
April 18, 2021 

Greetings, I trust you are well. Thank you to those who served last Sunday. 

It was wonderful beyond description to announce and celebrate SIX new or returning Choir 
members last Sunday. We are excited to have our newest members and excited to have 
returning members. Lord willing, we should have more to announce on Sunday afternoon. 

This week, several of our wonderful people celebrate a birthday. Send them a card, email, text, 
or give them a call and sing “Happy Birthday.” 

Mike Coker (bass, duh) – Mon, Apr 19 
XX 

Jim Mudge (bass) – Sat, Apr 24 
XX 

Jane Miles (alto) – Sat, Apr 24 
XX 

 

I grew up listening to and singing songs from “The Sound of Music.” It opened on Broadway in 
1959, and the movie version released in 1965. My first professional music gig was playing 
clarinet for a series of live performances of “The Sound of Music” for a community theatre 
company in 1971. (ouch!) My favorite part has always been the part where the head nun recited 
Psalm 121, just before singing, “Climb Every Mountain.” 

This morning in my Bible reading, I began with Psalm 121. What struck me this morning was the 
number of times the word or a form of the word “keep” is in the Psalm. The first phrase of verse 
4 caught my attention, “The Lord is thy keeper.” The word, “keep” mean to continue having or 
holding (something): to not return, lose, sell, give away, or throw away (something) 

Have you ever been discouraged? Have you ever felt alone? Have you ever had doubts? 
Remember and don’t forget the Lord is your keeper! 

When I got to Psalm 124, I noticed, “The Lord is our side.” In all the vicissitudes of life, the good 
times, and the bad times, the Lord is on our side. 

In Psalm 125, I read, the Lord surrounds us. The Jews sang this psalm when they traveled up to 
Jerusalem. The verse says the Lord surrounds us just as the mountains surround Jerusalem. 
What a vivid word picture to describe the Lord’s presence with us in all the circumstances of 
life—we don’t escape it and nothing can penetrate that which the Lord surrounds. 

Finally, in Psalm 126, the Lord has done great things for us. Stop and think. The Lord has done 
great things for us. Where were you born? Did you have anything to do with it? Where did you 
sleep last night? Did you sleep last night? When was the last time you missed a meal? Can you 
walk? Can you hear? Can you see? The Lord has done great things for us! And the result of the 
realization that the Lord has done great things for us is gladness—we are glad! 

Ps 121 the Lord is my keeper  
Ps 124 the Lord is on our side 
Ps 125 the Lord surrounds us 
Ps 126 the Lord has done great things for us, we are glad 

Choir, I need your help with congregational music on Sunday morning, please. You make a 
difference! We will also rehearse in the Auditorium at 5:00. We will plan to sing, “My God Is 
Real” on Sunday evening. 



Please remember to pray for Tim & Wanda Wyllie and Rex & Leigh Ann Wilkes. Tim and Rex are 
both facing serious health situations. I know they will appreciate your prayers. 

Thank you for your faithful service to the Lord in the ministry we share. 

On the journey of 2021, trust God, serve faithfully, live with joy, and grow together in grace! 

I look forward to seeing you on the Lord’s Day. It is a great joy serving as your minister of music. 

blessings! 
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