
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“What I want is, not 
to possess a faith, but 
to have a faith that 

shall possess me.”  
 

-Charles Kingsley  
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What’s in a name?  
I’m sure you have all heard a long list of metaphors 
about Story City. It does, in fact, have a story to tell.  
Much of that story has been conserved and remem-
bered throughout the years - even as things change in 
the town and in Central Iowa.   
 

Immanuel also tells a story. The story of “God With Us”  
is intertwined with Story City’s heritage and history. I be-
lieve that the Good News of Jesus Christ is the greatest 
Story that this town has to offer. It’s a Story of broken-
ness, redemption, restoration, and unsurpassable joy.   
 

How can we continue this legacy? Passivity is not the  
answer. Nor is screaming louder than the next person. 
The answer lies in the example of Jesus. We love. We 
witness. We proclaim Light into the darkness. We contin-
ue to be intertwined into the fabric of Story City and the 
surrounding area. We as the congregation of Immanuel 
continue to be - and grow more to be - the best friend 
any Iowan town could dream of. This will undoubtedly 
require different approaches or focusses at different 
times, but it is worth it.  This is why God has placed us 
here at this time. 
 

My prayer is that when our city says “Immanuel,” that it 
truly means “God is With Us.”   
 

-Pastor Andrew 



Interested in participating in our worship services, or “behind 
the scenes”?  If you’ve served in the past, we’d appreciate you 
volunteering again! If you have certain months or duties in 
which you’d like to serve, please contact Shirley Frette 
(515.956.4324), the church office, or include on the tear-off 
panel in our weekly bulletin. 

September 2018  
Ministry Volunteers 

Ushers: Joel & Mary Danielson, Edgar & Jaynee Christian,  
Ron Kinyon, Merlin Wendt 

 September 2 
Communion Sunday 

September 9 
Rally Sunday 

 

Greeters Loren & Solvay Twedt Dennis & Karen Soderstrum  

Reader Shirley Frette Miriam Skartvedt  

Acolyte Gavin Carpenter Reece Martin  

 September 16 September 23 September 30 

Greeters Marge Michaelson John & Linda Narigon Merlin & Clara Wendt 

Reader Linda Narigon Jaynee Christian Clara Wendt 

Acolyte Ava Nolte Tegan Oliver Allison Schrader 

Funeral Committee 

Sue Trampel, Claudia Fuhrman 
 

Banners & Paraments 

Cathy Kammin-Braathun 
 

Communion Preparation 

Ardella Mostrom, Marilyn Whipple 
 

Communion Assistants 

Shirley Frette, John Nordeen 
 

Communion Helpers 

Jana Isebrands, Jillian Concannon 
 

Sound Engineers 
TBD 

Secretary Helpers 
(Bulletins are ready to fold at 10 A.M. on Fridays) 

Sept. 7 Janet Handsaker 

Sept. 14 
Nadine Beck 
Ruby Olson 

Sept. 21 
Ardella Mostrom 
Marilyn Whipple 

Sept. 28 
Leah Oppedal 

Marjorie Michaelson 

Substitutes: Sara Anderson, Jerry Greenfield, 
Berniece Voga 



View from the Pews  

Financial Report – July 2018 

Fund Beginning Balance Receipts  Expenditures  Ending Balance 

Current & Mission Fund  81,922.38 28,832.93 20,763.81 89,991.50 

Improvement Fund  35,902.16 2,050.00 0.00 37,952.16 

Missionary Support Fund 3,907.52 380.00 3,416.67 870.85 

Memorial Fund  10,815.03 465.00 0.00 11,280.03 

Ministry Fund  4,414.13 0.00 100.00 4,314.13 

Pastoral Acts  

June & July 2018 Attendance: 
 

June 3: 211   July 1: 176 

June 10: 161  July 8: 142 

June 17: 136  July 15: 150 

June 24: 130  July 22: 143 

       July 29: 151 
 

Average Sunday Attendance (June): 160 
Average Sunday Attendance (July): 152 

Church Financials  

 

