
             

As a church, we are a few weeks into our fall series 
about the book of Acts. In the pages of this text, there 
are plenty of AMAZING Acts that we get to read about 
– all of them recorded to encourage believers and 
testify to God’s work in His people through the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

About 10 years ago, prior to my dad passing away, I 
remember having a conversation with him about 
theology – particularly around the Holy Spirit. My dad 
grew up in the conservative Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod (LCMS) and, like me, had very little 
shaping or teaching around the third Person of the 
Holy Trinity. As we drove on Lincoln Way, I remember 
(roughly) his words: “The Father is easy to picture and 
grasp, the Son is Jesus, whom we learn the most and 
can certainly picture, but the Holy Spirit is much 
harder to wrap our heads around.” My dad was right. 

For better or worse, we can all picture and point to 
earthly examples of a “father” - which shapes our idea 
of God the Father. Jesus is the easy one as the Savior 
has been depicted in film and art going back to the 
day of the early church.  And the Holy Spirit?  We have 
a dove, fire, and the sound of a rushing wind.  That is 
not a lot to go on in a world where Hollywood shapes 
culture far more than a rounded theology of the Holy 
Spirit, but I contend that the Holy Spirit WANTS to be 
known, understood, and visible in our lives!

Continued on page 2
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We’re updating the newsletter layout by revamping 
and adding articles to make our newsletters more 
informative and pleasing to read! You’ll find changes 
monthly as we adjust the design and content. Please 
be patient while we try new things, and let us know 
how we’re doing at office@immanuelstorycity.org. 
Thanks for reading The Immanuel Informer!

Immanuel’s In Person 
Worship Precautions 

at this time:

                     Face masks or coverings are 
                   required for our 8:30 A.M. 
worship service, as well as when you enter 
and exit the sanctuary during any of our 
services. Disposable and reusable masks 
are available as you enter the building.

                     Hand sanitizer is available in 
                   multiple areas of the church. 
                   We use a variety of cleaning 
                   supplies to disinfect pews, 
handles and railing in between services.

                      We are still observing “social 
                      distancing” in the narthex 
and in the sanctuary by rotating pews that 
are used for services. We ask that family 
groups space themselves apart from 
others. Though we don’t recommend 
hugging or hand-shaking at this time, we 
do encourage elbow bumps and air hugs!  

Our Mission
Building Strong Relationships in Christ,  

And Making Him Known to All.

 

Sundays
8:30 & 10:45 A.M.

Wednesdays during Lent
6:30 P.M.

The Immanuel Church Council is 
relaxing our COVID-19 worship 
protocol as we turn a new corner in 
this pandemic. Please take note 
that these guidelines and protocol 
may change as we continue to 
adapt. Thank you for your prayers, 
patience, and understanding as we 
make these decisions!

For In-Person Worship

See the plan on page 2!

We’re always looking for more 
members (of all ages!) to volunteer for 
worship, whether it’s behind the scenes 
or in front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or instrumental)
● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact Mary Mechaelsen or the 
church office if you’re interested in 
volunteering! We’d love to add you to 
our worship schedule!

Appreciate — and act

October is Pastor (or Clergy) Appreciation 
Month, reminding church members to thank 
their hardworking ministry leaders. But the 
people in the pews — though they might lack 
official church titles — also play important 
roles in doing God’s work.

In User Friendly Churches (Regal Books), 
researcher George Barna compares the 
behavior of people in growing vs. stagnant or 
declining churches. Members of growing 
churches actively participate in the church’s 
ministry. “They did not divorce their faith from 
their lifestyle; their faith was their lifestyle,” 
Barna writes. “They took seriously the 
classical Reformation doctrine of the 
priesthood of all believers.”

By contrast, laypeople in stagnant churches 
tend to observe rather than participate. “They 
perceived their role as being in the audience 
in the stands,” Barna notes, “nodding 
approvingly in efforts to demonstrate religious 
behavior as the clergy went through their 
paces.”

Appreciate your pastors, but then follow their 
example by living out your beliefs!

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


Continued from page 1
One of the most helpful words for my understanding of the Holy 
Spirit is “experience.”  The Holy Spirit is how we experience God’s 
presence.  The Holy Spirit is how we experience Salvation, Truth, 
Worship, and the fruit of Galatians 5.  In fact, our historical theology 
proclaims that we cannot be followers of Jesus without the work and 
experience of the Holy Spirit already present in our lives.  That 
means that if you have proclaimed Jesus as your Lord and Savior, 
and you mean it, then the Holy Spirit has already worked a miracle 
of grace in your life!  Without God’s Spirit, we could not mean those 
words.

The Holy Spirit works in big ways and small ways; visible ways and 
invisible; personal and communal; slowly and suddenly. Each way is 
Good.  Each way reflects the heart of the Father to love, forgive, and 
grow us in grace and truth.

The early church that we are studying in Acts looked for, 
acknowledged, and celebrated the Holy Spirit and His work.  They 
were hungry for it.  When they broke bread together (in the form 
of a community meal or in celebration of the Lord’s Supper) they 
expected to experience God’s presence. When they prayed for the 
sick, they expected to experience the Spirit’s power to heal. When 
encountering someone who was curious about Jesus, they expected 
the Holy Spirit to guide their words as well as the heart of the 
listener.  When faced with the prospects of persecution or even 
martyrdom, they expected the Spirit to empower and sustain them. 
Sometimes they did not see the miracles that they prayed for, but 
their foundation of Jesus and their expectation of the Spirit’s work 
led them to continue in faith.

