
November 1, 2020 

Greetings, I trust you are well. Thank you to those who helped last Sunday morning and evening. 
Choir, we really need your help in the Loft for each service. We will load the Loft five minutes 
before each service—9:25, 10:45 & 5:55. 

Orchestra, we will rehearse on Sunday afternoon at 5:40. We will look at a new chart and review 
our music for this evening. 

I find it hard to believe we have arrived at November 1 of 2020. Say anything you care to say 
about 2020, but in so many ways, one word that comes to mind is unique. It has been unique 
among every other year of my life. For most of my adult life, November has primarily been about 
getting a Choir ready for Christmas productions. In that regard, to say the least, this year is 
different. 

A stable part of November has been and continues to be Thanksgiving—at least in the sense that 
there is a holiday marked on the calendar for the fourth Thursday of the month. Even in the 
busiest of years, the Thanksgiving holiday has been the grand pause before the big event. 

As much as the Thanksgiving holiday means to us with gatherings of friends and family, favorite 
foods, special activities and football games, it is in the meaning of the of the holiday that we can 
find true joy and gratitude—despite the unique circumstances of 2020. 

In a year when many of our normal activities are ushered to the back burner—or even taken off 
the stove completely—we find ourselves with the opportunity to focus on the one item that 
should be on the front burner, our thanksgiving to God for His blessings in our lives. 

I have a challenge for us. This year, Thanksgiving Day is November 26. There are twenty-six 
letters in the alphabet. How about each day leading up to Thanksgiving, we take just a few of our 
precious minutes to think of, write down, thank God for, and even share what it is that we are 
thankful for. 

Today is November 1, the first letter of the alphabet is “A.” What are you thankful for that 
begins with the letter “A”? 

Johnson Oatman, Jr. put it this way: “Count your blessings, name them one by one, and it will 
surprise you to see what God has done.” 

This week and in the coming week, several of our people celebrate birthdays. Send them a card, 
email, text, or give them a call and sing “Happy Birthday.” 

Steve Miles (tenor) – Tue, Nov 3 
XXX 

 
Megan Kendall (sop1) – Wed, Nov 4 
XXX 

 
Caitlin Butler (sop1) Fri, Nov 6 
XXX 

 
 



 
Choir, I would like you to learn the above Optional Choral Ending for Jesus! What a Friend for 
Sinners. It is on the schedule for this Sunday morning, November 1—Anniversary Sunday. There 
is an audio clip for you to hear on the front page of the fbtmusic.org web site. 

I look forward to seeing you on the Lord’s Day. It is a great joy serving as your minister of music. 

blessings! 


