
               Rediscovering       
            Community 

                                "They devoted themselves to the 
                          apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to  
                the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Acts 2:42

After looking this summer at what Jesus said and did 
in the Gospel of Luke that showed his Kingdom 
Urgency, this fall we are turning to Luke’s second 
book, the Acts of the Apostles. It could be named the 
Amazing Acts of the Holy Spirit, since everything the 
apostles did flowed from the Spirit’s power.

The first Christians formed a distinctive community 
that demonstrated the love of Jesus in how they met 
together and cared for each other’s needs. How can 
we rediscover that kind of life-giving community 
today, in a society where people are so isolated, 
polarized, and divided from one another? What does 
the Holy Spirit want to do in our neighborhoods, 
workplaces, families, and schools?

Small groups that meet regularly can give us a 
taste of the life of the early church. Some of our 
current small groups are continuing and inviting other 
people to join them. Other groups are restarting, 
reshuffling, or multiplying. We plan to start new 
groups based on people’s common interests as well. 
If you haven’t already, fill out a small group survey to 
find other people you might like to get to know 
better! Having regular conversations together around 
God’s Word builds healthy community.

Continued on page 2
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We’re updating the newsletter layout by revamping 
and adding articles to make our newsletters more 
informative and pleasing to read! You’ll find changes 
monthly as we adjust the design and content. Please 
be patient while we try new things, and let us know 
how we’re doing at office@immanuelstorycity.org. 
Thanks for reading The Immanuel Informer!

Immanuel’s In Person 
Worship Precautions 

at this time:

                     Face masks or coverings are 
                   required for our 8:30 A.M. 
worship service, as well as when you enter 
and exit the sanctuary during any of our 
services. Disposable and reusable masks 
are available as you enter the building.

                     Hand sanitizer is available in 
                   multiple areas of the church. 
                   We use a variety of cleaning 
                   supplies to disinfect pews, 
handles and railing in between services.

                      We are still observing “social 
                      distancing” in the narthex 
and in the sanctuary by rotating pews that 
are used for services. We ask that family 
groups space themselves apart from 
others. Though we don’t recommend 
hugging or hand-shaking at this time, we 
do encourage elbow bumps and air hugs!  

Our Mission
Building Strong Relationships in Christ,  

And Making Him Known to All.

 

Sundays
8:30 & 10:45 A.M.

Wednesdays during Lent
6:30 P.M.

The Immanuel Church Council is 
relaxing our COVID-19 worship 
protocol as we turn a new corner in 
this pandemic. Please take note 
that these guidelines and protocol 
may change as we continue to 
adapt. Thank you for your prayers, 
patience, and understanding as we 
make these decisions!

For In-Person Worship

See the plan on page 2!

We’re always looking for more 
members to volunteer for worship, 
whether it’s behind the scenes or in 
front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or instrumental)
● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact Mary Mechaelsen or the 
church office if you’re interested in 
volunteering! We’d love to add you to 
our worship schedule!

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


Continued from page 1

Maybe you’re already part of a group of friends or 
family that meets regularly. Start reflecting on God’s 
Word together and asking the Spirit to use you for his 
purposes. If you’re not currently part of a small 
group, join one or start one of your own! Small 
group leaders will gather in the Cornerstone Room 
after church on September 5 to share ideas. Meet with 
your group once every week or two from 
mid-September through the week before 
Thanksgiving. Listen together to the stories of the 
early church, and see what the Holy Spirit does among 
and through you!

During our fall sermon series on Acts, we will provide 
weekly questions to fuel conversations about Holy 
Spirit-led community. The series will last from 
September 12 - November 21. Who could you 
connect with around God’s Word during these coming 
weeks? Here are the themes we will explore this 
month in The Amazing Acts of the Holy Spirit:

Sept 12: Acts 1:1-11 The Holy Spirit Church: After his 
death and resurrection, Jesus gathers his disciples on 
a mountaintop. He promises that the Father will send 
them the Holy Spirit, and they will be his witnesses to 
the ends of the earth. Jesus ascends to his Father, and 
the disciples wonder what will happen next.

Sept 19: Acts 2:1-21 The Church Is Born: On the Jewish 
festival of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit fills the followers 
of Jesus with fire and powerful words. Peter speaks to 
the confused crowd and shares the message of faith in 
Jesus Christ.

Sept 26: Acts 2:38-47 Like Family (Or Closer!): 
Thousands come to faith in Jesus, and they create a 
new community marked by love and care for one 
another. No one is in need among them. They worship 
and eat together and devote themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching. The Lord continues to bring more 
believers together.

Where do you see the Holy Spirit working today? 
How are we like that first Christian community, and 
where do we need to grow? I can’t wait to see what 
God will do in and through us as we gather together 
around his Word this fall!

Pastor Kurt

We’re always looking for more 
members to volunteer for worship, 
whether it’s behind the scenes or in 
front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or instrumental)

● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact the church office if you’re 
interested in volunteering! We’d love 
to add you to our worship schedule!

June 6: Ecclesiastes
June 13: How God Replies to Job’s Suffering
June 20: God’s Mercy on Our Enemy
June 27: Message of the Prophets

Heart to heart on sept. 11
Remember 9/11
Rally Sunday slide
Service of holy communion 
(main+3rd Sunday)
September church at home 
studies
Epic/confirmation stuff
Senior choir?
Women’s bible study??? Our help — 

past, present and future
This month, America marks the 20th 
anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks, which ended almost 3,000 lives 
and changed life forever for millions 
more. The nation was shaken to its very 
roots, with violence jolting out of us any 
assumption that “it can’t happen here.” 
September 11 banished any lingering 
notion that being on the side of “liberty 
and justice for all” served as insulation 
against mass tragedy. We now had 
more to fear than fear itself.