July 10 
Funeral Service for  

Donna Kammin 
 

August 25 
Celebration of Life Service  

for Garry Waline 
 

August 31 
Funeral Service for  

Myrle Shaw 

Financial Report – June 2018 

Fund Beginning Balance Receipts  Expenditures  Ending Balance 

Current & Mission Fund  81,989.79 24,422.22 24,489.63 81,922.38 

Improvement Fund  34,452.16 1,450.00 0.00 35,902.16 

Missionary Support Fund 3,507.52 400.00 0.00 3,907.52 

Memorial Fund  10,465.03 350.00 0.00 10,815.03 

Ministry Fund  4,414.13 0.00 0.00 4,414.13 



Summary of July 12, 2018 Council Meetings  
Joint Council 
•  President Steve Olson called meeting to order. 
•  Devotions shared by Tyler Oberender. 
•  Edgar Christian gave the monthly treasurer’s      
report for Denny Bauman.  

•  Report of Boards. 
•  Discussed arrival of Pastor Andrew Potratz, who 
was called at the July 1 special congregational 
meeting. 

•  Next meeting: August 9 
 

Trustees—July 12 
• Approved bills and Treasurer’s report. 
• Contracts for lawn care, pest control, and snow 
removal to be reviewed annually. 

• Project Updates: Tree removal projects planned. 
Education wing windows under warranty will be 
replaced along with the restroom windows. Patio 
project continues with a review of drainage and 
design. Wireless camera security system to be 
installed at front door.   

• Other Items: Parsonage renters notified about 
incoming pastor; their lease ends Aug 14.          
Parsonage updates tabled until Potratzes arrive. 
Reviewed draft brochure for special gifts and   
memorials. 

• Next meeting: Aug 9 

Deacons—July 12 
• Reviewed summer services & visitation ministry. 
• Looking for new Senior Choir director. 
• Discussed Confirmation ministry, Zearing Health 
Care Center worship, Adult education series,     
Alpha Classes and small groups for fall. 

• Next meeting: Aug 9 
 

Board of Education—July 10 
• Reviewed Day Camp 
• Discussed fall Sunday School plans 
• Discussed ways to welcome Pastor Potratz & family. 
• Next meeting: TBD 
 

Youth Board—July 8  
• Discussed additional youth board members.  
• Planned Fall Kickoff Kickball Tournament for Sept 
9 @ 1 pm - Rally Sunday. 

• Discussed LifeLight Festival & bottled water booth. 
• Discussed options for confirmation and youth 
group meetings.  

• Planned pool party at Riverside Bible Camp for 
Aug. 19 to celebrate arrival of Pastor Andrew   
Potratz and family. 

•Next meeting: TBD.  

Summary of August 9, 2018 Council Meetings  
Joint Council 
•  President Steve Olson called meeting to order. 
•  Devotions shared by Sue Uthe. 
•  Denny Bauman gave monthly treasurer’s  
report.  
•  Report of Boards. 
•  Discussed arrival and ways to welcome Pastor   
Andrew Potratz and his family. 

•  Plans to celebrate Susan Amensen’s 43 years as 
Senior Choir director on August 26; new director  

being sought; Marian Olive serving in interim. 
•  Next meeting: September 13 
 

Trustees—August 9 
• Approved bills and Treasurer’s report. 
• Project Updates: Tree removal projects planned. 
Education wing window repair and replacement 
and air exchanger installation by winter; sanctuary 
interior repair to be done after two small flat roofs 
are replaced; estimates sought for patio project.  



• Front door camera installed.  
• Looking into new water fountains and replacing 
AED; approved new microphones. 

• Other Items: college scholarship renewal             
approved; sanctuary and entrance light bulbs; 
discussed computer replacement schedule. 

• Next meeting: September 13 
 

Deacons—August 9 
• Reviewed summer services & visitation ministry. 
• Looking for new Senior Choir director. 
• Discussed Confirmation ministry, Zearing Health 
Care Center worship, Adult education series,    
Alpha Classes and small groups for fall. 

• Small group leader huddle on September 8 at 
8:30 a.m. 

• Next meeting: Aug 9 
 

Board of Education—August 7 
• Discussed plans for Sept 9 Rally Sunday (Tailgate 
Theme) and Sunday School, including rotation 

and music. 
• Fall mission project: M&M tubes for Story City 
Hunger Fight. 

• Planned teacher orientation for 8:30 a.m. on   
Sunday, August 26. 

