
             Romans: 
Unfinished 

                           Beginning on May 30, we will move 
to our summer worship schedule, with one 
combined service at 9:30. We plan to hold worship 
outdoors once a month when the weather is 
favorable; in August we plan to worship together at 
Riverside under the big tent they will be using for 
chapel. More details to follow when they come 
together!

For most of this school year, we have been journeying 
together through Paul’s letter to the Christians in 
Rome. Romans contains some of Paul’s deepest and 
clearest thoughts on God’s righteousness, Law and 
Gospel, the Holy Spirit, the role of suffering in our 
lives, and our source of hope. Reading through 
Romans is like listening to a symphony. Paul weaves 
different themes about the good news of Jesus Christ 
through the whole letter. The Bible Project points out 
that Romans has 4 sections that develop different 
themes. 

Chapters 1-4 declare that The Gospel Reveals God’s 
Righteousness. In Jesus, God has been faithful to his 
promise to save the whole world. He’s created a new 
family of believers that includes both Jews and 
Gentiles.

Chapters 5-8 assert that The Gospel Creates a New 
Humanity. God has dealt with sin by redeeming 
people from its slavery, just like He brought the 
Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.

Continued on page 2
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We’re updating the newsletter layout by revamping 
and adding articles to make our newsletters more 
informative and pleasing to read! You’ll find changes 
monthly as we adjust the design and content. Please 
be patient while we try new things, and let us know 
how we’re doing at office@immanuelstorycity.org. 
Thanks for reading The Immanuel Informer!

Immanuel’s In Person 
Worship Precautions 

at this time:

                     Face masks or coverings are 
                   required for our 8:30 A.M. 
worship service, as well as when you enter 
and exit the sanctuary during any of our 
services. Disposable and reusable masks 
are available as you enter the building.

                     Hand sanitizer is available in 
                   multiple areas of the church. 
                   We use a variety of cleaning 
                   supplies to disinfect pews, 
handles and railing in between services.

                      We are still observing “social 
                      distancing” in the narthex 
and in the sanctuary by rotating pews that 
are used for services. We ask that family 
groups space themselves apart from 
others. Though we don’t recommend 
hugging or hand-shaking at this time, we 
do encourage elbow bumps and air hugs!  

Our Mission
Building Strong Relationships in Christ,  

And Making Him Known to All.

 

Sundays
8:30 & 10:45 A.M.

Wednesdays during Lent
6:30 P.M.

The Immanuel Church Council is 
relaxing our COVID-19 worship 
protocol as we turn a new corner in 
this pandemic. Please take note 
that these guidelines and protocol 
may change as we continue to 
adapt. Thank you for your prayers, 
patience, and understanding as we 
make these decisions!

For In-Person Worship

See the plan on page 2!

Symphony

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


Attendance
MARCH 3

(Wednesday Lent Service)-65
MARCH 7

8:30-46   10:45-40
MARCH 10

(Wednesday Lent Service)-65
MARCH 14

8:30-27   10:45-56
MARCH 17

(Wednesday Lent Service)-45
MARCH 21

8:30-54  10:45-44
MARCH 24

(Wednesday Lent Service)-61
MARCH 28 (Palm Sunday)

8:30-67  10:45-52

Average Sunday 
Attendance: 97

APRIL 20: 
Borghild Gisselquist, 
wife of C.A. Gisselquist 

(who served as pastor 
here at Immanuel from 

1968-1979)

JANUARY 27: 
Merle Frette
JANUARY 30: 

Steve Johnson
FEBRUARY 1:

Patricia Larson

Danni Jean Whipple, 
daughter of Trent & Tosha 

Whipple, born October 8, 2020.
Sponsors: Brian & Caryn Watson 

and AJ & Amber Christian

JANUARY 24: 
Grayson John Nordeen, 

son of Kyle & Ashley Nordeen, 
born December 3, 2020.

Sponsors: Mike & Jamie Nordeen and 
Doug & Briana Goodenbour

Dear Immanuel Family: Thank you for your 
   prayers, cards, flowers, and memorials in 
     memory of our husband, father and 
       grandfather, Steve Johnson. 

       Pastor Kurt, thank you for your talk and 
      prayers with Steve in the hospital, and 
    words of comfort to us since his death.  
  Immanuel’s love and support is lifting us.

Marci Johnson

● Grab a nametag (narthex) if you’d like one.

