
mailto:mrsh81503@gmail.com
mailto:kugie6@comcast.net
mailto:Reisinger01@gmail.com


 

 

 

2019 LCMS Youth Gathering Meeting - The tri-annual Youth Gathering of the LCMS is coming up next July in Minneapolis, MN. It is 
time to start planning for this wonderful event. All those who are currently 8th graders through Seniors in High School are encouraged 
to attend. We will have an organizational meeting on Sunday, September 9th at noon to give you as much information as we can and 
to begin the registration process. For more information or questions please talk to Mandy Reisinger or Pastor Heine. 
 
High School Youth Group Cookout - School is back in session, but that means it is time to launch Impact 4:12, our High School 
Youth Ministry! We will have a cookout and backyard games on September 9th at 12:30pm (immediately following the Youth Gathering 
meeting). Come for the meeting, stay for the fun! See Pastor Heine for more information! 

 

 

 

 
VBS does not happen without a lot of help from our congregation and we had an outpouring of help! Over 70 people 
helped in one way or another with VBS and that doesn't even count those who donated or loaned us supplies. 
Thank you for keeping us from being SHIPWRECKED (our theme)! We had a record number of children register for 
VBS--132! 
 
Congratulations to those at VBS who learned all the Bible verses for the week! 
Layla Doty 
Lila Geske 
Lea Carlson  
Ella Carlson  
Talayna Steiner and  
Joy Peterson   
They received a stuffed animal such as a sloth, a seahorse, or a toucan which were some of our VBS mascots! 
 
Our mission project was to earn money for draught tolerant seeds that would be planted in Haiti. $10 will provide 
food (via those seeds) for a child for a year. We collected enough money for 60 children to eat for a year! We went 
over our goal of $500! 
 
After our VBS was over, our decorations traveled to Holy Family, St. Andrews, Immanuel Lutheran in Belvidere, New 
Life Lutheran Church and a Lutheran church in Aurora who had nothing budgeted for VBS. They sent their church 
bus for our used decorations. They were very happy to get our decorations. Christ the Rock was not the only church 
that benefited from everyone's help! Thank you all so much! 
Ruth Anne Feller/VBS Director 

KINDNESS ROCKS –Wednesday September 12th 6:00pm-8:00pm 

Join our youth in painting Rocks! We supply the rocks, and paint supplies, you bring 

YOU! (Suggest you wear old clothes or a paint shirt.) RSVP requested contact Meghan 

Becker at 815/543-1661. 



 

 

Other LCMS Happenings  

 

You’re invited:  October 12-14 

 

High school sophomores, juniors and seniors 

who are interested in becoming LCMS churc 

professionals are invited to register for 

CUC’s Careers for Christ Weekend, which 

will begin with checkin at 6:30pm Friday, 

Oct 12, and conclude after brunch Suday, 

Oct. 14. 

 

The entire weekend experience will cost $75 

per person, which includes all activities and 

materials; housing, meals, including dinner in 

Chicago, transportation during the event, and 

a Careers for Christ T-shirt. 

 

Regstration is now open! 

Register online at  CUChicago.edu/C4C. 

After you complete the online registration, 

download a permission form from the web-

site and send the completed form, along with 

your registration fee, to CUC’s Office of  

Undergraduate Admission. 

Coming to Immanuel Lutheran Church on 

Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 6:30pm. Tickets 

go on sale September 1st—$15.00/person. 

Childcare available upon request. 



 

 

September Birthdays 

 

 

September Anniversaries 

 

  

Roger & Jane Schmidt   9/ 1    61 Years 

Kyle & Brittany Elmer    9/ 4      8 Years  

Dave & Jane Williams   9/ 4    25 Years 

Dan & Peggy Argall    9/ 5    37 Years 

Rob & Ann Warren    9/11   37 Years 

Nathan & Jessica Grove 9/15   17 Years 

Matt & Joli Robinson    9/17   13 Years 

Ryan & Brenda Pierson  9/18   19 Years 

Jeromie & Deana Gass   9/22     6 Years 

Justin & Paige Shaw    9/23     1 Year 

Bill & Rebecca Maplesden 9/28   16 Years 

Rae & Dawn Denby    9/28     5 Years 

Daniel & Ketura Dor    9/28     5 Years  

 Lorna Beu     9/ 1 

 Nolan DeBruyne    9/ 2 

 Bill Maplesden    9/ 3 

 Conley Gustafson   9/ 4 

 Chad Clendening    9/ 5 

 Kersten Neblock    9/ 5 

 Holli Spotts     9/ 5 

 Lori Hitzke     9/ 6 

 Josh Keske     9/ 9 

 Todd Modrzejewski 9/ 9 

 Ed Spotts     9/ 9 

 Dennis Lakowske   9/11 

 Chris Miller     9/12 

 Carol Robert     9/13 

 Kara Lakowske    9/14 

 Diane Roop     9/14 

 Rene Worden    9/14 

 Vickie Kelly     9/15 

 Bailey Swan     9/16 

 Tyler Grove     9/17 

 Colette Foley    9/18 

 Leanne Nikolic    9/18 

 Lucy Davidson    9/19 

 Sydney Halversen   9/19 

 Danielle Burkholder 9/21 

 Ralph Bechtold    9/22 

 Scott Ross     9/23 

 Ken Alfrey     9/24 

 Ari Foley     9/25 

 Josh Tukker     9/27 

 Tammy Modrzejewski 9/28 

 Jacob Milbourn    9/29 

 Micah Robert    9/29 

 Ryan Tukker     9/29 

 Holly Clendening    9/30 

 Kayla Clendening    9/30 

 Edward Koch    9/30 



 

 



 

 

Christ the Rock Lutheran Church 

The mission of Christ the Rock is to reach 
out to our communities with actions that impact 

God’s Kingdom through Jesus Christ. 

Saturday Evening 

       Bible Study – 4:15 p.m. 
      Worship Service - 5:35 p.m. 

 
      Sunday Morning 

    Worship Services - 8 and 
10:30 a.m. 

     Christian Ed – 9:15 a.m. 

 

Office Hours and Location 
Monday thru Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. 
8330 Newburg Rd, Rockford, IL 61108 

Phone: 815-332-7191    
 

www.CTRockford.org 
Check out the website for Pastor Heine’s sermons and  

monthly newsletter and much more!  
 

Contact Information 
 

Pastor: Pastor Jacob Heine, pastorheine@CTRockford.org 
 

Preschool Director: Doreen Peterson, doreenpeter-
son@CTRockford.org 

 
Office Administrator: Tammy Modrzejewski 

General Info/prayer requests: office@CTRockford.org 

http://www.CTRockford.org
mailto:pastorheine@CTRockford.org
mailto:office@CTRockford.org