• Next meeting: TBD 
 

Youth Board—August 5  
• Patty Rathmacher has agreed to join the Youth 
Board. 

• Planning to use Youth Alpha for the beginning of 
Confirmation this year to dovetail with adult      
Alpha class. Discussed options for the rest of the 
Confirmation year, Faith Playbook event, and 
Manage Your Money.  

• Pool party at Riverside on August 19 to celebrate 
arrival of Pastor Andrew Potratz and family; 
Youth Group Kickball Kickoff on Rally Sunday at 
1:00. 

• Next meeting: TBD.  

If you have an emergency need for  
a pastor outside of office hours, please  
call the church office (733.4972). An 
emergency number is listed on the 
machine. 
 
 

Weekly Announcements for our 
bulletin, Sunday PowerPoints and/or 
emails are due on Thursdays. Items 
received after noon on Thursdays are 
not guaranteed publication. Please plan 
accordingly.  



 

Meet Pastor Andrew Potratz,  
our new Associate Pastor! 



Brad & Julie Skaar 

David & Carol Ann Morris 

Jonathan & Kaylin Contag 

Terry & Linda Thompson 

Duane & Shirley Wheeler 

A.J. & Amber Christian 

Brandon & Tammy Hansen 

Mike Anderson, Merle Frette, Sue Uthe 

Ben Haberl, Kyle Nordeen, Rachel Wilkinson 

Sue Valen, Holly Van Winkle 

Gloria Hill 

Laura McIlrath, Mary Mechaelsen 

Bill Joslin, Jackie Skaar 

Sandy Hunt, Josie Reifschneider 

Chris Ihle 

Jessica Reinert 

Meredith Mullenbach 

Asher Whipple 

Kim Mathison, Gene Reinert 

Mike Hill 

Becky Amundson, Sarah Gelner 

Greg Jacobson, Laura Nolte, Diane Penning, Evan Skartvedt 

Terry Rasmusson 

Kay Billings, Kari Matheason 

Paul Gallagher 

Elly Thompson, Berniece Voga 

Dallas Kray, Bob Severson 

Kase Reifschneider 

Kent Nicholson 

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed?  
Contact the church office or write down your  

information on the tear-off panel in the bulletin! 



Bulletin Sponsorship: Contact the 
church office to sponsor a bulletin 
($20) in honor or memory of loved 
ones, birthdays, anniversaries, & 

other milestones. 

Check the narthex 
bulletin board for 
upcoming events! 

Church Bulletin Board  

Church & Community Announcements  



Find out more at  
immanuelstorycity.org/grow/alpha 
 
Contact Kelly Dahl, Mary Danielson, 
or the church office to sign up! 

Help Wanted! Applicants must be able to read   

and enjoy friendly people. Must be available for an 

hour on Wednesdays and Sundays. Should be high 

school age or above, can be way above! No heavy 

lifting required, just lift your heart with song. 

Salary is fulfilled by the Holy Spirit. All positions 

open: Bass, Tenor, Alto and Soprano. Apply simply 

by appearing at Choir rehearsal at 7:15pm in the 

Immanuel Sanctuary starting on September 5, or 

any Wednesday following! Come join our choir 

family. Best benefits anywhere. 



Art of Parenting 
(Chapel) 

Led by Pastor Kurt 

The Gospel of John 
(Social Hall) 

Led by John Rathmacher 



 8:30 A.M. 
• The Kingdom Kids (3 year olds – First Grade)  will 

begin in the music room.  Nicole will have a short 
opening with singing.   

 

• Young Disciples (2nd – 7th grades) will begin in their 
designated classrooms at 8:30 where they will 
meet their teachers. 

 

• Students in grades 8 – 12 will meet in the Youth 
Room for a short informational meeting. 

 
8:40 A.M. 

Students will join parents/families at the grassy  
area in the back yard of the parsonage for an  

opening prayer. 
 

8:50 A.M.  Games and fun begins! 
 

9:20 A.M. Dismiss for worship service. 
 

9:30 a.m.  Worship Service:  Second grade students 
will receive their Faith Alive Bibles. 

Come help “kick off’ the  
new Sunday School year on 

Sunday, September 9.   
All Sunday School students  

(3 year old – 12 th Grade) and 
parents/families are welcome 
and encouraged to join us in 
playing fun games during the 

Sunday School time.   
Wear your favorite team shirt. 