Psalm 46 reminds us that “though the 
earth should change” (v. 2) — as it did 
on 9/11 —God remains “our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble” 
(v. 1). We are never alone or without 
hope, even on life-altering days.

How have God’s presence and power 
sustained you through life’s changes? 
How might sharing your story help 
someone else when their world or faith 
gets shaken?

—adapted from The Wired Word

https://bibleproject.com/
http://immanuelstorycity.org/grow/adult-education


SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

 1
5:30 P.M. 
EPIC concert 
outing (Iowa Falls)

2
9 A.M.  
LWR Mission 
Blanket Tying 
(Social Hall)

3 4

5 Communion

10:45 A.M. 
Small Group 
Leader’s Mtg

6
Church Office 

Closed

7
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

8
6 P.M. 
EPIC

9
8:30 A.M. 
Social Hall 
reserved

6:30 P.M. 
Deacons

7:00 P.M.
Trustees

8:15 P.M.
Church Council

10 11
8 A.M. 
Heart to Heart 
Women’s Fellow-
ship (Social Hall); 
Men of Imman-
uel (Cornerstone)

12  13 14
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

15
6 P.M. 
EPIC

16 17 18
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

19 
10:30 A.M.
Service of Holy 
Communion

11 A.M. 
My Bible 
Workshop

20 21
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

7 P.M.
Social Hall 
Reserved

22
6 P.M. 
EPIC

23 24 25
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

26 27 28
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

29
6 P.M. 
EPIC

30

calendar

Events

Birthdays and anniversaries

Church hours for thanksgiving

Daylight savings

November holidays

All saints

Church secretaryslide

 

12/22: Al & Karen Hermanson
12/28: Chuck & Emily Anderson

                                                                       12/3: Diane Swenson; 12/5: Nadine Beck, Fran Christian, David Hanson;  
                                                                       12/6: Katie Brouwer, Hunter Hill, Paul Voga; 12/7: LaVerne Pierce, Laurie 
                                                                       Thompson; 12/8: Chuck Carlson, Tess Leeman; 12/9: May Loots; 12/10: Larry  
                                                                       Fuhrman; 12/11: Emma Martin; 12/12: Mike Billings, Judy Hill; 12/13: Diane 
                                                                       Christian, Tim Marienau, Leah Oppedal; 
12/14: Katrina Mader, Steve Skartvedt; 12/16: Duane hassebrock, 
Andrew johnson; 12/17: Janet Oppedal; 12/19: Donna Kallem, Jason
Thompson; 12/20: Jim Hovick, Rachel Isebrand, Sophia Smith;
12/21: Ashlee Mullenbach, Braden Richardson, Solvay Twedt, Susan 
Twedt; 12/23: Kane Hassebrock, Brooke Lynn Mader; 12/25: Carol 
Sherman; 12/27: Chuck Anderson, Nicole Engelhardt, John Nordeen; 
12/28: Jace Mensen; 12/29: Adelyn Valen; 12/31: Janet Hermanson

Birthday

Wedding Anniversary

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Sunday School and Adult Education
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

Communion
EPIC and lenten 
worship
Spring forward
First day of spring
Spring break
Newsletter
Heart to heart on 
13th
Womens bible 
study
Easter Lilies?
Holy Week 
Schedule
Easter Morning 
Schedule
VBS
Riverside events

https://www.remove.bg/

Articles, pictures, & 
announcements are due 
to the church office on 

the 20th of each month. 

April fools day
Good Friday
Easter
Other 
holidays?
Spring work 
day on april 9

A reminder that on 

Sunday, May 30th, we 

begin our Summer 

Worship Schedule with 

one service at 9:30 A.M.!



9/1: Mike Anderson, Sue Uthe
9/2: Ben Haberl, Kyle Nordeen, Rachel Wilkinson
9/4: Sue Valen, Holly Van Winkle
9/6: Gloria Hill, Tegan Oliver, Josie Reifschneider
9/7: Laura McIlrath, Mary Mechaelsen
9/8: Declan Concannon, Bill Joslin
9/11: Jessica Reinert
9/12: Thomas Riesberg
9/13: Colleen Mathis, Hannah Larsen
9/14: Meredith Mullenbach
9/15: Asher Whipple
9/16: Kim Mathison, Gene Reinert
9/18: Mike Hill
9/19: Becky Amundson, Sarah Gelner
9/20: Greg Jacobson, Diane Penning, Evan Skartvedt
9/23: Terry Rasmusson
9/24: Kay Billings, Kari Matheason, Emily Narigon
9/26: Paul Gallagher
9/27: Elly Thompson, Berniece Voga
9/28: Dallas Kray, Alyson Riesberg
9/29: Trenton Whipple

Broadcast

Inclement weather policy

Covid protocol

Volunteers
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November
Pastoral Acts:

If we’re missing your anniversary or 

birthday, please let us know so that we 

can celebrate your day!

9/1: Brad & Julie Skaar
9/2: David & Carol Ann Morris
9/3: Jonathan & Kaylin Contag
9/5: Daniel & Mayumi Oakland
9/19: Joe & Christine Cannon
9/22: Duane & Shirley Wheeler
9/24: Jeff & Charlotte Loots
9/27: Adam & Amber Christian



                                                          Some members of the Imm-
                                                          anuel Senior Choir gathered 
                                                          on Thursday, August 26 to 
                                                          discuss the status of the 
                                                          choir. After a lengthy dis-
                  cussion, a consensus was formed on these issues:

1) Some people are ready to sing (practicing social dis-
tancing with or without masks) while others are 
uncomfortable singing at all with another spike of
COVID, regardless of vaccination.

