
 

 

Regular Worship Service Times 

 

Saturday (casual)―5:35 p.m. 

Sunday (traditional)―8:00 a.m. 
Sunday (contemporary)―10:30 a.m. 

 

November 
2018 

 Office phone: 815-332-7191  
Preschool (3's, 4's, and Pre-K) 

Phone: 815-332-5551 
Email: office@CTRockford.org 

For current events and meetings view our  
calendar @ www.CTRockford.org 

BAPTISM’S AND NEW MEMBERS 
OF CTR 

CTR WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS AT ALL 
THREE  WORSHIP SERVICES! 

 
Christ The Rock welcomed  new members 
publicly at all three Worship services on 
11/3 & 11/4.   
 
Welcome to our New Members: 
 
Meghan Bolte, Robin Bolte, Linda 
Copeland, Ashley Crouch, Storm Crouch 
Shirley Hall, Karen Jensen, Kevin Jensen, 
Tabitha Jensen, Craig Johnson, Julie 
Johnson, Sarah Johnson, Pastor Jung,  
Julie Peterson, Seth Peterson, Aria Peter-
son, Kathy Reck, Randy Reck, Zaida 
Clevenger, Glenn Reis, Laurie Reis, Randi 
Reis, Austin Reis, Becky Rundquist, Pete 
Rundquist, David Shive, Reanne Shive,  
and Carol Spriggs. 
 
Please introduce yourself  and welcome 
our new members to God’s church here at 
CTR! 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
It is better to receive then it is to give. 
 

I know, you think I have that backward, but I promise I meant to write it 
that way.  As we come closer and closer to Thanksgiving and Christmas our thoughts begin to turn to 
presents and the question of what do we get for those special someone's in our lives.   
 
We think about the giving aspect of everything and when we receive something we normally respond 
with a “Oh, you didn’t have to do that,” or a “This is too much.”  We tend to forget that the giving is 
only half the process, the receiving is the other half.  For some reason it seems like the receiving is also 
the hardest part of the equation.  Most of us love to give something to someone but if someone wants to 
give us something, whether it is a gift or help, we tend to say we don’t need or want it. This is why care 
givers are often times the worse care receivers. Those that tend to care for others, as Christians are called 
to do (Love your neighbor as yourself), tend to have a hard time allowing others to care for them. 
 
What if this was the way we did things with God.  Give God my worship and praise, sure, no problem 
(Rev. 14:7).  Give God the glory due His name, absolutely (Psalm 115:1).  But receive God’s grace and 
love freely given, no thanks!   
 
Our giving really is a response to what we have received.  Every thank, praise, glory and worship we 
give to God is all out of a response, not an obligation, because of what he has done for us. For what we 
have received! God gave to us everything we could possibly want, forgiveness of sins and eternal life, 
without asking for anything in return.  And so, we like the one leper who returned just need to say 
“Thank You.” (Luke 17:11 – 19) This is a good model for us also during this wonderful season of giving. 
Receive in gratitude and thankfulness that is given freely, by God and by others. And then in joyful 
response, give back to others who you love and to those in need. 
 
It truly is better to receive then it is to give! 
 
In Christ’s Hands, 
~Pastor Jacob                                                                                         

FROM YOUR PASTOR: 



 

 

From Your President 
A reminder……. 
 

OUR SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IS  

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 8, 2018 at 6PM 
 

NOTE:  Sub sandwiches, chips and a drink will be provided starting at 5:15.        
 
Here is the planned agenda for our meeting: 

 

Opening Prayer  

Meeting structure & procedures        

Approval of May  2018 Voters Meeting Minutes     

Ministry update and opportunities   

Staff Addition    

Membership Update 

Financial Status /  Budget Presentation 

Operating Fund update    

Debt reduction    

Budget Presentation and voting  

Constitutional Amendments Voting 

Voting on new slate of Officers / Council Members    

Closing Prayer  

 

After Constitutional amendments are approved we will vote on a new slate of Officers and Council 
Members.  The slate is as follows: 

 

President:         William Davidson 

Vice President:       Curtis Wudtke 

Financial Officer:   Matthew Potocki   

Secretary:       Carol Robert  

At large member:  Ketura Dor  

At large member:    Timothy Pirmann  

At large member:    Heather Wilhelmi  

 

This meeting is your opportunity to vote.  The voting requirements are that you are over 18, are a 
member at Christ the Rock Lutheran Church and signed our current constitution 

I urge you to attend and be a part of growing the ministry here at Christ the Rock. 

