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JOINING JESUS ON HIS MISSION
by Pastor Andrew

THE                       INFORMER
A publication of Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church

September 2022

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.” - Matthew 28:18-20

Jesus is on a mission. That
much is clear with a
causal read through the
Gospels. It is likely that
90+ percent of Christians
can agree with that much!
  

But what is that Mission?
And why is it relevant to
us? And why or how
should we join it?  

Matthew 28 gives us a bit
of a summary of Jesus’

mission because it passes
that mission on to his
followers. Jesus’ mission
boils down to this: “I have
come to seek and to save
what was lost.” (Luke
19:10) Jesus is in the
business of saving people.
Sin runs deep in
humanity, and that sin
drives a wedge between
us and God.  Sin makes 

continued on page 2
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our relationship with God fractured, and the only way to save and restore that relationship is
for God to make a way for that sin to be paid for and dealt with in a final and eternal way.
Jesus is that way. Jesus is the spotless lamb who died for our sins - and His mission continues
with the Resurrection, and into the words of Matthew 28.

For followers of Jesus, we are now part of His mission! The pinnacle work of the cross is
completed, but the saving continues as long as there is sin in the world. Humanity does not have
to stay lost. We do not have to stay broken. The One who forgives also heals, and the more that
we experience the depth of this profound truth, the more our desire should grow to take up the
same mission of Jesus as we make disciples, baptize, and teach Jesus’ way to the world. 
 
This fall we are bringing light to what it 
means to join Jesus on His mission. Greg 
Finke, author of the book “Joining Jesus on 
His Mission,” digs into very practical and 
attainable ways that we can grow into this 
reality. Along with this conversation, we 
are rebuilding our emphasis on smaller 
groups of Christian community (small 
groups!) as we move through this content. 
As we’ve been consistently preaching and 
communicating this summer, the Christian experience is far more and fuller than a once-a-
week worship gathering. Jesus has more for you, for me, and for all as we discover the depths
of His love and grace.

So, here is your formal invitation: Join us this fall as we seek to learn, grow, and do our best to
Join the One who saves us from our sin. Jesus Saves, and His mission is meant to be
discovered and lived by all in the Body of Christ. Let’s do it!

continued from page 1
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11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30  

DATE TIME EVENT

Thurs., Sept. 1 9 A.M. - 12 P.M. Quilting (Social Hall)

Sun., Sept. 4 -- Communion Sunday & Celebration for Jensen Family

Mon., Sept. 5 -- Labor Day - Church Office Closed

Wed., Sept. 7 1:45 P.M. After School Adventure

Thurs., Sept. 8
6:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:15 P.M.

Deacons Meeting
Trustees Meeting

Church Council Meeting

Sun., Sept. 11 -- Rally Sunday

Tues., Sept. 13 6 P.M. Social Hall Reserved (PEO)

Sun., Sept. 18 10:45 A.M. My Bible Class

Wed., Sept. 21 1:45 P.M. After School Adventure

DAY TIME EVENT

Mondays 8:30 A.M.  Women's Bible Study

Tuesdays 9:00 A.M. Staff Meeting

Wednesdays 6 - 8 P.M. EPIC

Saturdays 8 A.M. Men of Immanuel

Sundays

8 A.M.
8:30 A.M.
8:45 A.M.
9:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

Radio Broadcast
Education Hour

Prayer Time
Worship

Coffee Fellowship

month at a glance weekly events



9/1: Mike Anderson
        Sue Uthe
        Milayah Zerr

9/2: Ben Haberl
        Kyle Nordeen
        Rachel Wilkinson

9/4: Sue Valen
        Holly Van Winkle

9/6: Gloria Hill
        Tegan Oliver
         Josie Reifschneider

9/7: Laura McIlrath
        Mary Mechaelsen

9/8: Declan Concannon
        Bill Joslin

9/9: Lane Rickerl
        Aiden Mensen

9/11: Jessica Reinert

9/12: Thomas Riesberg
           James Ostrem

9/13: Colleen Mathis
          Hannah Larsen

9/14: Meredith Mullenbach

9/15: Asher Whipple

9/16: Kim Mathison
          Gene Reinert

9/1: Brad & Julie Skaar

9/2: David & Carol Ann Morris

9/3: Jonathan & Kaylin Contag
        Dick & Arlene Willis

9/5: Daniel & Mayumi Oakland

9/8: Chris & Kelly Dahl

9/17: Lee & Jodie Rickerl

9/19: Joe & Christine Cannon

9/22: Duane & Shirley Wheeler

9/24: Jeff & Charlotte Loots

9/27: Adam & Amber Christian

9/29: Derek & Jennifer Zerr

birthdaysbirthdays anniversariesanniversaries

9/18: Mike Hill

9/19: Becky Amundson
          Sarah Gelner

9/20: Greg Jacobson
          Diane Penning
          Evan Skartvedt
          Jodie Rickerl

