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Introduction 

Paul’s letter to Titus is a practical manual on pastoral care. Chapter one lays out the qualifications for church leaders. 

Chapter two calls for sound doctrine, godly relationships, and behavior. In chapter three, Paul uses the word “but” (vv. 

4,8) to contrast new life in Christ and the “good works” (vv. 1, 8, 14) which flow from regeneration.  

 

Relationships  

v. 1 - Titus is to remind (present imperative – ongoing action) of a Christian’s duty to support the good purposes of 

government (Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17). Christians are to promote the welfare of the community (Jeremiah 29:7; 

1 Timothy 2:2). Obedience is not absolute; absolute loyalty is due only to God (Acts 5:29). 

v. 2 – How we speak and act toward people has a direct bearing on our witness. Paul says, “Let no corrupting talk come 

out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who 

hear” (Eph 4:29). James writes, “If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, 

this person’s religion is worthless” (Jam 1:26; cf. Ps 141:3; Prov 15:18; 18:21). We are to walk in the steps of Jesus (1 

Peter 2:20-25) and let the Holy Spirit teach us what to say when conflict comes (Luke 12:11-12; cf. Jn 14:27).  

 

Motivations  

v. 3 – Christians are to “remember” they were once alienated from God – living in darkness and hatred (Eph 2:12; Col 

1:21-23). This awareness should lead to compassion and understanding toward nonbelievers (1 Cor 2:14; Eph 4:18). 

vv. 4-7 – “But” introduces the familiar Pauline contrast between what we once were and now are (Rom 6:17-23; 1 Cor 

6:9-11; Eph 2:2-13; 5:7-12; Col 1:21, 22; 3:7-10). Mankind is unworthy of salvation. There is nothing we could ever do to 

merit God’s forgiveness and acceptance. However, Jesus bridged the gap of sin that separated us and God. No one 

deserves this act of love; God did it on His own, motivated by unfailing grace. No one is saved by good works. 

Repentance and faith in Christ result in regeneration – washed clean by the Holy Spirit; made a new creation in Christ!  

The result of this spiritual new birth is an absolute trust in a good God and in doing good works. (John 3:5-6; Romans    

5:6-10; 2 Corinthians 5:11-21; Ephesians 2:1-10; 1 Peter 1:23-25). 

v. 8 – “This is a trustworthy saying” looks back to the doctrinal statement in vv. 4-7. Paul connects sound doctrine 

manifested in “good works” – it is grace which produces acts of kindness (2:7; 3:1; 3:8; 3:14; Eph 2:10; 1 Cor 15:10).  

 

Conflict 

v. 9 - “But” provides the contrast with the sound teaching of v. 8. Paul’s remarks are directed at those who focused on 

OT genealogies and arguments about the law rather than on grace. (1 Timothy 1:3-7; Titus 1:10-16). 

vv. 10-11 - “Divisive” characterizes those that insist on their own opinion or self-appointed authority. These people form 

factions not unity. The divisive are to be warned once and if they continue, removed from the church.  

 

Team  

vv. 12-13a - Titus was an interim pastor. Tychicus was a trusted worker (Acts 20:4; Eph 6:21,22; Col 4:7,8; 2 Tim 4:12) 

and nothing is known about Artemas. Zenas could have been an expert in Jewish law or if a Gentile a Roman jurist. 

Apollos is an Alexandrian Jew who was instructed in Ephesus and worked in the Corinthian church (Acts 18:24-28; 1 Cor 

1:12; 3:4-6; 4:6; 16:12). Leadership is about service not position and title – we’re all interim and pilgrims (John 3:30). 

vv. 13b.-15 – The early church excelled at grace empowered giving of themselves and their resources to support 

ministers and to do the good for others. (Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37; 15:3; Rom 15:24; 1 Cor 16:6; 2 Cor 1:16; 3 Jn 5-8). Paul’s 

letter was to be read in the churches. Paul’s pastoral message is grace and good works!   

 

So, What? – Now, What? 

Jesus told us the greatest commandment is “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind…. the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself”. How do we “LOVE” our neighbor? L – Listen, O – 

Offer G.R.A.C.E., V – Value, Empathize.  