2) A weekly 30-minute rehearsal would take place on Wednesday evenings after EPIC (8 P.M.).
3) We would allow choir members the option to mask or not mask, but we would practice social 

distancing by not being in the choir pews, but up in front of the sanctuary to sing.
4) Performances would take place once a month (on most occasions, the first Sunday of the 

month), with extra performances (Christmas Cantata, special music, Easter Sunday). 
5) No choir robes at this time, and members would walk up to the front to sing instead of being in 

the choir loft.
  We would still like more input from other members of the choir before we come up with a plan.  
  There are more questions than answers at this point. Please contact choir director Kelly Dahl, or 
  accompanist Milianna Carlson with your thoughts and concerns. We will give another update when 
  we hear from more of you!



We’re always looking for more 
members to volunteer for worship, 
whether it’s behind the scenes or in 
front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or instrumental)

● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact the church office if you’re 
interested in volunteering! We’d love 
to add you to our worship schedule!

June 6: Ecclesiastes
June 13: How God Replies to Job’s Suffering
June 20: God’s Mercy on Our Enemy
June 27: Message of the Prophets

Rally Sunday slide
Service of holy communion 
(main+3rd Sunday)
Senior choir?
Women’s bible study???

at 
Immanuel

https://bibleproject.com/
http://immanuelstorycity.org/grow/adult-education


Attendance
JUNE 6: 124    JUNE 13: 119
JUNE 20: 136   JUNE 27: 112

JULY 4: 90    JULY 11: 99
JULY 18: 94    JULY 25: 51

Average Sunday 
Attendance: 103

July 26:
Braden “Brady” Huffaker

July 29:
Thomas Johnson

August 3:
Celebration of Life for 

Thomas Johnson

IN OUR PRAYERS:
●The families and friends of 

Brady Huffaker and 
Thomas Johnson

●Our law enforcement, 
doctors and healthcare 
workers, teachers and 
students as they head 
back to school

●Those who are sick or in 
recovery

JANUARY 27: 
Merle Frette
JANUARY 30: 

Steve Johnson
FEBRUARY 1:

Patricia Larson

Danni Jean Whipple, 
daughter of Trent & Tosha 

Whipple, born October 8, 2020.
Sponsors: Brian & Caryn Watson 

and AJ & Amber Christian

JANUARY 24: 
Grayson John Nordeen, 

son of Kyle & Ashley Nordeen, 
born December 3, 2020.

Sponsors: Mike & Jamie Nordeen and 
Doug & Briana Goodenbour

Dear Immanuel Family: Thank you for your 
   prayers, cards, flowers, and memorials in 
     memory of our husband, father and 
       grandfather, Steve Johnson. 

       Pastor Kurt, thank you for your talk and 
      prayers with Steve in the hospital, and 
    words of comfort to us since his death.  
  Immanuel’s love and support is lifting us.

Marci Johnson

● Grab a nametag (narthex) if you’d like one.

● You’re invited to join us after worship for coffee and treats in the 
Social Hall!

● Hymnals are back in the pews, and a new bulletin is available to 
grab on your way in to worship if you need one. Offering plates 
are placed on tables as you enter the sanctuary.

● The nursery is open (not staffed). Livestreaming services are not 
available in the nursery.

● Feeling unwell? Please stay home. Thank you!

For In-Person Worship

● Masks are not required at 
worship. Disposable & reusable 
masks are available in the 
narthex, along with hand 
sanitizer, if you need them.

                                                                        Please join us for an open 
                                                                        house reception to celebrate      
                                                                        the marriage of Timothy 
                                                                        Czirr & MaKayla Tjernagel, 
                                                                        daughter of Tim & Paula 
                                                           Tjernagel, on Sunday, September 5, 
from 1:00-4:00 pm at the Fairview Lodge, 708 Grove Avenue, Story 
City, Iowa. The couple was united in marriage in Cleveland, Ohio, on 
August 3, 2021. For more information, refer to the following website:
https://www.theknot.com/us/timothy-czirr-and-makayla-tjernagel-aug-2021

https://www.rasmussonfh.com/obituaries/Braden--Huffaker?obId=21793077
https://www.adamssoderstrum.com/obituaries/Thomas-L-Johnson?obId=21878903#/obituaryInfo
mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org
https://www.theknot.com/us/timothy-czirr-and-makayla-tjernagel-aug-2021


Update
EPIC is rolling for the new school year!  
We’re headed to Iowa Falls for a concert on 
September 1st, and we’re starting our 
meals and group meetings on September 
8th at Immanuel.

The schedule for EPIC will be the same this 
year - Wednesdays from 6-8 P.M. with a 
meal served.

God has blessed EPIC with a great and 
growing team of leaders this year. We will 
have TEN adults involved with this ministry 
as we continue to grow Christ-centered 
relationships with our Middle and High 
Schoolers in the community.

                          Dear Parents of 
                            8th Grader 

                            Immanuel students:

                              We consider it a great 
                           blessing to be nearing 
the end of another school year!  As you 
are aware, this means that we'll be 
confirming our 8th graders this spring!  
We want to give you that information 
now so that you have time to plan 
accordingly.

Since we are still dealing with ongoing 
concerns regarding the pandemic, and 
since we know that some of our 
Immanuel families have not yet felt 
comfortable coming to Sunday worship, 
we are making the following plans for 
Confirmation which mirror what we did 
in October for the 9th graders:

1.  Special Confirmation Service, 
Saturday, May 1 at 11:00 AM in the 
Sanctuary
   -Students arrive at 9AM for run-through, 
robes, and pictures (food provided)
2.  Masks Required, Social Distancing 
for service
3.  Limited to confirmands, their 
families/relatives, close friends, and 
EPIC leaders.
4.  Testimonies given LIVE on 
Saturday, but recorded for Sunday 
(and live streamed service)
5.  The testimonies of each student 
will air during both Sunday services 
on May 2.

