
July 5, 2020 

Greetings! I trust you are well. 

Thank you for your help last Sunday. 

Choir: Three weeks ago at 10:30, we had more singers than chairs—it was wonderful. Two 
weeks ago, we had 11 empty chairs at 10:30. Last week, we had 10 empty chairs at 10:30. I need 
your help, please. You are most welcome at either morning service or both. If you have not yet 
been back to Choir, please read additional information from May 31 & June 7, so you 
understand what to do, when to do it, and where to go. 

Orchestra players: thank you for such a wonderful job again last Sunday! If you have not yet 
been back for a service, please let Michael Gifford know you plan on coming so there will be a 
chair, stand and music for you. We will have space for those who declare their intentions. 

Choir and Orchestra, please wear black slacks and white shirts for the foreseeable future. It’s not 
about fashion; it’s about uniformity. Ladies, you may substitute tea length, midi length, or longer 
skirts (in black) for slacks. Thank you so much for your cooperation. 

Masks are probably something that will be with us for some time to come. Since we started 
meeting together again, masks have been an option, not a requirement. It is my understanding 
that as of Wednesday, our governor has recommended a mask in public. Please don’t ever feel 
self-conscious about wearing a mask at church or in the Choir Loft. 

By all means, if you don’t feel well, please stay home! 

In the coming week, several of our people celebrate birthdays. Send them a card, email, text, or 
give them a call and sing “Happy Birthday.” 

Andrew Joiner (ten) – Wednesday, July 8 
Wanda Wyllie (orch) – Wednesday, July 8 
Michelle Kea (alto) – Saturday, July 11 

Darlene Bateman has requested we pray for her health situation. I know she will appreciate you 
praying for her. 

Today is the first Sunday of July and the beginning of the third quarter of 2020. Before we know 
it, we will be in the final quarter. The beginning of the second half provides a natural opportunity 
to take time to assess where we are physically, mentally, morally, socially, financially and, yes, 
spiritually. 

January 1 isn’t the only time to evaluate and make resolutions. We can work to make 
adjustments and wanted change in our lives any time—not just the first of the year. In July, the 
days are longer, the weather is warm and it is a great time to begin taking a walk in the evening 
or early in the morning. Several years ago there were billboard ads aimed at children 
encouraging them to “get out and play an hour a day.” That encouragement wasn’t just for 
kids—it’s good for all of us! The most difficult day is usually the first one. Just go and do it! 

What have you read during the first six months of 2020? What is on your reading list for the 
second half of 2020? What have you learned or made or done during the first six months of 



2020? What is it that you would like to learn before the end of the year? What would you like to 
make? What would you like to do before the year is out? 

Some of us need to expand our horizon beyond what we already know. In her mid-80’s, my mom 
had an iPad, internet access and sent email to her friends, kids and grandkids. Before she passed 
away, she was a regular watcher of our services on the livestream. 

Don’t be afraid to learn something new or try something different. Don’t be afraid to try a new 
recipe, try a new food or go to a new place. 

I would be naïve to think everyone in our ministry has no moral struggles, but then I would be 
just that—naïve. Today is a great day to make a change and do what is right—no excuses! 

Proverbs 18:24 reads: “A man that hath friends must show himself friendly…” Got friends? Grow 
the circle and make some more. Don’t have any friends? Make one. How? The Bible says, by 
showing yourself to be friendly. Even in Covid times, we can be friendly. 

Finally, I come to a time for personal spiritual assessment. Where is your life spiritually as we 
begin the second half of 2020? How is your Bible reading coming along? Are you on track? If you 
are not on track, or behind, don’t worry about it. Begin tomorrow morning with a Bible on your 
lap. 

On July 5, Lady Victoria and I pass the forty-three years of marriage marker. I am so glad she 
said, “Yes,” when I asked. Without question, she is my best friend and makes our home a place 
to which I always look forward to returning at day’s end. I look forward to the next forty-three 
years with her! 

I look forward to seeing you this Lord’s Day. It is a great joy serving as your minister of music. 

blessings! 