● Tables & chairs have been returned to the narthex for chit chat! 
You’re invited to join us after worship for coffee in the Social Hall!

● Hymnals are back in the pews, but no bulletins or offering plates
  will be passed during worship.

● Pews remain blocked off to maintain social distance and are 
switched between services.

● The nursery is open (not staffed). Livestreaming services are not 
available in the nursery.

● Feeling unwell? Please stay home. Thank you!

For In-Person Worship

● Masks are not required at worship, 
but we ask you wear one when 
entering & exiting the sanctuary or 
interacting with others. Disposable & 
reusable masks are available in the 
narthex, along with hand sanitizer.

APRIL 25:
Tucker Christian 

Hammes and Waylon 
Joseph Hammes, sons 
of Ben & Morgan (Voga) 

Hammes, born 
December 14, 2020. 

Sponsors: Colton Voga, Zebulon 
& Lindsey Hammes

Continued from page 1

Chapters 9-11 point out that 
The Gospel Fulfills God’s 
Promise to Israel. Paul asks: 
Why haven’t the Israelites
believed in Jesus the Messiah?
It is so the whole world can be saved, including Gentiles and Jews.

Chapters 12-16 explain how The Gospel Unifies the Church. Paul 
talks about how we are to live in this new community that the gospel 
creates. 

Those are the 4 movements in this symphony. We’ll finish our 
sermon series on Romans this month. Of course, music only comes 
alive when it is played. Now it is up to us to perform the music, 
following our conductor, Jesus Christ, and filled with the powerful 
breath of the Holy Spirit. What part does God have for you to play in 
this ongoing, unfinished symphony? 

Pastor Kurt

https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/20855948/Borghild-Eleanora-Gisselquist/Minneapolis/Minnesota/Gill-Brothers-Funeral-Home-and-Cremation-Services
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/20855948/Borghild-Eleanora-Gisselquist/Minneapolis/Minnesota/Gill-Brothers-Funeral-Home-and-Cremation-Services
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/20855948/Borghild-Eleanora-Gisselquist/Minneapolis/Minnesota/Gill-Brothers-Funeral-Home-and-Cremation-Services
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/20855948/Borghild-Eleanora-Gisselquist/Minneapolis/Minnesota/Gill-Brothers-Funeral-Home-and-Cremation-Services
https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/20855948/Borghild-Eleanora-Gisselquist/Minneapolis/Minnesota/Gill-Brothers-Funeral-Home-and-Cremation-Services
http://immanuelstorycity.org/worship/sermon-series


calendar

Events

Birthdays and anniversaries

Church hours for thanksgiving

Daylight savings

November holidays

All saints

Church secretaryslide

 

12/22: Al & Karen Hermanson
12/28: Chuck & Emily Anderson

                                                                       12/3: Diane Swenson; 12/5: Nadine Beck, Fran Christian, David Hanson;  
                                                                       12/6: Katie Brouwer, Hunter Hill, Paul Voga; 12/7: LaVerne Pierce, Laurie 
                                                                       Thompson; 12/8: Chuck Carlson, Tess Leeman; 12/9: May Loots; 12/10: Larry  
                                                                       Fuhrman; 12/11: Emma Martin; 12/12: Mike Billings, Judy Hill; 12/13: Diane 
                                                                       Christian, Tim Marienau, Leah Oppedal; 
12/14: Katrina Mader, Steve Skartvedt; 12/16: Duane hassebrock, 
Andrew johnson; 12/17: Janet Oppedal; 12/19: Donna Kallem, Jason
Thompson; 12/20: Jim Hovick, Rachel Isebrand, Sophia Smith;
12/21: Ashlee Mullenbach, Braden Richardson, Solvay Twedt, Susan 
Twedt; 12/23: Kane Hassebrock, Brooke Lynn Mader; 12/25: Carol 
Sherman; 12/27: Chuck Anderson, Nicole Engelhardt, John Nordeen; 
12/28: Jace Mensen; 12/29: Adelyn Valen; 12/31: Janet Hermanson

Birthday

Wedding Anniversary

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE:
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

Communion
EPIC and lenten 
worship
Spring forward
First day of spring
Spring break
Newsletter
Heart to heart on 
13th
Womens bible 
study
Easter Lilies?
Holy Week 
Schedule
Easter Morning 
Schedule
VBS
Riverside events

https://www.remove.bg/

Articles, pictures, & announcements 
are due to the church office on

the 20th of each month.

