
 

 

Regular Worship Service Times 

 

Saturday (casual)―5:35 p.m. 

Sunday (traditional)―8:00 a.m. 
Sunday (contemporary)―10:30 a.m. 

 

October 
2018 

 Office phone: 815-332-7191  
Preschool (3's, 4's, and Pre-K) 

Phone: 815-332-5551 
Email: office@CTRockford.org 

For current events and meetings view our  
calendar @ www.CTRockford.org 

SAVE THE DATE 

CHRIST THE ROCK  

11TH ANNUAL TRUNK OR TREAT 

October 17th, 2018 

Rain Date:  October 18th 

 

Car Sign in:  5:00-5:40pm 

      Event:  6:00-7:30pm 

 

Sign up to have your trunk in this event at the table in the Narthex area before or after church…   

 

We are also taking donations of Candy for all our Trick or Treaters.  Last year we collected 

70,000 pieces of candy and needed to purchase more…and we are looking at the event being 

even bigger this year! PLEASE DONATE!! 



 

 

FROM YOUR PASTOR:  
 
I love when the seasons change. It is so much fun to watch the world change, rest, renew, grow, and be re-
stored. It is amazing to me to see how God has built into His creation the wonder and beauty of rhythm. Even-
ing and morning. Sleep and wake. Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall. Rhythm and balance. All in God’s design. 
 
This was all by design, because our God is a God of design. 1 Corinthians 14:33 tells us that God is a God of 
order, not disorder. He is a God of peace, not a God of chaos. He is a God of rhythm and balance. Not a God of 
disorganization and unbalance. God was purposefully when He set up creation so that we would not only be 
blessed by the rhythm and balance of seasons, but so that we would also have a pattern to follow in our own 
lives.  
 
So often we get out of balance and rhythm. Perhaps you are in a season of working too much and you have ig-
nored much needed rest and family time. God shows us that we need seasons of rest and restoration so we can 
get back to work. Perhaps you are in a season of laziness. You have spent a lot of time not engaged in work at 
home, school, and in the mission and ministry of your congregation. You have thought, “I have put in my time, 
let someone else do it.” God shows us that after we rest we are called back into service to grow and be 
changed by Him.  
 
Whatever season of life you may be in God is not calling you to stop there and set up camp. Rather, we keep 
moving. We keep experiencing the rhythm and balance of life. We know that, just like the seasons of the earth, 
we move from one season to the next.  
 
The wonder of God’s creation is astounding to me. It has 
much to teach us at it reveals the natural revelation of 
God’s grace as He created all things for us and for our 
use. Even the rhythm and balance of life. Take a lesson 
today from God’s creation. As the seasons change, so 
does your life. As the world turns and has times for all 
things, so does your life.  
 
What’s next for you? What season are you moving into? 
 
In Christ’s Hands, 
Pastor Heine 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them 

be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years,” ~Genesis 1:14 



 

 

FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT 

 
I have been at many meetings over the past few months.  It is amazing to see that our church is 
being utilized not only every day, but almost all nights to further our mission that God has given 
us.  It is great to see pre-school back in session and all of the children hear every week day.  Of 
course the weekend has the 3 services for all of us to worship, but almost any night, or even 
weekend mornings, you can come to CTR and be a part of a bible study.  In the 20 plus years 
that My family has been members here, I have not been aware this many different bible studies.  
Also, the numbers at these bible studies has been fantastic.  This is definitely that God is present 
and working at our church.  If you have not had an opportunity to attend any of these, I highly 
encourage you to try at least one.  I am borrowing the list from Ken Alfrey’s letter last month just 
to remind you of the opportunities.  I hope you enjoy studying with others and furthering your 
journey in Christ Jesus.  The following is the list of Bible Studies: 
 
Saturday Night Bible Study 4:15pm- 5:15pm, Led by Pastor Heine, studying Martin Luther 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:15am- 10:15am, Led by Pastor Heine, studying Genesis 
 Wednesday nights Bible Study 6:30 – 8:pm Informal study along with dessert.  
Senior Bible Study (beginning September 25th The 4th Tuesday of each month at 2pm  
Ladies Thursday Nights (beginning September 6th) 7:00 - 8:30 pm. Led by Theresa Heine  
Men’s bible study 2nd and 4th Saturday Morning 7:00 - 8:30 am Led by Pastor Heine Sunday 
Mornings (beginning Sept. 10th) 9:15 am - 10:15 am Education for Pre-K - HS  
Sunday Morning Blended Families An 8-week group meeting at 9:15 am on Sundays hosted by 
Kevin and Linda Kugath  
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Trunk or Treat  If you have not signed up for your trunk, donated candy, or signed to help there is 
still time. 
 