9/23: Terry Rasmusson

9/24: Kay Billings
          Kari Matheason
          Emily Narigon

9/26: Paul Gallagher

9/27: Elly Thompson  
          Berniece Voga

9/28: Dallas Kray
           Alyson Riesberg

9/29: Trenton Whipple

Are we missing your
birthday or anniversary

on our calendar? 
 

Contact the church
office to update your

records so we can
celebrate with you!

Congratulations to 
Todd Janes and Tiffany Earll

who were married at
Immanuel on August 26th!



News from Pastor Kurt
Hello,  Immanuel Lutheran family and friends!

As I shared with you last month, my family and I have been searching for the next
community and call to which God is leading us. We recently had the chance to visit St.
Peter's Lutheran Church in Sanborn, NY, near Niagara Falls. They have extended a call to
me, and I have prayerfully accepted it. We plan to move there October 1. 

I have loved serving here at Immanuel for the past 11 years, both as the associate pastor
with Pastor Anenson and then as lead pastor with Pastor Andrew and Allison. It has been a
joy working alongside them and all of you. Immanuel is a vital, healthy church with
excellent leaders; I know that I am leaving the congregation in very capable hands. Over the
next few weeks, I will be diligently preparing to leave well, making sure the ministry areas
that I oversee are properly equipped to move ahead.

Sarah, Cassidy, Travis, and I are looking forward to the new adventure to which God is
calling us. Please keep us in your prayers during this time of transition, just as we will be
praying for all of you!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Kurt
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Dear Members of Immanuel Lutheran Church,

This summer has seemed to move by very quickly and I now want to give you an update
on changes in the church leadership since I addressed the congregation in May.  

 On Sunday July 17, Pastor Kurt announced that he would be seeking a new call at
another congregation and he actively began seeking a new call.  He notified me on
Monday August 22 that he had accepted call at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in Sanborn,
NY, effective October 1, 2022.  Pastor Kurt has also notified the Immanuel Church
Council and the congregation of this new ministry opportunity for him and his family. 
We are thankful for his ministry at Immanuel these past 11 years. We wish Pastor Kurt,
Sarah, Cassidy and Travis all the best on their new calling to St. Peter's Lutheran Church.  
We pray for God’s peace and a smooth transition for the Jensen family. 

 In light of these changes in church leadership, the Immanuel Mutual Ministry Team will
be meeting in the next weeks to better understand and discuss how to best transition
Immanuel to leadership changes.  We will be discussing our pastor positions but also
other staffing needs and ministry opportunities.  Earlier this summer, the Mutual
Ministry Team, with support from the entire Church Council, also adjusted the roles of
the Pastoral Leadership.  Pastor Kurt was directed to focus his efforts on visitation to
shut-ins, hospital visits, and members of the congregation.  We added to Pastor
Andrew’s responsibilities the following: staff and ministry oversight, visioning and vision
casting through Council and preaching, and adult discipleship, new membership, and
small groups development.  Pastor Allison was asked to have a collaborative leadership
role with Pastor Andrew focusing on small groups and prayer ministry.  She has also
expanded the After School Adventure Program for this fall to two times per month.  The
response has been excellent!  Because of her expanded role in this new ministry, the
Church Council increased her contract hours and approved a salary increase funded
through the Tom and Myrtle Johnson estate gift. Lastly, the Church Council has spent
July and August discussing the short- and long-term visions for Immanuel.  Pastor
Andrew has been leading us in this process and Council will be eliciting feedback from
the entire congregation in September through a member survey.  The Council also plans
to hold a “Town Hall” style meeting to discuss the survey response and the transition
process with the congregation.

