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With our coming fall season, it’s a time of great
baked treats, orchard visits, football, and harvest.
Our local culture has rhythms built around the season and the school year. We are all part of those
rhythms in some way, and it is important to look for
ways to embrace what our loving God is doing in
each season!
While “digging in” can refer to pumpkin pie, cider
donuts, or lefsa, it can also be an excitement and
posture that we take towards our faith and our
growth! As we kick-off a variety of things in the
coming weeks: Sunday School, EPICstorycity,
Unshakable Hope, Small Groups, and more, I’d like
to encourage you to Dig In!

Why? Because the harvest is ripe. The time has
come. God has called each of us to discipleship. The
world needs the Church to step up and proclaim the
Good News of Jesus Christ!
Like any relationship, time is necessary to build
depth, meaning, and trust. This is also how we must
approach our relationship with the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit.
Continued on page 12
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September 2019 Ministry Volunteers
Ushers: Joel & Mary Danielson, Edgar & Jaynee Christian, Merlin Wendt
September 1
Communion Sunday

September 8
Rally Sunday

September 15
Riverside Sunday

Greeters Loren & Solvay Twedt

Dennis & Karen Soderstrum

Marge Michaelson

Reader

Miriam Skartvedt

Sam Skaar

Shirley Frette
September 22

September 29
New Member Sunday

Greeters John & Linda Narigon

Jim & Kathy Hovick

Reader

Amy Rathmacher

Caden Sporleder

Secretary Helpers

Interested in
participating in our
worship services or
ministries?

(Bulletins are ready to fold by 9:15 A.M. on Fridays)

September 6

Ardella Mostrom
Marilyn Whipple

September 13

Marjorie Michaleson

September 20

Charlotte Loots
Judy Hested

September 27

Janet Handsaker

Substitutes:

Jerry Greenfield, Leah
Oppedal, Sara Anderson

Contact Shirley Frette
(515.956.4324), the
church office, or fill
out the tear-off panel
in our weekly bulletin.

Funeral Committee
Claudia Fuhrman
Sue Trampel
Banners & Paraments
Cathy Braathun
Communion Preparation
Ardella Mostrom
Marilyn Whipple
Communion Assistants
Shirley Frette
Brad Skaar
Communion Helpers
Gavin Carpenter
Kale Lande
Sound Engineer
Jim Oberender
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SEPTEMBER 2019
Sun

1

Mon

2
Communion
Sunday

8
Rally Day!

Church Office
Closed

9

9 A.M. Library

Tue

3

9 A.M. Staff Mtg

Wed

4

6 P.M. EPICstorycity

10

9 A.M. Staff Mtg

Board Meeting

12

1:15 P.M. After School

6:30 P.M. Trustees

9 A.M. Quilt WorkDay

7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

10:30 A.M. Service of
Holy Communion

11:30 A.M.

17

18

2 P.M. Women’s

7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

9 A.M. Staff Mtg

6 P.M. EPICstorycity

71

10 A.M. Bulletins 8 A.M.

13

14

10 A.M. Bulletins 7:30 A.M. Women’s
Breakfast

8 A.M.

7 P.M. Deacons

Men of Immanuel

8:15 P.M. Council Mtg

19

20

21

10 A.M. Bulletins 8 A.M.
9 P.M. 5th

Bible Study

Confirmation Workshop

6

Sat
Men of Immanuel

11
6 P.M. EPICstorycity

16

5

Fri

7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

Adventure Program

15

Thu

Quarter for
Middle Schoolers

Men of Immanuel

9 A.M. “My Bible”
Workshop

Newsletter
Deadline

22

10:30 A.M.

23

Disciple Orientation

24

9 A.M. Staff Mtg

25

26

6 P.M. EPICstorycity 10 A.M.
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

Newsletter Folding

27

28

10 A.M. Bulletins 8 A.M.
Men of Immanuel

11 A.M. 5th Annual
Story City Hunger
Fight @ Rec Center

29

New
Member
Sunday!

