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Romans 12 – A living sacrifice! 
Pastor Edward Conway, D.Min. 

 
The Good News 
The apostle Paul writes, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes” (Romans 1:16). He follows this statement with 11 chapters explaining the good news found in Christ and the 
bad news of people remaining in their own ungodliness and unrighteousness. Paul establishes that the good news is that 
all can be saved (Jew and Gentile) by accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. The bad news is that all people have 
walked away from God and stand condemned due to their sin. The good news is God sent His innocent Son into this 
broken world of sin to take upon Himself the penalty of sin. The gift is that every person who comes to Jesus in faith will 
have their sin forgiven and guilt removed, be at peace with God, and stand before God cleansed and justified due to 
Christ’s penal substitutionary atonement. The message of the Gospel is “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart, one believes 
and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For with the heart, one believes and is justified, and 
with the mouth one confesses and is saved” (Romans 10:9-10). In Romans 12, Paul urges believers to display the mercies 
received through the Good News: Purpose, v. 1. Mind, v. 2. Attitude, v. 3. Community, vv. 4-8. Lifestyle, vv. 9-21.  
 
Purpose: To bring glory to Jesus Christ, v. 1 
“Appeal” – An apostolic exhortation to display the beauty of Christ in our lives (Rom 6:1-14; 1 Tim 2:8-9; 1 Pet 2:9-12). 
“Mercies” – Chapters 1-11: God’s love (1:7; 5:5: 8:35,39), grace (1:6,7; 3:24; 5:2,20,21; 6:15), righteousness (1:7; 3:21,22; 
4:5,6,22-24; 5:17,19), and the gift of faith (1:5,17; 3:22,26; 4:15,13; 5:1; 10:17; 12:3).  
“Living sacrifice…reasonable” – The logical response to God’s mercies is a yielded life of worship (Rom 11:33; 1 Cor 6:20). 
 
Mind: Intentional development, v. 2 
“Do not be conformed to this world” – The call is to be visibly different from the world (1 Peter 2:9; 2); to reject the 
values, beliefs, or the spirit of the age which is dominated by Satan (2 Cor 4:4; Eph 5:18).  
“But be transformed” – To outwardly shine forth the beauty of Christ as empowered by the Holy Spirit (2 Cor 3:18; 5:17).  
“By the renewal of your mind” – The Holy Spirit changes our thinking through consistent study and meditation on 
Scripture (Ps 119:11; Phil 4:8; Col 1:28; 3:10,16).  
“Testing” – It is through the practice of discerning good and evil that the Holy Spirit matures the disciple (Heb 5:14). This 
is an intentional act of the disciple: Putting off – put on, Eph 4:20-24; 5:15-20; Col 3:1-17.  
 
Attitude: Christlikeness, vv. 3-8 
“Grace” – Paul’s exhortation is founded on God’s divine and unmerited favor (Rom 1:1-5; 1 Cor 3:10; Gal 2:9). 
“To think” – Like Christ (Philp 2:1-5), humility (1 Tim 1:12-14), sober judgment (1 Pet 5:5), faith to accept the assignment 
or gifts God has given (Philp 2:5-11; 2 Peter 1:3-15) for the benefit of a local assembly (1 Corinthians 12-14).  
“Let us use them” – prophecy (1 Cor 14:3); service or helps (1 Cor 12:28), teaching (1 Cor 12:28), exhortation (2 Tim 4:2), 
contributes generously (2 Cor 8:3-5, 9, 11), leads or administration (1 Cor 12:28), mercy/cheerfulness (Prov 14:21,31).  
 
Lifestyle: 25 Admonitions, vv. 9-13 (Relating to Believers) and vv. 14-21 (Relating to All) 
  
Love must be sincere.  Agape.  1 Jn 3:11 "This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one 
another".  Hate what is evil.  1 Cor 13:6 "Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth."  
  
Cling to what is good.  Phil 4:8 "Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable, if anything is excellent or praiseworthy, think about such things". 
  
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Jn 13:35 "By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another". 
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Honor one another above yourselves.  Rom 12:3 "Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think 
of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith has given you". 
  
Never be lacking in zeal.  Gal 6:10 "Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 
who belong to the family of believers." 
  
Keep your spiritual fervor.  Gal 6:9 "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up". 
  
Serving the Lord.  Col 1:29 "To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me". 
  
Be joyful in hope.  1 Cor 15:58 "Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves 
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain." 
  
Patient in affliction.  Romans 5:1-5 "Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we no stand.  And 
we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character hope.  And hope does not disappoint us, 
because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.   
  
Faithful in prayer.  1 Thessalonians 5:1-18 "Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God's will for you in Christ Jesus". 
  
Share with God's people who are in need.  Gal 6:10: "Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family of believers." 
  
Practice Hospitality.  Hebrews 13:2 "Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained 
angels without knowing it." 
  
Bless those who persecute you, bless and do not curse.  MT 5:44 "Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven." 
  
Rejoice with those who rejoice.  1 Cor 12:26: "If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every 
part rejoices with it". 
  
Mourn with those who mourn.  Col 3:12 "Therefore, as God's chosen people holy and early loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience." 
  
Live in harmony with one another.  Rom 15:5-6 "May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a 
spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
Do not be proud but be willing to associate with people of low position.  James 2:1-13 
  
Do not be conceited.  Rom 12:3 "Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with 
sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you." 
  
Do not repay evil for evil.  1 Peter 3:8-9 "Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as 
brothers, be compassionate and humble.  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to 
this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing". 
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Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  1 Peter 2:11-12 "Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and 
strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits 
us".  
  
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  1 Peter 2:15-17 "For it is God's will that by 
doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover 
up for evil; live as servants of God.  Show proper respect to everyone." 
  
Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath: For it is written, "It is mine to avenge, I will repay".  
Col 3:5-6 "Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 
desires and greed, which is idolatry.  Because of these, the wrath of God is coming".   
  
If your enemy is hungry feed him... thirsty... In doing this, you will leap burning coals on his head.  Luke 6:27-31 "But I 
tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those 
who mistreat you.  If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.  If someone takes your cloak, do not 
stop him from taking our tunic.  Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not 
demand it back.  do to others as you would have them do to you." 
  
Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good.  1 Jn 4:4; 5:1-5; Eph 6:2;  
Rev 12:11: "They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the work of their testimony; they did not love their 
lives so much as to shrink from death". 
  
So, What?  Now, what? 
The Lord has blessed us with every spiritual blessing (Eph 1:3).  We have experienced His great mercy: Justification, 
Adoption, Grace, Indwelling Holy Spirit, Election, Coming Glory, and Confidence in God’s love and faithfulness (Romans 
1-11).  We now have access in one spirit to the Father through the work on the Son; we are the people of God (Eph 2:11-
22; 1 Peter 2:9-10). Reflection: What mercy or blessing from God have you not fully experienced?  What one thought 
needs to be renewed or submitted to Christ?  In reflecting on your gifts which one do you need to exercise?  In planning 
your schedule for next week, how can you bless one friend - how can you bless one enemy?  How can you express 
genuine Christian love on social media?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


