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JOINING JESUS - WHAT DO WE DO WITH
GOOD WORKS?
by Pastor Andrew
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November 2022

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?.” 
- James 2:14

Jesus is on a mission. And
part of this mission for us
is an invitation to join it.
This means not that we
“work for Jesus,” but that
we “work with Jesus.”  

One of the most common
tensions and debates in
Christianity has to do with
good works. The Bible
speaks of good works as
something that is a part of
the lives of followers of
Jesus. The Bible also clearly
states that our good works

cannot save us - and that
our good works are more
like filthy rags than they are
holy or pure. (Isaiah 64:6)

As we heard as part of
worship on October 23, we
see a clear distinction
between two paths when we
dig into what the Scriptures
have to say on this topic.
David, in Psalm 37, speaks of
a way of evil that will lead to
being like withering grass. He
contrasts that with verse 3:
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“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and
enjoy safe pasture.” When we live in a way that does not
trust in God’s Word, promises, and life, we are the path
that leads to evil. When we trust in the Lord, we find life,
hope, and contentment.

So our question is not “what can we do to be saved,”
rather, as far as good works are concerned, a better
question is “how can I live life according to the same grace
that God has shown and extended to me?” This takes the
burden off of our ability to do good, and places the
conversation back in the hands of God’s grace. Does this
help to better understand the concept?

Take again our James scripture above. James’ words here
show that the good deeds (or works) of a Christian will
give testimony to faith, whereas faith that does not exhibit
joining in God’s goodness may not be faith at all. Believing
that a chair will hold you is different than actually sitting in
it and putting that faith to the test. Believing that God will
provide is lived out when we trust in the Lord with our
tithe and our finances. Believing that God is our Lord and
Savior will lead us to live accordingly; a life that becomes
more like Jesus, more consistent with what Scriptures
teach us, and more loving as God has first loved us.

What does this boil down to? Jesus has a mission, and we
cannot hope to participate in that mission if we desire to
live a private and personal faith life. Jesus’ faith, life, death,
and resurrection were not private ordeals. They were
seen, testified to, and recorded for our benefit and for the
benefit of all people. In the same way, we are invited to
live the abundant life in Christ and let our lights shine for
all to see! It is not up to us to dictate how that light is
received - but that we faithfully follow Jesus wherever it is
that he might lead.

Jesus, help us to shine your light! Help us to seek your
Kingdom and respond with a faith that is strong, patient, and
loving. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

continued from page 1
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2022 IMMANUEL COUNCIL &
BOARD MEMBERS

 
CHURCH OFFICERS 

 

President: John Rathmacher
Vice President: Joel Danielson

Secretary: Lori Whipple
Treasurer: Al Hermanson

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 

Kelly Dahl
Brad Waline
Sherry Olsen

Patty Rathmacher
Dion Whipple

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION
 

Lisa McIlrath
Brandi Hill

Laura Severson
Rachel Winecoff
Jaynee Christian 

(Sunday School Superintendent) 
Cindy Blomberg 

(Sunday School Treasurer)
 

YOUTH BOARD
 

Chris & Kelly Dahl
Patty Rathmacher

Grant Severson
Brian & Melanie Wakefield

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
 

Edgar Christian
Grant Severson
Steve Skartvedt

Jeff Loots
Mike Mullenbach

Building strong relationships in
Christ and making Him known to all.
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DATE TIME EVENT

Tues., Nov. 1 8 P.M. Sanctuary Stage Committee Meeting

Wed., Nov. 2 1:45 P.M. After School Adventure

Thurs., Nov. 3 9 A.M. - 12 P.M. Quilting (Social Hall)

Sun., Nov. 6 -- Communion Sunday & Daylight Saving Time Ends

Thurs., Nov. 10
6:30 P.M.
7:00 P.M.
8:15 P.M.

Deacons Meeting
Trustees Meeting

Church Council Meeting

Fri., Nov. 11 -- Veterans Day

Wed., Nov. 16 1:45 P.M. After School Adventure

Sun., Nov. 20 10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion after worship

Nov. 24 & 25 -- Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving

Sun., Nov. 27 -- First Sunday of Advent

DAY TIME EVENT

Mondays 8:30 A.M.  Women's Study

Tuesdays 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting

Wednesdays
6 - 8 P.M.