Town Hall Meetings  There will be 3 more meetings before the Nov. voters meeting.  These will 
be to answer any questions that you may still have before voting on the new governance.  
 
Please come to these meetings if you still have questions or concerns.   
November Voters Meeting  The meeting will include next years budget along with the new gov-
ernance vote. 
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you, 
Bill Davidson 



 

 

Task Force Governance Update 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are just a month away from our next voter’s meet-
ing! Time has just flown by over the summer, and we have so many ways that Christ is con-
tinuing to bless us at Christ The Rock. In preparation for this meeting, there will be a couple 
things that you can expect to see and happen. One item that you will be seeing is the pro-
posed slate of candidates for the new council. The nominating committee is in the final stag-
es of speaking with those they have selected for consideration, and those individuals contin-
ue to be in prayer over their decision. In accordance with our current constitution, the final 
proposed slate will be released before the voter’s meeting. During that time, we ask you to 
review and continue to pray over this process. Upon release, if you have any questions re-
garding any of the individuals listed for consideration, as a member of Christ The Rock it is 
your responsibility to reach out to a member of the nominating committee BEFORE the vot-
er’s meeting. This will allow time for discussion of any matters needed. 

 
Second, we will be doing another round of Town Hall meetings! These meetings will 

have a slightly different look and feel as this will be our opportunity to talk through any last 
questions that you may have. Earlier this year we had multiple town halls in which the 
changes we are looking at were explained in depth. In these upcoming town halls we will be 
opening with a very brief overview of how these changes will allow us to better and more ef-
ficiently do ministry here. We will then open the session to go over any of those last minute 
questions about this exciting opportunity to grow our ministry and mission to reach out to 
our community with actions that impact God’s Kingdom through Jesus Christ. As a friendly 
reminder, as a member we each are responsible for having awareness and understanding of 
these proposed changes in coming to the voters meeting, so if you are unable to attend one 
of the town hall and have any questions, please contact Joe Rangel at 815-985-1897. You 
are welcome to also reach out to any of the task force members as well. 

 
We continue with our prayers over this process. There is excitement in having faith 

that God is continuing to guide us! Here are the upcoming dates to mark in your calendars': 
 
 
Town Halls:  Oct. 25th at 6 pm               
   Oct. 27th at 4:15 pm 
   Oct. 28th at noon 
 
 

 

NovEmbeR 
 

Voters Meeting:   Nov. 8 at 6 pm  
 

 

 
Task Force members: 

 
 
Kathy Holloway   Jane Schmidt   Joli Robinson 
Joe Rangel    Bill Davidson           Pastor Heine (advisory) 
Ken Alfrey (advisory)         Doreen Peterson (advisory)    Kevin Kugath (advisory) 
 

STufF 

 



 

 

Stocks and Mutual Funds 
 

Christ the Rock can now accept gifts of 
stocks and mutual funds electronically. 
Such a gift may have certain tax benefits 
for you so please consult with your tax ad-
visor or financial planner. If you would like 
to make a gift like this please contact John 
Hallman, Financial Officer at 815-397-
7027, or  
johnhhallman@prodigy.net . 

August Financial Summary: 
  
August income (less Debt Reduction) was $3,316 less than last year 
Operating fund has $11,768 more than last year. 
  
YTD Financials through August 31, 2018: 
  
Total Income (less Debt Reduction): $265,557 (was $276,256 last year) 
Debt Reduction: $31,144 
  
Total Expenses: $275,868 (was $239,547 last year) 
  
Net Income: -$10,311 (was +$36,709 last year) 
  
  
Major Fund Balances (August 31, 2018): 
Operating Fund: $70,988 (was $59,220 last year) 
Thrivent Choice: $3,299; 
Today, Tomorrow & Beyond Fund: $40,167; 
Designated Memorial Fund: $1,217; 
General Memorial Fund: $1,322 (includes interest); 
Endowment Fund: $27,659; 
Mortgage: $175,837 (was $236,801 last year) 
  

  
Preparation for the 2019 Budget has begun. Each board member has been requested to submit their 
budget request fro 2019. These will be reviewed at the September council meeting and a 2019 budget 
will be approved at the October meeting before submitting to the Voter at the November voter meet-
ing. 
  
