
February 14, 2021 

Greetings and Happy Valentine’s Day! I trust you are well and know you are loved. Thank you to 
those who helped last Sunday morning and evening! I appreciate both your service and 
faithfulness. 

Your singing in the Loft makes a significant difference in our services. Choir, we really need your 
help in the Loft for each service. You singing with me is much better than me singing alone—in 
our auditorium, on our livestreaming, and on the Baptist Temple Hour. On Sunday morning, we 
will load the Loft five minutes before each service—9:25 & 10:45. 

Choir, on Sunday afternoon, please load the loft at any time. We will run through a Choir song at 
5:45, and sing it next Sunday evening. You will find a copy of the music on the red library cart in 
the center of the Choir room. 

Orchestra, we will rehearse on Sunday afternoon at 5:30. We will look at music for this evening 
and the next couple of weeks. Thank you for your faithful service each time we meet! 

This week, several of our people celebrate birthdays. Send them card, email, text, or give them a 
call and sing “Happy Birthday.” 

Jim Berry (bass) – Sun, Feb 14 
XX 

 

Mark Ayers (orch) – Thu, Feb 18 
XX 

 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce 
of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no 
herd in the stalls, YET I WILL REJOICE IN THE LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 
GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high 
places. 

Although there is little or nothing known about Habakkuk, what he was inspired to write over 
600 years before the birth of Jesus is as pertinent for us today as it was when he wrote it. Issues 
with the food supply, issues with commerce, and a bleak forecast for the foreseeable future. 
Even if those things happen, Habakkuk says he is going to rejoice in the Lord. 

That was the theme of the song we sang last Sunday morning, “Rejoice, the Lord Is King.” Take 
joy in the God of our salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength. God sustains us. God provides for 
us. Rejoice! 

On Monday and Tuesday, I participated in the virtual edition of the music conference I have 
attended in person in years past. One of our speakers this year was Derric Johnson. When I was 
in college, Derric Johnson was on tour with a wonderful singing group called “Regeneration.” 
When Epcot opened up, Disney called Derric to put together what we now know as “The Voices 
of Liberty.” Derric also produces the live Disney Christmas shows each year. I always enjoy 
listening to Derric Johnson. 

One of the things he said on Tuesday had to do with “How music becomes worship.” 1. Music 
becomes worship when you know what you’re singing. 2. Music becomes worship when you 
believe what you are singing. 3. Music becomes worship when you feel what you’re singing. 4. 
Music becomes worship when you mean what you’re singing. 5. Music becomes worship when 
you perfect what you’re singing.  



One of the other terrific things he said was, “The amateur practices until he can get it right, the 
professional practices until he can’t get it wrong.” 

Thank you for your faithful service to the Lord in the ministry we share. 

On the journey of 2021, trust God, serve faithfully, live with joy, and grow together in grace! 

I look forward to seeing you on the Lord’s Day. It is a great joy serving as your minister of music. 

blessings! 


