
Family Connection
UNIT 1   |   SESSION 1FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 1:1-15

Session Summary

God’s story begins on the opening pages of the Book of Genesis. Those pages tell of a God who created everything, and the 
world looked quite different at its start. For a time, all things were good and functioned according to God’s original design, 
but sin entered into the human race and brought corruption to all of creation. Genesis’ creation account invites us to look 
back at historical events and recognize what these truths tell us about who we are and how we should live in the present 
age. The entire Bible is about God, and so is Genesis, but it also teaches us something about ourselves. 

Conversation Questions

• Why is it important for our family to believe in creation? Take some time to think through this question and discuss 
what we believe about creation.

• Ask each family member to describe a favorite aspect of creation and explain why he or she enjoys it. As a family, 
discuss the ways these created things can help us see God.

• What are some ways God has shown our family His goodness through creation?

• What is our family’s purpose? How can we live out God’s design for us as a family?

Family Challenge

If the weather allows, go on a hike, lie out under the stars, spend a day at the beach, or take a kayak out on the lake. As 
you explore the outdoors, talk about the ways you see God’s glory all around you in His creation. 

Note: If your family is unable to spend time outdoors, look at photos of the national parks or the ocean as you talk about 
seeing God’s glory in His creation.
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Family Connection
UNIT 1   |   SESSION 2FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 1:26-31; 2:16-18,21-25

Session Summary

When we hear the word image, we often think of the physical, but being made in the image of God goes much deeper 
than that. Human beings, who are uniquely set apart as God’s image bearers are above the rest of creation and steward it 
alongside God. This is not a power to be abused, and creation is not something to be worshiped. Instead, creation should 
lead us to worship the Creator for all the good things He has given to us. We also reflect God’s image in the way we take 
care of His creation—including the way we interact with other image-bearers. We exist in constant community, both with 
God and with other people, and keeping a right relationship with others requires us to remember whose image it is we’re 
made in and what that means for the way we live.

Conversation Questions

• How does the knowledge that we were each uniquely created in the image of God affect the way our family lives each 
day? How should it change our interactions with each other and with those outside of our family?

• What are some specific and unique characteristics in each of us that God can use to further His kingdom? How can we 
encourage each other to use those gifts?

• What are some specific ways our family can reflect God in the way we take care of (steward) the world around us?

• Based on this study, how should our family define what it means to be human?

Family Challenge

Give each family member a large note card. Each family member should write out the following verse at the top of the 
card: “I will praise you because I have been remarkably and wondrously made Your works are wondrous, and I know this 
very well.” —Psalm 139:14

As a family, talk about the ways each individual member connects with this verse. God doesn’t do anything halfway—we 
are amazing creations, with amazing gifts and responsibilities. Talk about areas in your lives where this is difficult to believe. 
Make a point to gather as a family at least three times this week to pray for and encourage one another. 
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Family Connection
UNIT 1   |   SESSION 3FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 3:1-7,14-21

Session Summary

God planted the garden of Eden and set Adam in it (Gen. 2:8). God gave Adam everything he would need: food, water, 
animals, and finally a helper “corresponding to him” (Gen. 2:20). The one thing God instructed Adam not to do was 
this: eat fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. However, as often happens to many of us, Adam and Eve 
were tempted to take the one thing they were told they couldn’t have. What happened as a result? Sin entered the world 
and everything in the world has been corrupted by it since that time. So, we are still prone to disobey and follow our own 
wisdom rather than acknowledging that sin leads to death and only God leads to life.

Conversation Questions

• What are some situations in which our family is tempted to place blame on each other? How does the reality of sin 
and Adam and Eve’s story change that?

• How can our family stand on the truth of God’s Word when the world often sends the message to “follow your heart” 
or “trust yourself ”? 

• In what ways does Adam and Eve’s story show our family the problem with following our own wisdom or 
trusting ourselves?

• What are some ways God can specifically use our family in restoring all things to Himself?