8 P.M.
EPIC

Senior Choir

Saturdays 8 A.M. Men of Immanuel

Sundays

8 A.M.
8:30 A.M.
9:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

Radio Broadcast
Education Hour

Worship
Coffee Fellowship

month at a glance weekly events



11/1: Kathy Thompson

11/3: Linda Cooper
          Jenessa Haskin
          Steve Olson
          Amy Rathmacher
          Ardis Skartvedt
          Kendall Wakefield

11/5: Mike Mullenbach

11/6: Tyler Whipple

11/7: Theresa Haskin

11/8: Mike Matheason

11/10: Patricia Matheason

11/11: Ruby Olson

11/12: Henry Hammes
            Wendy Whitaker

11/13: Maxwell Hammes
             Curtiss Ostrem
             Max Sporleder

11/16: Paula Voga

11/17: Shane Potratz

11/19: Cynthia Blomberg
            Terry Greenfield

11/21: Margaret Thompson

11/22: John Johnson
 

11/7: Brandon & Laurel Leeman

11/10: Jim & Kathy Hovick

11/15: Pete & Janet Hermanson

11/18: Jim & Gloria Oberender

11/23: Adam & Rachel Wilkinson
            Ben & Rachel Winecoff

11/24: Steve & Miriam Skartvedt

11/29: Kyle & Amy Holmgren

birthdaysbirthdays anniversariesanniversaries

11/24: Linda Graber
             Jaden Reinert
             Dennis Soderstrum

11/25: Justin Hanson
            Shelli Hassebrock
            Ryan Lykins

11/26: Dave Sweet

11/27: Willard Oppedal

11/28: Dylan Matheason
             Kim Sporleder
             Marilyn Whipple

Are we missing your
birthday or anniversary

on our calendar? 
 

Contact the church
office to update your

records so we can
celebrate with you!



SUNDAY IN- PERSON

September 4: 125

September 11: 156

September 18: 158

September 25: 128

 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON
AVERAGE: 142

 

SUNDAY ONLINE
(FACEBOOK) AVERAGE: 30

 

WEDNESDAY EPIC
AVERAGE: 35

Our condolences to the
family and friends of
Loren Twedt who
passed away on October
7. His funeral was held at
Immanuel on October 13.
His obituary can be found
here.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

those fighting or
recovering from illness
including Gloria
Oberender, Pastor
Allison, Carol Baedke
and JoNann Twedt

Loren Twedt's family

our congregation as we
navigate new expansions
to our ministry

our government and
our military

law enforcement,
healthcare workers,
teachers and students

attendanceattendance deaths & memorialsdeaths & memorials in our prayersin our prayers

How can we
pray for you? 

Please call or email our church office to share your prayer
requests and praises. If you would like to talk to a pastor

about your concerns, please ask! You may remain
anonymous if you'd like. You can also join our email prayer

chain to receive a notice when someone requests prayer. 3

Other Pastoral ActsOther Pastoral Acts
Oakley Renae Jones, daughter of Tavender Jones and
Bailey Wergin, baptized on October 16, 2022. Sponsors
are Tyler Risdal and Monica Wergin.
Grant Waline married Lauryn Broer on October 22, 2022.

https://www.soderstrumfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Loren-D-Twedt?obId=26092184#/obituaryInfo
mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


What Can I Pray About?
Over the last season, many Christians at Immanuel and around the globe have been
busy in prayer for a variety of reasons. These last few years have been a difficult time
for many - and prayer is the foundation of discipleship in good and tough times. We
challenge you to prioritize prayer, and to join us in prayer for the following:

+ Let us continue in prayer for the truth and power of God to be established in Ukraine
and the surrounding region; Let us pray for the innocent to be protected from the
casualties of war; for God to empower his people in those areas to be bold and Christ-
like; for God to limit the scope and spread of this conflict; and for God to change the
hearts of the aggressors and instigators behind this war. Let us also pray for
missionaries and church networks in and around the region, that their work may be
blessed and filled with the Holy Spirit.

+ Pray for the many youth and adults with persistent anxiety and depression. Pray that
families of these people can rally to encourage, guide, and pray for those who have the
daily struggles in this area.

+ Pray for our government leaders at all levels; that they may be drawn to God, free
from corruption, unyoked from a polarized political season, and truly committed to the
freedom and well-being of those that they were charged to represent. Pray that God
would reveal himself to those who are far from Him. and that we would find
discernment for the upcoming elections.