What do you expect regarding the Holy Spirit?  What do we expect 
when we gather together in worship, in small groups, or anywhere 
else? The Amazing Acts of the Holy Spirit are not just historical 
accounts for our information; they are also encouragement for our 
belief and the living out of our faith in Jesus!  Picture yourself in the 
stories.  What would it be like to experience the presence of the 
Holy Spirit like a rushing wind?  Or to experience the healing of your 
body, your heart, or your relationships? Or to experience the exact 
words and confidence that you need in a time of faith conversations 
or conflict?

The testimony of Acts is that these things are possible.  We CAN 
experience the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  We CAN 
experience miracles.  We CAN live with full assurance of Jesus’ grace 
being enough for our sins.  And we CAN experience true freedom in 
Christ Jesus.

This is my prayer:  that each of us would believe and be encouraged 
that we can experience the same outpouring of the Spirit in our lives 
and in our church – and that we would even learn to expect it! 
Amen.

Pastor Andrew

Attendance
AUGUST 1: 138
AUGUST 8: 98

AUGUST 15: 84
AUGUST 22: 85
AUGUST 29: 91

Average Sunday 
Attendance: 99

September 5:
James Samuel Ostrem,

son of Jacob & Jenny 
(Olson) Ostrem. 

Sponsors: 
Tyler & Jordan Olson

IN OUR PRAYERS:
●Our local, state and 

national government
●Our law enforcement, 

doctors and healthcare 
workers, teachers and 
students as they head 
back to school

●Those who are sick or in 
recovery

JANUARY 27: 
Merle Frette

JANUARY 30: 
Steve Johnson

FEBRUARY 1:
Patricia Larson

Danni Jean Whipple, 
daughter of Trent & Tosha 

Whipple, born October 8, 2020.
Sponsors: Brian & Caryn Watson 

and AJ & Amber Christian

JANUARY 24: 
Grayson John Nordeen, 

son of Kyle & Ashley Nordeen, 
born December 3, 2020.

Sponsors: Mike & Jamie Nordeen and 
Doug & Briana Goodenbour

Dear Immanuel Family: Thank you for your 
   prayers, cards, flowers, and memorials in 
     memory of our husband, father and 
       grandfather, Steve Johnson. 

       Pastor Kurt, thank you for your talk and 
      prayers with Steve in the hospital, and 
    words of comfort to us since his death.  
  Immanuel’s love and support is lifting us.

Marci Johnson

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

 1 2
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

3 Communion 4 5
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

7 P.M.
Social Hall 
Reserved

6
6 P.M. 
EPIC

8 P.M.
Senior Choir

7
9 A.M.  
LWR Mission 
Blanket Tying 
(Social Hall)

8 9
8 A.M. 
Heart to Heart 
Women’s Fellow-
ship (Social Hall); 
Men of Imman-
uel (Cornerstone)

10 11 12
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

7 P.M.
Social Hall 
Reserved

13
7:30 A.M. 
Social Hall 
Reserved

1:15 P.M.
After School 
Adventure

6 P.M. 
EPIC

8 P.M.
Senior Choir

14
6:30 P.M. 
Deacons

7:00 P.M.
Trustees

8:15 P.M.
Church Council

15 16
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

10:30 A.M.
Harvey Lund 
Celebration of 
Life Service

17 
10:30 A.M.
Service of Holy 
Communion

18 19
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

20
6 P.M. 
EPIC

8 P.M.
Senior Choir

21 22 23
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

8 A.M.
Social Hall 
Reserved

24/31 25 26
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

27
6 P.M. 
EPIC

8 P.M.
Senior Choir

28 29 30
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

calendar

Events

Birthdays and anniversaries

Church hours for thanksgiving

Daylight savings

November holidays

All saints

Church secretaryslide

 

12/22: Al & Karen Hermanson
12/28: Chuck & Emily Anderson

                                                                       12/3: Diane Swenson; 12/5: Nadine Beck, Fran Christian, David Hanson;  
                                                                       12/6: Katie Brouwer, Hunter Hill, Paul Voga; 12/7: LaVerne Pierce, Laurie 
                                                                       Thompson; 12/8: Chuck Carlson, Tess Leeman; 12/9: May Loots; 12/10: Larry  
                                                                       Fuhrman; 12/11: Emma Martin; 12/12: Mike Billings, Judy Hill; 12/13: Diane 
                                                                       Christian, Tim Marienau, Leah Oppedal; 
12/14: Katrina Mader, Steve Skartvedt; 12/16: Duane hassebrock, 
Andrew johnson; 12/17: Janet Oppedal; 12/19: Donna Kallem, Jason
Thompson; 12/20: Jim Hovick, Rachel Isebrand, Sophia Smith;
12/21: Ashlee Mullenbach, Braden Richardson, Solvay Twedt, Susan 
Twedt; 12/23: Kane Hassebrock, Brooke Lynn Mader; 12/25: Carol 
Sherman; 12/27: Chuck Anderson, Nicole Engelhardt, John Nordeen; 
12/28: Jace Mensen; 12/29: Adelyn Valen; 12/31: Janet Hermanson

Birthday

Wedding Anniversary

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Sunday School and Adult Education
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

Communion
EPIC and lenten 
worship
Spring forward
First day of spring
Spring break
Newsletter
Heart to heart on 
13th
Womens bible 
study
Easter Lilies?
Holy Week 
Schedule
Easter Morning 
Schedule
VBS
Riverside events

https://www.remove.bg/

April fools day
Good Friday
Easter
Other 
holidays?
Spring work 
day on april 9

A reminder that on 

Sunday, May 30th, we 

begin our Summer 

Worship Schedule with 

one service at 9:30 A.M.!