This plan allows all to be in person for 
confirmation, and it allows the 
       congregation as a whole to still
         witness and celebrate in the
         confirmation. It also respects the
         various levels of comfort during
         COVID. Is it ideal to separate
         Confirmation from the greater 
         body? No, but for this season this 
         seems like the best route, and 
         hopefully next year we are back to 
        a bigger celebration!

                            Our mission trip plans continue
                                  for our trip to Sioux Falls 
                                    this June. We are partner-
                                    ing with the Lifelight Youth
                                    Center and Union Gospel
                                    Mission of Sioux Falls to
                                   learn, grow, and work hard! 
                                    Our group of 11 students 
and leaders ask for your prayers as we prepare 
for this unique experience! If you have 
questions, or if someone you know wants to 
potentially go along, talk to Pastor Andrew.

2021
June 25-28

Lifelight
Funeral Committee Meeting
Outdoor July
Outdoor Riverside August
Riverside Quilt Auction and 5K
Rally Day, After School Adventure, 
Sunday School Teasers

Lifelight Music 
Festival Recap

Thank you for your 
support and prayers for 
the Lifelight Festival in 
July!  Although we had 
to move inside, God still 
moved in big ways, and 
we are thankful for 
Imman-
uel’s part in that story! 
Let’s keep praying for 
revival in our area - and 
let’s be willing to have 
our own faith and hope 
renewed and refreshed 
in Jesus! 

- Pastor Andrew

We will continue to follow 
the school guidance or 
protocol for health and 
Covid-related matters.

Thank you for your 
continued prayer and 
support for these 
incredible students that 
we are blessed to hang 
out with each week. 

We ask for continued 
prayers for the students, 
for our summer activities 
and engagement with the 
youth, and for the vision 
God is placing on our 
hearts regarding High 
School ministry at 
Immanuel. 

If you would like to help 
out for a week, provide a 
meal, or sponsor this 
ministry in any way, 
please contact Pastor 
Andrew!

VOLUNTEERS ARE 

STILL NEEDED!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054aaca823a5ff2-homedelivered


Worship at Riverside

After worship and the potluck at Riverside on August 22, church members of all ages enjoyed 
swimming and playing yard games at Riverside for our first Families at the River Activity!

Thank you to all who brought items for our 
AMAZING potluck, to the Immanuel Deacons 
for helping set up the food, and the Dahls 
and Riverside staff for allowing us to use the 
pool and Dining Hall! We had a blast!



Kingdom Kids and Young Disciples 
We celebrated the final Sunday School day of the year by 
singing during the 10:45 Worship Service.  Thank you to 
the Kingdom Kids’ teachers for practicing the songs in 
their rooms.  We appreciate Nicole Engelhardt for coming 
in the last few weeks so they could all practice together in 
the sanctuary. The Young Disciples were led by Allison and 
Pastor Andrew.  It was so great to see the students 
spreading the joy of Jesus through song! 

Intergenerational Prayer Warriors
All forty-two students that signed up to participate in the 
Intergenerational Prayer Warriors activity have been 
placed with an adult “buddy”. Please remember to keep 
both the children and the adults in prayer, as they grow in 
Christ’s love together. Thank you to all that signed up to 
participate!

Third Grade Inspirational Art
Pictured are the Third Grade students from Lori Whipple’s 
class. They were each asked to think of an inspirational 
word that they could paint on a small canvas.  

For more information about 
Immanuel’s Sunday School Program, 
contact  Jaynee Christian at 
jlchristian@hotmail.com.

September Birthdays
6: Josie Reifschneider
7: Laura McIlrath
13: Hannah Larsen
14: Meredith Mullenbach
15: Asher Whipple

Sunday School Happenings
September 12

Rally Day Sunday
Presentation of Bibles to 2nd Graders
Presentation of Lord’s Prayer books     

to 3-year-olds
September 19

My Bible Class for 2nd & 3rd Graders
September 26

Installation of Teachers

                        

May 

                  Happenings
We’re wrapping up the year!
May 9: Last day of Sunday School and 
both the Kingdom Kids and the Young 
Disciples will sing in church at the 10:45 
A.M. service!

Looking ahead to June...Day Camp!

Rally Sunday 
Sunday, September 12

8:30 a.m. -  9:20 a.m.
3 year olds – Fifth Grade will go to their classroom first.

The 6th - 8th Confirmation class will meet in the 
Chapel for their own activities.

Our theme this year is Rally Day Barnyard. There will be 
tractor races, horses to be ridden, pig races, bingo and 
more!  (In case of rain, we will move activities inside.)

One of our activities will be a visit to the “Feedbunk” 
where the students will receive a doughnut or muffin 
and juice. Please let us know if your child has any sort of 
food allergy.

We encourage parents to join us for our activities on the 
lawn. Bring a lawn chair and we will have a pot of coffee 
ready for you to enjoy, along with doughnuts.

At approximately 9:15, the teachers will take their 
students back to their classrooms. You may pick your 
child up there.

We will NOT be serving a lunch as we have in the past.  
Instead we will serve doughnuts and other pastries in 
the social hall following worship to show our apprec-
iation to everyone that has been so supportive of our 
youth through generosity and prayer.  

Photographer Needed!

We’d like to reach out to anyone willing to take pictures 
during our Rally Sunday activities. We’d like each class to 
be photographed as a group and each student individ-
ually. Contact Jaynee Christian jlchristian@hotmail.com 
or 515-460-6555. Thanks in advance!

