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Introduction 

In the United States today, according to the latest U.S. census data, nearly 18.5 million children grow up without 

their fathers. Approximately 80% of single-parent homes are led by single mothers; therefore, leading to nearly 25% of 

our youth growing up without a father in the home. The negative impact of the lack of fathers in the home is 

catastrophic to young people: 70% of all adolescent patients in drug and alcohol treatment centers originate from 

homes without fathers, and 90% of all homeless and runaway children come from homes without a father. According to 

data collected by Promise Keepers and Baptist Press, if a father does not go to church, even if his wife does, only 1 child 

in 50 will become a regular worshiper as an adult. If the father is the first person in the family to be converted to Christ 

93% of everyone in the household will follow. The point of all these statistics is that a father’s faith and practice have a 

direct impact on the future spiritual condition of their children. One more statistic, “married couples who regularly 

attend religious services together are 47% more likely to NOT get divorced, than couples who don’t go to church” 

(Harvard School of Public Health, Professor Tyler VandeWeele, 2016).  

Luke records, “Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him. And the Pharisees and the 

scribes grumbled saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them’” (vv. 1-2). Jesus’ response is to share three 

parables with the people. In vv. 3-7, the story is about a man who has a hundred sheep, loses one, and goes after the 

one lost. In vv. 8-10, the story is about a woman who has ten coins, loses one, and finds the tenth. In vv. 11-32, the story 

is about a father who has two sons, loses one but he returns. All three stories have the same sequence: lost, found, joy! 

The last story is unique because it gives us a point of reflection about one father who did well relating to his sons.  

 

The Younger Brother   

Self-willed, “Father give me”, v. 12a. Impatient, “the share of property that is coming to me”, v. 12b. Wasteful, “he 

squandered his property in wasteful living”, v. 13. Negative outcomes: separation from father, guidance, freedom 

resulted in bondage. Positive outcomes:  pain awakens the soul (v. 17), remembers a godly home (v. 18a), repentance 

brings freedom, (vv. 18-21). The younger went from “give me” (v. 12) to “make me” (v. 19). 

 

The Elder Brother (context: v. 2) 

Responsible and working in the field, v 25. Angry and bitter, v. 28. Self-satisfied, self-righteous, and self-satisfied, 

loveless v. 29. Ungrateful: privilege (a son), position (with me), possessions (all I have), v. 30. Outcome: unknown.  

 

The Father 

Allowed life to teach/no control (vv. 12-13) A godly home love/acceptance (vv. 18-19) Publicly humble/looking/seeking 

(v. 20).  No shame or guilt/forgiveness, acceptance, and restoration (vv. 21-24). Patient, longsuffering, accepting, time to 

process, affirming, relational, adult to adult communication, speaking the truth in love (vv. 28-32). (cf. Deut 6:6-7; 

Proverbs 22:6; 23:13 Eph 6:4) 

 

Reflections 

I think both sons were prodigals. One left for a far country and the other stayed home. The sons had no love for 

the father, no appreciation for all that they had, and no sharing in joyful fellowship. Their goal was to obtain the father’s 

wealth by any means possible: manipulation, disrespect, and duty without loyalty. In searching my own heart, I can see 

both the younger and older brother lurking in my heart and I believe that is the lesson. We are all rebels, in need of 

grace and forgiveness from sin. Jesus is the one looking and seeking (Luke 19:10). Jesus is the one who leaves his home 

and runs out to rescue us from our sin (Philip 2:5-8). Jesus is patient, longsuffering, and allows for time least we be lost 

(2 Peter 3:8-10). Jesus is the one who reminds us that we have privilege, position, and possessions due to his saving 

work on the cross which justifies and sets us free from sin (2 Cor 5:17-21; Rom 5:1). The story is the Gospel and our 

response to it frees us to experience new birth in Jesus Christ (Acts 2:37-38; Jn 6:44; Rom 8:29-20; 1 John 1:9-10).  