From the cup of mid-October the spice of life is 
poured, and with the zest of autumn’s noontide 
comes a welcomed sense of rest.—Anonymous 



Broadcast

Inclement weather policy

Covid protocol

Volunteers
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November
Pastoral Acts:

If we’re missing your anniversary or 

birthday, please let us know so that we 

can celebrate your day!

10/2: Nate & Carrie Horman
10/4: Mike & Linda Anderson
10/5: Rick & Mary Ruppel
          Merlin & Clara Wendt
10/9: Eric & Jocelyn Lowe
          Randy & Kari Martindale
10/10: Brice & Jenessa Haskin
10/11: Edgar & Jaynee Christian
10/21: Ben & Kayla Haberl
10/25: Don & Cathy Braathun
10/28: Brent & Wana Johnson

10/1: Jessica Blomberg
10/3: Don Hoffmann, Halli Oberender
10/8: Bill Barquist, David Teigland
10/9: Jason Schaufenbuel
10/10: Karsyn Lande
10/11: Dennis Alvestad
10/12: Evan Baker
10/13: Eli Dahl, Michael Jondle
10/14: Sara Anderson, Sarah Jensen
10/15: Natalie Whipple
10/16: Mike Valen
10/17: Steven Berends, Dylan Ihle, Andrea Kowalik, Eric Mensen
10/18: Luke Wyatt
10/19: Amber Christian, Gloria Oberender
10/20: Florence Hinderaker, Kathy Hovick
10/21: Al Gelner
10/22: Travis Jensen, Sandra Kowalik, Greg Thompson
10/23: Michael Schlatter, Kaia Skaar
10/24: Ardella Mostrom
10/26: Riley Holmgren, Caleb Schlatter, Richard Weeks
10/28: Parker Mullenbach, Shelly Nibe, Dick Willis
10/29: Susan Amensen, Lily Rathmacher, Merlin Wendt
10/30: Josiah Potratz
10/31: Cory Tjelmeland



For love of animals
St. Francis of Assisi, known for his affection for 
animals, is honored on October 4. Some congre-
gations observe this day by blessing pets, 
remembering that God pronounced animals — 
along with all creation — good. 

God saved not only Noah’s family but animals of 
all kinds from the Flood. And despite Jonah’s 
protests, God had compassion on Nineveh — 
“and [its] many animals” (Jonah 4:11). How 
intriguing that the prophet adds this point!

Care for all living creatures is clearly part 
of the divine character. Animals don’t do 
anything to earn God’s favor except be 
themselves. From this, we can learn that 
God pours out love unconditionally. 

                   “All people              and animals 
are under your care.”               Psalm 36:6               



We’re always looking for more 
members to volunteer for worship, 
whether it’s behind the scenes or in 
front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or instrumental)

● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact the church office if you’re 
interested in volunteering! We’d love 
to add you to our worship schedule!

June 6: Ecclesiastes
June 13: How God Replies to Job’s Suffering
June 20: God’s Mercy on Our Enemy
June 27: Message of the Prophets

Rally Sunday slide
Service of holy communion 
(main+3rd Sunday)
Senior choir?
Women’s bible study???

at 
Immanuel

Articles, pictures, & announcements are due to 
the church office on the 20th of each month. 

https://bibleproject.com/


                          Dear Parents of 
                            8th Grader 

                            Immanuel students:

                              We consider it a great 
                           blessing to be nearing 
the end of another school year!  As you 
are aware, this means that we'll be 
confirming our 8th graders this spring!  
We want to give you that information 
now so that you have time to plan 
accordingly.

Since we are still dealing with ongoing 
concerns regarding the pandemic, and 
since we know that some of our 
Immanuel families have not yet felt 
comfortable coming to Sunday worship, 
we are making the following plans for 
Confirmation which mirror what we did 
in October for the 9th graders:

1.  Special Confirmation Service, 
Saturday, May 1 at 11:00 AM in the 
Sanctuary
   -Students arrive at 9AM for run-through, 
robes, and pictures (food provided)
2.  Masks Required, Social Distancing 
for service
3.  Limited to confirmands, their 
families/relatives, close friends, and 
EPIC leaders.
4.  Testimonies given LIVE on 
Saturday, but recorded for Sunday 
(and live streamed service)
5.  The testimonies of each student 
will air during both Sunday services 
on May 2.

This plan allows all to be in person for 
confirmation, and it allows the 
       congregation as a whole to still
         witness and celebrate in the
         confirmation. It also respects the
         various levels of comfort during
         COVID. Is it ideal to separate
         Confirmation from the greater 
         body? No, but for this season this 
         seems like the best route, and 
         hopefully next year we are back to 
        a bigger celebration!

                            Our mission trip plans continue
                                  for our trip to Sioux Falls 
                                    this June. We are partner-
                                    ing with the Lifelight Youth
                                    Center and Union Gospel
                                    Mission of Sioux Falls to
                                   learn, grow, and work hard! 
                                    Our group of 11 students 
and leaders ask for your prayers as we prepare 
for this unique experience! If you have 
questions, or if someone you know wants to 
potentially go along, talk to Pastor Andrew.

2021
June 25-28

Lifelight
Funeral Committee Meeting
Outdoor July
Outdoor Riverside August
Riverside Quilt Auction and 5K
Rally Day, After School Adventure, 
Sunday School Teasers

Appreciate — and act
October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month, reminding church 
members to thank their 
hardworking ministry leaders. But 
the people in the pews — though 
they might lack official church 
titles — also play important roles 
in doing God’s work.