 

JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS:   

WEAR YOUR FOOTBALL, CROSS 
COUNTRY, VOLLEYBALL JERSEY 

OR CHEERLEADING OUTFIT. 

Following the worship service,  
everyone is welcome to join us at  

the “concession stand” for hotdogs, 
chips, cookies and drinks!  Games will 
be available to play in the green area 

until 12:00. 
 

In case of rain, activities will be 
moved inside and you will be  

directed where to go. 

Let the field be joyful and all that is in it.  Psalm 96:12 

Schedule  
***Parents—after you drop your child/children off,  

please proceed to grassy area in back yard of parsonage.   
The teachers will bring children out for opening prayer.**** 



You can register for Sunday 
School on Immanuel’s  

website, in the church office, 
or contact Jaynee Christian.  
Registration will be available 

in each classroom on  
Rally Sunday. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHANGES 
 

During the 2018 – 2019 Sunday School year we are                
going to change things up a bit.   
  

• Kingdom Kids (3 year olds – 1st Grade) will remain the same. 
  

• Young Disciples will now include grade 2 – 7. 
  

• Grades 8 -12 will have some exciting changes and               
opportunities!  To better meet the needs of our older         
students involved with club ball, etc. on the weekends we     
are offering additional worship opportunities:    

Sunday Morning:  
 

+Students will have the option to help with the 
younger Sunday School classes when needed. 
 

+Small group “Chat Time”.   
 

Wednesday Evening: 
 

+Youth Alpha meets 6:15-7:45 P.M. on            
Wednesday nights, beginning Sept. 5 for all             
students grades 8-12; friends are welcome!          
Youth Alpha is a safe place to ask questions           
and explore faith and life together. 

Sunday School  
Board of Education 

 
Jaynee Christian 
      Sunday School Superintendent 
 

Jeff Baker 
 

Lisa McIlrath 
 

Ashlee Mullenbach 
 

Sue Uthe 





As a parent, you are the number 
one influence on your children in 
every area of their life. For many 
busy parents and stepparents, it is 
common to treat raising children 
and practicing your own faith as two 
separate parts of life, yet they can 
be beautifully intertwined.  
 

The best way to learn is from other 
parents who have applied timeless 
principles to the highs and lows of 
parenting. FamilyLife’s 8-session Art 
of Parenting does just that. It gives 
you a simple vision and creative 
ways to apply your faith with your 
children, so that you can make faith 
the core of your parenting.  
                           

         Sign up today! 



                    Heart to Heart Women  
                      at Immanuel 

 

            We would like to invite all women of  
            Immanuel to our second women’s  
            breakfast on Saturday, September 22 at  
            7:30am in the Social Hall.  Again sched- 
            uled early as to include as many women  
            as possible. We will meet for 1 hour. Our  
            goals are to enjoy a simple breakfast and  
            get to know and connect with each oth- 
            er on a deeper level as sisters in Christ.  

 

                                                                                              We look forward to hearing Kelly Dahl  
                                                                                              share her faith story this month. We are  
                                                                                              hoping that women will share faith sto- 
                                                                                              ries from all generations and this will en- 
                                                                                              courage all of us no matter what stage of  
                                                                                              life that we are in. We can grow and  
                                                                                              learn from each other in the good times  
                                                                                              and the difficult times as God carries us  
                                                                                              through them. If you feel led to share  
                                                                                              your faith story please let one of us  
                                                                                              know. We can arrange this to be done  
                                                                                              ahead of time via video tape if this is  
                                                                                              more comfortable for you. Everyone has  
                                                                                              a story and every one of them are value- 
                                                                                              ble! As we did before after we hear  
                                                                                              Kelly’s faith story we will have small  
                                                                                              group discussion on a few Bible verses  
                                                                                              and the opportunity to pray for each oth- 
                                                                                              er. Please consider this your invitation  
                                                                                              and feel free to invite others. Come as  
                                                                                              you are!  This is a casual relaxed event.  
 

