
God protects us…so trust God. 
a. Moses, baby in a basket, adopted by 

Pharaoh’s daughter – Exodus 1-2 

b. Christ connection – Just like Moses, God had 

a plan for Jesus grow up and rescue His 

people from slavery to sin. God protects His 

people from the evil and Satan so they can 

do His will. 

c. Key Verse: Thessalonians 3:3 

d. Activity Suggestion: Hide 10 nickels and one 

quarter around a room. Place the nickels out 

in the open where everyone can see them. 

Place the quarter in a very difficult place to find, like in a plant. Tell your children that 

you have placed the coins around the room, and when you give them the signal, you 

want them to try to find them. 

Once they find the nickels, assuming they don’t find the quarter, give them clues. You 

can do this by telling them are hotter when they get closer or colder when they move 

farther away from the hidden coin. Explain to them how the quarter was more difficult 

to find because you took extra care to keep it hidden. 

This week, we will learn how Moses was hidden from Pharaoh’s soldiers as part of God’s 

plan. 

e. Daily Devotional:  

a. Day One – Read Genesis 50:15-26 

i. Think about it: Imagine that you and your brother or sister are throwing a 

ball back and forth at breakfast in your kitchen, and each time you pass 

the ball you throw it a little bit harder. Then, it happens. You throw the 

ball so hard the other person can’t catch it, and it knocks a bottle of 

cooking oil off the counter. The bottle breaks on the floor next to the 

refrigerator with a loud crash. Pieces go everywhere. 

Mom comes in and immediately begins to clean up the mess. You and 

your sister think, “We are in big trouble now”, but what you don’t know 

is that God is going to work your foolishness for your good. As Mom 

wipes up the mess, she realizes she needs to move the fridge because the 

oil has run underneath it. When she does, she finds a diamond earring 

she lost two months ago. Although you were disobeying, God was able to 

work your sin for good! That doesn’t mean we should sin to test God, but 

God can work our sins for good. 

In our story today, Joseph reminds his brothers that God used their sin 

for good to save a lot of people from dying. 



After Jacob dies, Joseph’s brothers start to worry. They think Joseph may 

now try to get even with them for what they did to him. Instead of asking 

for forgiveness straight out, they say that, before he died, their father 

asked that Joseph forgive them. 

However, they need not worry—Joseph has already forgiven them. He 

can see how God used their evil deed to save a lot of people, including 

their whole family. 

Joseph’s faith in God is an example for us all. Even when someone does 

something bad to us, God can use it to make our lives better. 

- Questions for preschoolers and elementary: 

o Why were Joseph’s brothers afraid? (They thought he might 

try to punish them for what they did now that their father was 

dead.) 

o Do you think Joseph’s father really asked Joseph to forgive the 

brothers, or do you think they were making up the story? (We 

don’t know for sure, but the way the story is written it seems 

like the brothers made it up. Jacob is already dead and they 

become afraid before they mention it.) 

o What did Joseph say God was going to do in the future? (God 

was going to bring them out of Egypt, back to the land he 

promised to give his father Jacob, grandfather Isaac, and 

great-grandfather Abraham.) 

Pray about it: Ask God to help you forgive people who sin against you. 

- Questions to consider with your teens: 

o Teen, ask your parent about a time when they sinned but God 

worked it out for good.  

o What is something really hard that’s happened in life (whether 

recently or not)? If God has turned it to something good, 

thank Him. If He hasn’t (yet?), ask for patience like Joseph’s! 

b. Day Two – Read Exodus 1 

i. What do you remember about yesterday’s story? What do you think is 

going to happen today? 

The people of Israel have now been in Egypt for more than 300 years. The 

new king (in Egypt, called the pharaoh) knows nothing about Joseph and 

how he had served Egypt. Pharaoh is afraid of the Israelites because 

there are so many of them, so he decides to kill their baby boys. In this 

way, the Hebrew nation will not become too strong, and Pharaoh can 

keep them as his slaves to do whatever he wants. (“Hebrews” is the 

name Pharaoh calls the Israelites.) 

But Pharaoh is fighting against God, who had promised Abraham that 

everyone who blessed him would be blessed and everyone who harmed 



him would be harmed (Genesis 12:3). The midwives who deliver the 

babies refuse to obey Pharaoh’s order and the Israelites grow stronger. 

Then Pharaoh makes a new law that every Hebrew son born should be 

thrown into the Nile River. 

- Questions for preschool and elementary: 

o Why isn’t Pharaoh grateful for all that Joseph did to save 

Egypt during the famine? (By now, 300 years later, Joseph has 

been forgotten.) 

o Why does Pharaoh want to kill all the baby boys? (“He is 

afraid the Hebrews [that is what he calls God’s people] will 

rise up like an army and fight against the Egyptians.” 

o What do you think God is going to do? (God is going to raise 

up a deliverer who will lead his people out of Egypt. 