I ask that you pray for the Jensen family during their move to the new call at St. Peter's Lutheran
Church and pray for Immanuel and our leadership during this transition.  In closing, I leave you
with these verses, Jeremiah 29:11, “ ’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’ “

In Christ,

John A. Rathmacher
President, Immanuel Lutheran Church
council@immanuelstorycity.org
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BBQ 101
 
 

RECAP & Follow Up

The Immanuel Deacons
hosted a BBQ Class on
July 30 at Century Venue
in Story City. They
partnered with the ISU
Meat Science Club and
participants were given
tips and tricks for grilling
and preparing meat.
They also made their
own sauces and BBQ
rubs to take home.

There will be a tailgate-
style follow up event for
anyone interested in
more grilling (and eating!),
as well as more advice
from the ISU Meat
Science Club. This event
was originally scheduled
for September but has
been postponed until
October. Stay tuned for
more updates!



SUNDAY

June 5: 109

June 12: 125

June 19: 83

June 26: 76

July 3: 110

July 10: 109

July 17: 95

July 24: 111

July 31: 111

Average: 103

Our condolences to the
family and friends of
Ellen Hougland, who
passed away on August 1.
Her funeral service was
held at Bethany Life on
August 6. Her obituary
can be found here.

Our condolences to the
family and friends of
Garry Holdredge, son of
Marilyn Holdredge, who
passed away on August 4.
His funeral service was
held at Immanuel on
August 8. His obituary
can be found here.

those fighting or
recovering from illness
including Gloria
Oberender who is
recovering from back
surgery
the Jensen family as they
prepare for Pastor Kurt's
next call in New York
our congregation as we
navigate new
expansions to our
ministry 
our government and
our military
law enforcement,
healthcare workers,
teachers and students
the people of Ukraine
and their supporters as
they help them find
safety and security

attendanceattendance deaths & memorialsdeaths & memorials in our prayersin our prayers

How can we
pray for you? 

Please call or email our church office to share your
prayer requests and praises. If you would like to
talk to a pastor about your concerns, please ask!

You may remain anonymous if you'd like. You can
also join our email prayer chain to receive a notice

when someone requests prayer.6

https://www.soderstrumfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Ellen-Julia-Hougland?obId=25514235#/obituaryInfo
https://www.soderstrumfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Garry-Allen-Holdredge?obId=25530516
mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


What Can I Pray About?
Over the last season, many Christians at Immanuel and around the globe have been busy in
prayer for a variety of reasons. These last few years have been a difficult time for many - and
prayer is the foundation of discipleship in good and tough times. 

+ Let us continue in prayer for Ukraine and the region; Let us pray for the innocent to be
protected from the casualties of war; for God to empower his people in those areas to be
bold and Christ-like; for God to limit the scope and spread of this conflict; and for God to
change the hearts of the aggressors and instigators behind this war. Let us also pray for
missionaries and church networks in and around the region, that their work may be blessed
and filled with the Holy Spirit.

+ Pray for those suffering from ongoing anxiety, depression, and fears related to or enhanced
by the pandemic. Also, pray that Christians and the Church would not contribute to the fear
being spread or speculated about for the coming months in regards to more/new pandemic
issues. God remains our rock, sword, and shield - Pray for God to continue to work His
goodness and Love in and through the Church in all of these areas.

+ Pray for our government leaders at all levels; that they may be drawn to God, free from
corruption, unyoked from a polarized political season, and truly committed to the freedom
and well-being of those that they were charged to represent.

+ What is Truth? In John 14:6, Jesus describes himself as the Way, Truth, and Life. How can we
know what is true in the world? Most foundationally, our Truth must begin with Jesus. The
more we know Jesus, his character, and his life - the more we will know the Truth. Pray that
we may be grounded in the Truth of Christ, and that we may be gifted by the Holy Spirit with
discernment to distinguish truth from lies in the world around us.

+We pray for the sleepy churches and passive Christians to come alive for the sake of Jesus
and the Gospel! May we learn what it means to put our Biblical beliefs into action, and to truly
follow in the Way of Jesus.

+Pray for our EPIC students and their friends and classmates in our schools - that God would
move mightily this year to bring them to faith in Jesus Christ, and to transform our
community and schools in Jesus’ name.

+ Pray for the millions of people and ministries in our country who are suffering economically
due to inflation, high prices for food and fuel, and uncertain futures. Pray for our government
and industry leaders to find practical and meaningful solutions, and pray that God would
inspire those in the church who have the means to live and give generously in Jesus’ name -
not just for the sake of the church, but for the sake of their neighbor.

