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Fall is one of my favorite times of the year!  I love to see 
the changing colors, playing in the leaves with my 
children, and visiting the orchard.  When we go to the 
orchard, I feel like a little kid again.  I love jumping on the 
huge jumpy pillows with my kids and trying to bounce 
them so high they fall over laughing.  I love sitting on 
burlap sacks and sliding down the massive slide while 
listening to my kids giggle as we race to the bottom.  I 
love stuffing our faces with cider donuts, feeding the 
animals, and riding through the pumpkins on the hay 
rack ride.  I think the reason I love fall so much is because 
it is an excuse for me to be a kid again!

In Matthew 18:3 Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like little children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven.”  Really?  We are to become “like 
little children?”  Jesus is inviting us to return to a place of 
childlike faith.  Childlike faith is a posture, or attitude, 
towards God where we display humility, joy, a hunger for 
knowledge, and a childlike innocence.  Too often though, 
these childlike qualities can fade, and our wonderment of 
God fades with it.  Our passion in worshipping God 
becomes empty and routine.  Our hunger to know God 
more becomes dry.  Fear, worry, and sadness become 
normal emotions in our everyday life.  Nevertheless, this 
childlike wonderment can be found, reawakened, and 
lived to the fullest! 

As we enter into this holiday season, I invite you to 
deepen your relationship with God by practicing child-like 
faith!  Seek out joy every day and embrace it as a gift 
from God.  Ask God the question “why” over and over 
again (like a child) and wait for His response.  Listen to 
those songs about Jesus that you grew up with and 
remember why they are meaningful to you.  Lastly, I 
invite you to play in God’s creation-go play in a leaf pile, 
and as you do, thank God for his beautiful creation! 

Allison Potratz

7:30-9:30 10/24? 
Or 10/25
8-9 P,M, 10/26
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Our Mission
Building Strong Relationships in Christ,  

And Making Him Known to All.

Immanuel is a member of

 

We’re updating the newsletter layout by revamping 
and adding articles to make our newsletters more 
informative and pleasing to read! You’ll find changes 
monthly as we adjust the design and content. Please 
be patient while we try new things, and let us know 
how we’re doing at office@immanuelstorycity.org. 
Thanks for reading The Immanuel Informer!

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org
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November 2020
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 Daylight Saving Time Ends 2 3        Election Day 4 5 6 7
Communion & All Saints

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast 
(KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday School & 
Adult Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

6:00 P.M. EPICstorycity 8 A.M. Men of Immanuel

8 9 10 11        Veterans Day 12 13 14
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast 
(KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday School & 
Adult Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 6:00 P.M. EPICstorycity 6:30 P.M. Trustees
7:00 P.M. Deacons
8:15 P.M. Council

8 A.M. Men of Immanuel
9 A.M. LCMC Iowa District 
Annual Gathering at 
Riverside Bible Camp

15 16 17 18 19 20    21
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast 
(KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday School & 
Adult Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

9 A.M. Staff Meeting
2 P.M. Women’s Monthly 
Bible Study

6:00 P.M. EPICstorycity 9:30 A.M. R-S Ministerial 
Meeting at Bible Faith

8 A.M. Men of Immanuel

22 23 24 25 26     Thanksgiving Day 27 28
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast 
(KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday School & 
Adult Education
10:45 A.M. Worship
7:00 P.M. Thanksgiving 
Service at Harvest E-Free

9 A.M. Staff Meeting Church Office Closed Church Office Closed 8 A.M. Men of Immanuel

29   1st Sunday of Advent 30
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast 
(KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday School & 
Adult Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

11/1: Kathy Thompson                   11/3: Linda Cooper, Jenessa Haskin, 
Steve Olson, Amy Rathmacher, Ardis Skartvedt, Kendall Wakefield
11/5: Mike Mullenbach, Don Olson     11/6: Tyler Whipple                        
11/7: Theresa Haskin        11/10: Cassidy Jensen    11/11: Ruby Olson
11/12: Wendy Whitaker    11/13: Curtiss Ostrem, Matt Sporleder
11/16: Paula Voga              11/17: Shane Potratz, Steve Schlatter
11/19: Cindy Blomberg, Terry Greenfield
11/21: Margaret Thompson (100th!!!)      11/22: John Johnson
11/24: Linda Graber, Jaden Reinert, Dennis Soderstrum
11/25: Justin Hanson, Shelli Hassebrock, Ryan Lykins
11/26: Ronette Schlatter, Dave Sweet
11/27: Willard Oppedal
11/28: Dylan Matheason, Kim Sporleder, Marilyn Whipple

