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Introduction  

The Feast of Tabernacles provides the historical context for the text. This is the second great “I am”. Not 

only is Jesus the “bread of life” (6:35) but he is the “light of the world”. The image is based on the nightly 

ceremony in the court of the women where the enormous lampstands illuminated the whole temple 

court.  

 

v. 12 To Follow is to have his light.  

Jesus says, “I am” which is a title of God (Exodus 3:14; vv. 24,28,58). Jesus is the Son of the Father, the 

second person of the Trinity, his Servant, and the Word incarnate. Jesus came to make the Father known 

or reveal him to us (Jn 1:18; 14:9). God is his people’s light, grace, and peace (Ps 27:1; Num 6:24-26)). 

The Servant is the light to the nations so that God’s salvation would extend to the end of the earth (Isa 

49:6). At regeneration, Jesus’ life is imparted to the believer as the person is born from above, it is this 

life which gives the believer light, to follow (or abide in Jesus) Jesus is to have his light (John 1:4-18; 

3:19-21; 1 Jn 1). Jesus is the light of the world in the sense that all of creation is in darkness without his 

light (Gen 1). Jesus’ light exposes good and beauty as well as sin and evil. At the completion of the ages, 

the world will be full of his light (Rev 21:22-27).  

 

vv. 13-19 True Testimony   

The Pharisees object to Jesus claims as based upon his own words: “If I alone bear witness about myself, 

my testimony is not true” (Jn 5:31). However, Jesus is not alone in his testimony for he only speaks by 

the authority of his Father (John 5:19; 8:42; 12:49). Jesus and the Father are one (Jn 10:30). Jesus has 

been sent by his Father and will return to the Father (v. 14; Jn 5:30; 13:3). Jesus provides a three-fold 

answer:  

• vv. 13-14. They have rejected Jesus without any evidence or research, an irrational decision. (Jn 

6:42; 7:24-44) 

• vv. 15-16. They have judged by the wrong standards, superficial appearances, “the flesh”, and 

ignored the “signs” (Read, the 7 signs, 2:1-11; 4:46-54, 5:1-15; 6:5-14, 6:16-24; 9:1-7; 11:1-45) 

• vv. 17-19 They have not searched the Scriptures for the Father is the second witness. (Deut 17:6; 

19:15; Jn 1:29-34; 5:23-24, 37). Their minds are darkened by unbelief, hatred, and a desire to kill 

Jesus for the Jesus’ purpose was to reveal or make know the Father (Jn 1:18; 14:9).  

 

v. 20 Perfect Timing  

The treasury was part of the Court of the Women where thirteen-trumpet shaped containers were 

placed for the reception of various temple dues, six of them being for voluntary offerings (see Mark 

12:41-44). They were powerless to arrest Jesus because the Father was with the Son and his time had 

not yet come (see 2:4; 7:6; 7:30; 12:23; 12:27; 17:1).  

 

vv. 21-27 A Life-or-Death Choice  

Jesus again, predicts his death and the response from the Pharisees can be summarized in one word, 

“pride” (Read, Matthew 3:7; 23). The Pharisees world view was anchored in this life; they could not see 

God’s Kingdom work nor the works of Satan (Jn 3:7). This failure would result in the loss of eternal life 



and eternal punishment in hell. In the light of such unbelief, Jesus continues to affirm his absolute claims 

of being the Messiah. In doing so he continues to issue a call of grace, escape the wrath of God and hell 

through repentance and belief. Literally, Jesus is saying, “I have been consistent all along in telling you 

about my relationship with the Father and my purpose”.  

 

vv. 28-29 The Cross Reveals  

Jesus uses the title of God, “I am” (vv. 12, 24, 28, 58). Jesus affirms he has been sent by the Father (vv. 

16, 18, 26, 29). Jesus only speaks by the authority of his Father (John 5:19; 8:42; 12:49). Jesus and the 

Father are one (Jn 10:30). Jesus has been sent by his Father and will return to the Father (v. 14; Jn 5:30; 

13:3).  The Pharisees did not understand that Jesus was speaking to them as God; so, they missed the 

entire connection between Jesus, unique and one of a kind, relationship with the Father (Jn 3:16). The 

turning point would be the cross. Jesus says, “When you have lifted up…” (see Jn 3:14; Num 21:9). It is at 

the cross which reveals Jesus: The Messiah, The Redeemer, The Lamb of God who takes a way the sins 

of the world. It was at the cross that Jesus was glorified (Jn 12:23).  

 

v. 30 Power of Preaching  

Jesus spoke with such power and authority that his hearers responded to the message of cross even 

before his “lifting up”. Previously, John recorded people believed because of the signs Jesus performed 

(Jn 2:23) but now we can see the power of the preaching of the Word of God by the Word, Jesus. There 

is an urgent need in our own day to proclaim the cross of Jesus as empowered by the Holy Spirit. The 

apostle Paul says, “For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of 

eloquent wisdom, least the cross of Christ be emptied of its power” (1 Cor 1:17; cf. 1 Cor 2:1).  

 

So, what? Now, what? 

The text provides a contrast between the “Good News” and the reality of dying in one’s sins. Read: Jn 

8:20 and Jn 8:24. Reflect: How can you present the “Good News” to a friend or family member? 

Resolve: Pray that you could share your faith with one person this month. Resources:  

 

“Master Plan of Evangelism” by Robert Coleman. Free pdf: 

https://campusministryunited.com/Documents/MasterPlanOfEvangelism.pdf  

 

“The Power of Word and the Wonder of God” John Piper  

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/is-there-christian-eloquence-clear-words-and-the-

wonder-of-the-cross 

https://campusministryunited.com/Documents/MasterPlanOfEvangelism.pdf