In Christ; 
John Hallman 

BUDGET 

mailto:johnhhallman@prodigy.net


 

 

Many of you may have heard during recent worship service announcements about the blessed 
opportunity we received to connect with our community at the new Cherry Valley Elementary 
School. CTR has partnered with KidsHope, who has provided us with all the tools and training 
needed to give children love and hope through the process of mentoring. We have learned 
about the children who are just one stable relationship away from achieving success, and 
with this gap children are shown to have hindered education. It is such a blessing that we 
have immediately filled the initial mentor positions! Thank you for your dedication to the 
community! While the initial positions are filled, there are upcoming future children that we 
will need to be providing with mentors. If you have interest or would like more information on 
this simply write KidsHope on your connect card at service! You can also do this to find out 
other ways to support the children in our community by being a prayer partner, a scholarship 
sponsor, or a program director! 
 
In our devotions last month our board reflected on Mark 7: 24-37. The first verse in this 
reads “Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. “ Mark 7:24. As we look 
to the end of the verse that states “yet he could not keep his presence secret,” we are re-
minded both of the awesomeness of Jesus and of our similarity in an ability to hide. The love, 
grace, and mercy our Father shares is always there. It is impossible for us to hide from his 
rich blessings because we are His beloved children. So while there may be times in life that 
we wish we can hide from His view or His plans, there is much joy in knowing that we can’t. 
God knows us. God sees us. God loves us! 
          Joli Robinson 

 

Coming Soon! 
 

Salvation Army 
 

Youth For Christ Life 
Skills Class 

 
Jail Ministry Weekend 



 

 

 

Board of  Christian Education 
 

 

 

Thank you to all that participated in the 
Bible Trivia event. It was a fun with to 
start the new school year! Thank you to 
Pastor Heine and Pastor Jung for help-
ing with the event. All teams did a great 
job and the final scores were very close!   
Who is else is ready to start studying up 
for next year?? 
 

 
Sunday School Classes have started! We are so excited for another great year of learning and 
growing together in God’s Love.   We currently offer classes available for those  ages 3 years old 
to the same age as Methuselah (a.k.a. the oldest person in the Bible, he died at the age of 969!).  
Friends are always welcomed in any Sunday morning Bible class.   
   
Ladies Bible Study is continuing going through Uninvited by Lysa TerKeurst. Theresa Heine is 
facilitating it. Please contact Theresa about this study or if you had more ideas or willingness to 
help with future Ladies Bible Studies or events.  Theresa Heine email: mrsh81503@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
‘MOPs’ is GROWING!  It is so amazing to get a front row seat to what God is doing in Rockford 
through CTR at MOPs! We are having more and more mothers with young children share that 
they have a desire to connect with other moms. What a blessing be able to connect moms in a 
setting where we pray for them and share God’s love and forgiveness. It is wonderful for the 
moms to have 2 mornings a month to be encouraged while their little ones are having a fun time 
making new friends.   If you would like more information about MOPs, or would like to help by vol-
unteering (childcare, set-up or clean-up) Please contact Theresa Heine 402-405-6486. 
 
Save the date!   December 9th 3:30-4:30pm or 6-7pm Keepsake Christmas Event is for the whole 
family. During this one-hour interactive program, we'll hear a dramatic retelling of the Christmas 
story from cast members onstage. And...each guest will create their very own keepsake nativity 
scene to cherish for years to come.  
What we are currently looking for to help with this event: 

Actors for 3 parts: Mary, Joseph, and Angel. ( High school/college students /Adults please) 
More ways to help will be shared closer to the event. We are excited and thankful to be able to 
plan such an event and have a goal of 100 people attending between the two offerings. (We do 
have room for a few more beyond that number as well).  Need more info? Curious about other 
ways to help?  Contact Theresa Heine 402-405-6486 or email: 
mrsh81503@gmail.com 
 
