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Introduction 
John 6 marks the highpoint of Jesus’ popularity with the people despite the opposition from the 
religious establishment. It is a turning point; Jesus begins to share with his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem where he would be delivered up to death.  John makes mention of Jesus impending death (Jn 
6:51) but the synoptics provide the narrative (Mt 16:13-17:13; Mk 6:30-44; Lk 9:18-36). It is a decision 
point; many disciples would stop following Jesus (Jn 6:66) and the conflicts with the religious 
establishment would become more and more hostile. Apart from the resurrection, the feeding of the 
5,000 is the only miracle mentioned in all the Gospels; it is a sign! The sign pointed to Jesus as the One 
who could supply a person’s deepest need. Note: in bible times bread was the most significant daily 
food. Eating and drinking is used symbolically of God’s blessings (Deut 8:9; Ps 132:15; Neh 8:10).  
 
vv. 1-4 
John says it is Passover (Note: John mentions three Passovers. It gives us a clue to the length of Jesus 
ministry but more significantly it reminds us of God’s great deliverance of his people from Egyptian 
bondage which points to the deliverance Christ brings through his death and resurrection!) The Galilean 
hills would be green with grass. The multitudes should have been on their way to Jerusalem to celebrate 
Passover. The crowds were pressing in on Jesus wanting to see more miracles. Jesus decided to escape 
by boat to the other side of the lake and hike up the hillside. It was no use for the people simply ran and 
caught up to Jesus. The synoptics add much to the narrative. Jesus called the disciples together to hear 
them report on their ministries (Mk 6:30; Lk 9:10). Matthew adds that Jesus had just learned of the 
execution of John the Baptist (Mt 14:12-13) and he withdrew to rest (Mk 6:31).  
 
vv. 5-7 
The disciples had been with Jesus for two years and seen sign and wonders. Jesus looks at the crowed 
“with compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd” (Mk 6:34). Jesus decided 
to use the situation to deepen their faith, so he focused in on Philip. Philip was a native of Bethsaida (Jn 
1:44) which is located close to these events (Lk 9:10) so it is logical for Jesus to ask Philip about food in 
the area. Philip is confronted with a dilemma, for he knows there is no bakeries in the area (“desolate”, 
Mk 6:32) and the disciples had little money. How is he to respond to Jesus? Philip leans into his own 
wisdom and basically says, it’s impossible. A denarii represent a day’s wages for an unskilled laborer (Mt 
20:2). The crowd was about 10,000 people (Mt 14:21).  
 
vv. 8-9 
Andrew does a search of the crowd and discovers a boy with 5 barley (cheapest grain) loaves (a dinner 
roll or biscuit – a small amount) and two fish (pickled – tiny precooked). Andrew does not see the boy’s 
lunch as a solution but confesses they are insufficient to feed the 5,000 men plus women and children.  
 
vv. 10-13 
Jesus does not reply to Philip or Andrew; it is impossible to meet the need based upon human resources 
and wisdom. Jesus takes a practical step in asking the people to sit down in groups of 50 and 100 (Mt 



14:21; Mk 6:39). Jesus gave thanks and asks the disciples to distribute the food> it appears Jesus simply 
kept breaking the bread and fish – the miracle took place in the hands of Jesus.  The distribution of food 
was made, people were satisfied (it was not a token meal but a substantial meal) and there were 12 
baskets of leftovers – no litter and nothing wasted.  The miracle included assessment, planning, 
distribution, and a clean-up; all done through ordinary human means. It was all made possible by the 
power of God the Father working through his Son, Jesus Christ.  
 
What has been the contemporary response? 

• The people had plenty of food but would not share. The boy’s offer shamed them into sharing. 
• It was a token meal like The Lord’s Table. It symbolized thanking God and human fellowship. 
• It was a miracle – a sign! Jesus, the incarnate Son of God, provided food to satisfy real hunger.  

 
vv. 14-15 
The people were in awe! They recognized Jesus as unique and may have recalled Moses providing food 
and water in the desert (Ex 16:11-36; 17:1-6; Num 11:1-33; 20:2-11) and concluded Jesus was the 
prophet promised by Moses. Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among your own brothers” (Deuteronomy 18:15). The people were correct, Jesus was the one 
promised by Moses but their response to make Jesus king by force was wrong. The people wanted 
economic and political freedom from Roman occupation (cf. Acts 1:6). They did not understand the 
mission of Jesus. Jesus regarded the setting up of an earthly kingdom as a temptation of the devil (Lk 
4:5-8) and he would have not part of it. Jesus said, at the beginning of his public ministry, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mk 1:15). In essence, the 
people wanted to mold Jesus’ ministry into their own need and wisdom; the result is the same as it can 
be today, the failure to receive the gift of eternal life appropriated by repentance and faith in Jesus.  
 
So, What? Now, What? 
Do you see yourself in this story?  

• Philip who makes an estimate of what a work of God would cost but gives up in despair.  
• Andrew who makes estimates and calculations but takes no real action. 
• The multitudes who get the bible part right but desire to move things forward by ungodly means 

(intimidation, power, and physical force).  
• The multitudes who reject grace in favor of shaping and molding Jesus into something that is 

based upon their own need or reasoning.  
• A disciple who did not want to be bothered by the needs of people but suggested to send the 

people off to fend for themselves (cf. Mark 6:36).  
Read: Gal 2:20, Heb 11:6; Philip 4:13. Reflect: What is the lesson Jesus wanted to teach the disciples? 
What is the one thing needed to do great things for God? How do we obtain this one thing? Resolve: 
Explore your reflections and growth areas with a Christian friend. Resource: Miracles by C.S. Lewis.  
 
 