April fools day
Good Friday
Easter
Other 
holidays?
Spring work 
day on april 9

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

11 A.M.
Confirmation 
Service

2 Communion 3 4
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

5
6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

6 7 8
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

9  
10:45 A.M. 
Sunday School 
kids sing

10 11
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

12
6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

13
6:30 P.M. 
Deacons
7:00 P.M.
Trustees
8:15 P.M.
Church Council

14 15
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

10 A.M.-7 P.M.
Social Hall 
reserved

16 17 18
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

2 P.M.
Women’s 
Monthly Bible 
Study

19
6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

20 21 22
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

23 Graduation 24 25
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

26 27 28 29
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

30 31

A reminder that on 

Sunday, May 30th, we 

begin our Summer 

Worship Schedule with 

one service at 9:30 A.M.!



5/1: Erik “Teddy” Christian, Brenda Whipple
5/2: Martha Voga            
5/3: Collin Brouwer
5/4: Julie Schrader
5/5: Ruby Gabrielson, Finley Oberender
5/8: Andrew Schlatter, Cole Schrader
5/9: Doug Ostrem
5/11: Susan Kinyon
5/12: Tina Lykins, Bobby Martin
5/13: Mary Ruppel
5/14: Doug Mechaelsen
5/15: Mark Amundson, Lori Ostrem
5/16: Mya Behanish
5/17: Jaxon McCoy, Sandra Munson, Brian Wakefield
5/18: Gilbert Christian, Greg Sindt
5/19: Mya Oberender, Charlie Severson
5/20: Brenda Meier
5/24: Nate Horman
5/25: Jessica Haskin, Julie Skaar
5/26: Shirley Frette, Ellen Hougland
5/27: Colby Gray, Sara Leto, Henry Severson
5/28: Mike Isebrand
5/29: Dorothy Dahnke, Amanda Isebrands, Brad Skaar
5/30: Eleanor Munsen
5/31: Frank Baedke, Rhonda Hansen, 
          Carol Jewel

Broadcast

Inclement weather policy

Covid protocol

Volunteers
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November
Pastoral Acts:

If we’re missing your anniversary or 

birthday, please let us know so that we 

can celebrate your day!

5/7: Kevin & Stephanie Amundson
5/8: Roger & Lois Oakland
5/17: Steve & Ronette Schlatter, Grant 
& Laura Severson, Brian & Melanie 
Wakefield, Trent & Tosha Whipple
5/20: Paul & Debra Gallagher
5/29: Eugene & Jessica Reinert



Contact the church office (or submit online) 
with your prayer needs (or praises!), 

which are only shared with our pastors.

Sunday, May 2

May 2: Faithful Through Failure   
May 9: How to Read Biblical Poetry
May 16: Book of Psalms      
May 23: Redeeming Disappointment
May 30: Wisdom - Proverbs

http://immanuelstorycity.org/grow/adult-education
https://bibleproject.com/


We’re always looking for more 
members to volunteer for worship, 
whether it’s behind the scenes or in 
front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or instrumental)

● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact the church office if you’re 
interested in volunteering! We’d love 
to add you to our worship schedule!



Update
The 2020-2021 school year will very soon be 
coming to an end, which means our EPIC youth 
ministry program is winding down as well! 

This past school year our confirmation 
students have spent many weeks studying the 
New Testament as well as Lutheran foundation 
lessons around the Apostles Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, Communion, and the 10 
Commandments. 

                          Dear Parents of 
                            8th Grader 

                            Immanuel students:

                              We consider it a great 
                           blessing to be nearing 
the end of another school year!  As you 
are aware, this means that we'll be 
confirming our 8th graders this spring!  
We want to give you that information 
now so that you have time to plan 
accordingly.

Since we are still dealing with ongoing 
concerns regarding the pandemic, and 
since we know that some of our 
Immanuel families have not yet felt 
comfortable coming to Sunday worship, 
we are making the following plans for 
Confirmation which mirror what we did 
in October for the 9th graders:

1.  Special Confirmation Service, 
Saturday, May 1 at 11:00 AM in the 
Sanctuary
   -Students arrive at 9AM for run-through, 
robes, and pictures (food provided)
2.  Masks Required, Social Distancing 
for service
3.  Limited to confirmands, their 
families/relatives, close friends, and 
EPIC leaders.
4.  Testimonies given LIVE on 
Saturday, but recorded for Sunday 
(and live streamed service)
5.  The testimonies of each student 
will air during both Sunday services 
on May 2.