30

Sunday Morning Schedule
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (1430 AM)
8 A.M. Prayer Time (Room #5)
8:30 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)
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Don’t see your birthday
or anniversary listed?
Contact the church office or
write down your information on the
tear-off panel in the bulletin!
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Summary of July 11, 2019 Council Meetings
Joint Council—July 11
• President Steve Olson called meeting to order.
• Devotions were shared by Edgar Christian.
• Al Hermanson gave the monthly treasurer’s
report; discussed financial secretary transition.
• Report of Boards.
• August council meeting will have a visioning
session led by Pastors.
• Next meeting: Aug 15

Deacons—July 11
• Ministry updates on EPIC; mailings to be sent
soon.
• Fall Sermon Series and small group study
Unshakable Hope overview presented by
Pastor Kurt.
• Fall season community outreach options
discussed.
• Ashley Corryn concert July 21 with potluck
before.
• Pool party and potluck at Riverside Aug 18.
• Finalized plans for our Senior Dinner.
• Next meeting: Aug 15, 7:00 p.m.

Trustees—July 11
• Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
• Discussed the financial secretary transition.
• Reviewed all monthly bills and discussed
streamlining accounts into one main checking Board of Education—July 11
• Discussed status of all current projects.
• All Day Camp bills & deposit for 2020 are paid.
• Next meeting: Aug 15, 6:30 p.m.
• Curriculum options for Kingdom Kids thru
High School were reviewed.
Youth Board—July 8
• Calendar dates for Sunday School 2019-20
• Discussed Summer Stretch, EPIC, and other
set; Rally Sunday is Sept 8.
activities.
• Backpack Blessing Sunday is Aug 18.
• Input for best times/week for a 2020
• Next meeting: Aug 15 or TBD
Summer Mission Trip.
• Next meeting: TBD

Church Financials
Financial Report – June 2019
Fund

Beginning Balance

Receipts

Current & Mission Fund

75,122.72 23,962.49

Improvement Fund

45,623.71

Expenditures

Ending Balance

33,096.55

65,988.66

4,075.00

0.00

49,698.71

737.50

4,750.00

1,875.00

3,612.50

Memorial Fund

4,247.99

381.06

0.00

4,629.05

Ministry Fund

6,879.01

50.00

1,124.89

5,804.12

Missionary Support Fund
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Summary of August 15, 2019 Council Meetings
Joint Council—August 15
• Vice President Steve Skartvedt called the
meeting to order.
• Opening prayer by Pastoral Intern Allison
Potratz.
• Visioning exercise led by Pastor Kurt and
Pastor Andrew.
• Al Hermanson gave the monthly treasurer’s
report; discussed progress of financial
secretary transition to Carol Lake.
• Report of Boards.
• Next meeting: Sept 12

Deacons—August 15
• Reviewed Senior Dinner—50 attended!
• Fall Sermon Series Unshakable Hope with
adult ed/small group option during Sunday
School hour and Wed. night EPIC time.
• Fall/winter outreach at Zearing Health Care
Center dates set.
• Discussed local outreach opportunities and
ways to invite members to help with implementation.
• Next meeting: Sept 12, 7:00 p.m.

Trustees—August 15
Youth Board
• Financial Secretary is transitioning well and
• EPIC update, ready for the start!
using new Church 360 software.
• Fall youth opportunity for fellowships/outings • Reviewed and approved all monthly bills.
discussed.
• All current project statuses discussed with many
• Summer 2020 mission trip to Estes Park date
awaiting the availability of the contractor.
to be set soon.
• New water fountain to be installed across
• Next meeting: TBD
from the nursery.
• Discussed options for new trees to replace
Board of Education—August 15
the ones taken down along Broad Street.
• Sunday School curriculum is ready and will
• Next meeting: Sept 12, 6:30 p.m.
be distributed at August 18th meeting.
• 2nd Grade Bibles will be presented Rally Sunday,
3 year old prayer books September 22.
• Rally Day activities/schedule discussed.
• Next meeting: Sept 12 or TBD

Church Financials
Financial Report – July 2019
Fund

Beginning Balance

Receipts

Current & Mission Fund

65,988.66 23,818.54

Improvement Fund

49,698.71

Missionary Support Fund

Expenditures

Ending Balance

30,799.59

59,007.61

970.00

1,559.10

49,109.61

3,612.50

1,270.00

5,625.00

-742.50

Memorial Fund

4,629.05

0.00

0.00

4,629.05

Ministry Fund

5,804.12

0.00

721.82

5,082.30
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Continued from page 1

small groups, studies, classes, and outreach opportunities, know that we feel called to Dig In, and to
invite you to do the same! No person can do it all,
but we can all do something to grow in our faith.
We can all take steps towards a greater commitment of time, energy, prayer, sacrifice, and practice
as we put ourselves in places and in groups of people that will help is to more fully realize Jesus’ Love
for us. Don’t put off the precious gifts and growth
that God has for you in THIS season. Dig In! And
keep your forks for more!