                                                                                              Please call Shirley Frette 515-956-4324;  
                                                                                              Julie Thompson 515-291-0649; Patty  
                                                                                              Rathmacher 515-450-2944 or Sarah Gel- 
                                                                                              ner 515-291-4386  if you have any ques- 
                                                                                              tions or need a ride.  Please RSVP Sarah                       
                                                                                              with a phone call or text if you plan to  
                                                                                              attend and if you would like to provide  
                                                                                              any of the following:  Muffins, juice, fruit,  
                                                                                              yogurt or granola. Thanks! 





 
 
 
 
 

Direct Support Professionals Week 
 

Do you know someone who is a caregiver to a 
loved one? It is a role that is both demanding 
and meaningful. During September’s National 
Direct Support Professionals Week, we cele-
brate all the ways in which these professional 
caregivers help children and adults achieve 
their goals and build meaningful lives.  
 

One way LSI empowers Iowans is through our 
Services for People with Disabilities. From 24-
hour support to occasional respite care, the LSI 
team lifts up Iowans with disabilities as they 
find the confidence and independence they 
need to thrive in their communities.  
 

We thank you for your faithful support of LSI – 
you create so many new life-changing possibili-
ties for children, adults, and families! If you 
would like to learn more about how you can 
support crucial programming like LSI’s Services 
for People with Disabilities, please contact Deb 
Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and 
church relations, at 563-676-2065 or Debo-
rah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.  
 

Finding His Independence   
 

Logan and his mother, Michaela, didn’t know 
where to turn. Since Logan was 5 years old, he 
had moved in and out of hospitals and residen-
tial treatment centers across Iowa. For 13 years, 
Michaela tried to find the right approach to ad-
dress his behavioral needs. But nothing was 
working.  
 

That’s when the family learned about LSI’s Ser-
vices for People with Disabilities. Now 18, Logan 
is living independently in an apartment super-
vised 24/7 by his compassionate LSI team.  
Logan is now active in his community and de-
veloping healthy relationships with his friends. 
He graduated early from his high school and has 
become active at the gym and in a local bowling 
league – where his high score for a game is 210.  
Every step of the way, Michaela knows Logan’s 
LSI team will keep her informed about her son’s 
care and growth.  
 

“At LSI, they treat him like an individual and 
they know each person needs different care,” 
Michaela says. “It’s good knowing that I have 
constant communication with his team, and I 
know somebody is saying, ‘we hear you’.”   
 

 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds 
to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. We proudly serve people of all ages, abili-

ties, religions, sexes, gender identities, national 
origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. 

Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.LSIowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


Church  
Library 
Notes 

 

Read. Study. Learn. 

 

                 
  

                 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   

 How much time did you spend reading 
books last week? Researchers at the Yale 
School of Public Health analyzed 12 years of 
data and found that people who read books 
for at least 30 minutes a day for several 
years lived an average of two years longer 
than those that didn’t. Reading also 
increases your quality of life, adding 
enjoyment and delaying dementia. Stop in 
to the church library today and get started 
reading! 
 

 New on our shelves this month is the 
book All My Belongings by Cynthia Ruchti. 
After turning in her father for the mercy 
killing of her ill mother, Jayne Dennagee 
changes her name to Becca Morrow and 
moves half way across the country in an 
effort to escape her past. At the suggestion 
of her longtime mentor and friend Geneva, 
Becca suspends her nursing studies and goes 
to California to care for Geneva’s terminally 
ill sister, Aurelia. Although determined to 
put her past behind her, Becca finds it 
difficult living a life of deception, especially 
when working so closely with Aurelia’s son 
Isaac, a successful young businessman with 
lots of questions. As she struggles with 
finding and accepting God’s forgiveness and 
grace for herself, she is asked to extend 
those very same things to her father, now 
dying himself and in need of her care. This 

story has a surprising but very satisfying 
ending. 
 

 His Risk by Shelley Shepard Gray is from 
the “Amish of Hart County” series. As a 
young teenager Calvin Fisher left his Amish 
community to join the Englisha world, but 
when his brother becomes ill, he knows he 
can’t turn his back on the only person whom 
he truly considers family. Returning home is 
risky though, as his life as an Enlglisha 
involves some less than reputable characters 
who are bound to keep close tabs on him. 
His life becomes even more complicated 
when he meets and develops feelings for the 
young Amish pre-school teacher who is his 
brother’s neighbor. Eventually Calvin realizes 
this is a predicament only God can fix. Watch 
for additional books in this series in the 
coming months. 
 