In User Friendly Churches (Regal 
Books), researcher George Barna 
compares the behavior of people 
in growing vs. stagnant or 
declining churches. Members of 
growing churches actively 
participate in the church’s 
ministry. “They did not divorce 
their faith from their lifestyle; their 
faith was their lifestyle,” Barna 
writes. “They took seriously the 
classical Reformation doctrine of 
the priesthood of all believers.”

By contrast, laypeople in stagnant 
churches tend to observe rather 
than participate. “They perceived 
their role as being in the audience 
in the stands,” Barna notes, 
“nodding approvingly in efforts to 
demonstrate religious behavior as 
the clergy went through their 
paces.”

Appreciate your pastors, but then 
follow their example by living out 
your beliefs!



Kingdom Kids and Young Disciples 
We celebrated the final Sunday School day of the year by 
singing during the 10:45 Worship Service.  Thank you to 
the Kingdom Kids’ teachers for practicing the songs in 
their rooms.  We appreciate Nicole Engelhardt for coming 
in the last few weeks so they could all practice together in 
the sanctuary. The Young Disciples were led by Allison and 
Pastor Andrew.  It was so great to see the students 
spreading the joy of Jesus through song! 

Intergenerational Prayer Warriors
All forty-two students that signed up to participate in the 
Intergenerational Prayer Warriors activity have been 
placed with an adult “buddy”. Please remember to keep 
both the children and the adults in prayer, as they grow in 
Christ’s love together. Thank you to all that signed up to 
participate!

Third Grade Inspirational Art
Pictured are the Third Grade students from Lori Whipple’s 
class. They were each asked to think of an inspirational 
word that they could paint on a small canvas.  

For more information about 
Immanuel’s Sunday School Program, 
contact  Jaynee Christian at 
jlchristian@hotmail.com.

October Birthdays
12: Evan Baker
13: Eli Dahl
22: Travis Jensen
28: Parker Mullenbach
30: Josiah Potratz

Sunday School Happenings
October 10

Kingdom Kids sing in church
October 13

After School Adventure
October 24

Young Disciples sing in church

Fall Mission Project
During the month of October, we will 
collect hats, gloves, mittens and socks.  
These will be given to R-S CityServe to 
distribute to families along with 
donated coats, snow pants, etc. Boxes 
will be located at both Sunday School 
entries and in the narthex.  

May 

                  Happenings
We’re wrapping up the year!
May 9: Last day of Sunday School and 
both the Kingdom Kids and the Young 
Disciples will sing in church at the 10:45 
A.M. service!

Looking ahead to June...Day Camp!

My Bible Class
On Sunday, September 19th, the 2nd graders received 
their own Bibles and the following 2nd & 3rd Grade 
students took the My Bible Stepping Stones class: Elsie 
Haberl, Annabelle Potratz, Kase Reifschneider, Isaac 
Dahl, May Loots, Zach Hanson, and Leah Hanson.  

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com


Rally Sunday 
The theme for this year’s Rally Sunday was Rally Day 
Barnyard. God provided us with a beautiful Sunday 
morning for gathering our Sunday School students for 
some fun and fellowship. 

Students 4 years old through Fifth Grade spent the 
Sunday School hour participating in barnyard themed 
activities. Some of the activities were;  noodle horse 
races, bean bag toss, pedal tractor obstacle course, 
animal round-up, duck pond, pig races on the 
Porkchop Speedway, bingo, tattoos, petting zoo, steer 
roping, snack and yard games.  

A special thanks to the Board of Education (Kayla 
Haberl, Brandi Hill, Lisa McIlrath, Rachel Winecoff, 
Allison Potratz, Jaynee Christian) for all their work in 
organizing the activities. Thanks to Brandi Hill for being 
our “official” photographer for the morning, the 
Hanson family for providing animals, to Milianna for 
designing all of our printed materials, and to the 
parents for allowing us to share the Word with your 
children each week. It’s going to be a great year y’all!!

Kingdom Kids and Young Disciples 
We celebrated the final Sunday School day of the year by 
singing during the 10:45 Worship Service.  Thank you to 
the Kingdom Kids’ teachers for practicing the songs in 
their rooms.  We appreciate Nicole Engelhardt for coming 
in the last few weeks so they could all practice together in 
the sanctuary. The Young Disciples were led by Allison and 
Pastor Andrew.  It was so great to see the students 
spreading the joy of Jesus through song! 

Intergenerational Prayer Warriors
All forty-two students that signed up to participate in the 
Intergenerational Prayer Warriors activity have been 
placed with an adult “buddy”. Please remember to keep 
both the children and the adults in prayer, as they grow in 
Christ’s love together. Thank you to all that signed up to 
participate!

Third Grade Inspirational Art
Pictured are the Third Grade students from Lori Whipple’s 
class. They were each asked to think of an inspirational 
word that they could paint on a small canvas.  

May 

                  Happenings
We’re wrapping up the year!
May 9: Last day of Sunday School and 
both the Kingdom Kids and the Young 
Disciples will sing in church at the 10:45 
A.M. service!

Looking ahead to June...Day Camp!



Update
The new year of EPIC is rolling!  On 
September 8, we resumed our EPIC 
Wednesday gatherings for the school 
year at Immanuel. We have 30+ middle 
and high schoolers attending! Our 
rhythm has not changed much from last 
year, but this year we are taking on a new 
emphasis on our Identity is Christ and life 
issues. Our prayer is that each student 
learns who God is, what His heart is for 
each of them, and that each student 
would learn that they are valuable to and 
loved by their heavenly Father.