This plan allows all to be in person for 
confirmation, and it allows the 
       congregation as a whole to still
         witness and celebrate in the
         confirmation. It also respects the
         various levels of comfort during
         COVID. Is it ideal to separate
         Confirmation from the greater 
         body? No, but for this season this 
         seems like the best route, and 
         hopefully next year we are back to 
        a bigger celebration!

The 5th grade students have spent the year 
learning about our God-given identity in Christ. 
This last semester we listened to various 
Christian songs with messages about who God 
is to us, why God loves us, and how God has a 
purpose for each of us in this world. They are 
currently watching the movie The Lion the Witch 
and the Wardrobe and studying scripture to 
learn about the beautiful story of Jesus and 
God’s plan for salvation. 

To close our year together, we are excited to 
have the 4th grade class joining us for our last 
4-weeks of EPIC! We will spend time doing 
large group activities, worshiping together, and 
possibly serving together.  

Our EPIC year will end on May 19th. This 
year has been EPIC and we are looking forward 
to more fun activities throughout the summer! 
Thank you for your continued prayers and 
support over this past year.

                                           Our mission trip plans
                                           continue for our trip
                                           to Sioux Falls in June.

                                           We still have a few 
                                           spots available on 
                                           that trip! 

                                           Let us know if you 
                                           have any questions or 
                                           know someone who   
         might be interested in coming with us!

2021

June 25-28



For more information about 
Immanuel’s Sunday School Program, 
contact Jaynee Christian at 
jlchristian@hotmail.com.

May Birthdays
1: Teddy Christian
5: Finley Oberender
16: Mya Behanish
18: Gilbert Christian
19: Mya Oberender, Charlie Severson
27: Henry Severson

                        May 

                  Happenings
We’re wrapping up the year!
May 9: Last day of Sunday School 
and both the Kingdom Kids and the 
Young Disciples will sing in church at 
the 10:45 A.M. service!

Looking ahead to June...Day Camp!

Spring Mission Project
There are still envelopes left in the display in the narthex 
to help us fund our VBS/Day Camp. We appreciate the 
generosity that has been shown and your continued 
support of our Immanuel Youth.

Intergenerational Prayer Warriors
If you are an adult and you would love to have a 
connection with one of our Sunday School youth, we still 
have about ten students left needing a prayer warrior.  
Please give me a call if you would like to participate. Your 
heart and your student’s heart will be blessed. Jaynee 
(515)460-6555 or jlchristian@hotmail.com. Thank you.
Some ways to connect in May:

● Pray for them.
● Send them a May Day note.
● Send an encouraging note for the end of school.
● If they have a May birthday, send them a card.

Books of the Bible

The Young Disciples have been focusing on the Books of 
the Bible. They are learning some of the  important events 
that took place in each book, who they were written by, 
and some of the important verses in each book. So far we 
have discussed the Books of Law and the Books of 
History. They are working on memorizing the order of the 
books in the Bible. This past week, we focused on how the 
Word Of God is our best defense against sin and 
temptation.

Last Day of Sunday School
Our final day of Sunday School for the year will be on 
Sunday, May 9. The Board of Education received the 
support of the council for both the Kingdom Kids and the 
Young Disciples to sing during the 10:45 service that 
Sunday. We will follow the protocol of the school and 
masks will be worn while singing. The Kingdom Kids have 
been singing some of their favorite songs in their 
classrooms throughout the year. Nicole has volunteered 
to help lead them on the 9th. Allison and Pastor Andrew 
will lead the Young Disciples in a familiar song.

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com
mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com


Palm Sunday Activities
On Palm Sunday many churches pass 
out palm branches.  They are waved 
in victory and kept in homes as a daily 
reminder of the Victory of Christ. Each 
of our Kingdom Kids were given a 
palm branch to take home.

Another way people have given more 
meaning to the palm leaf is to form it 
into the shape of a cross. This 
symbolizes that the ultimate victory of 
Christ was his sacrifice. For several 
years, our Young Disciples have made 
palm crosses from palm fronds. They 
have gotten quite good at it and made 
many to share with the congregation. 
They also used their creativity to 
design additional crosses using 
colored paper, ribbons, sequins and 
more. The students look forward to 
this activity each year.

We are very excited to announce that we will be 
having day camp in June this summer!  Although it 
will be shorter and look a little different than past 
years, the energy and fun will be better than ever!

