
September 20, 2020 

Greetings! I trust you are well. Thank you to those who helped last Sunday morning and evening. 
Choir, we really need your help in the Loft for each service. 

Just in case you missed it, our new Sunday schedule began last Sunday—September 13, 2020, in 
conjunction with adding Sunday school for children, parents of children, & RU. The new schedule 
is: 

9:00 AM - SOUND CHECK 

9:30 AM - 1st Service & Sunday school for children, youth, college, adults with children 

10:50 AM - 2nd Service & Children’s Church, RU Sunday School 

I plan to give the signal to load the Loft five minutes before each service—9:25, 10:45, and 5:55. 

In the coming week, several of our people celebrate birthdays. Send them a card, email, text, or 
give them a call and sing “Happy Birthday.” 

H Michael Thomas (orch) – Sun, Sep 20 
XXX 

 

Leigh Ann Wilkes (alto) – Fri, Sep 25 
XXX 

 

The other morning I was reading my Bible and came across the passage: “…put on the garment 
of praise for the spirit of heaviness…” from Isaiah 61:3. From time to time, we sing that chorus, 
“Put on the Garment of Praise.” The second part of that chorus comes from 1 Corinthians 14:15, 
but that’s for another day. 

The Bible word, “heaviness,” has nothing to do with what I read on the bathroom scales. 
“Heaviness,” has to do with heaviness of spirit, despair, the feeling of helplessness, and sorrow. 
Perhaps you never sense any of those things, but for some (I dare say, many) those feelings are 
real. I confess to being human and sensing a spirit of heaviness at least a time or two (or more) 
especially in the past six months. 

So, just what is this “garment of praise?” One writer (gotquestions.org) answers the question in 
this way: 

The phrase garment of praise is a metaphor for the gladness and thanksgiving God’s 
people feel when they are filled with the joy of the Lord. In ancient times, it was customary 
for a grieving person to wear sackcloth. The garment of praise is the opposite of sackcloth; 
it is brightly colored raiment indicative of celebration. 

Those today who know the joy of the Lord and wear a “garment of praise” are always 
seeking ways they can honor the Lord. They are busy serving, loving, and praising the Lord 
for all He is doing in their lives. They want every moment on earth to count for eternity 
because they have discovered the joy of working hand in hand with God. Those who wear 
the “garment of praise” have a few things in common: 

• They love to sing and make music in their hearts to the Lord (Ephesians 5:19; Psalm 95:2). 
• They face challenges with an expectation of God’s provision (Philippians 4:6). 
• They enjoy worshiping with other Christians (Colossians 3:16). 
• They see God’s hand in every blessing and eagerly thank Him (Psalm 69:30; 100:4). 



It’s obvious that David wore a garment of praise. His psalms are filled with joyful praises, 
and he urged all of Israel to join him (see Psalms 33, 103, 113, 145). Despite the 
devastation that may dominate our past, Jesus can transform our condemnation, 
hopelessness, and ungratefulness into a garment of praise (Psalm 4:7; 30:11). 

Commenting on Isaiah 61:3, Alexander MacLaren wrote, “We have two contrasted pictures 
suggested: one of a mourner with gray ashes strewed upon his disheveled locks, and his 
spirit clothed in gloom like a black robe; and to him there comes One who, with gentle 
hand, smoothes the ashes out of his hair, trains a garland round his brow, anoints his head 
with oil, and, stripping off the trappings of woe, casts about him a bright robe fit for a 
guest at a festival. That is the miracle that Jesus Christ can do for everyone, and is ready to 
do for us, if we will let Him.” 

A few verses later, in Isaiah 61:10, I read, “…he (God) hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation…” and “…he (God) hath covered me with the robe of righteousness…” Also, don’t 
forget about our garments of Christian warfare described in Ephesians 6:11—the whole armor of 
God. 

Garment of praise, garments of salvation, robe of righteousness, and armor of God. I am also 
reminded of the State Farm Insurance commercial running on television when at 3:00 AM; the 
wife asks her husband about who he is talking with on the phone. The husband replies, “Jake, 
from State Farm.” The wife grabs the phone and says, “What are you wearing, Jake?” 

Friend, what are you wearing? 

I look forward to seeing you this Lord’s Day. It is a great joy serving as your minister of music. 

blessings! 