Being a follower of Jesus Christ is much more than a
Baptism, a conversion experience, or even a weekly
routine. The amount of time that we invest in
growing in Christ directly effects the depth of our
faith. Think of someone that you see a deep faith
in…(a parent, a mentor, an author, a friend, etc.)
That depth that you look up to is a product of an
ongoing investment of time, prayer, study, and
practice. And that depth (and more!) is available to
ALL of us in the Body of Christ!

-Pastor Andrew

So, this fall, as we bombard you with programs,
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Come join us after worship at the Chuck Wagon for lunch!
Hotdogs, saucy southern sandwiches, beans, chips,
watermelon, cookie and drinks will be served. We encourage
you to stay and join us for fellowship and fun.
Lunch will be served in the Social Hall and if weather permits,
on the lawn east of the church. Please bring lawn chairs.
Games from the Sunday School hour will also be available.

Also following the worship service,
David Shold from Roland will be
offering horse drawn wagon rides
(weather permitting) from
10:30 a.m – 12:00 p.m.

A free will offering will be taken to help cover costs of the
lunch. Any additional funds will be used as a kick-off to our
Fall Mission Project.

We are searching for someone to teach our older students to
play horseshoes, and someone to show us how to lasso! Lasso rope
and a fake cow will be provided! Contact Allison Potratz or Jaynee
Christian if you or someone you know can help us!
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August & September Birthday
Celebrations
(These will be celebrated September 8)

**Please let us know if we missed your child**
If Kingdom Kids would like to bring pennies equal
to their age, they may. We will also have pennies
on hand in case they forget.

I MPORTANT D ATES TO R EMEMBER

September 22
*Kingdom Kids sing in church
*3-year olds receive The Lord’s Prayer Book
*Blessing service for 2nd & 3rd Grade Students
September 29
Kingdom Kids sing at Bethany Manor

August 26: Sabrina

(recognition only)

August 4: Blake
August 7: Kamryn

September 7: Laura

August 14: Jerry

September 9: Josie
September 14: Meredith

September 11
*After School Adventure 1:15 – 3:30 P.M.

September 21 @ 9 a.m.
*My Bible Faith Stepping Stones workshop for
2nd & 3rd Grade students & their parents

Young Disciples

August 28: Branch

September 8
*Rally Day Round-Up
*Presentation of Bibles to 2nd & 3rd Grade Students

September 15
*Installation of Sunday School teachers,
mentors, volunteers

Kingdom Kids

Fall Mission Project:

Bible Camp Memories

We will begin our Fall Mission Project in October.
We will be raising money to help students with
the cost of Bible Camp. In the narthex, we will be
displaying a bulletin board which features Bible
Camp pictures and memories.
Please dig out a favorite picture or two of yourself at Bible Camp. We will be available in the
narthex beginning Sunday, September 29 to
begin our display. Please be sure and write your
name on the back of your picture and include a
hand-written or typed note sharing a memory or
two. This is open to all ages.

S UNDAY S CHOOL R OOM A SSIGNMENTS AND T EACHERS
Age/Grade Level
3 Year Olds
4 Year Olds
Kindergarten
First Grade
Second Grade
Third/Fourth Grade
Fifth/Sixth/Seventh
Kingdom Kids Singing
Young Disciples Singing
Ninth Grade

Teacher
Grant & Laura Severson
Patty Rathmacher
Lois Oakland
Rachel Winecoff
Lori Whipple
Ben & Kayla Haberl
Nicole Engelhardt
Allison Potratz
Pastor Andrew
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Room Number
10
12
11
9
15
6
Cornerstone Room
16
Chapel
Youth Room

**8th, 10th, 11th, 12th are
invited to join the 9th
grade for a study on
prayer, help with younger students, or join the
adults for the Unshakable Hope Series.**
***Please note, we
are still in need of a
teacher for the 5th, 6th,
7th graders.***

Community Events
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The second book in the series focuses on the
real granddaughter and her struggles to come
to an understanding of the forgiveness her
grandparents are so quick to offer the “fake”
granddaughter who had deceived them, and
the realization that as a family grows, the love is
multiplied not divided.

