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Introduction 

John 14’s context is Jesus’ farewell address (chapters 13-17). It takes place on Thursday night in the 

upper room. It is Jesus’ last night with His disciples. The disciples’ hearts were troubled. Jesus told them 

that He was leaving, would be crucified, He was going to prepare a place for them, and would return 

(13:1, 3; 14:1-3). The loss of relationship with Jesus and the loss of Messianic expectations was 

overwhelming. A coming darkness was announced, Judas would betray Jesus (13:21) and Peter would 

deny him three times (13:38). Jesus responds by loving them without limit (13:1b), demonstrates that 

love as He washes dirty feet (13:4-16), gives a new commandment to love one another (13:31-35), and 

brings comfort to their hearts (14:1-3). John 14:4-14 is a transition in the lives of the disciples. They 

would have to move from what they had seen (1 John 1:1-4) and have faith in God who they could not 

see and did not understand (Jn 1:18; 20:29; 20:31). The fear, anxiety, and loss produce a crisis of faith 

within the disciples.  

 

vv. 4-7 And you know the way to where I am going. Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where 

you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father 

also, from now on you do know him and have seen him. 

• Thomas repeats Peter’s question (13:6, 36-37). The crisis of faith: will God, who the disciples 

cannot see, take care of the disciples in the same way Jesus did?  

• Jesus’ redemptive work is personal; He is the way to a right relationship with God. Follow thou 

me. I am the way and the truth and the life. Without the way there is no going; without the truth 

there is no knowing; without the life there is no living. I am the way which thou must follow; the 

truth which thou must believe; the life for which thou must hope. I am the inviolable way; the 

infallible truth; the never-ending life. I am the straightest way; the sovereign truth; life true, life 

blessed, life uncreated. If thou remain in my way thou shall know the truth, and the truth shall 

make thee free, and thou shalt lay hold of eternal life. Thomas à Kempis 

• The disciples have already begun to know the Father because they have come to know the Son; 

in fact (although they do not realize it yet) in the Son they have seen the Father. “No one has 

ever seen God, but God the only Son who is at the Father’s side, has made him known” (Jn 1:18).  

• Jesus’ goal is to inform the disciples that a better future awaits them. “Nevertheless, I tell you 

the truth: it is to your advantage that I go way for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come 

to you. But If I go, I will send him to you (16:7). (cf. 14:16; 14:26; 15:26). 

• Jesus’ prayer in John 17 expresses the transition to the care of the Father (17:9).  

• It was only after the resurrection that Thomas understood that Jesus is his “Lord and God” 

(20:28). Note the application to us today and the necessity of faith (20:29).  

 

vv. 8-11 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I 

been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. 

How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority but the Father who dwells in me 



does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of 

the works themselves.”  

• Philip’s thoughts reflect a lack of faith and trust in the person and promises of Jesus. It is 

possible that Philip was thinking about God’s manifestations in the Old Testament (Gen 32: 

24,30; Judges 13:3-22; Exodus 34:4-8).  

• Philip’s understanding of Jesus as God incarnate is lacking. “He is the radiance of the glory of 

God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. 

After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on High” (Heb 

1:3). “He is the image of the invisible God” (Col 1:15).  

• Philip does not understand the trinitarian nature of God. The Godhead is three distinct Persons 

who exist together as one God. It is a truth and a paradox which is beyond human experience 

and comprehension. (1:18; 10:38; 14:20; 17:21; Col 1:15) 

• There is no loss in Jesus leaving as He will send them the Helper (14:16; 14:26; 15:26; 16:13).  

• Jesus asks Philip to consider the signs and wonders performed by Jesus. Again, verse 20, links 

the coming of the Holy Spirit with the believer’s ability to do God’s Kingdom work.  

 

vv. 12-15 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater 

works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in my name, this I will 

do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 

• The promise is that the disciples both present and future will do the same works as Jesus did but 

in a greater extent or scope. The Book of Acts records the fulfillment of this promise, and it 

continues into today. (Acts 1:8) 

• The power to do these greater works is linked to prayer and to the Holy Spirit (vv. 16-18; 26).  

• The provision is found in praying “in the name of Jesus”. To pray in His name is to acknowledge 

that Jesus is the Lord, not we. It means that we are to pray for the advance of His program, His 

will, His agenda, not our own. It means that the purpose of prayer is to mold our will to 

conformity with His, not bend God’s will to ours. It means that when we pray, we recognize that 

we are the servants, working in partnership with Jesus, willing to do whatever Jesus asks if it will 

further His Kingdom.  (Matthew 6:10) 

 

So, What? Now, What? 

The normal life is one of transitions – loss, change, and growth (Ecc 3:1). These seasons require faith and 

trust in a good God (Rom 8:28; Heb 11:6). The text demonstrates that transitions are frequently not 

understood and may produce anxiety and fear. However, they are for our benefit. In walking through 

transitions, Christ is the anchor and hope (Heb 6:19). In your devotional time reflect upon the Bible text 

and consider the four ways Christ has revealed Himself. How does this help you in life’s transitions?  

• The Person of Christ – Jesus is God incarnate and is the Way, Truth, Life. Heb 1:3; Col 1:15 

• The Promise of Christ – Jesus loves, never leaves, and never changes.  Heb 13:8; James 1:17 

• The Power of Christ – Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to abide, empower, guide. Acts 1:8; Rom 8:26 

• The Provision of Christ – Jesus gives access to him through Word and prayer. Philip 4:6; Mt 6 

• The Place of Christ – Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father making intercession for us and 

preparing to come again. This affirms that He has equal status to the Father within the Godhead. 

Hebrews 1:3; 12:2; 1 Peters 3:22; Acts 7:55-56; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Hebrews 9:28; Rev 1:7 


