
M A KI N G  D IS C I P L ES  

BI BL IC A L FOU NDA TI ONS F OR W OR LD G OSPE L  C HURC H  

 

FOUNDATIONAL | DEFINITIONS 

 

DISCIPLE 
A follower1 and companion2 of Jesus who becomes more like Jesus as he loves like Jesus3 and leads others to follow 

Jesus4. 

 1Matt. 4:17-20, Matt. 16:24-26, John 10:1-5, John 10:22-30| 2John 15:9-17, Matt. 11:25-30, John 17:20-26 | 
3Romans 8:29-30, Eph. 4:15-16, Eph. 5:1-2, Gal. 5:13-14 | 4Matt. 28:18-20, Rom. 10:14-17, Col. 1:28-29 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Spiritual growth is the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of a disciple in becoming more like Jesus in every way.1 It is a 

process that starts at the moment the person receives Christ by faith (i.e. the new birth) and continues on for the rest 

of their life on earth. In this way, a new disciple grows from immaturity into maturity, and from maturity into greater 

and greater Christlikeness.2  

Growth occurs over time by God’s grace as we seek to walk with Christ alongside other disciples.3 Immature disciples 

need the committed care of mature disciples to participate in God’s maturing work. Mature disciples also need close 

friendships with other mature disciples to continue their personal growth. Spiritual disciplines, such as prayer, 

reading the Word, and fasting, also promote growth.4 

1Rom. 8:4; 2 Cor. 3:18; Gal. 3:3, 5:16-25 | Tit. 3:5. 2Romans 8:29; 1 Cor. 13:1-8; Eph. 4:11-16 & 22-24 | 3Acts 2:42; 1 

Thess. 5:11; Heb. 3:13, 10:24-25; 1 Jn. 3:14-16 | 4Mt. 6:6; Rom. 12:1-2; Mt 6:16-18.  

SPIRITUAL MATURITY 
A mature disciple is someone who has shown themselves committed to living their life in Christ Jesus as his disciple 

according to God’s Word with love towards God and others1; who has a clear understanding and conviction of the 

essentials of the faith2; who is properly equipped to continue growing in the faith for greater and greater 

fruitfulness3; and who can then serve as a model for other Christians to imitate.4  

1Col. 2:6, Eph. 2:8-10, Eph. 4:11-14, Mark 12:30-31| 2Col 2:7 and Heb. 5:12-6:2 see also WGC Articles of Faith | 32 

Timothy 3:14-17, Col. 1:9-12, Psalm 1:1-3 | 4Phil. 3:17 and 1 Cor. 11:1 

DISCIPLE-MAKING 
The intentional relationships of a disciple that help to make and mature disciples that multiply.  

 

 



 

 

FOUNDATIONAL | METHODS 

 

RELATIONSHIP 
Since a relationship of love is at the core of who our Triune God is in himself 1, and since Jesus was sent by the 

Father to the world in love2 and founded his ministry upon loving relationships with his disciples, and since Jesus 

called them to imitate his love for them in their love for one another3 and has sent us out on the same mission,4 we 

recognize that loving relationships are the primary context for making, maturing and reproducing disciples. Not only 

were loving relationships Jesus’ method of ministry,5 they were also imitated in the apostle’s ministries6 and 

perpetuated in their instructions to the church.7 Therefore, we view ministry through a relational context. Ministry 

events and programs are not intended to merely gather a crowd but are a means of facilitating intentional 

relationships.  

1 1 John 4:8-10, John 17:5,24 | 2 John 3:16, 6:38 | 3John 15:9,12 | 4 John 20:21 | 5 All 4 Gospels | 
6 2 Tim. 3:10-11, 2 Thess. 3:7-9 | 7 2 Tim. 2:2, Titus 2:3-5, Eph. 4:11-13 

RELATIONAL IMPACT 
Practically speaking, the greater the time invested and commitment to Jesus and other members among members 

of an intentional discipling group, the greater the impact could be on those participants' spiritual maturity. However, 

with increased time and commitment of the individuals, there is a corresponding decrease in the number of 

participants that can be in a particular group for it to remain effective. For this reason, discipling groups should be 

limited in size (3-5 people). Other important, and necessary, aspects in the life of the Church occur in gatherings of 

larger numbers, but they cannot substitute for limited, concentrated, and committed discipling relationships. 