Church Library

Kingsbury, Karen, “Forever Faithful” series,
Waiting for Morning, A Moment of Weakness,
and Halfway to Forever. While Kingsbury hopes
her books are entertaining, her ultimate goal is
to help her readers take ownership fo some of
God’s many truths.

READ. Study. learn.

It’s hard to believe that the summer we thought
was never going to get here is nearly over.
Already the subtle changes of fall are becoming
noticeable and once again the new routines of
another season are falling into place. Make
checking out the library a part of your routine
and look for these new books.
Brunstetter, Wanda E., “The Prayer Jars” series,
The Hope Jar and The Forgiving Jar. When
Michelle Taylor finds herself homeless with no
friends or family to turn to, she boards a bus
destined for as far away as her money will take
her. When she steps off the bus and is warmly
greeted by an elderly Amish couple, she quickly
realizes she has been mistaken for their long
lost granddaughter. With no plans of her own,
Michelle plays the part and returns to their
home with them. They are loving and kind, the
caring family she has longed for but never had.
Although she knows it is wrong to keep the
charade going, she can’t bear to give up the life
and the people she has grown to love. The
lengths she is willing to go to and the inevitable
unravelling of her story test the faith of all
involved.

In Waiting for Morning, the simple truth is that
bad things do happen to good people, and the
journey through dark and despairing times
looks different for each of us. When Hannah
Ryan loses her husband and a daughter to a
drunk driver, the hatred and bitterness she
feels is all-consuming and nearly costs her the
life of her other daughter and her relationship
with God. Based on the book of Lamentations,
Hannah finally realizes that indeed, all she has
needed God has provided, and His faithfulness
is great enough for her to go on. The other
books in the series continue the story,
expanding Hannah’s circle of family and friends
and focusing on God’s truths about sin and His
plan for our lives.
We also have these new nonfiction books:

Idleman, Kyle, not a fan. Becoming a
completely committed follower of Jesus.
Updated and expanded version.
Life Application Study Bible—large print
Lucado, Max, Unshakable Hope. Building our
lives on the promised of God. This book is the
basis for this fall’s new sermon series and small
group studies.
16

Direct Support Professionals Week
Do you know someone who is a caregiver to a loved
one? It is a role that is both demanding and meaningful.
During September’s National Direct Support Professionals Week, we celebrate all the ways in which professional caregivers help children
and adults achieve their goals and build meaningful lives.
One way LSI empowers Iowans is through our Services for People with Disabilities.
From 24-hour support to occasional respite care, the LSI team lifts up Iowans with
disabilities as they find the confidence and independence they need to thrive in
their communities.
We thank you for your faithful support of LSI – you create so many new lifechanging possibilities for children, adults, and families! If you would like to learn
more about how you can support crucial programming like LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and
church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
During every visit, Eric loves going to the
movies, flying kites in the local park, discovering the newest video game, and playing
with the family dogs. He’s enjoyed learning
how to play pool – especially when he wins a
match against David.

Building Bright Futures
For 13-year-old Eric, the weekends he
spends with his respite caregivers, Carolyn
and David, have been life-changing.
Through LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities, Carolyn and David provide temporary
care for Iowa children, allowing their families
and caregivers to take a well-deserved break.
As respite care providers, they are helping
kids like Eric become more active in their
community and find hobbies they enjoy.

His mom, Erika, says it’s amazing to see her
child bloom. Carolyn and David have created a
space where Eric can relax, receive one-on-one
care away from his siblings, and just be a kid.
“Spending time with Carolyn and David is
something I know my son loves and looks
forward to. As a mom, that’s huge for me,”
Erika says. “Respite is one of the best decisions I’ve made for Eric. I thank heaven for
Carolyn and David and for LSI.”
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa
responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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