Riverside will be hosting Day Camp for students in 
Preschool-6th grade at Immanuel Lutheran Church for 
TWO DAYS of Day Camp on June 14th and 15th! Be 
sure to put these dates on your calendar! We will be in 
need of some volunteers to serve during these two 
days. More information about registration and 
volunteering will be coming soon!

The theme for Day Camp this summer is BRAND NEW 
which comes from Romans 6:4, “Just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life.” We are excited to host Riverside for this 
awesome two-day program and learn more about how 
we are made new in Christ Jesus!  

For questions please reach out to Allison Potratz 
Allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org.  



Adult class 
moved to 
9:45 am 
and 
Sunday 
school at 
9:45

LCMC iowa district annual 
gathering

https://www.iowalcmc.org/

February 7: When We Cry Out
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/

How does God respond when his people cry out 
to him? We take a closer look in Exodus 3.

February 14: Rescued for a Purpose
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/

Does God rescue people just to get them out of 
trouble, or does he have something greater in 
mind?

February 21: Leviticus
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/

God graciously provides a way for people to live in 
his presence. 

February 28: Numbers
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/

Israel’s repeated rebellion in the wilderness is met 
by God’s justice and mercy.

On the COVID-19 Update, change the 
wording to say 

In the Through the Bible slide, change it to 
say "Throughout 2021, we invite you..." and 
"We are using The One-Year..."

Throughout 2021, we invite you to journey 
with us through the entire Bible! We’re 
using The One Year Chronological Bible 
reading plan, which can be found on 
www.Bible.com and the YouVersion app. 

Monthly readings are found on our 
website, newsletters, and weekly emails. 
Contact the church office for more 
information or questions.

https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/
http://www.bible.com


One Perfect Day - Lauraine Snelling - Two mothers, 
one waiting to celebrate Christmas, the other 
waiting to learn of a heart transplant for her 
daughter. God's miracles can be bittersweet.
Before We Were Yours - Lisa Wingate - In 1939, 
Memphis, Tennessee, Rill Foss fights to keep her 
sisters and brother together when an emergency 
takes their parents to the hospital and strangers 
take the children from their world and place them 
into an orphanage. Based on true stories from that 
period.
Her Mother's Hope - Francine Rivers - Explores the 
complicated relationships between mothers and 
daughters over several generations. A moving epic 
of faith and dreams, heartache and disappointment, 
and love passed down through four generations. 
2nd book in series, Her Daughter's Dream.
Home to Holly Springs - Jan Karon - Father Tim  
returns to his childhood home, encountering family 
memories both good and bad and learns a truth 
that will change his life. Do you enjoy family 
reunions?
A Can of Peas - Traci DePree - A newly married 
couple inheriting the family farm, moving to Lake 
Emily, MN, and a new way of life - lots of memories 
for some people.  Read all three books and discover 
the joys and heartaches of all seasons of life. Series: 
Dandelions in a Jelly Jar, Apron on a Clothesline.
Like Dandelion Dust - Karen Kingsbury - The 
heartbreaking story of two sets of parents and a 
love for a child and the surprising lengths they'll go 
to keep their family together.
The library has many good books involving families 
and family life that may resonate with you, and 
you'll say, "I know about that" or for some, these 
stories can provide a vital thread to hang on to or 
the spiritual inspiration for guidance in difficult 
times. Mary Beth Sammon, a journalist, wrote, 
"Delving into family stories can lead to self discovery 
and a broader sense of connection. Some say it can 
be healing."  Stop in the library, browse, and find a 
"good read".

The month of May brings to mind 
"families", perhaps it's the warmth and 
beauty of May days, or seeing children 
playing outside again or that May brings 
"Mother's Day". "Family Stories" are being 
highlighted in our library column this 
month.

We have a large collection of Amish books 
by Wanda Brunstetter,  Jerry Eicher, Beverly 
Lewis, Janette Oke, Beth Wiseman, Cindy 
Woodsmall, and others. Family life is often 
the theme in these stories along with God 
and community. Is it this simpler lifestyle 
that we crave in our busy, hectic way of 
living, that makes these books so popular? 
We cannot change our space in time but we 
can change our pace.  Ecclesiastes 4:6 says, 
"Better one handful with tranquillity than 
two handfuls with toil and chasing after the 
wind." The world tells us we need two 
handfuls for happiness, but what is on the 
other side is one handful for calm.