+ What is Truth? In John 14:6, Jesus describes himself as the Way, Truth, and Life. How
can we know what is true in the world? Most foundationally, our Truth must begin with
Jesus. The more we know Jesus, his character, and his life - the more we will know the
Truth. Pray that we may be grounded in the Truth of Christ, and that we may be gifted
by the Holy Spirit with discernment to distinguish truth from lies in the world around us.
Pray that we would do the deeds in Christ that we were created to take part in.

+We pray for the sleepy churches and passive Christians to come alive for the sake of
Jesus and the Gospel! May we learn what it means to put our Biblical beliefs into action,
and to truly follow in the Way of Jesus.

+Pray for Immanuel’s people and Council as they navigate this transition season, the
visioning season, and as they prepare for the next chapter of Immanuel’s rich ministry.
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+ Pray for the millions of people and ministries in our country who are suffering
economically due to inflation, high prices for food and fuel, and uncertain futures. Pray
for our government and industry leaders to find practical and meaningful solutions, and
pray that God would inspire those in the church who have the means to live and give
generously in Jesus’ name - not just for the sake of the church, but for the sake of their
neighbor.

+Pray for Riverside Bible Camp as they continue to faithfully lift up the name of Jesus in
this fall retreat season! Pray that they would find favor with churches, protection from
evil, and empowerment through the Holy Spirit.

If you have big prayer concerns that you’d like to chat about sometime or add to this
section in coming months, please contact one of the pastors!

5
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This fall we continue our way through Joining
Jesus on His Mission! We encourage you to
keep up on messages, and to engage with
the book and other materials in a meaningful
way. Jesus has a mission, and he entrusts
this mission to His Church! Let’s faithfully
answer that call to learn, grow, and extend
the Gospel to the ends of the earth!

This fall, Immanuel is emphasizing and
encouraging involvement in small groups! 
 Small groups at Immanuel will usually have 8-
20 people, be led by one or two people, and
gather around a variety of studies or
experiences while growing together in Christ.
One group may study the Bible, while another
may quilt together, and another might meet
and pray together on the soccer field or at the
pool!  The goal is to grow together in Christ
and to build the type of community that Jesus
models with his disciples and followers in the
Gospels, and Immanuel's vision for small
groups is that every member or attendee will
have a small group of Christians to encourage,
support, and pray for them!
 
To learn more about Immanuel's Small Group
opportunities, visit immanuelstorycity.org. For
questions, email Pastor Andrew directly at
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org!

Small Groups at Immanuel

Join these ongoing
small groups anytime!



Join us on Sundays for Adult Ed classes in
the Cornerstone room! We’re going through
the Alpha Film Series, which asks big
questions about faith and life. This series
challenges us to grow in our understanding
of the basic core truths of Christianity that
we might live our lives on the Foundation
that never fails. If you have questions about
this, you can reach out to the office!
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8: Wyatt Royer

November 2
After School Adventure

 
November 13

Kingdom Kids Sing in worship
 

November 16
After School Adventure

 
December 11

Christmas Program

For more information about Immanuel’s
Sunday School Program, contact Jaynee
Christian at jlchristian@hotmail.com.

schoolschool

November birthdaysNovember birthdays

Mark your calendars!Mark your calendars!
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Families at the River
On Sunday October 16th families gathered at Riverside
Lutheran Bible Camp for a potluck, wagon ride and
campfire!  Thanks to all of the families who attended!
 The kids had lots of fun playing in the leaves, running
around camp, and playing gaga ball!  We hope you and
your family will join us in the future!

Kingdom Kids sang in

worship on October 9th.

After School Adventure
On October 12th After School Adventure students
learned about the story of Joshua and the Battle of
Jericho!  They learned that God gives us courage in
times when we may feel afraid.  Joshua 1:9 says, "Be
strong and courageous!  Do not be afraid or
discouraged.  For the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go."  Students enjoyed worshiping
together, playing games, and making fall trees!

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com


Fields of Faith
EPIC students enjoyed a night out at
Fields of Faith at Gilbert High School! 
 Local youth groups gathered on the
football field for games and listened to
testimonies from local high school and
college aged athletes!  It was a
powerful moment to see all of the
students gathered around the entire
turf of the football field as they held
hands an joined in prayer together. 