As we continue, please pray for us and 
for the students!  Here are some specific 
ways that you can pray:

1) That each student would more deeply 
understand God’s Love for them.

2) That the Holy Spirit would empower 
and guide our leaders.

3) That students in our community that 
are not connected to Jesus or youth 
group would find their way to EPIC.

4) That God would bless and provide for 
each and every night, outing, slice of 
pizza, and project that the youth ministry 
takes on this year.

Thank you for your prayers!  As always, if 
you have any questions about EPIC or 
want to jump in to help, please contact 
Pastor Andrew or Allison.

                          Dear Parents of 
                            8th Grader 

                            Immanuel students:

                              We consider it a great 
                           blessing to be nearing 
the end of another school year!  As you 
are aware, this means that we'll be 
confirming our 8th graders this spring!  
We want to give you that information 
now so that you have time to plan 
accordingly.

Since we are still dealing with ongoing 
concerns regarding the pandemic, and 
since we know that some of our 
Immanuel families have not yet felt 
comfortable coming to Sunday worship, 
we are making the following plans for 
Confirmation which mirror what we did 
in October for the 9th graders:

1.  Special Confirmation Service, 
Saturday, May 1 at 11:00 AM in the 
Sanctuary
   -Students arrive at 9AM for run-through, 
robes, and pictures (food provided)
2.  Masks Required, Social Distancing 
for service
3.  Limited to confirmands, their 
families/relatives, close friends, and 
EPIC leaders.
4.  Testimonies given LIVE on 
Saturday, but recorded for Sunday 
(and live streamed service)
5.  The testimonies of each student 
will air during both Sunday services 
on May 2.

This plan allows all to be in person for 
confirmation, and it allows the 
       congregation as a whole to still
         witness and celebrate in the
         confirmation. It also respects the
         various levels of comfort during
         COVID. Is it ideal to separate
         Confirmation from the greater 
         body? No, but for this season this 
         seems like the best route, and 
         hopefully next year we are back to 
        a bigger celebration!

                            Our mission trip plans continue
                                  for our trip to Sioux Falls 
                                    this June. We are partner-
                                    ing with the Lifelight Youth
                                    Center and Union Gospel
                                    Mission of Sioux Falls to
                                   learn, grow, and work hard! 
                                    Our group of 11 students 
and leaders ask for your prayers as we prepare 
for this unique experience! If you have 
questions, or if someone you know wants to 
potentially go along, talk to Pastor Andrew.

2021
June 25-28

Lifelight
Funeral Committee Meeting
Outdoor July
Outdoor Riverside August
Riverside Quilt Auction and 5K
Rally Day, After School Adventure, 
Sunday School Teasers

Before saying yes
I keep learning the same 
lesson over and over (so 
maybe that means I haven’t 
learned it yet). With church, 
school and community volunteer work, 
my schedule is packed. I’m exhausted! 
And to be honest, only about a 
third of the roles truly 
excite me.

Of course, service is 
important and yields 
blessings. And in a 
pinch, helpers need to 
step up. But consider 
all these benefits of occasionally saying no:

● You give someone else a chance to shine and thrive.
● You free up your schedule to be present elsewhere.
● You protect your mental resources for existing roles.
● You gain a bit more sleep or rest.

The last time you felt fully alive while volunteering, 
what were you doing? Who was serving alongside you? 
Can you do this — or something similar — again?

Before quickly agreeing to a request, see if God is 
tugging your heart in a certain direction. If he prompts 
you, by all means, shout yes! If not, “rest” assured that 
it’s okay to say no.

—Janna Firestone



Adult class 
moved to 
9:45 am 
and 
Sunday 
school at 
9:45

LCMC iowa district annual 
gathering

https://www.iowalcmc.org/

February 7: When We Cry Out
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/

How does God respond when his people cry out 
to him? We take a closer look in Exodus 3.

February 14: Rescued for a Purpose
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/

Does God rescue people just to get them out of 
trouble, or does he have something greater in 
mind?

February 21: Leviticus
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/

God graciously provides a way for people to live in 
his presence. 

February 28: Numbers
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/

Israel’s repeated rebellion in the wilderness is met 
by God’s justice and mercy.

On the COVID-19 Update, change the 
wording to say 

In the Through the Bible slide, change it to 
say "Throughout 2021, we invite you..." and 
"We are using The One-Year..."

https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/


Our library has a number of books to shape and 
define our faith and life as Lutheran Christian:

The Bible
The Lutheran Book of Worship
Lutheran Book of Prayer

Works by Luther:
What Luther Says - 3 vols. Reference
Luther's Small Catechism
The Place of Trust
The Magnificat

Lutheran Classics:
The Hammer of God - Bo Geirtz
Cost of Discipleship - Dietrich Bonhoeffer
The Spirituality of the Cross - Gene E. Veith, Jr.
Tortured for Christ - Richard Wurmbrand

Biographies:
Here I Stand - Roland Bainton
Luther and Katharine - Jodi Hedlund - Fiction
A man called Martin Luther - Kathleen Benson

Others:
House of Living Stones - Kate Schuermann - Fiction 
Growing Up Lutheran - Janet Martin & Suzann 
Nelson

Luther may even have a word for our times: "Like 
the early Christians, we must move into a 
sometimes hostile world armed with the 
revolutionary gospel of Jesus Christ. With this 
powerful gospel we shall boldly challenge the 
status quo." Luther also said, "Even if I knew that 
tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would 
still plant my apple tree."  I liked that one. Keep the 
Faith.
                          

Open during Office Hours 

and Sunday mornings

The Little Free Library is a 
resource for anyone in the 
community, accessible 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.