If you have big prayer concerns that you’d like to chat about sometime or add to this section
in coming months, please contact one of the pastors!
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Have you ever thought that Christians should
have deeper, more caring relationships with
each other? If so, you are not alone. EVERY
Christian who desires to follow Jesus with their
life needs more healthy Christian Community
opportunities than what can be packed into an
hour or two on a Sunday morning.

This fall, Immanuel is emphasizing and
encouraging involvement in small groups! 
 Small groups at Immanuel will usually have 8-
20 people, be led by one or two people, and
gather around a variety of studies or
experiences while growing together in Christ.
One group may study the Bible, while another
may quilt together, and another might meet
and pray together on the soccer field or at the
pool!  The goal is to grow together in Christ
and to build the type of community that Jesus
models with his disciples and followers in the
Gospels, and Immanuel's vision for small
groups is that every member or attendee will
have a small group of Christians to encourage,
support, and pray for them!
 
Our fall campaign will center around the book
"Joining Jesus on His Mission" by Greg Finke.  
It will include sermons, books and study
materials for groups, and a clear pathway on
how to find and join a new or existing small
group that will bless you and your family!
 
Look for more information and sign-up
opportunities towards the end of August.  To
learn more about Immanuel's Small group
opportunities, visit immanuelstorycity.org. For
questions, you can email Pastor Andrew directly
at andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org!

8

Small Groups at Immanuel
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1: Milayah Zerr
6:  Josie Reifschneider  
7: Laura McIlrath  
9: Lane Rickerl, Aiden Mensen
13: Hannah Larsen
14: Meredith Mullenbach
15: Asher Whipple

September 4
Free Carousel Rides

 

September 7 & 21
After School Adventure

 

September 11
Rally Sunday

 

September 18
My Bible Class

For more information about Immanuel’s
Sunday School Program, contact Jaynee
Christian at jlchristian@hotmail.com.

schoolschool

September birthdaysSeptember birthdays

Mark yourMark your
calendars!calendars!

10

On Sunday August 21st students wore their
backpacks to church to be prayed over and
blessed before the first day of school. We pray
God will bless you abundantly with His love as
you begin this new school year!  

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com


Rally Sunday is Sunday,
September 11th at 8:30 a.m. 
 The theme for this year is
CAMPING and coincides with
the Bible Verse from Psalm
121:2 "I lift up my eyes to the
mountains-where does my
help come from? My help
comes from the Lord, the
Maker of heaven and earth."

Students will begin in their
classrooms before heading to
music and then enjoy fun
activities on the church lawn. 
 Then join us after worship for
donuts hosted by the Board of
Education.  We hope to see you
there! 

  In our Sunday morning Adult Education class this fall,
we'll experience the Alpha video study. This new series
on Christian faith was filmed all around the world and
features interviews with world-famous leaders and
inspiring stories. Two new hosts, Toby Flint and Gemma
Hunt, join Nicky Gumbel to unpack the basics of faith in
Jesus in an updated and engaging way. Bring a friend and
join the conversation! Find out more at alphausa.org 

  The first sessions will include:
 

September 11: Is There More To
Life Than This?

September 18: Who Is Jesus?

September 25: Why Did Jesus Die?

11



Wed. August 31: EPIC and Confirmation Orientation 

Wed. September 7: EPIC Kickoff!

Wed. September 14: Communion Instruction, First communion for incoming 5th

EPIC YOUTH MINISTRY
Are you ready for EPIC?! EPIC is a youth ministry for 5th-12th graders on Wednesday
nights at Immanuel. Each Wednesday we have dinner at 6:00, group worship and games
at 6:30, and small groups after that until 8:00. EPIC is part of the confirmation program,
but it is not "church specific" material and anyone from the community can attend! We
also have special nights for worship and fellowship, "out nights" for small group service
and bonding, and occasional outing experiences off-site.

Important Fall Launch Dates:

6:30-7:30 at Immanuel. We'll go over the year, special 
dates, and what we will focus on for themes and 
messages this school year. (for all EPIC and 
confirmation students and a parent)
 

Graders, and Parent night!  (we especially encourage parents and families of students taking
first communion to come experience it with them!)
 
After these nights, we'll begin our Youth Alpha series which looks at the core building
blocks and beliefs of the Christian faith.

Join us for a great year, and we look forward to our EPIC nights together!
Enrollment for EPIC is available at Immanuelstorycity.org!