Covid Protocol

During the 2020-2021 Sunday School year, we followed 
the guidelines set by the school district and masks were 
required during Sunday School. This year masks will be 
optional, but encouraged. Last year we didn’t have any 
instances of Covid related illnesses due to Sunday 
School. We have small enough class sizes that the 
students will be able to spread out. Each classroom is 
supplied with hand sanitizer, Handy Wipes and 
kleenexes. We will keep you updated if changes are 
needed.

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com
mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com


Kingdom Kids and Young Disciples 
We celebrated the final Sunday School day of the year by 
singing during the 10:45 Worship Service.  Thank you to 
the Kingdom Kids’ teachers for practicing the songs in 
their rooms.  We appreciate Nicole Engelhardt for coming 
in the last few weeks so they could all practice together in 
the sanctuary. The Young Disciples were led by Allison and 
Pastor Andrew.  It was so great to see the students 
spreading the joy of Jesus through song! 

Intergenerational Prayer Warriors
All forty-two students that signed up to participate in the 
Intergenerational Prayer Warriors activity have been 
placed with an adult “buddy”. Please remember to keep 
both the children and the adults in prayer, as they grow in 
Christ’s love together. Thank you to all that signed up to 
participate!

Third Grade Inspirational Art
Pictured are the Third Grade students from Lori Whipple’s 
class. They were each asked to think of an inspirational 
word that they could paint on a small canvas.  

May 

                  Happenings
We’re wrapping up the year!
May 9: Last day of Sunday School and 
both the Kingdom Kids and the Young 
Disciples will sing in church at the 10:45 
A.M. service!

Looking ahead to June...Day Camp!

On Sunday August 22nd, students were blessed with a 
back-to-school blessing as they prepared to return to 
school on August 23rd.  Please continue to pray for all of 
the students, staff, and school administrators as they 
begin this new school year!

Prayer Warriors

If you are a Prayer Partner to a  stu-
dent, please be in prayer for them as 
they begin a new school year. A hand-
written note of encouragement would 
be a very kind gesture. We will have a 
meet-and-greet gathering on Sunday, 
January 2.  More information will come 
as the time grows closer.  



Adult class 
moved to 
9:45 am 
and 
Sunday 
school at 
9:45

LCMC iowa district annual 
gathering

https://www.iowalcmc.org/

February 7: When We Cry Out
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/

How does God respond when his people cry out 
to him? We take a closer look in Exodus 3.

February 14: Rescued for a Purpose
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/

Does God rescue people just to get them out of 
trouble, or does he have something greater in 
mind?

February 21: Leviticus
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/

God graciously provides a way for people to live in 
his presence. 

February 28: Numbers
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/

Israel’s repeated rebellion in the wilderness is met 
by God’s justice and mercy.

On the COVID-19 Update, change the 
wording to say 

In the Through the Bible slide, change it to 
say "Throughout 2021, we invite you..." and 
"We are using The One-Year..."

Throughout 2021, we invite you to journey with us
through the entire Bible using The One Year Chrono-
logical Bible reading plan, which can be found on 
www.Bible.com and the YouVersion app. Monthly 
readings are found on our website, newsletters, and 
weekly emails. Contact the church office for more 
information or questions.

https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/
http://www.bible.com


Little Prince, Little Prince, What Will You Be? by 
Naomi Zacharias, illustrated by Mary Eakin. A 
mother contemplates all the things her child might 
grow up to be, but knows the truly important thing 
is that God loves him and already has a plan for his 
life.

Sammy’s Incredible Travels with Jesus and His 
Friends, A New Testament Adventure, illustrated 
by Daniel Hochstatter. Read the Bible story on 
each page, then look for Sammy the sheep and his 
young shepherd, and other listed items.

How Big Is God? by Lisa Tawn Bergren, illustrated 
by Laura J. Bryant. A tender story that explores the 
nature of God’s greatness.

Love Does: for Kids by Bob Goff and Lindsey Goff 
Viducich, illustrated by Michael Lauritano. Mr. Goff 
is the founder of the nonprofit organization “Love 
Does”, which seeks justice and education for child-
ren living in areas of conflict. This is a compilation 
of empowering stories from the author’s life which 
readers from 8-12 will find inspiring and enjoyable 
to read.

Someone Awesome by Larry Libby, illustrated by 
Tim Jonke. Many of the truths about God are hard 
for children (and grownups!) to understand. This 
book, written in a question/answer format helps to 
bridge the gap of understanding and reassures 
readers of all ages that while we may not under-
stood everything about God, we can be confident 
of His love for us.

NEW BOOKS FOR ADULTS:

The Best Medicine, Tales of Humor and Hope 
from a Small Town Doctor by Walt Larimore, 
M.D. A continuation of his popular “Bryson City 
Tales” series.

Tending Roses by Lisa Wingate. A moving story of 
a family’s intergenerational love and the challenges 
they face to preserve it. By the same author of 
Before We Were Yours.

Open during Office Hours 

and Sunday mornings

The Little Free Library is 
a resource for anyone in 
the community, accessible 
24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.

 

Little Free Library

Located right outside the 

front NW church doors

"Need a book, Take a book, Read a book, Leave a book." 

As the end-of-summer activities signal the 
changing of the seasons, we know we have 
much to look forward to -- a new school year, 
new sports seasons, new routines and 
responsibilities, and unknown opportunities 
ahead. The library welcomes our young 
people (and adults too!) back for another 
year of Sunday School and Christian 
education. We invite everyone to make 
stopping in the library part of your regular 
Sunday morning routine. We have something 
to offer for every age level. Here are some of 
our newest books for young readers:

The Gift That I Can Give for Little Ones by 
Kathie Lee Gifford, illustrated by Julia Seal. 
This new board book looks at many different 
ways a young child can share the gift of God’s 
love with others.

