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Sometimes it storms. 
The derecho that roared through Story County and 
continued eastward last month was quite the storm. 
For some communities, it took on the intensity of a 
Category 2 or 3 hurricane. Of course, no one had the 
warning that comes with a hurricane. Perhaps that is 
why so many stood at the windows recording the 
event on their phones. Had we all known it was     
going to be so powerful, the basement would have 
been preferred! 

Along with this event and many others comes a list 
of needs for any community. Sure, the immediate 
need of debris clean-up is the most prevalent, but 
for many, this storm’s wake will be felt for months 
to come.  

Similarly, the COVID-19 pandemic also caused a 
great disruption. It became clear early on this March 
and April that there were many needs in our area 
that were not being voiced. We had people at each 
church of the ministerial association that wanted to 
help, and we as pastors had no idea where to send 
the help or support. 

Out of this reality, and out of the growing disconnect 
between the Western Church and the Western     
Culture, a new ministry paradigm was birthed. Why 
couldn’t we have ongoing work projects? Why 
couldn’t we better discern the needs of or communi-
ties, schools, businesses, and residents? Why could-
n’t the churches offer more than just monetary    
support? Why couldn’t we build better relationships 
with those who are not in the church and who may 
never be?      

Continued on page 2 
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Continued from page 1 
 

The answer is: We can do all these things 
through Christ, who strengthens us.  
 
RScityserve is a ministry made up of families in 
the Roland and Story City areas (from multiple 
churches) who have a passion for hands-on 
work. We want to better know our community’s 
needs. We want to help those who are hurting. 
We want to empower churches to better con-
nect outside of the church building. RScityserve 
is a ministry bigger than any one church, and 
the heart is to meet the needs of our communi-
ties with compassion. We want to bless others 
with no strings attached and build relational 
credibility through our actions. 
 
In the wake of the storms, RScityserve was able 
to mobilize along with area churches and organ-
izations to serve around 1300 meals in Roland. 
We are also coordinating continued brush       
removal in Story City from non-city-owned 
trees. As the initial clean-up concludes, we will 
be working hard to find the ongoing needs that 
a week of clean-up cannot meet. 
 
We have also been blessed with a building to 
use for ministry. We will have a “neutral space” 
to do events, youth ministry, classes, concerts, 
and any other dream that God may call to light. 
We hope to share more details about this in the 
coming month! 
 
In the early days of this new ministry,           
RScityserve needs prayers for discernment and 
Spirit-led work. There are a hundred dreams we 
could pursue, but we want to pursue only what 
God wants for this season. RScityserve will also 
have other needs for items, workers, and        
finances. Our hope is to furnish the building 
space, to keep the work projects flowing, and   
to fund projects, events, and 501c3 formation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is an exciting time. God often uses derecho-
sized events for good. We believe that God is 
doing something powerful in our midst to wake 
up the church, bless our communities, and 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ. If you 
would like to partner with this ministry in pray-
er, time, and resources, we welcome your part-
nership! Please consider how God may be call-
ing you to partner, and contact Pastor Andrew 
when you are ready!  
 
You can find out more about this ministry at   
facebook.com/RScityserve or RScityserve.org. 
 

 
Pastor Andrew 



3 

 

September 2020   Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Sun Mon Tue Wed T hu Fri Sat 

  1 
9 A.M. Staff Meeting 

2 
6 P.M. EPIC 

3 4 5 
8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel 

6 Communion Sunday 
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast 
(KASI 1430 AM) 
8:00/10:30 A.M. Worship 

7  
Labor Day 

Office Closed 

8 
9 A.M. Staff Meeting 

9 
6 P.M. EPIC—Out Night 

10 
6:30 P.M. Trustees 
7:00 P.M. Deacons 
8:15 P.M. Council 

11 12 
8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel 
10 A.M. Social Hall 
Reserved 

13 
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast 
(KASI 1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Worship 
9:30 A.M. Adult Education 
10:45 A.M. Worship 

14 15 
9 A.M. Staff Meeting 
2 P.M. Women’s 
Monthly Bible Study 
7 P.M. Social Hall 
Reserved 