VBS 
Did you share something with CTR for Shipwrecked VBS and 

haven’t seen back? We might still have it! We even had some-

one return some items because they mistakenly grabbed the 

wrong items. Oops! Contact Theresa Heine if you are still look-

ing for an item or two so we can get it to you. Theresa 

mrsh81503@gmail.com 

mailto:mrsh81503@gmail.com


 

 

GENESIS-Sunday Mornings at 9:15am.  Come and see what God created and reveals about His 
creation and let him introduce you to His plan. Pastor Heine is teaching this class in the last room in the Educa-
tion Hall. 
A MAN NAMED MARTIN-This class meets on Saturday Evening at 4:15pm in the fish bowl with Pastor Heine. 
Martin Luther helped form the belief of the modern day Lutheran church.  Come and learn who he was, what he 
did, and how it all turned out.   
SENIOR BIBLE STUDY– we w ill meet every 4th Tuesday of the month in the Fish Bow l at 2:00pm. 
Contact Ruth Sherman 815/397-6790 for information.  
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY– We meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.  The video lasts about 20-30 
minutes and then a discussion.  Anyone is Welcomed!!. We then do a related Bible Study on what we have 
seen. Please Contact Mari Alfrey for more information marialfrey@aol.com .  

MEN'S SATURDAY BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY - Your stomachs and spirits will be nourished if you join 
us for our bi-monthly breakfasts and Bible study on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month at 7:00am-8:30am 
in the fish bowl with Pastor. 

FALL WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY-Women's bible study this fall is going to be a bit different schedule than 
last year, We plan to meet for 6 Thursdays in a row. It will be great! Easier to remember the lessons 
from one week to the next this way!  What study are we going to do? It's called "Uninvited" By Lysa 
TerKeurst.  We will start the study Thursday Sept 6th and will meet Sept 12, Sept 20, Sept 27, Oct 4 
and Oct 11, from 7pm-8:30pm.  Please contact Theresa Heine to reserve your books (No charge) 815-
580-8298 or mrsh81503@gmail.com   

Co-Ed Adult Classes 

 Class for Women 

MOPS- 9am-11am. They will meet on the first and third friday of each month throughout the school 
year. Moms of young children (pregnancy to age 5yrs old) are welcome!!  ***We do need help!*** 
Please Contact Theresa Heine 815-580-298/ mrsh81503@gmail.com if you are available to help with 
childcare, as a regular helper or as a substitute. We are expecting about 20 children at each meeting 
(or possibly more as the group grows) and we try hard to keep the child care room numbers small. We 
do provide a story, craft and snack for the children (most prefer to play with their friends and be read 
to, its a fun time!). Thank you!!   
 
TODDLER TIME-Tuesday @ 9:30am til 10:30am. We meet every week!  Come and Play and make 
new Friends!! 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 

Class for Men 

Bible Study-Fall Schedule 

PARENTS WITH SMALL CHILDREN 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

NEW THIS FALL-ADULT CLASS FOCUSED ON BLENDED FAMILIES-As you may know the blended family 
is a common family dynamic .The Smart Step Family DVD Series is 8 weeks with author Ron Deal with family 
life ministry.  The author offers usable solutions for everyday living, practical tips for raising stepkids, and 
ways to strengthen the couple's marriage. Kevin and Linda Kugath will be leading this study 9:15am Sunday 
mornings in the glass meeting room just outside the sanctuary, aka "The Fish bowl" If you would 
like more  info, please email them at  kugie6@comcast.net . 

Pastor Jacob has kindly offered to come up with Bible Trivia questions for all ages. We will play as teams of 
mixed ages and there will be a chance to win some prizes!  It will be a great time for snacks, fellowship and to 
test your bible knowledge. Come Saturday the 8th of Sept at 4:15pm or Sunday the 9th at 9:15am. Both times 
will be in the gym. (Pastor will provide different questions for each session, just in case you would like to really 
be put to the test!) 

