
May 3, 2020 

Greetings! I trust you are well. 

Our pastor has issued a call to prayer and an invitation to join him in earnest prayer at a time of 
your choosing each day. If you have not yet done so, please go to the web site (fbt.org) and sign 
up for a prayer time. There is also a list of specific and important things to pray for each day. 

If there is a prayer request, you want to share, please go to fbt.org and complete the form. If 
you have other needs, please contact the church office or get in touch with me. 

The people from Getty Music Publishing sent me a new song – Christ Our Hope in Life and 
Death. In my opinion, it is a great song. I have put a copy of the demo and pdf file on the 
landing page of the fbtmusic.org web site. Please listen to it and learn it. 

In the coming week, several of our people celebrate birthdays. Send them a card, email, text, or 
give them a call and sing “Happy Birthday.” 

Charlie Skelton (orch) – Sunday, May 3 
Gloria Baggett (alto) – Sunday, May 3 
Benjamin Baker (orch) – Wednesday, May 6 
Tara Jordan (sop1) – Friday, May 8 
Laverne Buckwalter (bass) – Friday, May 8 

Last Sunday morning we ran a previously recorded song (Till the Storm Passes By) from our 
Choir and Orchestra. The response was wonderful. We plan to run another song this Sunday. 
Out of the fear of giving the wrong song title (again), you will just have to watch to see which 
song it is. 

National, state and local attention is turning to reopening, and what that may look like moving 
forward. For us, the task at hand is reopening the church. First, it seems important to separate 
the “what” and the “when.” With regard to the “when,” our pastor recently framed it in these 
terms: “We probably have more weeks behind us than ahead of us.” Last week, I was on a video 
conference with about 35 music directors from at least a dozen states. Everyone is in the same 
boat trying to navigate uncharted territory. Although the “when” will most likely vary from 
state to state, there seem to be common threads for many of the “what’s.” 

After our staff discussion yesterday, I went to the Choir loft with a 6’ pole to see what that 
might look like. By placing chairs in the top (5th) row and using rows 1, 3 & 5, we can get about 
40 in the loft maintaining safe distancing guidance. With some rearranging of chairs and stands, 
Orchestra personnel should also fit safely. Consideration for the entrance and exit, propping 
doors and other factors need to be developed and implemented. As you can see, it gets 
complicated quickly. Please pray we have great wisdom in these matters as we move forward. 

I miss you and so look forward to the time when we gather together again. It is a great joy 
serving as your minister of music. Until we meet again, 

blessings! 