16 
6 P.M. EPIC 

17 18 19 
8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel 

20 Newsletter Deadline 
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast 
(KASI 1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Worship 
9:30 A.M. Adult Education 
10:45 A.M. Worship 

21 22 
9 A.M. Staff Meeting 

23 
6 P.M. EPIC 

24 25 26 
7:30 A.M. Heart to 
Heart Women’s 
Fellowship 
8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel 

27 
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast 
(KASI 1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Worship 
9:30 A.M. Adult Education 
10:45 A.M. Worship 

28 29 
9 A.M. Staff Meeting 

30 
6 P.M. EPIC Leader’s 
Night 
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Five Ways to Make the 
Most of Your Will 

Did you know that 80% of people give to charity 
in their lifetime but only 8% include a charity in 
their wills? A bequest to Immanuel Lutheran 
Church Endowment Fund in your will is a final 
testament to your faith. In order for your assets 
to be distributed properly, here are five ways to 
make the most of your will: 
 

1. Give to Immanuel Lutheran Church                         

Endowment Fund.  

2. Take advantage of the flexibility that a will can offer.  

3. Prepare a Christian Preamble to your will.                    

A Christian Preamble is a way for you to begin 

your will or trust with a simple, personal state-

ment of faith. It is a lasting opportunity to pro-

claim your love of the Lord to family and friends. 

4. Discuss your estate plan with your family.  

5. Consult with a legal professional.  
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https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/week1-generosity/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/week2-sabbath-rest/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/week5-water-of-life/
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September Birthdays 
 7-Laura McIlrath 

 9-Josie Reifschneider 

14-Meredith Mullenbach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to be part of the Children’s Ministry 
at Immanuel, we have some opportunities for you! 

We are in need of Sunday School teachers and 
substitutes. We need teachers for the following 
grade levels: 2nd (7 students), 4th(8 students), &       
5 – 6th Grades (10 students). We have some really 
great youth to work with and the curriculum we 
use is easy to follow. Please consider teaching with 
your spouse or a friend. Please contact Jaynee at 
jlchristian@hotmail.com or 515-460-6555.  

  Senior Send-Off 

The Immanuel Board of Education/Sunday School     
      and the Youth Board delivered Hurts Donuts  
      and a copy of the book Let the Journey Begin  
              by Max Lucado to each graduating senior.  
         Those graduating were: Josie Concannon, 
Dylan Ihle, Amy Rathmacher, Kaia Skaar, Delaney 
Sorem, and Tyler Thompson. We wish them all 
much happiness and many blessings in their      
future. Please keep them all in your prayers as 
they each enter a new chapter in their lives.  

  

Second Grade Bibles 

Our current Second Grade students will receive 
an engraved Faith Alive Bible as a gift from the 
Immanuel Congregation on Sunday, September 
13 during Worship.  Those receiving Bibles this 
year are: Evan Baker, Elsey Haberl, Zach Hanson, 
Meredith Mullenbach, Haidyn Oberender, Anna-
belle Potratz and Luke Winecoff.  More infor-
mation will be sent to these students and their 
families in the near future.  
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Back Pack Blessings 

On Sunday, August 23, all students were encouraged to have their school back 
pack with them during worship, whether in person, or online. As their parents 
laid their hands upon their children, Allison asked the Lord to bless the 
backpacks and school supplies and the children who will use them. We want 
these children of God and their parents to know that they are loved and sup-
ported by our community and congregation throughout the year. We also want 
to bless all the educators as they begin a new year.  We pray for their guidance 
and well- being during these uncertain times. 

VBS 2020 

To celebrate the end of a great week of online VBS, we held a drive-by 
ice cream party. Many of the children brought along their craft projects 
to share. We enjoyed seeing their smiling faces! We thought you might 
enjoy some of the pictures! Again, we want to thank Allison, Andrew, 
Chris and Kelly for the awesome week! 
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 Here at Immanuel we are ready to launch our EPIC 
 youth ministry program for 5th-9th grade students 
 for the 2020-2021 school year! We have been  
 praying and discerning how to best prepare for youth 
 work when things have been in question about what 
 the upcoming school experience will look like, but   
 after much discussion with our EPIC team, parents, 
 and students, we are happy to get things going this fall 

for EPIC. Whether students are from Immanuel or not, all are welcome to join us on Wednesday nights. 
 

