
Advent 2020 – Week One – Hope 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Sustaining Hope – Three Truths for Today 
 

Theme 
Hope is the earnest anticipation or confident expectation that comes from believing God’s promises. It is 
grounded in the future reality found in Christ and His promises (cf. Titus 2:13; 1 Peter 3:15; John 6:47; 
Hebrews 11:1). Jeremiah, “shut up in the court of the guard”, places his hope in God. Israel broke 
covenant (cf. Jeremiah 7, 25) but God would remain faithful to his covenant (cf. Jeremiah 30-33). Just as 
Moses said,  “The Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you, and he will 
gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you…And the Lord your 
God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your off spring, so that you will love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live (Deuteronomy 30:2, 6).  
 
The Book of Jeremiah  
Jeremiah was an Israelite priest who lived and worked in Jerusalem during the finale decades of the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah. He was called as a prophet to warn Israel of the consequences of breaking 
covenant with God. He predicted that the kingdom of Babylon would come and bring judgment on 
Judah, destroy Jerusalem, and take the people into exile for 70 years. Chapter 36 tells us how the book 
came into being. After 20 years of preaching, Jeremiah used a scribe named Baruch to gather all his 
sermons together. The book is divided into three sections:  Chapters 1-25 are before the exile and 
contain charges of idolatry, corrupt leadership, social injustice, and child sacrifice. Jeremiah announces 
the coming of Babylon to conquer and judge. Chapter 26-45 Jeremiah begs Israel to repent but they do 
not. The city is destroyed, and the captives taken into exile to Babylon. Chapter 46-51 describe God’s 
judgment on the nations and Babylon’s own destruction. The Book ends with a note of promise based 
on 2 Kings 25 with the release of Jehoiachin King of Judah from prison who is then given a place of favor 
in the Babylonian court.  
 
A Message of Hope  
 In the middle of section two (26-45) there is a message of hope for the future.  In Chapters 30-33, 
Jeremiah bases his sermons on Deuteronomy 30. Israel would break covenant, but God would not 
abandon his people. God would restore Israel and Judah (30). The people would sing, be radiant over 
the goodness of the Lord, and God would establish a new covenant – “I will put my law within them, and 
I will write it on their hearts” (31). The promise of an everlasting covenant and restoration (32). The 
people of Israel believed God had forsaken His Covenant, but it was not so, God will keep an eternal 
covenant with David and the fulfillment is found in Jesus Christ (cf. 2 Samuel 7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Isaiah 
9:6-7; Luke 1:31-33; Revelation 22:16). Jeremiah gives hope to the people and calls them to recognize: 
the source of the promise, the person of the promise, and the need to appropriate the promise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jeremiah 33:14-16 - Sustaining Hope – Three Truths for Today 
 
Recognize God is the source of the promise, v. 14 (Ps 31:19; James 1:17; Romans 8:28; Ephesians 3:20) 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise, I made…” 
Jeremiah speaks of the faithfulness of God to keep his promises. “Then the Lord said to me, ‘You have 
seen well, for I am watching over my word to perform it.’” (Jeremiah 1:12) 

• The nation will be restored from captivity (16:14-15; 23:7-8; 30:3). 
• The righteous Branch of David will be ruling over a united monarchy (23:5-6; 33:14-15). 
• The nation will be experiencing peace and prosperity in the land (31:27-28; 33:14, 16). 
• The New Covenant with its cleansing from sin will be in effect (“The time is coming” 31:31-34). 
• The city of Jerusalem will be rebuilt as a Holy City that will never again be destroyed (31:38-40).  

 
Recognize Messiah Jesus is the person of the promise, v. 15 (Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 11:24-26; John 
8:58; 2 Corinthians 1:20) 
“In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David…” 
Jeremiah pictures the coming of the Messiah: 

• The spring of living waters (2:13). (John 14:4) 
• The good Shepherd (23:4; 31:10). (John 10:11) 
• The righteous Branch (23:15; 23:5). (John 15:6) 
• The Redeemer (50:34). (John 8:36; Luke 1:68; 1 Corinthians 1:30) 
• The LORD Our Righteousness (23:6). (2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 7:2; 1 Jn 2:29) 
• David the king (30:9). (John 12:15; 18:37; 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 7:14; 19:16) 
• The Agent of the new covenant (31:31–34). (Luke 4:18-19; Hebrews 13:20-21; John 3:16) 

 
Recognize the need to appropriate the promise, v. 16 (Hebrews 11:6; 2 Corinthians 1:20-22) 
“In those days Judah will be saved…And this is the name…The Lord is our righteousness.” 
In knowing God’s will Jeremiah exercises faith which empowers right behavior; he buys back the field. 
Jeremiah had a transformed heart; he appropriated the promises of God (cf. Ezekiel 36:25-27; Jeremiah 
31:31-34; John 1:10-13; 3:1-16). Jeremiah gives the name of the Messiah in 23:6 and the same name is 
here given to Jerusalem because she will partake of His nature, which has been imparted to her. The 
inhabitants can have the same name as Messiah if they receive the gift of righteousness in faith offered 
by The Messiah. (cf. Genesis 15:6; Galatians 3:6; Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 3-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
So, What – Now What? 
Jeremiah brings hope to a people who were in sin and rebellion, worshiping other gods including the 
worship of self, and the use of religious/governmental power to exploit/oppress the people; it resulted 
in suffering and judgment. Sustaining hope is found in recognizing that God will actively intervene in our 
affairs. God is love, good, just, and faithful! He has a blessed future for those who appropriate His 
promises by faith (cf. 29:10-14). It is the Father who sent His Son into the world to deliver individuals 
from the captivity of sin; calling upon (read: turning/repenting and giving Him Lordship and authority 
over our life). Messiah Jesus brings freedom and eternal life (cf. Romans 10:5-13). Spiritual Exercise - 
Read: Psalm 25. Reflect: How can we wait upon the Lord when we have so many plans and 
expectations? What promise, if appropriated, would bring you more hope and joy this Christmas 
season? Did you see or recognize anything new about the Lord from the reading? Resolve: Write out a 
prayer which reflects your time with the Lord and share it with a friend or your small group. Resource: 
Unshakable Hope Building Our Lives on the Promises of God by Max Lucado.  