Family Challenge

Take a minute to scroll through social media feeds, the news, or to talk about issues in the lives of your family or friends. 
Discuss together the reality that sin has broken the world and is the root problem for all other problems we face. Choose 
specific items or areas of brokenness to pray over each day this week. If you come up with several prayer requests, allow 
each family member to pray over a different one each day. Instead of stressing over the issues brokenness has caused in our 
world, pray for God’s healing and repentance among His people.
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Family Connection
UNIT 1   |   SESSION 4FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 6:5-9,17-22; 9:1,12-15

Session Summary

Our sin “grieves” God. This word indicates much more than anger over our sin; it shows that our sin pains God and breaks 
His heart. Our obedience to God is much less about breaking rules than it is about causing pain in our relationship with 
Him. As far back as the fall, we can trace the lines of sin and destruction straight to today. However, that far back, we 
can also trace the lines of God’s grace into today. Despite the sin, despite the grief His people have caused Him, God has 
always provided a way for this relationship to be restored. This is made evident in the way He provided the ark to save 
Noah and his family and later provided Jesus to save us all. 

Conversation Questions

• What about God’s judgment is difficult for our family to understand? Why? 

• How can God’s decision to show us mercy when we were at our worst help our family show mercy to each other, and 
people outside of our family, no matter what?

• Note some of Noah’s positive characteristics. What are some ways our family can work to develop these in our life?

• Why does it sometime seem more difficult to share the gospel with lost people we love and know well? How can we 
work to change our attitudes about that this week?

Family Challenge

On a dry erase board, chalk board, or blank sheet of paper write out the names of the people in your family’s life (friends, 
other family members, classmates, coworkers, etc.) who do not know Jesus. Take a minute to talk about the fact that each 
of these people will face God’s wrath if they never accept the truth of  their sinfulness and His mercy toward sinners. Then, 
talk about ways your family can show and tell these people about Jesus. For an extra challenge, each time you see these 
names, pray for these people to come to know Jesus and for opportunities for your family to share the gospel with them.
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Family Connection
UNIT 1   |   SESSION 5FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis  11:1-9

Session Summary

The people in Shinar (modern day Iraq), wanted to make a name for themselves. So, they gathered bricks and asphalt to 
begin building a tower that would reach into the heavens. This tower is often called the Tower of Babel (or Babylon). The 
names Babel and Babylon indicate that these people were trying to reach the heavens, literally trying to build a tower high 
enough to get to God. God saw what they were building—the humans were working together, but not for God. They 
were working to make themselves famous. Instead of destroying the people or the tower, God confused their language and 
scattered them. The work on the tower stopped, and people of diverse languages filled the whole earth, just as God had 
commanded them to do from the beginning.

Conversation Questions

• What are some “towers” our family has tried to build? What was the result? What can we do to stop building the 
tower’s we’re constructing now?

• When has God shown grace to our family like He did by not completely destroying the builders of the Tower of Babel?

• This wasn’t long after the flood wiped out the entire earth. Why is it sometimes easy for our family to forget about 
God’s past judgments or punishments and return to old ways of life?

• List some steps our family can take to keep our motives in check.

Family Challenge

Find a photo of Torre Agbar in Barcelona, Spain. Make sure to look at photos of the tower at night and during the day. A 
French architect and architectural firm worked together to design this magnificent tower, which stands at 38 stories and 
about 475 feet tall. The tower reflects the colors of the surrounding city by day and by night the blues and reds take on a 
deeper saturation as the tower is light—over 40 colors cover the exterior of the building. The panels of building’s siding can 
be tilted to different angles. The tower, which houses a water company, resembles a water fountain. Discuss the numerous 
components of the tower and how many people might have worked on it. For example, not only were several architects 
involved, but contractors and construction workers and electricians and the like, were involved as well. Successfully 
building a tower takes cooperation and communication. Apply this modern day example to the Tower of Babel.
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Family Connection
UNIT 1   |   SESSION 6FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Job 1:6-12,20-22; 9:14-16,32-35

