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v. 12 There are three groups connected with this event. The “large crowd” refers to the pilgrims who had come to 
Jerusalem for the Passover. A second “crowd” include the disciples and those traveling with Jesus because of him raising 
Lazarus from the dead (vv. 17-18). The third group of people include the religious leaders and those abiding in Jerusalem 
(v. 19). (Mt 21:1-11; Mk 11:1-10; Lk 19:28-40) 
 
v. 13 The pilgrims took up palm branches to express their hope in the coming of the Messiah. They chanted Psalm 
118:25-26 which was sung by Passover pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem. “Hosanna” is a Hebrew expression meaning 
literally, “Save now!” The chant was a plea for the Messiah’s immediate intervention as the ruler of Israel.  
 
vv. 14-15 Jesus was ready to intervene in the lives of the people but not according to their expectations. In fulfillment of 
Zechariah 9:9, Jesus comes as a messenger of peace, not as a conqueror. Zechariah 9:9 reads literally, “Cease from your 
fears, O daughter of Zion” which is a personification of the city of Jerusalem (Isa 1:8; 52:2; 62:11; Jer 4:31; 6:23; Lam 2:4, 
8, 10, `3; Mix 4:8; Zeph 3:14; Zech 2:10). The account in Luke 19:41-44 recalls the heart of Jesus toward the “daughter of 
Zion”. Jesus wept for he saw the coming destruction of the city and the Temple at the hands of the Romans in 70 A.D.  
 
v. 16 The disciples would understand after Jesus’ cross and resurrection (cf. Acts 16:31; Rom 10:9-10; 1 Jn 5:11-12). 
 
vv. 17-19 The crowd following Jesus caused the religious leaders to view their attempts to halt Jesus as futile.  
 
vv. 20-22 A day or two later a group of Greeks asked to see Jesus. The Greek pilgrims were seekers of the one true God 
and had some knowledge of the Old Testament. Gentile pilgrims were welcomed at the Passover and would have 
gathered in the “court of the Gentiles”. The Greeks engaged Philip and Andrew, both Greek names, and from the 
northern side of the lake of Galilee an area dominated by Gentiles. They asked, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus”.  
 
vv. 23-24 Jesus immediate response to the Greeks is “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies…” Jesus had said, “my hour has not come” (2:4; 7:6; 7:30; 
8:20) but now is the time (13:1) – the cross opens the way for the Gentiles to experience salvation (1 Cor 1:18). 
 
vv. 25-26 The great Christian paradox is we must die if we would live. It is only through personal faith in Jesus’ penal 
substitutionary atonement is our sin removed. This is what makes us acceptable, sinless, and completely clean before 
God. We are saved by identification with Christ in his death. We are justified because we have died with him and made 
free from sin. This is the reason that the cross is the symbol of Christian faith. (Rom 6; 2 Cor 5:14-15; Gal 2:20; 1 Jn 5:20).  
 
So, What? Now, What? 
Jesus says, “if anyone serves me, he must follow me” (v. 26). The test of following is will we follow Jesus to the cross 
(Romans 6; Luke 9:23; Mt 16:25). Will we voluntarily give up our life for his life?  Tozer writes, “In every Christian’s heart 
there is a cross and a throne, and the Christian is on the throne till he puts himself on the cross. If he refuses the cross 
he remains on the throne. Perhaps this is at the bottom of the backsliding and worldliness among gospel believers 
today. We want to be saved but we insist that Christ do all the dying. No cross for us, no dethronement, no dying. We 
remain king within the little kingdom of Mansoul and wear our tinsel crown with all the pride of a Caesar, but we doom 
ourselves to shadows and weakness and spiritual sterility”. Read: Luke 9:23 and Romans 6:6. Reflect: How do we know 
who is on the throne of our heart? What are the implications of having self on the throne – having Jesus on the throne? 
What are the implications for eternal life? Resolve: Memorize Galatians 2:20 and share it with a friend. Resource: Free 
pdf of “The Radical Cross” by Tozer,  https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/01/01fa6a48-f167-48c2-
9e16-f1b013ed4206/documents/the-radical-cross-a-w-tozer.pdf 