Angel Sister - Ann H. Gabhart - A historical 
fiction that takes place in Kentucky in the 
1930's. The depression hits families hard, 
alcoholism slips in and life gets difficult. It's 
a story of hope, forgiveness and love in the 
face of desperate circumstances.   

Open during Office Hours 

and Sunday mornings

The Little Free Library is 
a resource for anyone in 
the community, accessible 
24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.

 

Little Free Library

Located right outside the 

front NW church doors

"Need a book, Take a book, Read a book, Leave a book." 



We are thankful that our 
tuckpointing and louver 
painting project has been 
completed before winter sets 
in! Now plaster restoration is 
being done in the balcony. 
Thank you for your continued 
support to make our building 
a beautiful space for ministry 
for years to come!

We are looking for more people to 
volunteer for worship, either behind the 
scenes or in front of the congregation. 
Here are a few ways you can help: sound 
or video technician, musician, usher or 
greeter, or reader. Contact the church 
office if interested!

Summary of April 8, 2021 Immanuel Council Meeting

Joint Council
·  President John Rathmacher called the meeting to order.
·  Opening devotion: Edgar Christian.
·  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.
·  Report of Boards.
·  Old Business: Exec Team shared their goals for 2021.
· New Business: kids’ program at 10:45 service on May 9; 

9:30 worship for summer, starting May 30; Allison’s 
role shifting to Coordinator of Youth and Family 
Ministries.

·  Next meeting: May 13 at 8:15 p.m. 

Trustees—April 8 
·  Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian
·  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
·  Project Updates: patio project details coming together; 

audit completed.
·  Church and RScityserve cleanup date: April 10 at 9:00 

a.m.
·  Discussed Allison’s new role.
·  Next meeting: May 13 at 7:00 in the Cornerstone Room

Deacons—April 8
·  Discussed the book Joining Jesus on His Mission.
·  Proposed 9:30 worship time for summer, beginning May 

30, with one outdoor service per month with a social 
event (at Riverside in August).

·  LifeLight Festival approved for July 10 at South Park; 
raising funds and volunteers.

·  Scheduled additional planning meeting for Apr 22 at 
7:00.

·  Next meeting: May 13 at 6:30 in the Social Hall

Youth Board—March 31
·  EPIC youth led Good Friday service; Butter Braids sales 

raised almost $2K!
·  Confirmation Sunday: May 2 (will be recorded May 1).
·  Details coming together for Mission Trip to Sioux Falls 

June 25-28; need additional adult leaders.
·  RScityserve projects in early July.
·  Looking for 2 more EPIC small group leaders for fall!
 
                        Board of Education—April 8

· Planned Books of the Bible lessons.
· End of year program May 9 at 10:45 service.
· VBS/Day Camp plans: just 2 days during 

week of June 14-17.
· Intergenerational connection: still have 

several kids who need prayer partners. 
· Next meeting: May 13 at 7:00 in the Chapel

2021 Immanuel Council 
& Board Members

Church Officers
President: John Rathmacher
Vice President: Steve Skartvedt
Secretary: Lori Whipple
Treasurer: Al Hermanson

Board of Deacons
Kelly Dahl, Brad Waline, Brad Skaar
Joel Danielson, Dion Whipple

Board of Education
Lisa McIlrath, Brandi Hill, Kayla Haberl, 
Rachel Winecoff, Jaynee Christian 
(Sunday School Superintendent), Cindy 
Blomberg (Sunday School Treasurer)

Youth Board
Chris & Kelly Dahl, Patty Rathmacher, 
Grant Severson, Brian & Melanie 
Wakefield

Board of Trustees
Edgar Christian, Tyler Oberender, Jeff 
Loots, Mike Mullenbach



From the IMMANUEL ENDOWMENT FUND

Building Immanuel Lutheran 
Church for the Next Generation
“And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?” – Luke 12:20
On a spring morning, a large Red-Tailed 
Hawk flew overhead carrying a long heavy 
stick. Non-migratory birds were beginning 
to build nests. During the months to 
come, birds of all kinds would pour 
extraordinary effort, time, and ingenuity 
to the construction of nests, the 
protection of eggs, and the feeding of 
their vulnerable young ones. After the 
little ones hatch, the unceasing care 
offered by the parents is amazing. Every 
ounce of the adults’ energy is devoted, 
not to their own comfort and feeding, but 
to the survival of their young.
Now consider “nests” we build in our 
churches. Does our giving serve us and 
our needs or serve God by serving the 
mission of the church to reach new 
people? Those new to the faith are as 
vulnerable as hatchlings, and require a 
steady and dedicated effort of feeding.
For those who practice generosity, the 
nests we build are not for ourselves – 
they are for the next generation, those 
new to the faith, the future of the body of 
Christ. Join us in building a nest for the 
next generation. Contact members of the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment 
Committee and begin practicing 
generosity today.