GOSPEL-CENTERED  
While the good news of Jesus Christ is the only news that gives eternal life to those who respond in faith1, it is also 

central to a disciple’s life, growth, and fruitfulness. The truth that we are accepted by God, not based on our 

righteousness, but based on Christ’s righteousness accounted to us by faith2, guards us from the error of dead 

legalism. The truth that we have been given the Holy Spirit by faith3—who leads us into all truth4, comforts us5, gifts 

us6 and empowers us for service7, and conforms us into the likeness of Christ8—guards us from the errors of 

fruitlessness and licentiousness. The truth that we are sinners who continually fall short of the glory of God9, and 

deserve death as wages of our sin10, guards us from spiritual pride. The truth that we are adopted children of our 

Heavenly Father,11 and are more loved than we could ever dare hope12, guards us from life-quenching guilt and 

spiritual despondency. Groups operating in gospel truth foster an atmosphere of faith, repentance, humility, 

holiness, commitment, openness about personal sin, trust, and patience. Therefore, when the gospel of Jesus Christ 

is at the center of our relationships, it not only guards us from error, but has the power to mature us into greater 

and greater Christlikeness.  

Moreover, because the work of making disciples is extending the call of Jesus from his original Disciples to us today, 

we speak of Jesus’ call to follow him (versus “WGC’s disciple-making plan”). Because the gospel is at the center, how 

truly we live the gospel is the measure of our success (versus number of groups, attendance, finances, or other 

metrics).  

1 Acts 4:12 | 2 Eph. 2:8-9, Rom. 3:21-26 | 3 Gal. 3:11-14 | 4 John 16:13 | 5 Acts 9:31, 2 Thess. 2:16 | 6 1 Cor. 12:4-7 | 
7 Acts 1:8, Rom. 15:13 | 8 Rom. 8:26-30 | 9 Rom. 3:23 | 10 Rom. 6:23 | 11 Rom. 8:15, Eph. 1:5 | 
12 Eph. 3:14-21, Rom. 5:1-11 



 

 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE-SATURATED 
Discipling relationships must be founded upon and saturated with the Scriptures. Believing that the Word of God is 

“living and active”, that it alone has the power to pierce our hardened hearts to give us life,1 and that it is effective 

“for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,”2 we make the Scripture the foundation 

of our relationships and our standard of practice. We look to the Scriptures not merely to stimulate our intellects, 

but so that we might know the mind of Christ in order to obey him3. Therefore, supplemental materials (video or 

book studies) demonstrate their benefit as they point to and apply the Scriptures actively and faithfully. 

1 Heb. 4:12 | 2 2 Tim. 3:16-17 | 3 1 Cor. 2:6-16, Mark 12:28-31  

SHEPHERDING 
Because disciple-making at all levels exists in relationship, leaders and disciplers view themselves as involved in the 

care of Jesus’ flock and as his under-shepherds. While some, like elders and pastors, hold formalized roles,1 all who 

are leading a flock (e.g., small group of disciples or a family unit) are both commissioned and responsible to provide 

care appropriate for their role to the needs of those in the “flock” as well as engage elders and pastors as 

appropriate to provide care and leadership.2 

1 Eph. 4:11-12 | 2 1 Cor. 12:24-27 

DISCIPLE-MAKING CONTEXTS 
Primary contexts for making disciples, whether focusing on building up immature believers or strengthening mature 

believers, are within the family and same-gender small groups. Disciple-makers may need to be involved in more 

than one group (e.g., their immediate family and a same-gender group), but because of limited time, having more 

than 2-3 such discipling contexts should be avoided. Other opportunities for larger group and less concentrated 

service and relationships may be possible as well.1 While Scripture identifies parents as the primary disciplers of 

their children, parents also need the benefit of discipling relationships to promote their spiritual growth.  

1We see this in the ministry of Jesus as he operated in different contexts: the multitudes, a broad group of disciples, 

the Twelve, and the three (Peter, James, and John).  

UNIFIED APPROACH 
We see a unified approached to making disciples that does not separate evangelism (calling people to discipleship) 

and discipleship (following Jesus). The gospel a person receives is the gospel a person grows in and lives out for the 

rest of his or her life1. Living out the gospel is not presented as optional for those who receive the Good News of 

being united to Christ and adopted into the family of God but instead is portrayed as the daily practice and goal of 

every believer.  

1 2 Peter 3:18; Eph. 2:8-10; Col. 2:6-7 

 

  