11/10: Jim & Kathy Hovick
11/15: Peter & Janet Hermanson
11/16: Danny & Ronda Leerar
11/18: Jim & Gloria Oberender
11/22: Larry & Donna Kallem
11/23: Ben & Rachel Winecoff
11/29: Kyle & Amy Holmgren



If you are visiting us in person, please know:

Broadcast

Inclement weather policy

Covid protocol

Volunteers
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September 
Worship 

Attendance:
September 6

8:00-24    10:30-57
September 13

8:30-24   10:45-53
September 20

8:30-33   10:45-43
September 27

8:30-36   10:45-77

Average Sunday 
Attendance: 87

October 
Pastoral Acts:

October 24
Confirmation of our 

ninth graders:

Ali Charlson

Christian Chelsvig

Elizabeth Ihle

Amelia Schaufenbuel

Elly Thompson

Gabriella Wakefield

We are always looking for 
more people to volunteer for 
worship, either behind the 
scenes or directly interacting 
with the congregation. Here 
are a few ways you can help: 
sound/video tech, musician, 
banner/paraments, 
usher/greeter, communion 
preparation, reader.

Contact the church office for 
questions or to sign up!

Sunday, November 1



10.24: 1-5:30-6:30 P,M.

Christmas Eve 2020
Due to ongoing concerns around the COVID-19 Pandemic, we’re adjusting our Christmas Eve Schedule 
and asking for feedback from our congregation to help us plan or adjust plans if necessary. Due to our 
limited capacity with Social Distancing, we are asking which service (if any) you would likely attend and 
how many would be in your family unit (i.e. sitting together). Your response to this survey will help us to plan 
for the safest Christmas Eve experience that we can for our Congregation and also for our guests from the 
community that often worship with us at Christmas.

Should any of the services look to be in high demand, 
we will consider adding a 4th Service or doing an 
RSVP system if needed. Your timely feedback is 
very important as we may need to adjust plans! 
Thank you for your time, your response, and 
any other feedback that you would like to offer. 
 (Questions can be emailed directly to the church office)

Christmas Eve 
Worship Schedule

Thursday, December 24

3:30 P.M. Service
(masks required, social distancing,  

no congregational singing, special music only, 
no candle lighting)

5:30 P.M. Service
(masks recommended, social distancing, 

limited congregational singing, 
candlelight service)

8:00 P.M. Service
(masks recommended, social distancing, 

limited congregational singing, 
Holy Communion, candlelight service)

Congregational Survey
Please return this survey (either a verbal or written response) to 

the church office before November 10th.

Put a checkmark or color in your responses.

Do you plan to attend in person, online, or not at all?

  In Person            Online                    Not at all

If you plan to attend in person, which service are you 
most likely to attend? (See the Worship Schedule to the left)

   3:30 P.M.                5:30 P.M.                  8:00 P.M.

How many in your family unit will be sitting together?

____________ (your closest estimation is appreciated)

Thank you for your input on our Christmas Eve plans!

Return to the church office (604 Lafayette Ave, Story City) 
or via email: office@immanuelstorycity.org
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Angel Gift Tree
Help support local Roland-Story children and families in need 
this Christmas by taking a tag from our Angel Gift Tree! Tags 
will be on display in the narthex the week before Thanksgiving.

Don’t want to shop? Bring in monetary donations to the church 
office (checks made out to Immanuel) and we’ll do the shopping for you!

Gifts are due back to the Immanuel Church Office 
by Monday, December 7th.

                                                  The Saints Peter and Paul Knights      
                                                of Columbus Council will once more
                                                    be teaming up with Affordables in 
                                                       Story City to provide winter coats 
                                                    for those who might not otherwise 
                                                        afford a warm coat this winter. 
Last year there was a shortage of coats for children. In order 
that no child be without a coat, we are asking for your help! If 
you have a gently used winter coat for children or teens, please 
take them to Affordables in Story City. Jesus reminds us that 
whenever we feed or clothe one of our brothers or sisters, we are 
feeding and clothing Him. Please prayerfully consider how you 
can assist the clothing of these little ones!

