
Thankful for God’s GIFT to us!! 

 

Dear Friends,  

This is by far the hardest prayer letter that I’ve had to write in these last 20 years of serving in Spain.  On Feb.15 our 
youngest daughter, Hannah, passed away in car accident.  We had just had a super weekend with all three of our 
kids home to celebrate a Spanish holiday (3 Kings Day) that we had been wanting to get together for over a month.  
Hannah was by herself driving back to her college in central Iowa when the accident occurred, taking her life 
instantly.     

We are a bit numb right now, yet having all the emotions you can imagine (great sadness, confusion, anger, 
emptiness, brokenness, overwhelmed at times).  But we just wanted you to know that we are trying to take one day 
at time, one moment at time, asking God for strength to just breath at times.  Hannah was really starting to find her 
footing here in the USA after having lived her entire life in Spain (and desiring to get back as soon as possible).  She 
was developing new friendships at college and was getting a better feel for where she wanted to go with her future.   

We are so thankful to God for the GIFT that He gave us to enjoy these 19 years.  We are talking a lot with God about 
the fact that He chose to only give us these quick 19 years and we remember that He says that this life is but a mist.  
But I’ll stop here as we are still so much just processing what has happened.  But despite all that has happened these 
last few day, we as a family are clinging to and announcing that God is good (Psalm 34:8)  And even in this pain we 
get to see strong showings of His glory and goodness. 

We wanted to invite those of you who can to attend a celebration of Hannah’s life on Monday, Feb. 22 at 1pm at 
Dover Avenue Alliance Church in Orange City, IA.  Oolman’s Funeral Home has all the details on their website and we 
realize that many of you might not be able to come because of distance or because of COVID concerns.  Therefore, 
there will be live streaming of the funeral so that you can participate with us live if you’d like.  We will also have a 
visitation on Sunday, Feb. 21 3-5pm at Oolman’s if that works better for you.  All the details can be found on this 
link: 

Hannah Tjernagel Obituary - Visitation & Funeral Information (oolman.com) 

https://www.oolman.com/obituaries/Hannah-Tjernagel?obId=19993497#/obituaryInfo


Paula, MaKayla, Nathaniel, and I are so thankful for your kindness and all the emails and texts that have been 
showered on us these last few days.  We apologize for not being able to respond to each one of you.  We have been 
strengthened by your prayers and words of encouragement.   

With all of our love,   

Tim for all the Tj’s 

 
Email:  tim.tjernagel@worldteam.org 
Address while in the USA: 
601  14th St. SE Unit 6                   
Orange City, IA 51041 
US telephone: 978-494-7763 
Skype:  timpaula 
www.worldteam.org 
 

 
 
If you would like to unsubscribe from receiving these updates, please send an email with a note or simply with the 
word “NO” to tim.tjernagel@worldteam.org  
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