 

Projects starting soon………… 

 

Gym ceiling cleaning / repair and painting  

Flat roof replacement entryway and repair the two sides 

Replacement of parking lot lights with LED fixtures 

Ken Alfrey 



 

 

 

Blessings Leaf  Display - Write a thankful thought on a leaf  
and post it starting November 3 in the Narthex.  Let’s start 
this Holiday Season sharing with each other how  Gods Gifts 
are present in our lives. 

 
 
 

This years Pie Event will occur on November 17 & 18.  Join  
parishioners and guests during fellowship time and enjoy a 
slice of  pie! 
 
 
Saturday, December 1 at 9 am is decorate day!  Help hang  
ornaments, wreaths and more as we prepare for Christ’s 
Birthday. 
 
 
A light Advent supper will be served by volunteers at 6:15 on 
December 5, 12, &  19.  Followed by our Advent Services. 

IN Reach 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
TO PARTICIPATE! 



 

 

Stocks and Mutual Funds 
 

Christ the Rock can now accept gifts of 
stocks and mutual funds electronically. 
Such a gift may have certain tax benefits 
for you so please consult with your tax ad-
visor or financial planner. If you would like 
to make a gift like this please contact John 
Hallman, Financial Officer at 815-397-
7027, or  
johnhhallman@prodigy.net . 

September Financial Summary: 
  
September income (less Debt Reduction) was $7,555 less than last year 
Operating fund has $4,353 more than last year. 
  
YTD Financials through September 30, 2018: 
  
Total Income (less Debt Reduction): $303,086 (was $307,078 last year) 
Debt Reduction: $32,992 
  
Total Expenses: $306,347 (was $266,196 last year) 
  
Net Income: -$3,261 (was +$39,282 last year) 
  
  
Major Fund Balances (September 30, 2018): 
Operating Fund: $67,280 (was $62,926 last year) 
Thrivent Choice: $3,299; 
Today, Tomorrow & Beyond Fund: $40,168; 
Designated Memorial Fund: $1,217; 
General Memorial Fund: $1,322 (includes interest); 
Endowment Fund: $27,659; 
Mortgage: $173,776 (was $236,012 last year) 

  
Preparation for the 2019 Budget continues. Input from board heads has been received and the budget 
committee will review this at a meeting on October 10. The 2019 budget will be approved at the Oc-
tober council meeting before submitting to the Voters at the November voter meeting. Our payroll 
service has encountered some problems with the transition to Midland Bank and had to issue paper 
checks for the September payroll. They will be working closely with Midland in October so hopeful-
ly we can get back to direct deposit. 
  
In Christ; 
John Hallman 

mailto:johnhhallman@prodigy.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last month we were blessed with the opportunity to serve at Youth For Christ. For those that are unfamil-
iar with this ministry we support, they seek to empower disadvantaged teens spiritually, socially, and emo-
tionally through creative programs and healthy relationships with adult mentors. CTR attended their life 
skills class to teach a group of teens why goals are important, how to set, plan, and reach goals in their 
life, and allow them to hear that they can become the person that God has made them to be. How exciting 
it was to watch them create and set goals, and develop a plan to achieve it! 
During this session, we discussed Luke 14:28 which reads “For which of you, desiring to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it?” This parable from Je-
sus reminds us to plan before we start! As we sat with these teens to teach them of the importance of 
planning, we are also given a wonderful reminder for ourselves. How often we navigate through things in 
life such as work, school, activities, and even ministry, without sitting down to set a plan for where we want 
to go and what needs to be done to get there. As we read the words of the parable I love the imagery of 
Jesus asking, who would do this task without a plan?  
What a blessing it is to know Christ has equipped us with the ability to plan, and asks us to use that gift 
wisely! This is a great point of reflection for us in our everyday lives as we strive to live our mission. What 
is our goal? Where do we want to be? What will it take to get there? We are to have faith that Christ has 
equipped us. And we are to have faith where He is taking us, and be joyous for the opportunities He plac-
es before us to reach out to our communities with actions that impact God’s Kingdom through Jesus 
Christ. 
          Joli Robinson 

 

Coming Soon! 
 