Our program this year will follow a similar structure to what was implemented last year when we 
launched EPIC. All students will be offered a pizza meal each week beginning at 6 P.M. in the Social 
Hall, worship together as a large group in the sanctuary, and spend the remainder of the evening in 
small groups. Our 5th graders will be learning about their God-given identity!  Entering middle school 
can be a season where we are influenced in many healthy and unhealthy ways. In the midst of it all, 
we want to learn to view ourselves as Jesus views us:  as beloved children of God! Our 6th-8th grad-
ers will be studying the New Testament based on The Story curriculum. Our current 9th graders who 
were unable to finish confirmation last year will join us on Wednesday evenings for meals, worship, 
and confirmation classes. They will be confirmed on Reformation Sunday, October 25th!   
 
Our student ministries will follow much of the same guidelines for safety that both Immanuel and 
the R-S School District are encouraging for the school year. Here’s what that will look like:  
 
As much as possible we will plan to have EPIC in person as usual on Wednesday evenings. The big-
gest change this year will be using larger spaces for students to spread out during meals, large 
group, and small group gatherings. We will do our best to space our chairs and allow for proper so-
cial distancing between students and teachers. We plan to continue offering a pizza meal each 
week, served by gloved and masked parents, but will refrain from any home-prepped meals for 
now. If schools have to switch to a hybrid model, our team will consider doing EPIC with increased 
distancing and possibly not serve the pizza meal. If schools go to “virtual only,” we will likely pre-
produce large group messages and have each small group meet weekly on Zoom so that our rela-
tionships can continue.   
 

In all scenarios, we encourage good hygiene, masks, and students to be mindful of how their actions 
may affect those around them at any given time. We will have hand sanitizer and disposable masks 
available if anyone needs them. We also encourage families to be diligent in recognizing potential 
COVID-19 symptoms and keeping students home as needed. We understand this will be a reality for 
some time, and we plan to be as flexible as possible when it comes to working with students who 
need to stay home for a time. Together, we can keep this encouraging ministry going!   
 

Parents and Students: August 26th was our orientation night where we updated you on further plans and 
gave you an opportunity to fill out sign up forms. Sign up forms can be found on our website as well!   
 

Church Members: please prayerfully consider donating to our youth fund to help pay for meals and 
other materials.   
 
Please contact Pastor Andrew if you have any questions. We look forward to this year and we pray 
that it will be smooth, fun, and encouraging! 
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Financial Report – June 2020 

Fund Beginning Balance Receipts  Expenditures Ending Balance 

Current & Mission Fund 72,151.93 18,441.09 29,470.11 61,122.91 

Improvement Fund 62,124.94 4,500.00 5,239.35 61,385.59 

Missionary Support Fund 5,725.17 1,745.00 1,875.00 5,595.17 

Memorial Fund 5,305.06 0.00 0.00 5,305.06 

Ministry Fund 3,614.47 30.00 0.00 3,644.47 

Church Financials  

Joint Council (in-person and by Zoom) 
· President John Rathmacher called the meeting 
to order. 
· Opening prayer: Grant Severson. 
· Discussion of Canoeing the Mountains on the 
DNA of our church. 
· Discussed the monthly Treasurer’s report by Al 
Hermanson. 
· Report of Boards. 
· Old Business: Livestreaming equipment ready in 
the sanctuary; indoor worship starting July 19 at 
8:00 and 10:30. 
· New Business: communicating Immanuel’s     
financial need. 
· Next meeting: August 13 (in person & Zoom; 
later rescheduled to Aug 20) 
  
Board of Education—July 8 
· VBS held online June 22-25 with at-home craft 
kits: Anchored theme; Thursday night drive-up 
ice cream! 
· Planning 2020-21 Sunday School and Backpack 
Blessing. 
· No After School Adventure this fall. 
· Next meeting: TBD 
 

Youth Board (did not meet) 
 