Christmas Luncheon
                                  Saturday, December 5

                                                 
                                                           We are praying for guidance in 
                                                    holding a Christmas Luncheon this
                                         year. It will certainly look differently from 
                                      our previous years' events. We have just 
begun conversations on how we should proceed, but most 
seem in agreement that we need to hold some kind of event. 
If we proceed with an event, it will be held on Saturday, 
December 5. Any ideas or suggestions are welcome. Please direct 
ideas to jlchristian@hotmail.com.

Here is our plan for Christmas Eve Worship 
(Thursday, December 24):

3:30 P.M. (masks required, social distancing, no candles, 
limited singing, special music)

5:30 P.M. (masks recommended, social distancing, limited 
congregational singing, special music, candlelight service)

8:00 P.M. (same as 5:30 P.M. service, Holy Communion) 

Advent Sermon Series 

This Advent, THERE IS HOPE. 

2020 has been a year full of unexpected 
challenges, grief, and pain. These realities affect 
our world, our country, our health, our families, 
our churches, and our souls - and if you are like 
many people, you might have been feeling 
down, depressed, or simply hopeless.

In times like this, our faith is vital for our lives to 
have joy, meaning, and sustained diligence in 
the face of the storm. It is good for us to 
remember that no challenge exists that is 
beyond the capabilities of God to address and 
bring life to.

For our Advent series this year, we feel strongly 
that Jesus wants to remind us of the Hope that 
exists in His Perfect Love and promises. Each 
week of Advent will shine light into our current 
cultural challenges of hopelessness, chaos, 
pain, and hatred. God’s will for us is so much 
better than what our world is offering. There is 
HOPE in the midst of all of these things, and 
we find a profound reminder of that hope in 
events leading to and surrounding the birth 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Join us this Advent to be refreshed and 
reminded that the Hope of the World came 
to us as a baby in a manger. Remember the 
story, rediscover the hope, and let your life 
be uplifted and renewed. 

Pastor Andrew

6
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Inclement weather

COVID protocol

All saints

All Saints’ Sunday, November 1
We remember loved ones who have gone before us. 

Let us especially memorialize those who have 
departed from us since last All Saints’ Sunday:

Marj Stensland
Ruby Fjelland
Alvina Olson

Pauline Sampson
Karl Ostrem

Laurine Anderson
Kathy Ose

Jackie Skaar

For all the saints who’ve lived and died in Christian faith 
and set us an example to follow, we give you thanks, O God.
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Adult class 
moved to 
9:45 am 
and 
Sunday 
school at 
9:45

LCMC iowa district annual 
gathering

https://www.iowalcmc.org/
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To my dear Immanuel friends: Many thanks for the notes, 
letters and gifts you have sent upon my retirement as 
your organist.  I deeply appreciate your kind comments.  
About 70 years ago, the little Methodist church my family 
attended bought a Hammond organ.  The choir director 
said to me, a 12 year old punk, "of course you can play 
it...it's just like a piano!!”  And sure enough, it was!!  Who 
could have guessed that in the following years, I would 
serve three Lutheran congregations.  And it's been a 
totally joyous journey!!  Thanks for the trip!! 

Emily Anderson

Dear Friends at Immanuel,
 
It was such a blessing to be able to worship with you last 
month and to be able to connect with a few you after the 
church services.  You all play such a big role in helping us 
serve in Spain!  And you’ve been so supportive of our time 
here in the states while we get some answers to Paula’s 
health issues before heading back to Spain.
 
In this month of Thanksgiving, Paula and I want you to 
know how thankful we are for how you pray, give, and 
encourage us as your missionaries!  We are excited to 
“partner with you in the gospel” so that Spaniards may 
come to know Jesus and experience His great salvation!  
Until the Whole World Knows HIM!  

Tim and Paula Tjernagel

We had a wonderful class on October 18! 10 people 
came to dig deeper into their understanding of how 
God has created and gifted each of us in unique and 
valuable ways. If you have any interest in taking this 
class or doing some similar expiration, Pastors Andrew 
and Allison would love to talk with you!  