Salvation Army  
Youth For Christ Thanksgiving 

Meal Serving Opportunity 
Jail Ministry Weekend 



 

 

 

Board of  Christian Education 
 

 

 

 

‘MOPs’ is GROWING!  It is so amazing to get a front row seat to what God 

is doing in Rockford through CTR at MOPs! We are having more and more 

mothers with young children share that they have a desire to connect with oth-

er moms. What a blessing be able to connect moms in a setting where we pray 

for them and share God’s love and forgiveness. It is wonderful for the moms to 

have 2 mornings a month to be encouraged while their little ones are having a 

fun time making new friends.   If you would like more information about 

MOPs, or would like to help by volunteering (childcare, set-up or clean-up) 

Please contact Theresa Heine 402-405-6486. 

 

NEW  Christmas Event!   December 9
th

 3:30-4:30pm or 6-7pm Keepsake 

Christmas Event is for the whole family. During this one-hour interactive pro-

gram, we'll hear a dramatic retelling of the Christmas story from cast members 

onstage. And...each guest will create their very own keepsake nativity scene to 

cherish for years to come.  

We will need your help with:  

set-up and clean-up 

Greeters 

Actors 

Table host/coaches 

Please Contact Theresa Heine for more information,  

Email: mrsh81503@gmail.com or call/text 402-405-6486 

 

Sunday School Classes are going well! We are so excited for another great 

year of learning and growing together in God’s Love.   We currently offer clas-

ses available for those  ages 3 years old to the same age as Methuselah (a.k.a. 

the oldest person in the Bible, he died at the age of 969!).  Friends are always 

welcomed in any Sunday morning Bible class.   

mailto:mrsh81503@gmail.com


 

 

GENESIS-Sunday Mornings at 9:15am.  Come and see what God created and reveals about His 
creation and let him introduce you to His plan. Pastor Heine is teaching this class in the last room in the Educa-
tion Hall. 
A MAN NAMED MARTIN-This class meets on Saturday Evening at 4:15pm in the fish bowl with Pastor Heine. 
Martin Luther helped form the belief of the modern day Lutheran church.  Come and learn who he was, what he 
did, and how it all turned out.   
SENIOR BIBLE STUDY– we w ill meet every 4th Tuesday of the month in the Fish Bow l at 2:00pm. 
Contact Ruth Sherman 815/397-6790 for information.  
WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY– We meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm.  The video lasts about 20-30 
minutes and then a discussion.  Anyone is Welcomed!!. We then do a related Bible Study on what we have 
seen. Please Contact Mari Alfrey for more information marialfrey@aol.com .  

MEN'S SATURDAY BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY - Your stomachs and spirits will be nourished if you join 
us for our bi-monthly breakfasts and Bible study on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month at 7:00am-8:30am 
in the fish bowl with Pastor. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY-Watch for  information on when the next study begins! 

Co-Ed Adult Classes 

 Class for Women 

MOPS- 9am-11am. They will meet on the first and third friday of each month throughout the school 
year. Moms of young children (pregnancy to age 5yrs old) are welcome!!  ***We do need help!*** 
Please Contact Theresa Heine 815-580-298/ mrsh81503@gmail.com if you are available to help with 
childcare, as a regular helper or as a substitute. We are expecting about 20 children at each meeting 
(or possibly more as the group grows) and we try hard to keep the child care room numbers small. We 
do provide a story, craft and snack for the children (most prefer to play with their friends and be read 
to, its a fun time!). Thank you!!   
 
TODDLER TIME-Tuesday @ 9:30am til 10:30am. We meet every week!  Come and Play and make 
new Friends!! 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN 

Class for Men 

Bible Study-Fall Schedule 

PARENTS WITH SMALL CHILDREN 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

NEW THIS FALL-ADULT CLASS FOCUSED ON BLENDED FAMILIES-As you may know the blended family 
is a common family dynamic .The Smart Step Family DVD Series is 8 weeks with author Ron Deal with family 
life ministry.  The author offers usable solutions for everyday living, practical tips for raising stepkids, and 
ways to strengthen the couple's marriage. Kevin and Linda Kugath will be leading this study 9:15am Sunday 
mornings in the glass meeting room just outside the sanctuary, aka "The Fish bowl" If you would 
like more  info, please email them at  kugie6@comcast.net . 

Pastor Jacob has kindly offered to come up with Bible Trivia questions for all ages. We will play as teams of 
mixed ages and there will be a chance to win some prizes!  It will be a great time for snacks, fellowship and to 
test your bible knowledge. Come Saturday the 8th of Sept at 4:15pm or Sunday the 9th at 9:15am. Both times 
will be in the gym. (Pastor will provide different questions for each session, just in case you would like to really 
be put to the test!) 