 
 

2022-2023
& Confirmation
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EPIC Out Night 
Our EPIC students spent an evening having small group time! 
 The 5th graders partnered with a small group to make
freezer lasagna's for people in need. The 6th grade boys had a
fun night eating pizza and play games. The 6th grade girls
enjoyed having dinner and playing with kittens at the
Hermanson's.  And the High Schoolers had a dinner and night
hike at the Dahl's home.  



Dennis Alvestad in memory of Irene Alvestad

Irene Alvestad Memorials Lois Ann Hovick Memorials Sara Anderson

Cindy Blomberg family Don & Cathy Braathun Milianna Carlson

Brent & Diane Christian in memory of Duane Mostrom

Joel & Kathy Gabrielson Pete Hermanson Todd & Tiffany Janes

Em Quang In memory of Dorothy Mussehl Duane & Shirley Wheeler

In memory of DeWayne & Donna Kammin

Sandra Kowalik in memory of Dennis E. Lee

Chris, Lisa, Adam, Heston, Myles and Laura McIlrath in memory of Terry Thompson

Rhonda Ostrem in memory of Karl Ostrem Bob & Shelly Rivera

Steve & Miriam Skartvedt Ole Skaar Jr. in memory of Jackie Skaar

Cathy Stevenson Lois Stevenson Gary & Sue Trampel

Linda Thompson in memory of Terry Thompson

Gary & Sue Uthe Dorothy Valen Berniece Voga

Immanuel Senior Choir & Our anonymous sponsors

WHO DONATED TO OUR
BABY GRAND PIANO FUNDRAISER 2022

a note of thanks to our Key Sponsors
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As the days grow shorter and the chilly
weather beckons you inside, be sure you
have a good book (or two!) to fill the longer
fall evenings. Here are some new books in
the church library you might consider.

The third book in Denise Hunter's
"Riverbend Romance" series, Harvest
Moon, is now on the shelf. Main character
Gavin Robinson has been in a dark place
since the death of his young song Jesse and
the resulting dissolution of his marriage to
Laurel. Just as he was beginning to pull
himself back into the light, a tragic accident
takes the lives of two of his best friends,
leaving their 3 year old daughter Emma an
orphan. Gavin and Laurel are shocked to
learn they had been named as Emma's legal
guardians in the will. Determined to find the
best possible situation for Emma, they
struggle to put their differences aside and
work through many of the troubling issues
from their past. What they discover about
themselves will either draw them back
together or send them off in different
directions. What will be best for Emma?

Fans of Karen Kingsbury's Baxter family saga
will want to read Truly, Madly, Deeply. 
If you don't know the Baxters, they are
introduced on pages 317-320 at the 
end of the book so anyone can read 
and enjoy this story. Luke and Reagan
Baxter's 18 year old son Tommy is a 
senior in high school and busy with 
classes, football, his girlfriend

Annalee, and making plans for his future.
He feels especially blessed until Annalee is
diagnosed with cancer and his mother
adamantly opposes the career he feels
God has called him to. As he struggles to
support Annalee through her cancer
treatments and justify his career choice he
realizes claiming God, rather than blaming
Him, is the only way he can move forward.

Have you ever read a book that is so
good you either can't wait to get back to
it or you have to put it down for fear of
what will happen next? Such a book is
Sarah Sundin's Until Leaves Fall in
Paris. It is the thrilling story of two
Americans living in Paris during the
German occupation in WWII. Lucy runs a
bookstore and Paul owns a factory that
makes cars. When Paul, a widower,
brings his young daughter to story time,
a fragile relationship begins that, despite
their best efforts, grows into more.
Though both are Americans, they love
their adopted city and are determined
to stay. Unbeknownst to each other,
they are both working with the
Resistance, though in very different
ways. As the Nazi occupation progresses
it becomes clear that Lucy and Paul
must leave, but returning to America is
more difficult and dangerous than they
could ever imagine. Be sure to read the
notes at the end of the book to fully
appreciate the depth of this story.

There are also a couple of non-fiction
books to introduce this month:
        Alpha, Questions of Life, An Opportunity 
               to Explore the Meaning of Life by Nicky 
               Gumbel.

                     The Battle Belongs to the Lord, 
                          Overcoming Life's Struggles 
                                Through Worship by Joyce Meyer.

                      Just a reminder - this is the 
                     month to "fall back" into  
                       the habit of reading!