 

Financial Report – MARCH 2021

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING 

BALANCE

Current & 
Mission 64,777.89 46,221.58 33,226,62 77,772.85

Improvement 20,105.33 1,485.00 1,950.00 20,570.33

Missionary 
Support 4,375.17 1,800.00 1,875.00 4,300.17

Memorial 2,086.69 645.00 0.00 2,731.69

Ministry 7,556.55 74.00 412.43 7,218.12

Questions regarding 
finances can be 
directed to treasurer   
Al Hermanson, or 
financial secretary, 
Carol Lake.

No Offering Envelopes?

Scan the QR code to give a financial 
gift to Immanuel securely online!  

Ways to give offerings

Pictures from newsletter.com

Building Immanuel Lutheran Church for 
the Next Generation



Happy Mother’s Day! 

Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate 
the strong, loving women in your 
life. At Lutheran Services in Iowa 
(LSI), we see thousands of Iowa 
moms through their journey to 
build the brightest future for their 
children. 

We see moms turning to LSI 
Behavioral Health Intervention 
Services to ensure their child is 
receiving the coping skills and 
behavioral supports they need to 
thrive. In our Early Childhood 
Services, we see first-time moms 
who are eager to join our 
parenting education classes and 
support groups. In 2020, LSI’s 
Early Childhood programs 
provided support to more than 
1,097 families of young children. 
We are so inspired to hear their 
stories and see their hard work 
pay off as they raise our next 
generation. 

As you celebrate Mother’s Day this 
year, remember how many Iowa 
moms are being empowered 
because of your support. If you 
are looking for a way to honor 
your mother this year, please 
consider making a gift in her 
name to LSI. 

For more information, please 
contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s 
Director of Philanthropy and 
Church Relations, at 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 
563-676-2065. 

Thursdays 6:30-8 P.M. at Harvest 
E-Free. Celebrate Recovery is a 
biblical and balanced program 
that helps us overcome our hurts, 
hang-ups, and habits. It is based 
on the actual words and teachings 
of Jesus. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Steve Frykholm 
(steve@harvestefree.org).

Meets the 2nd & 4th Thursday of 
each month during the school 
year, from 9:15-11 A.M. at Harvest 
E-Free. Are you a mom of young 
children and want to connect with 
other moms? Join us for MOPs 
and meet other women who are 
in the same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson at 
anjknutson@gmail.com or 
719-351-6899.

204 W Broad St., Story City

2021 Events

April 10
SPRING BLAST

April 17
SPRING WORK DAY

April 23-25
MEN’S RETREAT

Find out more about 
these events and to 

register at 
Riversidelbc.org

Little Free Pantry

The RS Ministerial 
Association’s Little Free 
Pantry is located at 510 
Pennsylvania in Story 
City for anyone that 
needs to take food and 
for those who would 
like to give food to help 
others in need! Find out 
more about the Little 
Free Pantry movement 
at littlefreepantry.org.

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
mailto:steve@harvestefree.org
mailto:anjknutson@gmail.com
https://www.riversidelbc.org/
http://www.littlefreepantry.org


Wrapping Care 
Around Iowa Children

Martha and Marti first became 
foster parents in September of 
2018, after their biological children 
expressed that they wanted to 
provide foster care as a family. 
They decided to become licensed 
through LSI Foster Care and 
Adoption and soon after, they 
welcomed a sibling group of three 
into their home. 

“Our kids really wanted to look 
into foster care as a way to be able 
to help others as a family,” Martha 
says. “Everybody had to sacrifice 
and pour in, and everybody was 
needed and brought something to 
the table.” 

The siblings stayed with the family 
for almost two years, until the 
opportunity came for them to find 
a forever home through adoption. 
Over the years, the siblings had 
become bonded to Martha and 
Marti, as well as their extended 
family and friends. The siblings are 
currently in the process of officially 
being adopted by a family close to 
Martha and Marti, so they can 
continue to stay connected to the 
important relationships they built 
in foster care. 