9



Our 9th graders celebrated their Confirmation 
on Saturday, October 24 with family and friends 
present. They affirmed their faith and shared 
Holy Communion together.

EPIC is rolling! In October, we studied Jesus’ Birth, the Reformation, and 
we had an extended time of prayer and worship where we heard a 
testimony of how God continues to grow our faith beyond Middle 
School and Confirmation. This month we’re digging more into Jesus’ life 
and ministry! Here are some upcoming EPIC dates to keep in mind:

November 4 - Lesson Night: The Story Ch 23
November 11 - Lesson Night: The Story Ch 24-25
November 18 - Guest Missionary Kelsey Grulke will be with us!
November 25 - OFF for Thanksgiving
December 2 - Lesson Night - The Story Ch 26-27Update

Pictured (clockwise): Pastor Kurt Jensen, Elizabeth Ihle, Ali 
Charlson, Elly Thompson, Pastor Andrew Potratz, Christian 
Chelsvig, Gabriella Wakefield, Amelia Schaufenbuel

Pictures by Susan Kinyon

We know not everyone was                                                             
able to come to the special                                             
service, but we’ve recorded it!                                               
We invite you to watch the                                   
service on our website! 
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For more information about Immanuel’s 
Sunday School Program or to sign up to be 
a teacher, contact Jaynee Christian at 
jlchristian@hotmail.com.

November Birthdays

 November 3: Kendall Wakefield 

 November 10:  Cassidy Jensen

 November 24:  Jaden Reinert

Sunday School is going well. It is so good to 
have smiling faces in our classrooms. 
We appreciate all that the teachers are
doing to spread God's Word through 
scripture and stories. Everyone has 
been very diligent and respectful of
the mandates that are in place. It is a 
hard and trying time for everyone. 
 
Sunday School for the Kingdom
Kids and Young Disciples begins 
at 9:45 A.M. and ends at 10:30 A.M. 
This allows for any teachers attending
the 8:30 A.M. service time to prepare 
their classroom. If students arrive early, they are most welcome to 
be in their classroom.  We just ask that they are not wandering the 
hallways. *Adult Education has been moved to 9:45 A.M. to match the 
Sunday School schedule. Sorry about the confusion on time!

                                                
                                       The Board of Education has been praying 
                                       about Sunday School and how we can 
                                       continue with our traditions. They have 
                                       decided to put together a video for our                           
                                       Christmas Program. Each class will be involved 
                                       and the Kindergarten Class will get to 
                                       recreate the Nativity Scene. 

                                       The video will be shared on our website and  
                                       during a worship service in December.  

For our Fall Mission Project, the 
Sunday School is collecting items for 
Loaves and Fishes and the 
Norsemen Food Pantry. Items will 
be collected through the month of 
November. Please have your child 
bring items to Sunday School or 
drop off at the church office. 

In addition to food items, personal 
care items are also needed 
(deodorant, soap, shampoo, kleenex, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, paper 
towels, feminine hygiene products, 
and toilet paper). 

Thank you for any donation that 
you can provide, whether it’s a can 
of soup or a box of Jell-O. 

We appreciate your generosity.
11
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Most of the beauty of fall is behind us now. The gusty 
winds have brought down many of the leaves and the 
shorter days and colder nights bring us inside much 
earlier. Walks are brisker and perhaps not as long, but 
certainly invigorating. Just as our physical lives reflect the 
changes in the seasons, our spiritual lives need to give 
witness to the growth and changes God brings to our 
hearts. He’s never finished with us! Let the resources our 
library has to offer nurture your spiritual journey.

If you enjoy inspirational romance you will want to read 
Tracie Peterson’s Secrets of My Heart, the first book in her 
“Willamette Brides” series. Set in Portland, Oregon in the 
late 1870’s, recently widowed Nancy Pritchard is 
struggling to put the pieces of her life back together. 
Having given up her independence to a loveless marriage 
of convenience, she assumed her seemingly successful 
husband had left her adequately situated. When she 
discovers that is not the case, she is faced with the 
dilemma of keeping her household afloat while solving 
the mystery of her husband’s shady business deals. She’s 
not along in her investigation however, as a former friend, 
Seth Carpenter, has returned to Portland as a lawyer, 
while working undercover for the government which is 
also checking up on Nancy’s husband. As Seth’s feelings 
for Nancy grow, he fears revealing his true purpose for 
being there will hurt the tender relationship that has 
developed between them. After having been betrayed by 
her husband, can Nancy’s heart handle another setback, 
or is her faith strong enough to see Seth’s honest 
intentions and true feelings for her?