Church
Library
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October 13, 2022 Immanuel Council Summary

President John Rathmacher called the
meeting to order.
Opening devotion was shared.
The Council approved minutes from the
previous meeting.
The Council reviewed Al Hermanson’s
monthly Treasurer’s report and
approved.
Report of Boards.
Old Business: Visioning Survey Update
and Town Hall review, Congregational
Meeting approval for Oct 16 Special
Meeting, Piano Project update, Health
Insurance update for transition to LCMC
Benefits and FSA options.
New Business: New Member
recommendation for Kent and Janet
Stock, Rhys and Maggie Hermanson
family, Congregational Meeting approval
for Oct 16 Special Meeting to authorize
call committee
Next meeting: November 10?, 2022

Opening Prayer- Al Hermanson. 
Approved bills, Treasurer’s report, and
previous minutes
Project Updates: Parsonage- dining
room flooring finished, basement repair
foundation work completed, electric
work in progress; Patio Project - shade
sails ordered for church patio; Other -
chapel mini split being repaired, youth
room carpet bids accepted, looking at
options for west wall and rooms of
Immanuel’s social hall.  
Next meeting: Nov 10?, 2022.

Joint Council

 
Trustees—Oct 13

Approved previous minutes
Updates: Piano, Small Groups,
Choir, Myrtle’s Mission
Approved new members for council
review
Discussed communion cards and
made decision to re-order and keep
using them
Discussed clarity of membership
requirements in constitution and
by-laws
Next meeting: Nov 10?, 2022.

EPIC update
EPIC out night conversations
Fields of Faith review
December schedule
Mission Trip 2023?

Recap of previous events
After School Adventure: almost all
30 slots filled, good amount of
volunteers.
Families at the river, Christmas
Programs and kids singing
schedule/communication 
Other: classroom signs, painting
Sunday school hallway, room
assignments, mailing for families.
Next meeting: TBD.

Deacons—Oct 13

  
Youth Board–Aug 28

Board of Education–Oct 10



FUND BEGINNING
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING

BALANCE

Current & Mission $23,523.20 $31,160.05 $34,198.73 $20,484.52

Improvement $94,234.59 $6,257.35 $0.00 $100,491.94

Missionary Support $1,900.17 $580.00 $2,000.00 $480.17

Memorial $1,266.69 $0.00 $0.00 $1,266.69

Ministry $22,178.79 $165.00 $5,634.42 $16,709.37

Tom Johnson Local
Mission Fund  $277,778.68 $0.00 $2,500.00 $275,278.68

Questions regarding finances can be directed to treasurer
Al Hermanson, or financial secretary, Carol Lake.

Church Financials

No Offering Envelopes?
 

Scan the QR code to give a financial
gift to Immanuel securely online!  

Who needs estate planning? Every
adult who is legally competent, who
owns anything and cares about who
receives their estate at the time of
their disability or death should have
a will. In addition, estate planning is
necessary for anyone who wants to
leave a bequest for their church. 
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 Norsemen 
 Food Pantry

Located at the 
RS Middle School 
in Roland

Open Every Sunday 
from 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Appointments not necessary.
Families are to bring bags, boxes
or laundry baskets to carry food
home. Call the Roland- Story
Middle School for questions or to
donate: (515) 388-4348.

Neighborhood News

Little Free Pantry
The RS Ministerial
Association’s Little Free
Pantry is located at 510
Pennsylvania in Story
City for anyone that
needs to take food and
for those who would like
to give food to help
others in need! Find out
more about the Little
Free Pantry movement
at littlefreepantry.org.
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National Adoption Month
 

November is National Adoption Month, a
time to honor families who have opened
their hearts and homes to children and
teens. For LSI, it is a time to celebrate the
families we support through Foster Care
and Adoption services, and to raise
awareness for the hundreds of Iowa
children in need of a safe, healthy home. 

LSI Foster Care and Adoption recruits,
licenses, and supports foster and adoptive
families to ensure every Iowa child grows
up in a safe, stable environment. But more
work needs to be done. Thousands of
children in the U.S. are waiting to be
adopted from foster care into a “forever
family”. 

To learn more about supporting Iowa
children in foster care, visit
LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact Deb Whitford,
LSI Director of Philanthropy and Church
Relations, at
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or
563.676.2065. LSI is also available to
provide a customized virtual shared
ministry opportunity for your congregation.
If you would like to share the message of
LSI with your community, please visit
LSIowa.org/church-relations or contact our
Waverly office at 319.352.2630 to get
started. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love
of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. Learn more
at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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