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vv. 43-45 
After two days of ministry in the Samaritan village, Jesus departed for Galilee. Jesus was not accepted 
because of familiarity in his hometown, but success brought an audience (vv. 1-3; Luke 4:16-30; Mt 
13:57; Mk 6:4-6; Jn 2:13-22).  
 
vv. 46-47 
Jesus returns to Cana and word spreads of his arrival. A father who is an official (G937, basilikos: officer 
of the king. A member of Herod the tetrarch’s administration (cf. Mk 6:14), part of the governing class of 
Galilee. His son is near death, so he travels the 20 miles from Capernaum to Jesus. He pleads (G2065, 
erōtaō: to entreat, beg by persistent action) or begs for Jesus to come and heal his son.  
 
v. 48 
The “you” is in plural form (G3708, horaō, Verb - Second Aorist Active Subjunctive - 2nd Person Plural: to 
stare, to perceive, to know by experience). A better translation is “you people”. Jesus is referring to the 
privileged class who despise him and require proof rather than expressing faith (Jn 5:43; 12:37). Jesus is 
seeking genuine faith (Mt 9:28; Mk 9:23-24; Lk 8:50; Jn 14:11). 

v. 49 
The father makes a desperate plea for healing for his “little lad”. He is broken and helpless! (cf. Ps 107:19-20) 
 
v. 50 
Jesus’s reply is complex. He refuses to travel to the boy, yet Jesus speaks a word of power and heals the boy 
at this precise moment – the boy will live! The official releases his demand for Jesus to visit. Jesus creates a 
crisis of faith; it was a hard test for the official (cf. Mt 8:5-13). The official could reject and distrust Jesus; he 
could leave with nothing. The official could act without outward assurance, believe, and return home. The crisis 
set up an invitation for spiritual transformation and deep trust in Jesus (cf. Jn 20:31). 
 
vv. 51-53 
The servants of the “officer to the king” rushed to bring the good news of the boy’s recovery. John gives us an 
insight into the skill and competence of the official in dealing with people – “Trust but Verify”. The official had an 
initial hope, but the verification and authentication of Jesus promise brought saving faith to him and his 
household. Secondly, Jesus’ created the environment for saving faith to emerge – Jesus did the same for the 
women at the well and Nicodemus.   
 
v. 54 
The first sign was the changing of water into wine (cf. Jn 2:13ff.). It pointed to that Jesus was Lord of Nature. 
This second sign points to Jesus’ authority over sickness (spiritual, emotional, physical – Jesus is the Great 
Physician (Mt 9:1-13; 13:15; Mk 2:15-17; Lk 4:18; 5:31-32; Jn 5:1-9).  
 
So, What? Now, What? 
The official had a desperate request, but Jesus did not answer the request in the way in which it was 
demanded. Jesus’ response allowed the man to fully experience saving faith and trust in Jesus’ as “the savior 
of the world”.  Read: Hebrews 12:1-2 Reflect: Who is the source of our faith? What role does endurance and 
repentance from sin have to do with maturing or growing in faith? How did Jesus help the official grow in faith?  
Respond: Discuss with a friend or your small group, use some specific examples, how you are growing or not 
growing in faith. Resource: Growing Your Faith How to Mature in Christ by Jerry Bridges.   