Becoming Mrs. Lewis by Patti Callahan is historical fiction 
at its best. This is the beautiful yet sometimes 
heart-wrenching love story of well-known author C.S. 
Lewis and Joy Davidman Gresham. What began for Joy as 
a spiritual quest for anwers, slowly and tenderly evolved 
into a loving relationship that eventually led to her 
marriage to Mr. Lewis. Along the way she struggles 
through a bitter divorce, moves herself and her two young 
songs from America to England, battles insidious health 
issues, and writes the most beautiful, poignant poetry. 
Ms. Callahan writes with the same caliber prose that her 
characters are known for. This is not a book to be hurried 
through, but rather to savor and enjoy each page.

New NonFiction:

Broken Spirit to Boundless Joy, “How to Break 
Through Your Hurts and Take Back Your Life” by Kathy 
Bates. Based on a true story, Bates shares the good 
news of hope and healing to be found in the life God has 
planned specifically for you.

You! A Christian Girl’s Guide to Growing Up, a 
“faiThGirLz!” book by Nancy Rue. Answers questions in a 
fun, informative way about the changes young girls face 
when growing up.

New CD’s/DVD’s:

“Indescribable”, based on the true story behind the 
classic Christian hymn, “The Love of God.”

“Unconditional”, a film of hope and faith based on a true 
story. “It’s not a dead end if it takes you somewhere you 
needed to go.”

Open during Office Hours 

and Sunday mornings

The Little Free Library is a resource for anyone in the 
community, accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

 "Need a book, Take a book, 

Read a book, Leave a book." 

You are welcome to leave any books you no longer read 
or use in the church library as well. We highly encourage 
donations of Christian books and children's books.

Little Free 

Library

Located right 

outside the front 

NW church doors
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Summary of October 8, 2020 Immanuel 
Council Meeting

Joint Council (in-person and by Zoom)
·  President John Rathmacher called the meeting to order.
·  Opening prayer: John Rathmacher.
·  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.
·  Report of Boards.
·  Old Business: Mutual Ministry update (Exec Team and 
Board chairs): reviewed pastors’ objectives for past and 
current school year; new salary package for Milianna, 
adding music roles.
· New Business: LCMC Annual Gathering Report; Renewed 
Portico benefits for pastors; discussed church activities 
including Confirmation and Christmas Eve.
·  Next meeting: November 12 (in person and by Zoom)

Deacons—Oct 8 in person & Zoom
·  RScityserve looking for local projects; Deacons will make 
funds available for qualifying projects.
·  Discussed Christmas Eve services.
·  Gifts discovery class to be held on October 18th from 
noon to 3:00.
·  Pray for Our Nation event at Salem on Oct 17; 
Thanksgiving service on Sunday Nov 22 at 7 pm at Harvest 
EFree and livestreamed--Pastor Kurt preaching
·  Next meeting: Nov 12 (in person and by Zoom)

Trustees—Oct 8
·  Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian
·  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
·  Project Updates: planned lobby ceiling tile repair; new 
trees to be planted; new signboard installed; tuckpointing, 
patio, and other projects waiting for contractors’ 
schedules.
·  Prayer room being finished.
·  Next meeting: Oct 8

Youth Board
·  Planning youth Christmas party
·  Exploring 2021 Mission Trip and possible youth 
conference.

Board of Education—Oct 8
·  In-person Sunday School going well (masks required);  at 
home materials also being delivered.
·  Fall mission project: food pantry collection.
·  Planning Christmas program to be recorded.
·  Next meeting: TBD

Trees have been 
planted by the church 
parking lots. Thank you 
to those who donated 
to this project!