 

Little Free 

Library

Located right outside the 

front NW church doors

"Need a book, Take a book, 

Read a book, Leave a book." 

In October, we of the Lutheran Confessions, 
remember the Reformation of the 16th 
century and the formation of different 
denominations of Christianity, the Lutheran 
church being one of them.  The Lutheran 
Church is based on the teachings and beliefs 
of the Reformer and Theologian Martin 
Luther - not Martin Luther King as some of 
my Sunday School students once tried to tell 
me - described as "a man searching for God".  
After Luther's study of the books of Psalms, 
Romans, Galatians and Hebrews, especially 
Rom. 1:17, "The righteous shall live by faith", 
R. C. Sproul writes, "the lights came on for 
Luther".  and Luther came to understand the 
righteousness of God is given by Grace alone 
(Sola Gratia), through Faith alone (Sola Fide) 
that is found in the Word alone (Sola 
Scriptura).  This is what makes the Lutheran 
Church distinct in the Christian community, 
the approach toward God's grace and 
salvation. 

The Lutheran church in Northern Europe, 
Norway, Denmark and as immigrants made 
their way to North America, took on the 
name "Evangelical", it means "good news" or 
"gospel".  The word fits the core identity of 
the Lutheran Church, "God reaching down to 
man - through the loving sacrifice of His son, 
not man reaching up to God."  That is Good 
News!  By the way, Luther disliked the term 
Lutheran preferring Evangelical or Christian.



We are thankful that our 
tuckpointing and louver 
painting project has been 
completed before winter sets 
in! Now plaster restoration is 
being done in the balcony. 
Thank you for your continued 
support to make our building 
a beautiful space for ministry 
for years to come!

We are looking for more people to 
volunteer for worship, either behind the 
scenes or in front of the congregation. 
Here are a few ways you can help: sound 
or video technician, musician, usher or 
greeter, or reader. Contact the church 
office if interested!

2021 Immanuel Council 
& Board Members

Church Officers
President: John Rathmacher
Vice President: Steve Skartvedt
Secretary: Lori Whipple
Treasurer: Al Hermanson

Board of Deacons
Kelly Dahl, Brad Waline, Brad Skaar
Joel Danielson, Dion Whipple

Board of Education
Lisa McIlrath, Brandi Hill, Kayla Haberl, 
Rachel Winecoff, Jaynee Christian 
(Sunday School Superintendent), Cindy 
Blomberg (Sunday School Treasurer)

Youth Board
Chris & Kelly Dahl, Patty Rathmacher, 
Grant Severson, Brian & Melanie 
Wakefield

Board of Trustees
Edgar Christian, Tyler Oberender, Mike 
Mullenbach, Grant Severson, Jeff Loots

Summary of Sept. 9, 2021 Immanuel Council Meeting

Joint Council
·  President John Rathmacher called the meeting to order.
·  Opening devotion: Pastor Kurt.
·  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.
·  Report of Boards.
·  Old Business: small groups starting; Deacons giving 

temple talks on LCMC Common Confession.
·  New Business: new healthcare plan for pastors; looking 

into photo directory options.
·  Next meeting: Oct 14 at 8:15 p.m. 
Trustees—Sept 9 
·  Opening Prayer – Al Hermanson
·  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
·  Project Updates: Broad St project beginning ($17,300 cost 

to Immanuel); patio landscaping and other details 
moving forward.  

·  Discussed healthcare options for pastors; smart TV for 
nursery coming.

·  Next meeting: Oct 14 at 7:00 in the Cornerstone Room
Deacons—Sept 9
·  Restarting small groups this fall. 
·  Scheduling faith story interviews and Deacon temple talks 

on LCMC’s Common Confession in worship.
·  Coffee fellowship offered during Sunday School/Adult Ed 

and after worship.
·  Planned worship at Zearing Healthcare on Sept 12.
·  Resuming Communion after worship on 3rd Sunday of 

the month on Sept 19.
·  Next meeting: Oct 14 at 6:30 in the Social Hall
Youth Board—Sept 8
·  Finalized plans for Wed night EPIC and Confirmation 

instruction for 6th-8th during Sunday School.
·  Dec 9 For King and Country concert at Wells Fargo. 
·  Planning Christmas party and J-term Youth Room project.
Board of Education—Sept 9
·  Final plans for Sept 12 Rally Day activities, including 2nd 

grade Bibles.
·  Allison leading Sept 19 My Bible class for 2nd & 3rd 

graders and parents.
·  Sept 26 Installation of Sunday School teachers, leaders, 

and volunteers.
·  Kingdom Kids sing Oct 10; Young Disciples sing Oct 24.
·  Next intergenerational event during Sunday School/Adult 

Ed: Nov 7 (Young Disciples).
·  Fall mission project: hats, gloves, socks for RScityserve 

winter clothing swap.
·  Seeking volunteers for After School Adventure: Oct 13, 

Dec 8, Feb 9, Apr 13.



No Offering 

Envelopes?

Scan the QR code to 
give a financial gift 

to Immanuel 
securely online!  

From the IMMANUEL ENDOWMENT FUND

PLANNED GIVING IS NOT JUST FOR THE WEALTHY
Many of us the term “Planned Giving” and think this is something that only 
wealthy people can do. This is not true. Anyone can plan to give a gift to 
their church in their will and the Endowment Fund of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church accepts both large and small gifts. We believe that everyone 
should have a written estate plan and encourage you to consider giving to 
the future of our church.
As a Christian, we need to be good stewards of that which God has 
provided to us. Immanuel Lutheran has set up an Endowment Fund as a 
way for you to say that you believe in the future of our church. You can 
continue your current giving level after death, give to scholarships, or 
local/ global missions. You can also give to property maintenance or 
specific church programs. We can meet with you to discuss your vision for 
how you would like to support ministry through your will.