 If you have read the first two books in 
Jerry Eicher’s Fields of Home series (Missing 
Your Smile and Following Your Heart) you 
will certainly want to read the third book, 
Where Love Grows. This is Susan Hostetler’s 
story. She has been to the big city to 
experience the Englisha world and has 
returned home with her unwed, pregnant 
friend Teresa in tow. Teresa’s desire to give 
her son a better life leads her to a true 
commitment to the Amish faith and the 
blessing of love and marriage and a real 
family for little Samuel. Now Susan must 
decide if she will take her baptismal vows 
and stay in her Amish community or return 
to the friends she had made in the outside 
world. Two young men with very different 
approaches to courting her vie for her 
affection, but is that enough to keep her 
home? Only God knows the path she will 
follow. 



 

    

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (1430 AM) 
8 A.M. Prayer Time (Room #5) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education 
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9 A.M.-3 P.M. (12-1 Lunch) 
Friday 9 A.M. to noon 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 

1 P.M. 
McDermott 
Retirement Party 
at Riverside 

2  Communion Sunday 
 

10:30 A.M. Alpha 
Training  

3  
Office Closed 

 
 

 

4 
 

9 A.M. Staff MTG 

5 
 

6 P.M. Alpha 
6:15 P.M. Pizza Supper 
for Trinity & Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Youth 

Alpha 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

6 7     
 

10 A.M. Bulletins  

8   
 

8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel 

9        Rally Sunday 
 

First day of  
Sunday School! 

 

1 P.M. Youth Kickball  

10 
 
 

11 
 
 

9 A.M. Staff MTG 
7 P.M. Social Hall     
reserved 

12 
 

6 P.M. Alpha 
6:15 P.M. Pizza Supper 
for Trinity & Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Youth 

Alpha 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

13 
 

9 A.M. Quilting Day 
6 P.M. Deacons 
6:30 P.M. Trustees 
8:15 P.M. Council 

14 
 

10 A.M. Bulletins  

15 
 

8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel 

16 
 

10:30 A.M. Holy 
Communion  
10:30 A.M. 3rd Sunday 
Potluck (Social Hall) 

17 
 

 

 

18 
 

9 A.M. Staff MTG 
2 P.M. Women’s 
Bible Study 
7 P.M. Social Hall 
Reserved 

19 
 

6 P.M. Alpha 
6:15 P.M. Pizza Supper 
for Trinity & Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Youth 

Alpha 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

20 
 

9:30 A.M. R-S 
Ministerial at Salem 
5 P.M. Social Hall 
reserved 

21  
Newsletter 
Deadline 

 

10 A.M. Bulletins  

22 
 

7:30 A.M. 
Women’s 
Breakfast  
8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel 

23 
 

 
 

24 
 

 

25 
 

9 A.M. Staff MTG 

26 
 

6 P.M. Alpha 
6:15 P.M. Pizza Supper 
for Trinity & Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Youth 

Alpha 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

27 
 

 

10 A.M. Newsletter 
Folding (Church 
Workroom) 

28 
 

10 A.M. Bulletins  

29 
 

8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel 

30 
 
 
 

First Day of Autumn 
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“Teach me, O LORD … give me understanding …” (Psalm 119:33-34). 
With a new school year underway, may we grow not only in 

knowledge and skills but in faith toward God and love for others.  
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Remembering 9/11 
 

Dear Lord, loving Creator of us all, we remember with great sadness those whose lives were taken on 
September 11, 2001. We hold up to you the victims’ families that they may know, despite their pain, 
that they can find solace in your loving presence. Help them bring their hurting hearts to you, realizing 
that your everlasting arms can bear them up and that they cannot be separated from your abiding love.  
 

Please assure us that even though we cannot understand such horrible deeds, you  
can bring good out of evil, justice out of injustice and righteousness out of  
unrighteousness.  
 

Therefore, confessing our human weaknesses, our grief and our struggles  
to make sense out of this world, we cry out with the psalmist: “Rise up, O LORD;  
O God, lift up your hand; do not forget the oppressed” (Psalm 10:12, NRSV).  
Strengthen our hearts, this day and every day. Amen.  