Our tuckpointers are 
hard at work refreshing 
the mortar and 
repairing the brick and 
stone of our sanctuary 
from 1918! They will 
also paint the wooden 
louvers, giving the 
towers a fresh look. 
This project was 
approved two years 
ago; it will cost around 
$40,000, which will 
nearly deplete our 
Improvement Fund. 
Thank you for your 
generous support for 
this and future projects 
to sustain our buildings 
and ministry for 
generations to come!
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From the IMMANUEL ENDOWMENT FUND

Planned Giving is NOT 
Just for the Wealthy
Many of us see the term “Planned 
Giving” and think this is something 
that only wealthy people can do. 
This is not true. Anyone can plan to 
give a gift to their church in their 
will and the Endowment Fund of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church accepts 
both large and small gifts. We 
believe that everyone should have 
a written estate plan and 
encourage you to consider giving to 
the future of our church.

As a Christian, we need to be good 
stewards of that which God has 
provided to us. Immanuel Lutheran 
has set up an Endowment Fund as 
a way for you to say that you 
believe in the future of our church. 
You can continue your current 
giving level after death, give to 
scholarships, or local/ global 
missions. You can also give to 
property maintenance or specific 
church programs. We can meet 
with you to discuss your vision for 
how you would like to support 
ministry through your will.

 

Financial Report – September 2020

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING 

BALANCE

Current & 
Mission 65,143.40 24,740.33 27,837.76 62,045.97

Improvement 39,859.13 1,520.00 131.03 41,248.10

Missionary 
Support 6,190.17 1,150.00 1,875.00 5,465.17

Memorial 1,661.69 75.00 0.00 1,736.69

Ministry 1,943.68 130.00 18.41 2,055.27

No Offering Envelopes?

Scan the QR code to give a 
financial gift to Immanuel 
securely online!

Questions regarding 
Immanuel’s funds 
and finances can be 
directed to treasurer 
Al Hermanson, or 
financial secretary, 
Carol Lake.
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Thursdays 6:30-8 P.M. at Harvest E-Free. 
Celebrate Recovery is a biblical and 
balanced program that helps us 
overcome our hurts, hang-ups, and 
habits. It is based on the actual words 
and teachings of Jesus. Questions? 
Contact Pastor Steve Frykholm 
(steve@harvestefree.org).

Meets the 2nd & 4th Thursday of each 
month during the school year, from 
9:15-11 A.M. at Harvest E-Free (Nov. 12 & 
Dec. 10 are the final meetings for 2020).

Are you a mom of young children? Would 
you like to connect with other moms? 
Join us for MOPs and meet other women 
who are in the same life phase as you. 
For questions, contact Anjuleah Knutson 
at anjknutson@gmail.com or 
719-351-6899.

November is National Adoption Month, 
a time to honor families who have 
opened their hearts and homes to 
children in need. For LSI, it is a time to 
celebrate the families we support 
through Foster Care and Adoption, and 
to raise awareness for the hundreds of 
Iowa children in need of a safe, loving 
home. 

In 30 counties across western Iowa, LSI 
Foster Care and Adoption recruits, 
licenses, and supports foster and 
adoptive families to ensure every Iowa 
child grows up in a safe, stable 
environment.  

But more work needs to be done. 
According to the most recent federal 
data, more than 100,000 children in the 
U.S. are waiting to be adopted from 
foster care, and thousands of teens age 
out of foster care every year without a 
permanent family. To learn more about 
supporting Iowa children in foster care, 
visit LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact Deb 
Whitford, LSI’s director of philanthropy 
and church relations, at 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 
563.676.2065.

“THERE IS HOPE”  

As a young child growing up in multiple 
foster homes, Abby dreamed of a 
forever family. When she moved in 
with foster parents Joe and Dee, Abby 
knew she’d found the perfect family for 
her. Joe and Dee had already adopted 
two of their sons by the time Abby 
entered the family, and the children 
immediately bonded. When Abby was 
no longer able to reunify with her birth 

Reverse 
Trick-or-Treat

St. Petri Lutheran (804 Grand 
Ave. Story City) will be hosting a 
reverse trick-or-treat 
drive-through on Saturday, 
October 31 from 3 to 4 p.m. 
in the church parking lot.  

This reverse trick-or-treat 
event will be collecting items 
for Loaves & Fishes and the 
Middle School food pantry. 
You drive through the church 
parking lot (enter from Grand Ave.) 
and members of St. Petri will 
be available to collect your 
donations for the food 
pantries. You can make your 
donations contactless by 
putting them in your trunk for 
folks to grab. 