Fall is just around the corner, what a great time to start attending Bible classes and Sunday School on Sun-
day mornings!  We are looking for some helpers, teachers, or substitutes for the children's and MS/HS clas-
ses. Are you able to help? Please contact Amanda Reisinger at Reisinger01@gmail.com if you would like 
more information or able to help the Sunday School out.  

mailto:marialfrey@aol.com
mailto:mrsh81503@gmail.com
mailto:mrsh81503@gmail.com
mailto:kugie6@comcast.net
mailto:Reisinger01@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
YOUTH GROUP LASER TAG-All Youth, grades 6-12 are invited to an af-
ternoon of fun at Laser Quest on October 21st following worship. We will 
have pizza and 2 games of Laser Tag. The cost is $20.00 per person. 
Please RSVP to Pastor Heine before October 14th. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
2019 LCMS Youth Gathering Meeting - The tri-annual Youth 
Gathering of the LCMS is coming up next July in Minneapolis, 
MN. It is time to start planning for this wonderful event. All 
those who are currently 8th graders through Seniors in High 
School are encouraged to attend.  For more information or 
questions please talk to Mandy Reisinger or Pastor Heine. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD-November 7th from 6-7 pm we will be packing and wrapping box-

es for Operation Christmas Child . We would like to invite the whole congregation and preschool fami-
lies to come and participate. Participants have three ways of getting involved. They may sponsor a 
box by donating $9 (cash or check), donate items for a box or they may pack a box by bringing small 
gifts and $9. On November 7th we will be packing and wrapping boxes. Boxes and wrapping materials 
will be provided. More information will be coming soon. We wanted to get the date out there so people 
can mark their calendars. We are praying this will be a blessing to many children as well as our 
church body.  
 
Please watch for the bulletin board that will have information on types of things to donate.  Make sure 
if you donate $9.00 by check to mark the  memo box with Operation Christmas Child. 



 

 

October Birthdays 

 

 

October Anniversaries 

 

  

Ron & Julie Gustafson 10/ 2   25 Years 

Michael & Heather Wilhelmi 10/ 2   19 Years 

Duane & Ruth Sherman 10/ 7   46 Years 

John & Sandy Hallman 10/15  41 Years 

Tom & Debbie Kersten 10/17  48 Years 

Nick & Tara O’Hare    10/17    9 Years 

Jon & Marti Stroberg  10/22  52 Years 

Marv & Kay Maaske    20/27  56 Years 
  

   

 Tom Kersten    10/ 1  

 Susan Mead    10/ 1 

 Jane Schmidt    10/ 1 

 Bill Beu     10/ 3 

 Ella Pierson    10/ 5 

 Shawn Miller    10/11 

 Adrian Girone    10/12 

 Sarah Johnson   10/14 

 Mark Hood    10/15 

 Doug Gabrielson 10/16 

 Dennis VanWormer 10/16 

 Linda Kugath    10/17 

 Amy Clendening 10/19 

 Greg Brady    10/20 

 Adeline Cox    10/20 

 Rachael Krull    10/20 

 Karen Jensen    10/21 

 Alex Krahl     10/21 

 David Shive    10/21 

 Michael Wlhelmi 10/22 

 Emma Pierson    10/23 

 Austin Reis    10/23 

 Jason Stroberg   10/24 

 Ruth Sherman    10/25 

 Steve Becker    10/26 

 Ruby Poffinbarger 10/28 

 Scott Williamson 10/30 

 Chuck Lang    10/31 



 

 



 

 

Christ the Rock Lutheran Church 

The mission of Christ the Rock is to reach 
out to our communities with actions that impact 

God’s Kingdom through Jesus Christ. 

Saturday Evening 

       Bible Study – 4:15 p.m. 
      Worship Service - 5:35 p.m. 

 
      Sunday Morning 

    Worship Services - 8 and 
10:30 a.m. 

     Christian Ed – 9:15 a.m. 

 

Office Hours and Location 
Monday thru Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. 
8330 Newburg Rd, Rockford, IL 61108 

Phone: 815-332-7191    
 

www.CTRockford.org 
Check out the website for Pastor Heine’s sermons and  

monthly newsletter and much more!  
 

Contact Information 
 

Pastor: Pastor Jacob Heine, pastorheine@CTRockford.org 
 

Preschool Director: Doreen Peterson, doreenpeter-
son@CTRockford.org 

 
Office Administrator: Tammy Modrzejewski 

General Info/prayer requests: office@CTRockford.org 

http://www.CTRockford.org
mailto:pastorheine@CTRockford.org
mailto:office@CTRockford.org