Session Summary

Have you ever heard the phrase “patience of Job”? Usually, we use this phrase to talk about someone who is incredibly 
patient. And Job definitely was that. It can be difficult to know what to do when facing the reality of suffering. It is not 
something we like to think about, but it happens. Even in this, we can look to God and His Word to help us understand. 
Job was a godly man who suffered greatly, and God allowed it. Job lost his children, his home, many of his servants and 
animals—the devil destroyed many of the good things in Job’s life. But Job still had his wife, his health, and faith in God. 
Job trusted even when it was difficult, and even when others encouraged him not to trust. But a time came when Job 
wondered where God was, and even “cursed the day he was born” (Job 3:1). Still, God comforted Job and reminded Him 
that His ways are greater than ours (Isa. 55:9). As God reminded Job, He is faithful even when we wonder where He is. He 
is never distant and He never wavers in His love for us.

Conversation Questions

• What are some of the most difficult circumstances we have faced as a family? How did we respond to those situations?

• When has our family seen evidence of God drawing close to us in our pain?

• How does our family struggle with the concept of suffering? How does Jesus’ suffering on our behalf help us with 
these struggles?

• Even though they didn’t always give the best advice, Job’s friends surrounded him in his time of need. Who are the 
people we can trust to pray and walk with our family through tough times? Who might we need to come alongside of 
and support as a family?

Family Challenge

Choose one (or all) of the people you listed in response to the last question. Then, go. Be there for that person or family. 
Being there doesn’t mean having the right words to say. Sometimes, being there means babysitting, cleaning someone’s 
house, cooking a meal, or even listening. Consider what the specific needs of this person/family are and meet them as well 
as you can. This is one of the ways the body of Christ acts as His hands and feet.
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Family Connection
UNIT 2   |   SESSION 1FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 12:1-4; 15:1-6

Session Summary

God asked Abram (Abraham) to leave behind all that was familiar—his land, his family, his home. Abram had no idea 
where God would take him; God only told him to go “to the land that I will show you” (Gen. 12:1). God promised 
blessings to Abram, including making him a into a nation with many descendants. Abram obeyed. He left everything he 
knew. But that didn’t mean the journey was easy for Abram. He began to question God’s promises, and so God reminded 
him again that the heir would come from Abram himself, and even showed him that his descendants would be as 
numerous as the stars.

Conversation Questions

• What would be difficult about leaving behind the rest of our family, our friends, and our home to go where God called 
us–especially if our family didn’t even know where we were supposed to go?

• What are some things our family has had to leave behind or let go of to faithfully follow God?

• Where is God calling our family to go now? What is He calling us to do?

• Why is it sometimes tough for our family to walk confidently into the unknown, despite knowing God’s future plans 
for us?

Family Challenge

This week, take the first step of obedience in something God has called your family to do. Whether that’s signing up to 
serve at a soup kitchen on Thanksgiving Day or donating clothes and other items you no longer need, get moving in the 
direction God has pointed your family. 
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Family Connection
UNIT 2   |   SESSION 2FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 22:1-6,7-14

Session Summary

After God gave Abraham and Sarah their promised son, Isaac, He then requested something that seemed impossible. God 
asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son, the son through whom the promise of many descendants was to be fulfilled. 
Rather than arguing with God or asking God why, Abraham simply obeyed. While this probably wasn’t something 
Abraham particularly wanted to do, he obeyed and believed that God could even raise Isaac back from the dead if necessary. 
But God didn’t let it go that far. He stopped Abraham’s hand from plunging the knife into Isaac and provided a ram to be 
sacrificed instead.

Conversation Questions

• When has God asked our family to do something that seemed impossible? What was the outcome?

• What kinds of commands from God are more difficult for our family to obey?

• How can our family increase our faith and trust in God to provide when it seems impossible or hopeless? 