2022-2023
& Confirmation

EPIC families played watermelon ball in August
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CONFIRMATION AT IMMANUEL
Confirmation is a Christian Education and Discipleship program for 6th-8th graders.  It is
designed to encourage and produce familiarity with the Bible, an understanding of basic
theological ideas unique to Christianity and the Lutheran lens, and the ability for a
student to articulate faith in Jesus in their own words. This year will focus on the New
Testament!
 
                                                                                    Confirmation classes are Sundays from 
                                                                                    8:30-9:15 in the Chapel at Immanuel, and 
                                                                                    are required for students wishing to be 
                                                                                    confirmed in their 8th grade year 
                                                                                    (although any students can attend!). 

                                                              Other expectations include doing sermon notes, 
                                         attending EPIC Youth Group on Wednesdays, serving on occasion 
in worship (Sundays and Wednesdays with the youth) and attending a Bible Camp 1-2
times during the Confirmation years.  These are not "hoops to jump through," rather,
they are all experiences and classes designed to encourage a lasting faith in Jesus Christ!
 
Full 2022-2023 Confirmation Calendars, including breaks from Sunday classes, will be
available at Orientation on August 31, and Sunday classes begin on Sunday, September
11. Enrollment forms for Confirmation are available at immanuelstorycity.org.
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SUMMARY OF JULY 14, 2022 
IMMANUEL COUNCIL MEETING

 
Joint Council
· President John Rathmacher called the meeting
to order.
· Opening devotion: Steve Skartvedt.
· The Council reviewed Al Hermanson’s monthly
Treasurer’s report.
· Report of Boards.
· Old Business: visioning meeting held; another in
Aug; Broad St assessment payment affirmed. 
· New Business: hosting Conflict Resolution
Workshop with Perry Fruhling Aug 7; special
congregational meeting for parsonage basement
repair; redirecting unused missionary funds for
2022 to RScityserve; Pastor Kurt is seeking
another call.
· Next meeting: Aug 11.
 
Trustees—July 14
· Opening Prayer. 
· Approved bills and Treasurer’s report.
· Project Updates: parsonage dining room
flooring, basement cleanup & waterproofing;
planter boxes to be repaired.
· Next meeting: Aug 11.

Deacons—July 14
· Church-wide small group campaign this fall:
Joining Jesus on His Mission.
· Summer sermon series: The Way of Jesus –
From Belief to Action.
· Looking into a used baby grand piano. 
· Seed money blessing gifts to be distributed July
17.
· Exploring crisis pregnancy support ministry.
· BBQ Outreach event July 30 with ISU Meat
Science Club; follow-up event in the fall.
· Next meeting: Aug 11.
  
Youth Board
· MS & HS events throughout the summer on
Sundays including campfires, lunches, Ledges,
Perfect Games, and Clear Lake.
· Gearing up EPIC for fall, including Youth Alpha
and parent nights with EPIC fellowship nights.
· Planning to reintroduce Faith Stepping Stones or
similar events with various topics.
· Next meeting: TBD.

Board of Education–July 12
· 5 Love Languages 10@10:00 on Immanuel
Families Facebook page.
· Vacation Bible School: June 13-16 had 96 kids!
· Families at the River event at Miracle Park July
16; Backpack Blessing Aug 21.
· Planning Family Sunday School day with stations
in different rooms.
· After School Adventure twice a month this fall
for K-4 
· Next meeting: TBD.
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SUMMARY OF AUGUST 11, 2022 
IMMANUEL COUNCIL MEETING

 
Joint Council
· President John Rathmacher called the meeting to order.
· Opening devotion: Lisa McIlrath.
. The Council approved minutes from the previous meeting
· The Council reviewed Al Hermanson’s monthly Treasurer’s report.
· Report of Boards.
· Old Business: Reviewed Visioning meetings and congregational survey
questions; approved purchase of used baby grand piano.
· New Business: Expanding After School Adventure to 2x/month and
increasing Allison’s salary for her extra hours and Master’s of Divinity
degree, using Johnson funds; moving 2023 pastoral health benefits from
Portico to LCMC. 
· Next meeting: Sept 8.
 
Trustees—Aug 11
· Opening Prayer–Edgar Christian. 
· Approved bills and Treasurer’s report.
· Project Updates: parsonage dining room flooring being replaced,
basement repair 8/22-26; shade sails ordered for church patio; chapel
mini split being repaired. 
· Next meeting: Sept 8.