Remember that when Joseph was dying he told his brothers 

that God would lead them out of Egypt and take them back to 

the land God promised to give Abraham.)” 

o Why don’t the Hebrew midwives follow Pharaoh’s command 

to kill the baby boys? (They fear God and refuse to do what 

they it is against God’s word.) 

Pray about it: Thank God for giving us grace to obey even when it is 

difficult. 

- Questions to consider with your teens: 

o Try to put yourself in the Hebrews’ shoes (sandals?). What 

would you do if you were them?  

o A potentially charged question, but relationship building: Was 

what the midwives did right? How do you know? Does that 

apply in our own societal context? If so, how? If you and your 

teens disagree, why, and if so, is that ok?  

c. Day Three – Read Exodus 2:1-10 

i. Can anyone guess how our story this week points forward to Jesus? 

ii. Where in the world do you hide a baby for three months, and what do 

you do if a baby you are trying to hide starts to cry? What if your 

neighbor asks, “Hey, is that a baby I hear crying in your house?” Do you 

reply, “No, that is only the cat”? 

Moses’ mom had to hide him, because Pharaoh ordered that all of the 

Hebrew baby boys should be thrown into the Nile River. But you can’t 

hide a growing boy forever, so she finally gives in to Pharaoh’s command 

and places him in the Nile—gently, in a basket boat—trusting the boy to 

God. Then she sends his sister along to watch over him. 

God saves baby Moses so that when he grows up he can save God’s 

people. That’s how Moses is like Jesus. God is going to use Moses to 



rescue his people from the evil of Egypt, and that points forward to how 

God would use another baby, Jesus, to grow up to rescue his people from 

the evil of their sin. 

- Questions for preschool and elementary: 

o Why does Moses’ mom try to hide him? (Pharaoh ordered 

that all the Hebrew baby boys be thrown into the Nile River. 

She hid Moses so he would not be killed that way.) 

o What happens to Moses in the river? (Parents, allow your 

children to retell the story of how Pharaoh’s daughter finds 

him.) 

o Who takes care of baby Moses in the end? (In the end, Moses’ 

mom takes care of him and actually gets paid by Pharaoh’s 

daughter for doing so. Parents, this is an amazing provision by 

God that many children don’t realize. Moses’ mom released 

her son into the river, trusting him to God, and that very day 

God returns him to her to raise with the blessing of Pharaoh’s 

own daughter.) 

Pray about it: Thank God for saving baby Moses’ life. 

- Questions to consider with your teens: 

o Teen, ask your parent about a time when they trusted God 

with your life or something about you.  

o Parent, ask your teen about something that’s hard, and 

maybe something that’s hard to trust God with. (Big decision, 

relationship challenge, schoolwork, etc.) 

o How is trusting God with big things good? Why is it good?  

d. Day Four – Acts 7:2-22 

i. What has God been teaching you this week through our Bible Story 

ii. This story is a part of a speech given by a Christian named Stephen. He is 

trying to explain God’s plan to save his people to a group of Jewish 

leaders who are angry with the Christians. They are upset because they 

believe that Jesus was destroying their Jewish faith. But Stephen knows 

that God’s promise to Abraham and God’s raising up Moses was part of a 

bigger plan that pointed to Jesus. So, in order to help them understand, 

Stephen shares the whole story with them. 

One of the things we learn from Stephen’s speech is that Moses was born 

at a special moment in time when God was ready to bring his people, 

who had grown into a great nation, out of Egypt, back into the land he 

had promised to Abraham. 

- Questions for preschoolers and elementary: 

o Kids, ask your parents if they can tell you about a time when 

they had an opportunity to talk to someone about Jesus. 



o What did Stephen say God thought about Moses? (Parents, if 

necessary, reread verse 20.) 

o What happened to God’s people while they were in Egypt? 

(They had a lot of children and increased in number [verse 

17].) 

Pray about it: Ask God to give you opportunities to share about God 

with others. 

- Questions to consider with your teens: 

o Ask the “Kids, ask…” question above. 

o For both parents and teens, when was the last time you 

shared about Jesus with someone else?  

o Who do you know who doesn’t know Jesus? (How) are you 

doing anything to share Jesus with them? This can have lots of 

different answers!  

f. Service Suggestion: Do you know of someone or something that needs protection. Write 

a note of encouragement to some emergency responders or doctors or others in the 

community whom God uses to protect us. Consider taking them a special treat or gift. 

a. Yes! Or just give them a call, ask them how you can pray for them. No note 

required, and remember, God love them and if you “mess up,” they don’t know 

who you are.   

g. Craft or Game Suggestion: Use popsicle sticks, toothpicks, paper strips – whatever you 

have – to craft a basket for baby Moses. Test which materials float the best and ways to 

help it float better. 

a. Especially with the last part, absolutely do this with your teens. 

 

Excerpt From: Marty Machowski. “Long Story Short.” Apple Books. 

 