Deacons—July 7 in person & Zoom 
· R-S City Serve projects and meals to be held July 
9-11 with LifeLight. 
· Guidelines in place for resuming in-person    
worship. 
· Virtual Mission Trip to Haiti with Lifeline Chris-
tian Mission Aug 16-22. 
· Continued discussing next steps for small group 
ministry. 
· Next meeting: August 12 (in person & Zoom; 
later rescheduled to Aug 13) 
 
Trustees—July 7 
· Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian 
· Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report. 
· Project Updates: Bell towers’ lower level and 
new narthex reroofed; tuckpointing, patio, and 
other projects waiting for contractors’ schedules. 
· Network upgrade and other livestreaming 
equipment installed. 
· Next meeting: August 13 (later rescheduled to 
August 20) 

Summary of July 9, 2020 Immanuel Council Meeting 
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Financial Report – July 2020 

Fund Beginning Balance Receipts  Expenditures Ending Balance 

Current & Mission Fund 61,122.91 31,975.73 25,794.51 67,304.13 

Improvement Fund 61,385.59 4,235.00 28,268.72 37,351.87 

Missionary Support Fund 5,595.17 1,800.00 2,000.00 5,395.17 

Memorial Fund 5,305.06 0.00 3,643.37 1,661.69 

Ministry Fund 3,644.47 30.00 1,723.32 1,951.15 

Church Financials  

Joint Council (in-person and by Zoom) 
· President John Rathmacher called the meeting 
to order. 
· Opening prayer: Jaynee Christian. 
· Visioning discussion highlighting things we have 
improved and other areas that are vital to        
address. 
· Al Hermanson presented the monthly Treasur-
er’s report. 
· Report of Boards. 
· Aug 23 9:30 worship outdoors or online only, 
depending on weather; moving worship times to 
8:30 and 10:45 on Sept 13 
· RScityserve has been given the use of a building 
close to downtown. 
·  Next meeting: September 10 (in person & 
Zoom) 
  
Board of Education—August 20 
· Backpack Blessing to be held August 23 during 
9:30 outdoor worship. 
· Sunday School at home September 13, 20, 27; 
details being planned; survey to go out to        
parents. 
· No After School Adventure this fall. 
· Next meeting: TBD 

Youth Board (did not meet) 
·  EPIC orientation Aug 26 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Deacons—August 19 in person & Zoom 
· August 16 Carl & Kelsey Grulke (Lutheran Bible 
Translators in Botswana)  
· RScityserve provided meals in Roland August 11
-14 after storm. RScityserve.org website and     
Facebook page launched. 
· Virtual Mission Trip to Haiti with Lifeline Chris-
tian Mission Aug 16-22. 
· Continued discussing next steps for small group 
ministry. 
· Next meeting: September 10 (in person & 
Zoom) 
 
Trustees—August 20 
· Opening Prayer – Pastor Andrew 
· Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report. 
· Project Updates: roof repairs held through the 
storm; ceiling tile repair planned; tuckpointing, 
patio, and other projects waiting for contractors’ 
schedules. 
· Livestreaming of worship going well. 
· Next meeting: September 10 

Summary of August 20, 2020 Immanuel Council Meeting 

http://www.rscityserve.org
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Church Library 

 

READ. Study. learn. 

                   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 

 

   “Why are you downcast, O my soul? 
 Why so disturbed within me? 
 Put your hope in God, for I will 
 yet praise him, My Savior and my God.” 
    -Psalm 42:5 
 
Although it may seem like we have been given 
a number of reasons for our souls to be 
downcast lately, we know that God has planted 
an eternal seed of hope in our hearts and He 
will see that it is nourished and grows. As we 
begin our fall activities let us be filled with the 
hope and assurance of God’s presence in all 
that we do. 
 