 

Questions regarding 
finances can be 
directed to treasurer   
Al Hermanson, or 
financial secretary, 
Carol Lake.

Ways to give offerings

Pictures from newsletter.com

Building Immanuel Lutheran Church for 
the Next Generation

Financial Report – AUGUST 2021

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING 

BALANCE

Current & 
Mission 68,211.20 29,932.72 29,836.28 68,307.64

Improvement 24,129.64 975.00 0.00 25,104.64

Missionary 
Support 4,300.17 1,755.00 2,000.00 4,055.17

Memorial 2,765.69 -185.00 440.00 2,140.69

Ministry 4,929.00 30.00 55.20 4,903.80



The start of fall classes can be difficult 
for any child – especially as youth of all 
ages adjust back to “normal” following a 
year of virtual classes and Zoom 
meetings. But for kids who have 
experienced trauma, back-to-school 
season can bring additional stress: 
anxiety about meeting new people; 
worry that their family may not have 
enough grocery money for lunch every 
day; insecurity if they come to school 
without some of the fun supplies other 
kids have. 

Thanks to donations of backpacks, 
crayons and pencils, glue, and more, LSI 
is ensuring Iowa youth have access to 
the school supplies they need to 
succeed. And because of this, kids are 
empowered with the ability to choose 
their own supplies that show off their 
own styles and personalities so they can 
feel confident as they return to classes. 

After having a tough day, Marisol was 
feeling sad and was told she and her 
guardian would be stopping by the LSI 
office for some school supplies. She 
wasn’t in the mood for a visit but after 
arriving at the office, she found a bright 
spot in her day: her LSI worker was 
there to help her pick out a new 
backpack of her own. She was delighted 
after finding her favorite, and eagerly 
walked around the office to choose 
more back-to-school items she could 
place in her backpack.

Thanks to these contributions, Marisol’s 
day was turned around by a simple act 
of kindness and a new backpack. 
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 
Christ through compassionate service. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org 
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

2021 Events

April 10
SPRING BLAST

April 17
SPRING WORK DAY

April 23-25
MEN’S RETREAT

Find out more about 
these events and to 

register at 
Riversidelbc.org

Mothers of Preschoolers: 
Are you a mom of young 
children & want to connect 
with other moms? Join us 
for MOPs and meet other 
women who are in the 
same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson 
at anjknutson@gmail.com 
or 719-351-6899.

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

  Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
  2nd & 4th Thursday of the month
  9:15-11 A.M. at Harvest E-Free

                                     Calling all moms! Whether you 
                                     are a soon-to-be mom, first time 
                                     mom or seventh time mom, you 
                                     are welcome here! Whether you are 
an adoptive mom, foster mom, young mom, seasoned 
mom, or any other type of mom, you are welcome here! 
We would love to have you at our monthly MOPS 
meetings. 

The theme for this year is All Your Love! We have some 
great things planned for this year. Childcare is provided 
for those children 0-5 years of age. 

If you would like more information, feel free to contact 
Melia Slinger at melia.slinger@gmail.com or 
515-310-2851.

     Life’s Healing Choices
     Thursdays, 6:30-8 pm
     September 9 - Nov. 18th   
     Harvest E-Free

                                                   Based on the beloved 
                                                   Beatitudes, this 11 week 
                                                   study gives concrete, well 
explained choices that are the foundation for this life- 
changing program. It is being offered for both men and 
women. If you have any questions please contact Greg 
Yeakel (gyeakel@gmail.com), Angie Torgeson 
(torgeson83@gmail.com) or Kere Belding 
(kereh@iastate.edu). Childcare available upon request.

http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
https://www.riversidelbc.org/
mailto:anjknutson@gmail.com
mailto:gyeakel@gmail.com
mailto:torgeson83@gmail.com
mailto:kereh@iastate.edu


2021 Events

April 10
SPRING BLAST

April 17
SPRING WORK DAY

April 23-25
MEN’S RETREAT

Find out more about 
these events and to 

register at 
Riversidelbc.org

Mothers of Preschoolers: 
Are you a mom of young 
children & want to connect 
with other moms? Join us 
for MOPs and meet other 
women who are in the 
same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson 
at anjknutson@gmail.com 
or 719-351-6899.

              Little Free

           Pantry

The RS Ministerial Association’s 
Little Free Pantry is located at 
510 Pennsylvania in Story City 
for anyone that needs to take 
food and for those who would 
like to give food to help others 
in need! Find out more about 
the Little Free Pantry movement 
at littlefreepantry.org.

Norsemen Food Pantry

Located at the RS Middle School 
in Roland

Open Every Sunday 
from 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Appointments not necessary. 
Call the Roland-Story Middle 
School for questions or to 
donate: (515) 388-4348.

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

Ladies Dessert Night
October 3, 6:30-8:30 P.M.
Harvest E-Free Fellowship Hall

You Won’t Want to Miss This! Gals, you are 
invited to an evening of encouragement as we 
share life, laughter, and love and then hear a 
story of God’s personal work from a sister in 
Christ. Friends & neighbors welcome! Contact 
Samantha Frykholm if you have any questions.

Good For All Conference with world-class 
speakers Tim Tebow, John Perkins, Katherine 
Wolf and many more – all LIVE and IN 
PERSON! This conference will leave you 
inspired and encouraged to take your church 
to a new level of truly loving your community 
and reaching your neighbors.

