
July 19, 2020 

Greetings! I trust you are well. 

Thank you to those who helped last Sunday. 

Choir: You are most welcome at either morning service or both. If you have not yet been back to 
Choir, please read additional information from May 31 & June 7, so you understand what to do, 
when to do it, and where to go. 

Orchestra players: thank you for such a wonderful job again last Sunday! If you have not yet 
been back for a service, please let Michael Gifford know you plan on coming so there will be a 
chair, stand and music for you. We will have space for those who declare their intentions. 

Choir and Orchestra, please wear black slacks and white shirts for the foreseeable future. It’s not 
about fashion; it’s about uniformity. Ladies, you may substitute tea length, midi length, or longer 
skirts (in black) for slacks. Thank you so much for your cooperation. 

Masks are probably something that will be with us for some time to come. Please don’t ever feel 
self-conscious about wearing a mask at church or in the Choir Loft. 

By all means, if you don’t feel well, please stay home! 

In the coming week, several of our people celebrate birthdays. I have had a request to include a 
mailing address with birthday names and dates. I will begin publishing addresses in the email 
version of this note, but not publishing the address on the internet version. You may opt out by 
sending me an email saying, “Please don’t publish my address.” Send them a card, email, text, or 
give them a call and sing “Happy Birthday.” 

Darlene Bateman has requested we pray for her health situation. I know she will appreciate you 
praying for her. 

Not long ago in one of our staff meetings, we had a discussion on the subject of motivation. 
Motivate is defined as, stimulate to action; provide with an incentive or motive. The take-a-way 
from the discussion was that there are three kinds of motivation: reward, punishment, and 
attitude. 

When we exercise because we perceive the health benefits, we do so for reward. When we 
observe the speed limit because we don’t want a ticket, we do so to escape punishment of the 
fine. Sometimes motivation is internal and sometimes the motivation is external. 

The third motivator is attitude. The Oxford dictionary defines attitude as, a settled way of 
thinking or feeling about someone or something, typically one that is reflected in a person's 
behavior. Attitude originates in the mind and heart. The Bible speaks to that point in Proverbs 
23:7: For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he… 

I happened to do a Google search for the word “attitude,” and found many motivational 
thoughts, blogs, and books available for investigation. I also happened to click on images, for the 
word attitude. There are literally hundreds of visually stimulating images conveying various 
aspects of attitude. One of the best was one of the briefest, “Attitude is everything!” 

There was also a great quote from Charles Swindoll. “The longer I live, the more I realize the 
impact of attitude on life. Attitude to me is more important than facts. It is more important than 



the past, than education, than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than 
what other people think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill. 
It will make or break a company…a church…a home. The remarkable thing is, we have a choice 
every day regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our past…we 
cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. 
The only thing we can do is plan on the one thing we have, and that is our attitude…I am 
convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with 
you…we are in charge of our attitudes.” 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness to the Lord in our ministry. It is obvious that your 
motivation for service is related to your attitude and your love for Him. “Serve the Lord with 
gladness…” 

I look forward to seeing you this Lord’s Day. It is a great joy serving as your minister of music. 

blessings! 