Deacons—Aug 11
· Church-wide small group campaign this fall: Joining Jesus on His Mission.
· Approved expanding After School Adventure using Johnson funds and
purchase of baby grand piano using funds already raised.
· Dave Anderson and Roger Walck from Shepherd’s Canyon will share
music and stories during worship Sept 25.
· BBQ Outreach event went well; follow up event Sept 17 on church patio.
· Next meeting: Sept 8.
  
Youth Board–Aug 7
· Summer recap; Clear Lake HS outing Aug 28, rescheduling MS outing.
· Planning EPIC for fall, including Teen Alpha and parent invites and
involvement.
· Potential Youth Board or EPIC team additions.
· Next meeting: TBD.

 Board of Education–Aug 11
· Aug 6 Families at the River at North Park
· After School Adventure: almost all 30 slots filled, good amount of
volunteers.
· Backpack Blessing Aug 21; Rally Sunday Sept 11–camping theme. 
· Looking into having Kingdom Kids sing at Bethany again.
· Next meeting: TBD.

2022 IMMANUEL COUNCIL & BOARD MEMBERS
 

Church Officers: President: John Rathmacher; Vice President: Joel
Danielson; Secretary: Lori Whipple; Treasurer: Al Hermanson

Board of Deacons: Kelly Dahl, Brad Waline, Sherry Olsen, Patty
Rathmacher, Dion Whipple

Board of Education: Lisa McIlrath, Brandi Hill, Laura Severson, Rachel
Winecoff, Jaynee Christian (Sunday School Superintendent), Cindy
Blomberg (Sunday School Treasurer)

Youth Board: Chris & Kelly Dahl, Patty Rathmacher, Grant Severson, Brian &
Melanie Wakefield

Board of Trustees: Edgar Christian, Grant Severson, Steve Skartvedt, Jeff
Loots, Mike Mullenbach



The changing of the seasons is often
accompanied by a mix of both sadness
and anticipation. There are things about
the past season that will be missed and
things unique to the next season that we
look forward to. As the transition from
summer to fall begins we may exchange
the casual flexibility of a more relaxed
routine for a more structured schedule.
With school starting and fall programming
beginning, new opportunities present
themselves. We hope you will make a
regular visit to the church library a part of
your plans for this fall.

These are some of the new books we
have added recently. Veiled in Smoke,
Shadows of the White City, and Drawn
by the Current are the novels in Jocelyn
Green's "Windy City Saga" series. This is
historical fiction focusing on significant
events in Chicago's history --the Great Fire
of 1871, the World Fair in 1893, and the
sinking of the S.S. Eastland in the Chicago
River in 1915. A generational saga, the
main characters are all part of one family,
so the stories flow best if read in order.
Jocelyn Green is an exceptional author
from Cedar Falls, Iowa. Be sure to read
the acknowledgements at the end of the
book--you might find someone you know
or have heard of!

Irene Hannon's "Hope Harbor" novel,
Sea Glass Cottage is a contemporary
romance set in the town of Hope
Harbor along the Oregon coast. Main
character Christi Reece has come a
long way both geographically and
personally from the place and the girl
she used to be. Finding herself
between a rock and a hard place, she
turns to someone from a past
relationship for help, but she has a lot
of work to do to prove she is not the
girl he knew from before. An unlikely
series of events has Christi wondering
if there is such a thing as pure
coincidence of if, perhaps, the God
she had turned her back on is really
working miracles on her behalf.

Although not a new book, we have
added a copy of the Serendipity Bible
to our nonfiction collection. If you are
considering joining or leading a small
group this fall, this would be of great
value to you. A variety of study plans
and options are laid out for you as
well as questions for opening, digging
into the Bible, and applying what you
learn to your own life. There are other
study Bibles and resources available
as well, so be sure to stop in and
check them out.

Church
Library
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FUND BEGINNING
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING

BALANCE

Current & Mission $44,962.69 $23,269.66 $30,598.93 $37,633.42

Improvement $137,663.72 $895.00 $14,938.13 $123,620.59

Missionary Support $3,082.17 $1,700.00 1,997.00 $2,785.17

Memorial $4,030.69 $50.00 $25.00 (and
$580 transferred) $3,475.69

Ministry $30,173.77 $30.00
$489.84 (and

$600 transferred)
$29,113.93

Tom Johnson Local
Mission Fund $278,278.68 $0.00 $0.00  $278,278.68 

Questions regarding finances can be directed to treasurer
Al Hermanson, or financial secretary, Carol Lake.