Hosted at Valley Church in West Des Moines, 
Iowa. Attend the conference for just $199 a 
person, or $189 per ticket for groups. I also 
invite you to Tailgate with Tebow, a casual 
dinner and Q&A with Tim Tebow. 

To learn more and register, visit 
www.GoodForAll2021.com.

Norsemen Food Pantry

Located at the RS Middle School in Roland

Open Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring 
bags, boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home 
(some boxes will be available). Call the Roland- 
Story Middle School for questions or to donate: 
(515) 388-4348.

https://www.riversidelbc.org/
mailto:anjknutson@gmail.com
http://www.littlefreepantry.org
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFsLqmJ7uy6HqDRcUSboJaZHHq013_rcaxcpASQzNuPhS9he-CmPKcT7pTjp0ZPCY3v7jIPdaAcxVE6aEvHAhTAKwkiJuoiQhNVgzeOqHzZESZLXcs2figquTJdVK2xiVG1n07Npwbd9MTRTaxxno6HBMI9dSv3K4y9lblRH4mE=&c=CN1CujdZtQ2XzD5cNdibQ3Ecoo0RrBztPJS0gZceZnrFFtNym10iGg==&ch=o8oIXx-BHU54ThlEt1JnAnJmTbTu5r5sncZ8oMww-8CfpsLsQwWWTA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFsLqmJ7uy6HqDRcUSboJaZHHq013_rcaxcpASQzNuPhS9he-CmPKcT7pTjp0ZPCY3v7jIPdaAcxVE6aEvHAhTAKwkiJuoiQhNVgzeOqHzZESZLXcs2figquTJdVK2xiVG1n07Npwbd9MTRTaxxno6HBMI9dSv3K4y9lblRH4mE=&c=CN1CujdZtQ2XzD5cNdibQ3Ecoo0RrBztPJS0gZceZnrFFtNym10iGg==&ch=o8oIXx-BHU54ThlEt1JnAnJmTbTu5r5sncZ8oMww-8CfpsLsQwWWTA==


OUR VISION
To see our city strengthened and transformed 
by serving and blessing one another with no 

strings attached in the name of Christ.

OUR MISSION
To act as the hands and feet of Jesus as we 

identify and fulfill the needs of our city’s people 
and organizations.

OUR WORK
We work to identify needs within the 

Roland-Story School District, to connect those 
needs with compassion and resources, and to 

build relationships with those in our community 
who need them the most.

MEETING NEEDS WITH 
COMPASSION IN THE 
ROLAND AND STORY 

CITY AREAS

Whether you need help 
directly or you would like to 
help--you can submit your 
needs and support and find 
out more about what we’re 
doing at R-S CityServe on 
Facebook and online at 
http://rscityserve.org/. 

Help us bless others and 
show God’s love in action!

RScityserve UPDATE 
and WINTER GEAR DRIVE

RScityserve has had a great fall! We’re prepping our building space for 
use as a clothing closet, youth space, and more! We have a group of high 
school students doing some work there for their J-Term project, and 
we’re looking forward to being able to hold in-person events, activities, 
and community outreach in 2021.

We are currently running a WINTER GEAR DONATION DRIVE through 
mid-January! Immanuel is a drop-off site when the office is open 
(mornings from 9-Noon or Sunday mornings), and we are collecting new 
or gently used coats, boots, gloves, mittens, hats, and scarves.  Please 
check your closets and basements to see if you can contribute!

Finally, we have a few needs going into 2021. First, we’re working on 
incorporating as a non-profit with Iowa and the Federal Government. 
This can be an expensive process, so we ask you to consider if you might 
be called to help us meet that need! We’re also looking for a new or good 
condition washer and dryer that we can get set-up in our building to 
process clothing donations.   If you know of a way to help there, let us 
know!

As always, if you have needs, or if you want to help meet needs, please 
contact us through our website (rscityserve.org), our Facebook page via 
Messenger, or by emailing rscityserve@gmail.com.

                   Little Free

                Pantry

                                     The RS Ministerial  
                                    Association’s Little  
                                    Free Pantry is 
                                    located at 510 
Pennsylvania in Story City for any-
one that needs to take food and for 
those who would like to give food to 
help others in need! Find out more 
about the Little Free Pantry movement 
at littlefreepantry.org.

http://rscityserve.org/
http://rscityserve.org/
mailto:rscityserve@gmail.com
http://www.littlefreepantry.org


CHURCH STAFF Milianna Carlson Office Secretary
office@immanuelstorycity.org

Carol Lake Financial Secretary
accounting@immanuelstorycity.org

Church Council
council@immanuelstorycity.org

Jeff Baker Custodian

Pastor Kurt Jensen
kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org

Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Allison Potratz Youth & Family Ministries
allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Chris Dahl Deployed Pastor to Riverside
chris@riversidelbc.org

SOCIAL MEDIA

      Facebook
        ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity

YouTube
 Immanuel Lutheran Story City

  Apple Podcasts
  Immanuel Lutheran Church,
  Story City, IA

ONLINE SERVICES

Watch worship services LIVE on Facebook, view/listen to archived 
messages on our website, iTunes podcast, or YouTube channel.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Story City, Iowa
Permit No. 44

with Immanuel Lutheran Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI, 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

CONTACT
        604 Lafayette Avenue
        Story City, Iowa 50248

        515-733-4972
        515-733-4070 (fax)

        office@immanuelstorycity.org
        www.immanuelstorycity.org

        Church Office Hours:
        Monday - Friday: 9 A.M. - 12 P.M.

        Find our church calendar &    
        other resources on our website
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