My Friend Jesus by Juliet David, illustrated 
by Helen Prole. Retells the story of Jesus’ life 
on earth in simple, easy to understand 
words, ending with His precious promise to 
return.

Zacchaeus & the Happy Day by Rhonda 
Gowler Greene, illustrated by Santiago 
Cohen. Read how Zacchaeus’ determination 
to see Jesus brought about a big, big change 
in his heart.



We are thankful that our 
tuckpointing and louver 
painting project has been 
completed before winter sets 
in! Now plaster restoration is 
being done in the balcony. 
Thank you for your continued 
support to make our building 
a beautiful space for ministry 
for years to come!

We are looking for more people to 
volunteer for worship, either behind the 
scenes or in front of the congregation. 
Here are a few ways you can help: sound 
or video technician, musician, usher or 
greeter, or reader. Contact the church 
office if interested!

2021 Immanuel Council 
& Board Members

Church Officers
President: John Rathmacher
Vice President: Steve Skartvedt
Secretary: Lori Whipple
Treasurer: Al Hermanson

Board of Deacons
Kelly Dahl, Brad Waline, Brad Skaar
Joel Danielson, Dion Whipple

Board of Education
Lisa McIlrath, Brandi Hill, Kayla Haberl, 
Rachel Winecoff, Jaynee Christian 
(Sunday School Superintendent), Cindy 
Blomberg (Sunday School Treasurer)

Youth Board
Chris & Kelly Dahl, Patty Rathmacher, 
Grant Severson, Brian & Melanie 
Wakefield

Board of Trustees
Edgar Christian, Tyler Oberender, Mike 
Mullenbach, Grant Severson, Jeff Loots

Summary of July 15, 2021 Immanuel Council Meeting

Joint Council
·  President John Rathmacher called the meeting to order.
·  Opening devotion: Grant Severson.
·  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.
·  Report of Boards.
·  Old Business: Boards updated their goals for 2021; 

summer outdoor worship on July 25 with Kenny Frette & 
Dick Myers, Aug 22 at Riverside followed by brunch and 
Families at the River event.

·  New Business: the Nunziatos, our missionaries with 
Mission Aviation Training Academy will join us in and 
after worship on Aug 1; funeral luncheon committee 
reorganized.

·  Next meeting: August 12 at 8:15 p.m. 
Trustees—July 15 
·  Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian
·  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
·  Project Updates: Patio poured; landscaping, furniture, and 

other details to come.  
·  Discussed 2021 goals and upcoming estate gift.
·  Next meeting: Aug 12 at 7:00 in the Cornerstone Room
Deacons—July 15
·  LifeLight Festival was moved to Harvest EFree due to 

weather; 200+ attended.
·  Looking to do faith story interviews this fall in worship 

along with Deacon temple talks on LCMC’s Common 
Confession.

·  Planning to continue 9:30 Sunday worship in fall; 8:30 
Sunday School/Adult Ed; donuts/coffee fellowship after 
worship.

·  Allison to offer Marriage & Parenting seminar with Pam 
Hulstrand (On Bended Knee Ministries) in February.

·  Next meeting: Aug 12 at 6:30 in the Social Hall
Youth Board--July 11
·  Mission Trip to Sioux Falls recap & update, future plans.
·  EPIC summer events on Sundays, including Ledges on 

Aug 1; Sept 1 Iowa Falls concert. 
·  Confirmation instruction during Sunday School; more 

youth group focus at Wed night EPIC.
·  Looking for 2 more EPIC small group leaders for fall.
Board of Education—July 14
·  Planning Rally Day theme; Sunday School teachers mostly 

in place.
·  Andrew will teach 6-8th grade Confirmation lessons 

during Sunday School; need teacher/s for HS Sunday 
School; Kingdom Kids = Pre-2nd grade; Young Disciples 
= 2nd-5th grade.

·  Intergenerational activities; Families at the River 1x 
quarter; resume After School Adventure in fall.

·  Putting together year-long calendar; updating misconduct 
policy.

·  Next meeting: TBD



We are thankful that our 
tuckpointing and louver 
painting project has been 
completed before winter sets 
in! Now plaster restoration is 
being done in the balcony. 
Thank you for your continued 
support to make our building 
a beautiful space for ministry 
for years to come!

We are looking for more people to 
volunteer for worship, either behind the 
scenes or in front of the congregation. 
Here are a few ways you can help: sound 
or video technician, musician, usher or 
greeter, or reader. Contact the church 
office if interested!

Summary of August 12, 2021 Immanuel Council Meeting

Joint Council
·  President John Rathmacher called the meeting to order.
·  Opening devotion: Allison Potratz.
·  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.
·  Report of Boards.
·  Old Business: Aug 22 worship at Riverside’s Dining Hall followed by brunch and Families at the River 

pool party and yard games; update on Frette estate gift.
·  New Business: looking into benches and shade sails for the new patio; ice cream social/planning 

meeting with Senior Choir on Aug 26.
·  Next meeting: Sept 9 at 8:15 p.m. 
Trustees—Aug 12 
·  Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian
·  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
·  Project Updates: Patio details coming along; north sanctuary AC and church van window regulator 

repaired.  
·  Discussed refinishing sanctuary doors and details of upcoming estate gift.
·  Looking into replacing our oldest computer.
·  Next meeting: Sept 9 at 7:00 in the Cornerstone Room
Deacons—Aug 12
·  Restarting small groups this fall; survey to find common interest areas.
·  Planning sermon series on Acts to begin Sept 12 (Rally Sunday); small group questions for each 

week.
·  Scheduling faith story interviews and Deacon temple talks on LCMC’s Common Confession this fall 

in worship.
·  Planning to continue 9:30 Sunday worship in fall; 8:30 Sunday School/Adult Ed; donuts/coffee 

fellowship after worship.
·  Deacons to resume leading worship quarterly at Zearing Healthcare on Sept 12.
·  Resuming Communion after worship on 3rd Sunday of the month on Sept 19.
·  Next meeting: Sept 9 at 6:30 in the Social Hall
Youth Board--Aug 3
·  Discussed future plans for Mission Trip, outings, 2022 LCMC Youth Conference, mentoring, and 

outreach.
·  EPIC summer events on Sundays; Sept 1 I Am They concert in Iowa Falls; Dec 9 For King and Country 

concert at Wells Fargo. 
·  Confirmation instruction for 6th-8th during Sunday School; more focus on life/faith at Wed night 