• Who around our family is experiencing difficult commands from God? How can we pray specifically for their faith to 
increase and for them to walk in obedience?

Family Challenge

As a family, talk about the way God has proved faithful in your own family’s history. If you have pictures, use those as 
you tell the story. Maybe your story includes relatives moving from a foreign country to a new land, a soldier’s incredible 
survival in the midst of war, a couple supporting each other as they begin a new business venture or move across the 
country—the list goes on. The point is, choose an situation in which your own family (even your ancestors) had to trust 
God completely in the midst of a difficult situation. Then, talk about how that decision still affects your immediate family 
today, as well as how it inspires you to trust God in all situations. What can you learn from them?
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Family Connection
UNIT 2   |   SESSION 3FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 24:12-19,23-27, 63-67

Session Summary

After Sarah died, Abraham wanted their son, Isaac, to find a wife. Abraham gave instructions to his servant, who traveled 
back to Abraham’s family to find a bride for Isaac. But the servant didn’t trust his own judgment. Instead, he asked God 
for very specific signs for which woman was the one to return with him. He prayed that when the woman came to the well 
and he asked her for a drink that she would not only comply, but would also offer to draw water for his ten camels. Not 
long after he finished praying, Rebekah (granddaughter of Abraham’s brother, Nahor) came along and did exactly that. The 
servant asked for a place to stay and she offered him a place at her family’s home. The servant immediately praised God for 
answering his prayer (and Abraham’s). 

Conversation Questions

• When has our family seen God answer specific prayers for His provision?

• When has God answered our family’s prayers for provision in unusual ways?

• What big needs does our family currently have? 

• How can we pray for those needs, using Abraham’s servant as an example?

Family Challenge

Set aside some time to pray together as a family. Talk about the needs your family currently has. Then, allow each person 
to suggest a specific way to pray for those needs. When every family member has had a chance to speak, close in prayer, 
asking God specifically for what you need. If you want, ask each family member to pray over the requests he or she 
suggested. Keep it simple and specific, but spend time together as a family going before God with your needs.
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Family Connection
UNIT 2   |   SESSION 4FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 24:12-19,23-27,63-67

Session Summary

Abraham’s servant prayed for a very specific set situation for God to reveal to him who Isaac’s wife should be. After all, 
this would be the woman through whom God’s promise to Abraham was carried forward. For this incredibly important 
task, the servant left nothing to chance. He prayed over ever detail, and God responded, answering every request with a 
precision that could only be from Him. So, the servant took Rebekah back to Isaac to be his wife. 

Conversation Questions

• What situations is our family facing right now that we know only God can make it happen?

• How has God answered our family’s prayers recently? Were any of the answers or ways He answered surprising? 
Explain.

• God accomplished what He promised to Abraham. What encouragement can our family draw from this?

• Why is it so important for our family to recognize God’s faithfulness to Abraham? 

Family Challenge

Spend some time writing out on index cards specific prayer requests your family has. Fold them in half and place them in 
a bowl, vase, or box that everyone can access. Each family member should draw a card to pray over. Continue praying over 
this card until the prayer is answered. Once a prayer is answered, write the date on the index card and place it somewhere 
the whole family can see it, as a reminder of God’s faithfulness. Every time a prayer request is answered, the family member 
who prayed over it should draw a new index card, beginning the process over again. 
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Family Connection
UNIT 3   |   SESSION 1FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis  27:18-20,25-29

Session Summary

Although God said the promise would come through Isaac’s younger son, Jacob, Isaac intended to bless his older son, Esau, 
as was tradition. However, Rebekah overheard this and schemed with Jacob to make sure he received the promised blessing. 
They came up with an elaborate plan, including Rebekah cooking stew and covering Jacob in goat skins so he would look, 
feel, smell, and be able to cook just like Esau. Isaac couldn’t see, so their plan worked. Isaac blessed Jacob.