Donations can include:
● canned goods (vegetables, fruit, 

canned tuna or chicken)
●boxes of pasta, cereal, jello, 

pudding, cake/cookie mixes,  
and frosting

●personal hygiene items 
(deodorant, bar soap, hand soap, 
shampoo, toothpaste, kleenex, 
toothbrushes, and toilet paper)

Feel free to wear a costume, 
but a mask will be required!
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family, Joe and Dee decided to adopt 
her into their family.

“The kids bless our lives,” Joe says. “I 
wish people knew what kind of family 
you can have through foster care and 
adoption, and how much love these 
kids have to offer.” 

Abby is now a 17-year-old preparing to 
graduate high school in the spring. She 
has found a forever family that 
encourages her to pursue her passions 
and with the support of her parents 
and siblings, Abby has found success 
as a high school wrestler, earning top 
awards and titles throughout her high 
school years. 

Since being adopted into Joe and Dee’s 
family, Abby has openly shared her 
story at National Adoption Month 
events in her community. She wants to 
raise awareness about foster care and 
adoption across Iowa, inspire families 
to become foster and adoptive parents, 
and she hopes her story can inspire 
other kids looking for the same loving 
support system she has. 

“To other kids out there in my situation, 
there is hope,” Abby says. “You will find 
the perfect family that will give you all 
their love and care for you, no matter 
what.” 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to 
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 
service. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 
www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

OUR VISION
To see our city strengthened and transformed 
by serving and blessing one another with no 

strings attached in the name of Christ.

OUR MISSION
To act as the hands and feet of Jesus as we 

identify and fulfill the needs of our city’s people 
and organizations.

OUR WORK
We work to identify needs within the 

Roland-Story School District, to connect those 
needs with compassion and resources, and to 

build relationships with those in our community 
who need them the most.

MEETING NEEDS WITH 
COMPASSION IN THE 
ROLAND AND STORY 

CITY AREAS

Whether you need help 
directly or you would like to 
help--you can submit your 
needs and support and find 
out more about what we’re 
doing at R-S CityServe on 
Facebook and online at 
http://rscityserve.org/. 

Help us bless others and 
show God’s love in action!

Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service
Sunday, November 22

7 P.M. at Harvest E-Free, Story City
(Live-streamed from Harvest’s Facebook page)

Join us as we gather together as a 
community for Thanksgiving Worship!

Little Free Pantry
The Roland-Story Ministerial Associations’ Little Free Pantry 
is located at 510 Pennsylvania in Story City for anyone that 
needs to take food and for those who would like to give food 
to help others in need! Find out more about the Little Free 
Pantry movement at www.littlefreepantry.org.

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank of Iowa and 
our local chapter of Kiwanis International, offers non-perishable food 
items, frozen food, dairy products and produce, and a variety of 
paper products and cleaning supplies to families in our district who 
need assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, boxes or laundry baskets to 

carry food home (some boxes will be available). To make a donation to the Norsemen 
Food Pantry or ask questions, call Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.
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CHURCH STAFF Chris Dahl Deployed Pastor to Riverside
chris@riversidelbc.org

Allison Potratz Pastoral Intern
allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Jeff Baker Custodian

Pastor Kurt Jensen
kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org

Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Milianna Carlson Office Secretary
office@immanuelstorycity.org

Carol Lake Financial Secretary
accounting@immanuelstorycity.org

Church Council
council@immanuelstorycity.org

SOCIAL MEDIA

      Facebook
        ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity

YouTube
 Immanuel Lutheran Story City

  Apple Podcasts
  Immanuel Lutheran Church,
  Story City, IA

ONLINE SERVICES

Watch worship services LIVE on Facebook, view/listen to archived 
messages on our website, iTunes podcast, or YouTube channel.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Story City, Iowa
Permit No. 44 604 LAFAYETTE AVENUE

 STORY CITY, IOWA 50248

with Immanuel Lutheran Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI, 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship (Traditional)
9:45 A.M. Adult Education & Sunday School
10:45 A.M. Worship (Contemporary)

CONTACT
        604 Lafayette Avenue
        Story City, Iowa 50248

        515-733-4972
        515-733-4070 (fax)

        office@immanuelstorycity.org
        www.immanuelstorycity.org

        Church Office Hours:
        Monday - Friday 9 A.M. to Noon

        Find our Online Directory and 
        other resources on our website
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