EPIC.
·  Looking for 2 more EPIC small group leaders for fall.
Board of Education—Aug 11
·  Aug 22 Backpack Blessing during worship at Riverside; Families at the River pool party.
·  Aug 29 8:30 a.m. Sunday School teachers’ meeting.
·  Planned Sept 12 Rally Day activities, including 2nd grade Bibles and Lord’s Prayer books for 3 yr olds
.· Allison to lead Sept 19 My Bible class for 2nd & 3rd graders.
·  Sept 26 Installation of Sunday School teachers, leaders, and volunteers.
·  Intergenerational events during Sunday School/Adult Ed: Nov 7 (Young Disciples); Jan 2 prayer 

warriors w/kids; Apr 24 (Kingdom Kids). 
·  Fall mission project: winter gear for RScityserve clothing closet.
·  Families at the River outings: Aug 22, Oct 10, late Jan/early Feb, early Apr.
·  After School Adventure: Oct 13, Dec 8, Feb 9, Apr 13.
·  Next meeting: TBD



No Offering 

Envelopes?

Scan the QR code to 
give a financial gift to 

Immanuel securely 
online!  

From the IMMANUEL ENDOWMENT FUND

Five Ways to Make the Most of 
Your Will

Did you know that 80% of people give to 
charity in their lifetime but only 8% 
include a charity in their wills? A bequest 
to Immanuel Lutheran Church Endow- 
ment Fund in your will is a final testament 
to your faith. In order for your assets to 
be distributed properly, here are five 
ways to make the most of your will:

1. Give to Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Endowment Fund.

2. Take advantage of the flexibility that a 
will can offer.

3. Prepare a Christian Preamble to your 
will. A Christian Preamble is a way for you 
to begin your will or trust with a simple, 
personal statement of faith. It is a lasting 
opportunity to proclaim your love of the 
Lord to family and friends.

4. Discuss your estate plan with your 
family.

5. Consult with a legal professional.

 

Financial Report – June 2021

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING 

BALANCE

Current & 
Mission 79,913.21 25,876.12 29,142.77 76,646.56

Improvement 21,174.64 1,445.00 0.00 22,619.64

Missionary 
Support 4,025.17 2,300.00 1,875.00 4,450.17

Memorial 3,575.69 555.00 0.00 4,130.69

Ministry 6,968.49 30.00 1,985.59 5,012.90

Questions regarding 
finances can be 
directed to treasurer   
Al Hermanson, or 
financial secretary, 
Carol Lake.

Ways to give offerings

Pictures from newsletter.com

Building Immanuel Lutheran Church for 
the Next Generation

Financial Report – July 2021

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING 

BALANCE

Current & 
Mission 76,646.56 21,912.58 30,224.30 68,334.84

Improvement 22,619.64 1,510.00 0.00 24,129.64

Missionary 
Support 4,450.17 1,725.00 1,875.00 4,300.17

Memorial 4,130.69 -1,195.00 170.00 2,765.69

Ministry 5,012.90 30.00 113.90 4,929.00



Do you know someone who is a care-
giver to a loved one? It’s a role that is 
both demanding and meaningful. 
During September’s National Direct 
Support Professionals Week, we cele-
brate all the ways in which professional 
caregivers help children and adults 
achieve their goals and build meaningful 
lives.

One way LSI empowers Iowans is 
through our Services for People with 
Disabilities. From 24-hour support to 
occasional respite care, the LSI team lifts 
up Iowans with disabilities as they find 
the confidence and independence they 
need to thrive in their communities. 
Through our innovative Host Homes 
program, caregivers can also become 
mentors to individuals with disabilities, 
welcoming them into their private family 
home where they can receive more 
one-on-one care and encouragement.  

It has been a challenging year for par-
ents of children with disabilities, and 
there are lots of Iowa families who 
deserve support right now. You can help 
by joining the LSI team as a short-term 
respite care provider for Iowa kids. 
Visit LSIowa.org/respite to learn more, 
and if you would like to learn more 
about how you can support crucial 
programming like LSI’s Services for 
People with Disabilities, please contact 
Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanth-
ropy and church relations, at 563-676-
2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 
Christ through compassionate service. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org 
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

2021 Events

April 10
SPRING BLAST

April 17
SPRING WORK DAY

April 23-25
MEN’S RETREAT

Find out more about 
these events and to 

register at 
Riversidelbc.org

Mothers of Preschoolers: 
Are you a mom of young 
children & want to connect 
with other moms? Join us 
for MOPs and meet other 
women who are in the 
same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson 
at anjknutson@gmail.com 
or 719-351-6899.

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

Thursdays 6:30-8 P.M. at Harvest E-Free. Celebrate 
Recovery is a biblical and balanced program that 
helps us overcome our hurts, hang-ups, and habits. It 
is based on the actual words and teachings of Jesus. 
Questions? Contact Pastor Steve Frykholm 
(steve@harvestefree.org).

