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Introduction 
Love of one’s brother was first introduced as a test of living in God who is light (2:9-11). The command 
to love is evidence of being born of God who is righteous (3:10-24). Loving other believers finds its most 
complete representation in the Father’s own being and activity. 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God. v. 7 
John uses the tender word “beloved” (G27, agapētos) to address the saints.  John’s purpose is to identify 
the source of love as from God himself. This type of love (G26, agapē) is defined as self-sacrificing 
service (Phil 2:2-5; Col 3:12-14). John affirms that sacrificial love is evidence of being born of God. This 
love is not innate or learned behavior but is from God; it flows from being justified and reconciled to 
God through the saving work of Christ (2:28; 3:24; Romans 5:1-11.) 

Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. v. 8 
God is light (1:5), righteous (2:29), and now the supreme statement is “God is love” (4:16).  All God’s 
activities flow from his loving character. It is love which created human beings who would glorify his 
Son, Jesus Christ by believing in him (Jn 6:39-40). It is love that gives human sinners free will and draws 
them by the Holy Spirit to love God with all their being (Jn 7:17-18; Eph 2:5; Mk 12:29-20). It was love 
that provided a remedy for sin through penal Substitionary atonement (John 3:14-16; Eph 2:4-7). The 
failure to love is a direct indictment that a person has not repented of their sin, does not know God, and 
will experience God’s final wrath and judgement for all eternity (Mt 25:41; 2 Thess 1:9; Rev 20:12-15).  
 
In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through him. v. 9 
It is God who teaches us what love is by sending His one and only Son to live among us (John 1:14; 3:16; 
Heb 1:5; 5:5). The purpose of God’s act is that “we might live through him” (Jn 3:17). How do we abide 
or “live through him”? God has given us his word to tell us about his nature and character – abide in his 
word (2:5-6; 3:24; Jn 17:17; Rom 12:1-3). God has placed each believer in a local church so his love can 
be visible in and through our relationships – abide in community (Jn 13:34-35; 1 Peter 2:21). God has 
placed his Holy Spirit within us to empower us to respond to him in faith, trust, hope, and love – abide in 
union with Christ (4:12; Philp 3:12; Col 2:6-7; 1 Cor 1:30).  
 
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins. v. 10 
The false teachers believed that they initiated love toward God. This is false for it is God who initiates 
love and through regeneration and Holy Spirit empowering gives believers the ability to love God and 
love people. Believers cooperate with the work of the Holy Spirit by putting off the old man and putting 
on the new man (Eph 4:17-32). The false teachers believed that love was only a cosmic principle. Their 
view is indicative of their lack of spiritual rebirth and human pride – love requires an action to do the 
best for another (cf. Colossians 2:7-8; 1 Tim 6:20-21; James 3:15; 1Cor 1:20-27).  
 



John uses “propitiation” for the second time (2:2). It is Jesus sacrificial death on the cross which covers 
our sin, appeased, or satisfied (G2434 – hilasmos: atoning sacrifice, remedy for defilement, the means 
sins are forgiven) God’s justice resulting in forgiveness of sin. The result for the believer: sin is removed 
(blot out), no longer under guilt and condemnation, and fellowship with God is restored  (Romans 3:25; 
5:1; 8:1-4; 10-11; 2 Cor 5:18-19; Col 1:20-22; 1 Peter 1:18-20). The OT “mercy seat” pictures the future 
sacrifice of Christ (Ex 25-10-22; Heb 9:23-28; cf. Isa 53:5-10; 2 Cor 5:21). The bible teaches that God is 
just and requires a punishment for sin (Rom 1:18; 2:5, 8; Eph 5:6; Heb 3:17). God’s justice will be met in 
two ways: those that repent and trust Jesus receive an imputed right standing before God (John 3:14-18) 
and those who refuse to repent and believe suffer eternally in hell (Mt 13:42; 25:41; 25:46; 2 Thess 1:9; 
Rev 20:15). Make no mistake, God’s love and desire, is for all men to respond to the Gospel (1 Tim 2:4-6; 
Is 54:22; Jn 5:34; 2 Peter 3:9). 
 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. v. 11 
The true nature of love is not a cosmic principle but is the unselfish and sacrificial action of God toward 
his creation in Christ. Believers do not love because of external compulsion but through the inward 
transformation which flows from regeneration and the empowering work of the Holy Spirit (Rom 5:5; 
Eph 4:32; Jn 15:13; 1 Peter 1:15-16).  
 
No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us, his love is perfected in us. v. 12 
The false teachers claimed to have had visions of God which allowed them access to special knowledge 
about God. John completely rejects their position due to no evidence of love toward others. God’s love 
originated in himself (7, 8) and was manifested in his Son (9, 10). It is perfected (G5048, teleioō: to make 
complete, to finish) in his people in the sense that it is reproduced within the fellowship of Christian 
community (Jn 13:34-35; 1 Jn 3:24; cf. Philp 1:6). 
 
So What? Now, What?  
The Bible teaches that God’s agapē love (self-sacrifice for the good of another) is not innate within a 
person’s being nor can it be learned (cf. Rom 1:18-3:20). It is not the result of being raised in a good 
family, attending church, or trying to be a good person. God’s love is a gift that he gives to those who 
repent of their sin and accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. The implications for us as a church, raising 
children, and impacting our community are profound. As a church we do not have the power within us 
to be a loving church, raise loving children, or impact our community - moralism, legalism, or promoting 
social programs ultimately result in failure. The only remedy is to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
call people to repent and receive Jesus as Lord and Savior and be baptized. God’s love is a gift he pours 
into our hearts when we trust in Jesus for salvation. Read: Romans 5:1-11. Reflect: What historical event 
does the passage recall? How does God reconcile people to himself? How does God show us his love? 
Where do we find peace and grace? Why does hope not bring shame? What is poured into the heart of 
a believer? Resolve: Read the passage out loud, slowly, and prayerfully. Ask the Holy Spirit to pour into 
your heart the love, peace, and grace of God. If you have a broken heart, suffering, or doubt your 
salvation write out a prayer asking God to bring healing, comfort, and assurance. Share your prayer with 
a friend or your small group. Resource: https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-to-experience-the-
outpouring-of-gods-love 
 