If you haven’t been in the library in awhile, you 
will find that many new books have been 
added during the spring and summer months, 
so there is much to choose from. This month 
we have added these new books: 
 
No One Ever Asked, by Katie Ganshert. In her 
notes at the end of the book the author writes, 
“A story is a powerful medium. It speaks to 
hearts in ways facts and articles cannot. 
Through it, we get to live someone else’s 
experience. We get to walk a mile in their 
shoes, which makes it the best possible 
breeding ground for empathy.” This well 
written novel will truly make you see and think 
about things in a different way. It is the story of 
three families, one African-American, living in a 
struggling town with a failing school system, 
one white, from an affluent neighborhood in 
the next town over with the best schools in the 

state, and one young couple who have just 
adopted a seven year old daughter from 
Liberia, doing their best to integrate their 
mixed race family. When the South Fork school 
loses its accreditation, students there are given 
the opportunity to be transferred to Crystal 
Ridge, but many parents there are up in arms 
about the kind of “trash” that will be invading 
their schools. As these three families struggle 
to work through this tense situation they come 
to realize that at heart, we all just want what is 
best for those we love. 
 
A Trail of Crumbs, A Novel of the Great 
Depression, by Susie Finkbeiner. This is a 
continuation of the story of the Spence family 
of rural Oklahoma that the author began in      
A Cup of Dust, A Novel of the Dust Bowl.      
The story is told by ten year old Pearl, and 
chronicles the family leaving behind their 
home in Oklahoma for a hopefully better life 
with relatives in Michigan. Times are tough all 
over though, and the Spences never imagined 
how much the life they left behind them would 
continue to affect them in their new home. 
Pearl finds the one thing she though she could 
always count on—her family—beginning to 
unravel. If you have ever wondered why those 
who lived through the Great Depression seem 
so affected by it yet today, you will want to 
read these books. 
 
NEW NONFICTION: 
 
I Didn’t Sign Up For This, Navigating Life’s 
Detours, by Aaron Sharp. Using examples and 
insights from the prophet Elijah’s life, the 
author offers timely advice and good reading 
for our present situation. 
 
Living With Purpose in a Worn-Out Body, 
Spiritual Encouragement for Older Adults, by 
Missy Buchanan. “...a big dose of authentic 
spiritual encouragement for frail elderly who 
struggle to find purpose at the end of their 
lives.” 
 
For those of you interested in home-schooling 
materials, there is a catalog out on the desk in 
the library for you to look at. We do ask that it 
stays in the library so all may use it. 
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          Direct Support Professionals Week 

             Do you know someone who is a caregiver to a loved one? It is a  
             role that is both demanding and meaningful. During September’s  
             National Direct Support Professionals Week, we celebrate all the  
             ways in which professional caregivers help children and adults 
achieve their goals and build meaningful lives, especially during the extra challenges surrounding 
COVID-19 this year.  
 
One way LSI empowers Iowans is through our Services for People with Disabilities. From 24-hour 
support to occasional respite care, the LSI team lifts up Iowans with disabilities as they find the con-
fidence and independence they need to thrive. In recent months, our DSPs have been dedicated to 
the people we are privileged to serve, adding extra safety measures to continue supporting individ-
uals in our 24-hour facilities and providing new activities to keep everyone entertained and busy 
when leaving the house was not safely an option.  

 
This high-quality care is possible because of you – thank you for lifting up your Iowa neighbors in 
times of crisis! If you would like to learn more about how you can support crucial programming like 
LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy 
and church relations, at 563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are Still Here: LSI’s Services  
for People with Disabilities    

 
LSI Team Leader Ada works at Harmony House 
in Muscatine, a 24/7 care facility provided 
through LSI’s Services for People with Disabili-
ties. The home provides consistent care to five 
Iowans with intensive disabilities and medical 
conditions. Ada and her team assist residents 
with most parts of their day, from movement 
around the home and hygiene routines to medi-
cations and meals.  

Because of COVID-19, the residents at Harmony 
House have not been able to safely see their 

families or participate in the volunteering or 
work they love, as some are able to do. But Ada 
and her team are there to offer a familiar face and 
structure when everything else feels uncertain. 
On days when clients feel scared or unsure, Ada 
and her team provide support and comfort.   

Throughout the pandemic, Ada and her team 
have worked long hours to ensure they follow 
additional safety precautions, protecting both 
themselves and the clients they serve.  

“We are an essential part of their daily life, re-
gardless of whatever storm lies in front of us. My 
work is needed for my clients to survive,” Ada 
says. “But they are essential to me and the other 
staff. They are the reason we do what we do.”  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to  
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. 

Learn more at www.LSIowa.org  
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.LSIowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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