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
                                         Calling all moms! Whether you 
                                      are a soon-to-be mom, first time 
                                      mom or seventh time mom, you 
                                      are welcome here! Whether you 
                                  are an adoptive mom, foster mom, 
                            young mom, seasoned mom, or any 
other type of mom, you are welcome here! We would 
love to have you at our monthly MOPS meetings. 

We typically meet every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the 
month except during the winter months when we just 
meet on the 2nd Thursday. Our first meeting will be 
Thursday, September 9th at 9:30 am at Harvest 
E-Free Church in Story City. The theme for this year 
is All Your Love! We have some great things planned 
for this year. Childcare is provided for those children 
0-5 years of age. 

If you would like more information, feel free to 
contact Melia Slinger at melia.slinger@gmail.com or 
515-310-2851.

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
https://www.riversidelbc.org/
mailto:anjknutson@gmail.com
mailto:steve@harvestefree.org


2021 Events

April 10
SPRING BLAST

April 17
SPRING WORK DAY

April 23-25
MEN’S RETREAT

Find out more about 
these events and to 

register at 
Riversidelbc.org

Mothers of Preschoolers: 
Are you a mom of young 
children & want to connect 
with other moms? Join us 
for MOPs and meet other 
women who are in the 
same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson 
at anjknutson@gmail.com 
or 719-351-6899.

              Little Free

           Pantry

The RS Ministerial Association’s 
Little Free Pantry is located at 
510 Pennsylvania in Story City 
for anyone that needs to take 
food and for those who would 
like to give food to help others 
in need! Find out more about 
the Little Free Pantry movement 
at littlefreepantry.org.

Norsemen Food Pantry

Located at the RS Middle School 
in Roland

Open Every Sunday 
from 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Appointments not necessary. 
Call the Roland-Story Middle 
School for questions or to 
donate: (515) 388-4348.

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

https://www.riversidelbc.org/
mailto:anjknutson@gmail.com
http://www.littlefreepantry.org


OUR VISION
To see our city strengthened and transformed 
by serving and blessing one another with no 

strings attached in the name of Christ.

OUR MISSION
To act as the hands and feet of Jesus as we 

identify and fulfill the needs of our city’s people 
and organizations.

OUR WORK
We work to identify needs within the 

Roland-Story School District, to connect those 
needs with compassion and resources, and to 

build relationships with those in our community 
who need them the most.

MEETING NEEDS WITH 
COMPASSION IN THE 
ROLAND AND STORY 

CITY AREAS

Whether you need help 
directly or you would like to 
help--you can submit your 
needs and support and find 
out more about what we’re 
doing at R-S CityServe on 
Facebook and online at 
http://rscityserve.org/. 

Help us bless others and 
show God’s love in action!

RScityserve UPDATE 
and WINTER GEAR DRIVE

RScityserve has had a great fall! We’re prepping our building space for 
use as a clothing closet, youth space, and more! We have a group of high 
school students doing some work there for their J-Term project, and 
we’re looking forward to being able to hold in-person events, activities, 
and community outreach in 2021.

We are currently running a WINTER GEAR DONATION DRIVE through 
mid-January! Immanuel is a drop-off site when the office is open 
(mornings from 9-Noon or Sunday mornings), and we are collecting new 
or gently used coats, boots, gloves, mittens, hats, and scarves.  Please 
check your closets and basements to see if you can contribute!

Finally, we have a few needs going into 2021. First, we’re working on 
incorporating as a non-profit with Iowa and the Federal Government. 
This can be an expensive process, so we ask you to consider if you might 
be called to help us meet that need! We’re also looking for a new or good 
condition washer and dryer that we can get set-up in our building to 
process clothing donations.   If you know of a way to help there, let us 
know!

As always, if you have needs, or if you want to help meet needs, please 
contact us through our website (rscityserve.org), our Facebook page via 
Messenger, or by emailing rscityserve@gmail.com.

Norsemen Food Pantry

Located at the RS Middle School 
in Roland

Open Every Sunday 
from 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Appointments not necessary. 
Families are to bring bags, 
boxes or laundry baskets to 
carry food home (some boxes 
will be available). Call the 
Roland-Story Middle School for 
questions or to donate: (515) 
388-4348.

                   Little Free

                Pantry

                                     The RS Ministerial  
                                    Association’s Little  
                                    Free Pantry is 
                                    located at 510 
Pennsylvania in Story City for any-
one that needs to take food and for 
those who would like to give food to 
help others in need! Find out more 
about the Little Free Pantry movement 
at littlefreepantry.org.

http://rscityserve.org/
http://rscityserve.org/
mailto:rscityserve@gmail.com
http://www.littlefreepantry.org


CHURCH STAFF Milianna Carlson Office Secretary
office@immanuelstorycity.org

Carol Lake Financial Secretary
accounting@immanuelstorycity.org

Church Council
council@immanuelstorycity.org

Jeff Baker Custodian

Pastor Kurt Jensen
kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org

Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Allison Potratz Youth & Family Ministries
allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Chris Dahl Deployed Pastor to Riverside
chris@riversidelbc.org

SOCIAL MEDIA

      Facebook
        ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity

YouTube
 Immanuel Lutheran Story City

  Apple Podcasts
  Immanuel Lutheran Church,
  Story City, IA

ONLINE SERVICES

Watch worship services LIVE on Facebook, view/listen to archived 
messages on our website, iTunes podcast, or YouTube channel.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Story City, Iowa
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with Immanuel Lutheran Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI, 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

CONTACT
        604 Lafayette Avenue
        Story City, Iowa 50248

        515-733-4972
        515-733-4070 (fax)

        office@immanuelstorycity.org
        www.immanuelstorycity.org

        Church Office Hours:
        Monday - Friday: 9 A.M. - 12 P.M.

        Find our church calendar &    
        other resources on our website
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