Church Financials

No Offering Envelopes?
 

Scan the QR code to give a financial
gift to Immanuel securely online!  16

Consider making a gift to the
Immanuel Lutheran Endowment
Fund in memory of a family
member or special friend. Feel
free to discuss with the
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Endowment Committee of any
special programs or projects you
would like to be supported by
this endowment.



FUND BEGINNING
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING

BALANCE

Current & Mission $37,633.42 $28,421.08 $35,256.80 $30,797.70

Improvement $123,620.59 $1,505.00 $5,558.00 $119,567.59

Missionary Support $2,785.17 $1,040.00 $1,062.50 $2,762.67

Memorial $3,475.69 $1,285.00 $0.00 $4,760.69

Ministry $29,113.93 $80.00 $6,416.66 $22,777.27

Tom Johnson Local
Mission Fund  $278,278.68 $0.00 $0.00  $278,278.68 

Questions regarding finances can be directed to treasurer
Al Hermanson, or financial secretary, Carol Lake.

Church Financials

Give to Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Fund. 
Take advantage of the flexibility that a will can offer. 
Prepare a Christian Preamble to your will. A Christian Preamble is a way for you to
begin your will or trust with a simple, personal statement of faith. It is a lasting
opportunity to proclaim your love of the Lord to family and friends. 
Discuss your estate plan with your family. 
Consult with a legal professional. 

Five Ways to Make the Most of Your Will
Did you know that 80% of people give to charity in their lifetime but only 8% include a
charity in their wills? A bequest to Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Fund in your
will is a final testament to your faith. In order for your assets to be distributed properly,
here are five ways to make the most of your will:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5. 17



 Norsemen 
 Food Pantry

Located at the 
RS Middle School 
in Roland

Open Every Sunday 
from 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Appointments not necessary.
Families are to bring bags, boxes
or laundry baskets to carry food
home. Call the Roland- Story
Middle School for questions or to
donate: (515) 388-4348.

Neighborhood News

Little Free Pantry
The RS Ministerial
Association’s Little Free
Pantry is located at 510
Pennsylvania in Story
City for anyone that
needs to take food and
for those who would like
to give food to help
others in need! Find out
more about the Little
Free Pantry movement
at littlefreepantry.org.
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Story City Senior Citizens, Inc.
Story City Community Center at 503 Elm Avenue

 

Reserve your meal by 2:30 P.M. on Mondays by
calling Cheryl at Cheryl 515-290-9774. 

 

SENIORS 55+ WEDNESDAY LUNCHEON 
Meals are $6 each which includes coffee and water.
Fellowship starts at 11:00 a.m. & Meal at 11:30 a.m.

Stay for BINGO after lunch - PRIZES!
----------

PRESENTATION: Story City Library on Sept. 7
September 7, 2022: Pizza Ranch

Chicken, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Corn
 

PRESENTATION: Bethany Life on Sept. 14
Sept. 14, 2022: Bethany Life

Chicken Alfredo Lasagne, Italian Salad, Bruschetta, Gelato
 

Sept. 21, 2022: Los Altos
Chimichanga, etc.

 

Sept. 28, 2022: Kalen Peterson Catering
Cheesy Ground Beef Casserole, Vegetable, Cole Slaw

 

Second Tuesday each month 2:00 p.m. 
SCSC, Inc. Board Meeting

 

Fridays at 1:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to play cards.  

Direct Support
Professionals Week 
Do you know someone who is
a caregiver to a loved one? It is
a role that is both demanding
and meaningful. During
September’s National Direct
Support Professionals Week,
we celebrate all the ways in
which professional caregivers
help children and adults
achieve their goals and build
meaningful lives.

One way LSI empowers Iowans
is through our Services for
People with Disabilities. From
24-hour support to occasional
respite care, the LSI team lifts
up Iowans with disabilities as
they find the confidence and
independence they need to
thrive in their communities.
Through our innovative Host
Homes program, caregivers
can also become mentors to
individuals with disabilities,
welcoming them into their
private family home where
they can receive more one-on-
one care and encouragement.  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa
responds to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service. Learn more at
LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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