Fall is just around the corner, what a great time to start attending Bible classes and Sunday School on Sun-
day mornings!  We are looking for some helpers, teachers, or substitutes for the children's and MS/HS clas-
ses. Are you able to help? Please contact Amanda Reisinger at Reisinger01@gmail.com if you would like 
more information or able to help the Sunday School out.  

mailto:marialfrey@aol.com
mailto:mrsh81503@gmail.com
mailto:kugie6@comcast.net
mailto:Reisinger01@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
2019 LCMS Youth Gathering Meeting - The tri-annual Youth Gathering of the LCMS is coming up 

next July in Minneapolis, MN. It is time to start planning for this 
wonderful event. All those who are currently 8th graders 
through Seniors in High School are encouraged to attend.  For 
more information or questions please talk to Mandy Reisinger 
or Pastor Heine. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD-November 14th from 6-7 pm we will be packing and wrapping 

boxes for Operation Christmas Child . We would like to invite the whole congregation and preschool 
families to come and participate. Participants have three ways of getting involved. They may sponsor 
a box by donating $9 (cash or check), donate items for a box  (see list on the bulletin board  outside 
the kitchen) or they may pack a box by bringing small gifts and $9. On November 14th we will be pack-
ing and wrapping boxes. Boxes and wrapping materials will be provided. More information will be 
coming soon. We wanted to get the date out there so people can mark their calendars. We are pray-
ing this will be a blessing to many children as well as our church body.  
 
Please watch for the bulletin board that will have information on types of things to donate.  Make sure 
if you donate $9.00 by check to mark the  memo box with Operation Christmas Child. 



 

 

November Birthdays 

 

 

November Anniversaries 

 

  

Greg & Lori Hitzke    11/  3  39 Years 

Zach & Karley Davidson 11/  5    2 Years 

Matt & Emily Potocki  11/  9    5 Years 

Jim & Rhonda Vaccarello 11/  9  22 Years 

Doug & Denise Gabrielson 11/20  13 Years 

Curt & Jan Liljeberg   11/22  50 Years 

John & Chris Miller    11/27  47 Years 

Matt & Carol Robert   11/27  31 Years 

Scott & Jennifer Williamson11/27  19 Years 
 

   

  

 Ketura Dor    11/  1 

 Matt Warren    11/  1 

 Steve Gronlund  11/  4 

 Donna Hood    11/  4 

 Donald Kuehl    11/  4 

 Walter Stocker   11/  5 

 Emma Rose Welsh 11/  5 

 Seth Williamson 11/  6 

 Shirley Hall    11/  7 

 Caleb Elmer    11/10 

 David Sherman  11/10 

 Colleen Roberts  11/12 

 Sandi Milbourn   11/13 

 Marcella Potter  11/14 

 Clarabelle Scherbarth11/14 

 Lisa Gronlund    11/18 

 Zach Davidson   11/19 

 Carol Tukker    11/20 

 Matt Modrzejewski 11/23 

 Robin Bolte    11/25 

 John Krull     11/25 

 Jan Liljeberg    11/25 

 Rebecca Maplesden 11/30 

 Olivia Becker    11/30 

Happy November 

Anniversary 



 

 



 

 

Christ the Rock Lutheran Church 

The mission of Christ the Rock is to reach 
out to our communities with actions that impact 

God’s Kingdom through Jesus Christ. 

Saturday Evening 

       Bible Study – 4:15 p.m. 
      Worship Service - 5:35 p.m. 

 
      Sunday Morning 

    Worship Services - 8 and 
10:30 a.m. 

     Christian Ed – 9:15 a.m. 

 

Office Hours and Location 
Monday thru Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. 
8330 Newburg Rd, Rockford, IL 61108 

Phone: 815-332-7191    
 

www.CTRockford.org 
Check out the website for Pastor Heine’s sermons and  

monthly newsletter and much more!  
 

Contact Information 
 

Pastor: Pastor Jacob Heine, pastorheine@CTRockford.org 
 

Preschool Director: Doreen Peterson, doreenpeter-
son@CTRockford.org 

 
Office Administrator: Tammy Modrzejewski 

General Info/prayer requests: office@CTRockford.org 

http://www.CTRockford.org
mailto:pastorheine@CTRockford.org
mailto:office@CTRockford.org