Conversation Questions

• Discuss when each family member has wanted a blessing promised to someone else (within or outside of your family). 
What was it? What happened? Why was the blessing so appealing?

• As a family, answer: Why can it sometimes tempting to want to manipulate God’s plan to get what we want? 

• When has our family been tempted to believe our plan was better than God’s?

• How can our family use this story to point others to the gospel?

Family Challenge

Take a few minutes to read through all of Genesis 27, with each family member taking the role of a different character. 
You can simply take turns reading aloud together or act it out—make it as creative or simple as you want. The point is to 
experience the story from a different point of view. Read through it as many times as you like, allowing family members 
to play a different role each time. You can take this a step further by then talking about which family member in the story 
each of your family members most identifies with and how that helped you understand the story better. 
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Family Connection
UNIT 3   |   SESSION 2FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 29:21-35

Session Summary

Jacob returned to his father’s people to find a wife. He saw Rachel taking care of the sheep, who was “his uncle Laban’s 
daughter” (Gen. 29:10), and she ran back to tell her dad who she’d met. Laban offered Jacob a choice in wages and Jacob 
requested Rachel’s hand in marriage. They agreed on seven years. But Laban didn’t exactly keep his word, because he also 
had an older daughter (Lead) and it wasn’t the custom for the younger daughter (Rachel) to be married first. Instead of 
giving Rachel to Jacob on his wedding night, Laban snuck Leah into Jacob’s tent. Jacob had already worked seven years for 
Laban and would have to work another seven for Laban to agree that he could marry Rachel as well. Jacob loved Rachel, 
but not Leah. God saw Leah’s pain; saw that she was unloved by her husband and God gave her children.

Conversation Questions

• As a family, discuss how each person feels about Laban’s deceit, Leah’s pain, and the unfairness to Rachel in not being 
able to marry Jacob as initially promised. 

• How does our family see God’s love toward Leah in this story? How does this encourage us?

• What ways does our family’s understanding of God’s love for us help us to love one another and others well?

• Allow each family member time to describe why love is a gift.

Family Challenge

Allow each family member time to go to www.5lovelanguages.com and take the assessment to find out what their love 
languages are. Once each family member has completed the short quiz, discuss what each person’s love language is. Then, 
talk about the ways you all can love each other better by using what you’ve learned through this assessment. For additional 
discussion, talk about which family members’ results surprised you and why, as well as specific examples of ways others 
have made you feel most loved in the past. 
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Family Connection
UNIT 3   |   SESSION 3FOR STUDENTS

Use the following thoughts and questions to have a spiritual conversation as a family. Don’t emphasize having the right 
answer, but focus on spending time discussing the Word as a family.

Scripture

Genesis 32:24-32

Session Summary

Before meeting with his estranged brother, Esau, Jacob struggled with God. During the struggle, God struck Jacob’s hip, 
leaving him with a bit of a limp as he went to face Esau—and the 400 men Esau took along with him. Jacob was so afraid 
of how Esau would react to seeing him that he sent his family to a safer place and went to meet Esau alone. That is when 
God met with Jacob. They struggled, and God renamed him Israel, meaning one who struggles with God. Then, Jacob 
went on his way to meet his brother.

Conversation Questions

• Did the ending of this passage surprise anyone in our family? Explain.

• What would our family have done if we were in the same situation Jacob’s family was in? How would we have felt? 
Explain.

• What past mistakes in our family’s life have caused long-lasting issues or consequences?

• How should living under the name of Christ cause our family to live and act differently? 

Family Challenge

Go to an arcade, play a video game, or play a board game where you each have to choose a “Player Name” or game piece. 
As you play, notice how many times each family member says, “I’m the blue one” or “I’m player one.” When we’re playing 
games, we often identify with our player profiles, game pieces, team name, and so on. But that is not our true identity. Use 
this time to relax and have fun as a family, but also to talk about the importance of finding your identity in Christ and 
identifying with His name throughout our lives.
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