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Introduction 
2 John and 3 John are the shortest NT books. In 2 John 1-4, John’s focus in on the truth of God’s Word. It is the basis of 
church unity, it abides in the believer, affirms our salvation by grace, and brings joy to those who walk in it.  
 
The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not only I, but also all who know the truth. v. 1 

• John identifies himself the “elder” (G4245, presbyteros: advanced in age; in the NT those who presided over the 
churches; a reference to an apostle or one in close relationship with an apostle) which speaks to his advanced 
age, experience, position of authority, and relationship to Jesus as his apostle.    

• The letter is sent to the elect (G1588, eklektos: chosen by God, Rom 8:33; Col 3:12; 2 Tim 2:10) lady and her 
children. John personifies a local church using family language (cf. Rev 21:2,9; 1 Peter 5:13).  

• John has much affection for those under his care; he loves them (1 Jn 3:18) and he affirms their love for Gospel 
truth (1 Jn 3:10; Titus 3:15) which unifies all who follow after “the truth” – a person, Jesus  (Jn 14:6; Eph 4:21).  

 
Because of the truth that abides in us and will be with us forever. v. 2 

• John’s reference is to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit – “the Spirit of Truth” (Jn 14:17) and he abides perpetually 
in and with his people (1 Jn 2:20-21, 27; 5:7: 15:26; 16:13). True believer’s abide in the Word (1 Jn 3:24; Jn 8:31), 
abide in Christ (1 Jn 2:6,10, 28; Jn 15:4-7), and abide in community (1 Jn 2:10, 19; Acts 2:42-47; Heb 10:24-25). 

 
Grace, mercy, peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father’s Son, in truth and love. v. 3 

• The three-fold salutation of grace, mercy, and peace is common in the NT (1 Tim, 2 Tim, Jude). The order reflects 
the intervention of God resulting in regeneration and spiritual growth.  Grace is God’s undeserved favor, love, 
and forgiveness that frees sinners from the consequences of sin. Mercy frees us not from the consequences of 
sin, but from the misery that accompanies it. Peace is the result of grace and mercy. It refers not only to 
harmony with God but to tranquility of soul and fellowship with him. Grace, mercy, and peace are the means for 
ongoing transformation into Christlikeness. (2 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 4:16; James 2:13; Colossians 3:15). 

• The seeking saving love is initiated by the Father (Jn 3:16) through the saving work of Jesus (1 Jn 2:2; 4:10).  
• The “truth” John speaks about relates to Jesus Christ, he is the truth and we abide in him (1 Jn 5:20). “Love” for 

God and for people is the evidence of knowing and abiding in the truth (1 Jn 4:7-12; 4:21).  
 
I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by the Father. v. 4 

• John was full of joy at meeting some of the saints; it prompted him to write. Joy is found in sincerely following 
(walking) “the truth” in that Christ’s life is seen through those that obediently follow the Father’s 
commandments as communicated by the Son (1 Jn 2:6; 3:23-24; Eph 4:1; Col 1:10; 1 Pet 2:21). It is “That which 
was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and 
have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life” (1 Jn 1:1).  

 
So, what? Now, what?  
John uses the word “truth” five times in vv. 1-4.  The word “truth” (G225, alētheia) refers to what is true in things 
appertaining to God and the duties of man, moral and religious truth. Read: 1 John 1-4.  Reflect: How does love and 
truth bring unity to a local church? How does it equip a local church in countering the world or false teaching? Who 
abides in believers and what is his purpose? Can you see the progression of grace, mercy, and peace in your life – why or 
why not? What brings joy to a pastor’s heart?  Resolve: Share your thoughts and reflections with your small group. If 
you are not in a small group, make a commitment to join one this week. Resource: www.blueletterbible.org.  