The family has found a passion 
they can all share, and it’s making 
a difference in the lives of Iowa 
children.  

“We always explain fostering as 
‘good’ and ‘hard.’ You never want 
to take one away from the other, 
because it’s both. It’s the hardest 
thing we’ve ever done, but it’s the 
best thing we’ve done,” Martha 
says. “We’ve had the privilege of 
having the kids in our home and 
you have the responsibility and 
the privilege to take care of them 
in their time of need.” 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of 
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. Learn more at 
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

OUR VISION
To see our city strengthened and transformed 
by serving and blessing one another with no 

strings attached in the name of Christ.

OUR MISSION
To act as the hands and feet of Jesus as we 

identify and fulfill the needs of our city’s people 
and organizations.

OUR WORK
We work to identify needs within the 

Roland-Story School District, to connect those 
needs with compassion and resources, and to 

build relationships with those in our community 
who need them the most.

MEETING NEEDS WITH 
COMPASSION IN THE 
ROLAND AND STORY 

CITY AREAS

Whether you need help 
directly or you would like to 
help--you can submit your 
needs and support and find 
out more about what we’re 
doing at R-S CityServe on 
Facebook and online at 
http://rscityserve.org/. 

Help us bless others and 
show God’s love in action!

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

RScityserve UPDATE 
and WINTER GEAR DRIVE

RScityserve has had a great fall! We’re prepping our building space for 
use as a clothing closet, youth space, and more! We have a group of high 
school students doing some work there for their J-Term project, and 
we’re looking forward to being able to hold in-person events, activities, 
and community outreach in 2021.

We are currently running a WINTER GEAR DONATION DRIVE through 
mid-January! Immanuel is a drop-off site when the office is open 
(mornings from 9-Noon or Sunday mornings), and we are collecting new 
or gently used coats, boots, gloves, mittens, hats, and scarves.  Please 
check your closets and basements to see if you can contribute!

Finally, we have a few needs going into 2021. First, we’re working on 
incorporating as a non-profit with Iowa and the Federal Government. 
This can be an expensive process, so we ask you to consider if you might 
be called to help us meet that need! We’re also looking for a new or good 
condition washer and dryer that we can get set-up in our building to 
process clothing donations.   If you know of a way to help there, let us 
know!

As always, if you have needs, or if you want to help meet needs, please 
contact us through our website (rscityserve.org), our Facebook page via 
Messenger, or by emailing rscityserve@gmail.com.

                                    The Story City council has approved 
                                    the Lifelight Christian Music Festival 
                                    for this summer!  The free festival will 
                                    take place on July 10, 2021 from 3-9pm 
                                    at South Park in Story City.  Stay tuned 
                                    to hear about how Immanuel can 
                                    support and participate in making this
                                    a great day!  July 8th and 9th will also 
                                    include community and youth-related 
                                    work projects in Roland and Story City. 
                                    The projects and the festival are a 
collaborative initiative of the Roland Story Ministerial, 
RScityserve, and other area groups!  

http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
http://rscityserve.org/
http://rscityserve.org/
mailto:rscityserve@gmail.com


CHURCH STAFF Milianna Carlson Office Secretary
office@immanuelstorycity.org

Carol Lake Financial Secretary
accounting@immanuelstorycity.org

Church Council
council@immanuelstorycity.org

Jeff Baker Custodian

Pastor Kurt Jensen
kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org

Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Allison Potratz Pastoral Intern
allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Chris Dahl Deployed Pastor to Riverside
chris@riversidelbc.org

SOCIAL MEDIA

      Facebook
        ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity

YouTube
 Immanuel Lutheran Story City

  Apple Podcasts
  Immanuel Lutheran Church,
  Story City, IA

ONLINE SERVICES

Watch worship services LIVE on Facebook, view/listen to archived 
messages on our website, iTunes podcast, or YouTube channel.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Story City, Iowa
Permit No. 44

with Immanuel Lutheran Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI, 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship (Traditional)
9:45 A.M. Adult Education & Sunday School
10:45 A.M. Worship (Contemporary)

CONTACT
        604 Lafayette Avenue
        Story City, Iowa 50248

        515-733-4972
        515-733-4070 (fax)

        office@immanuelstorycity.org
        www.immanuelstorycity.org

        Church Office Hours:
        Monday - Friday 9 A.M. to Noon

        Find our Online Directory and 
        other resources on our website
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