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“Wash Feet”

In this season we have many reasons to be thankful.
What comes to mind is technology, dedicated civic
leaders, and Iowa’s low-density population. There
are certainly places on earth with more suffering than
Iowa – but we also cannot write off the fear, anxiety,
and burdens that many of us feel here and today.
In this season, we also have many reasons to lament.
Restricted freedoms, unknown futures, and the
COVID-19 pandemic cloud our thoughts.
In my own personal life, I happen to be wired quite
independently. I do not speak for all pastors, nor
would I ever, but perhaps the ebb and flow of pastoral ministry is suited for those who are wired this
way. Much of what I accomplish is on my own or in
the solitude of office work, and then wonderful relational ministry, conversations, and care balance this
out. In my season of life today, this ebb and flow is
quite unbalanced. I have far too much solitude – but
not the restful kind. I have far too few opportunities
to have meaningful, face-to-face human interaction.
We all are facing this reality in some way. Perhaps we
are living the introvert’s dream, or the extrovert’s
nightmare – but I think that an area of understanding
that we are all hopefully growing in is the need for balance. Even the most introverted person needs relationships. Even the most extroverted individual needs
solitude. Jesus’ life and ministry modelled both.
In the midst of these Holy Week and Easter Resurrection seasons, much of what churches practice as solemn and celebratory gatherings have not happened
the same way.
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
We’ve temporarily lost our ebb and flow.
We’ve temporarily lost our balance in a
similar way to what I feel today. But in
these challenges, we proclaim a Risen
Christ and Loving God. Our foundation
has not changed. Our Spirit has not
changed. Our Mission has not changed.
In John 13, Jesus washes the feet of His
disciples. These were His students, but
they were also His comrades. They were
His family. They were His neighbors. On
the brink of Jesus’ arrest and sacrifice, He
takes the place of a servant. The example
has been set for His people. His friends
and followers were about to lose all sense
of healthy balance at the arrest and crucifixion of their Messiah. Today we have it
much better, but are we following Jesus’
example? How are you washing feet?
It seems that the church exists on Earth
for such a time as this. God’s Love has
been poured into you and me for the purpose of glorifying God. This includes proclaiming Christ, living Spirit-filled and
Spirit-led lives, and washing feet. Our call
to “be the church” must now be realized
and embraced more than ever as we are
not able to “go to church.” In the face of
our world’s battle with a new virus, the
same Gospel will lead people to freedom
in Christ Jesus.
I encourage you to be bold. Be loving. Be
compassionate. Be the hands and feet of
Jesus as you serve your family, friends,
pastors, and neighbors. Be hopeful. Be
forgiving. Be the church. God is with us.

Pastor Andrew
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Join us28
for a livestream29
worship service 30
on our Facebook page each Sunday
morning at 9:30 A.M.!
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10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10

9 A.M. Clean Up Day
9 A.M. (Zoom Mtg)
Men of Immanuel

4

5

6

7

8
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8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI
1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
10:30 A.M. Staff Mtg

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
3:30 P.M. KIDstream

9 A.M. Heart to Heart
10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
7 P.M. Heart to Heart

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10

9 A.M. (Zoom Mtg)
Men of Immanuel
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16

Communion Sunday

11

12

8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI
1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10 10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
3:30 P.M. KIDstream
10:30 A.M. Staff Mtg
7 P.M. Trustees Zoom Mtg 7 P.M. Deacons Zoom Mtg

17

18

19

20 Newsletter Deadline 21

22
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8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI
1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
10:30 A.M. Staff Mtg

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
3:30 P.M. KIDstream

9 A.M. Heart to Heart
10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
7 P.M. Heart to Heart

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10

9 A.M. (Zoom Mtg)
Men of Immanuel
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26

27

28

29

30

8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI
1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
10:30 A.M. Staff Mtg

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
3:30 P.M. KIDstream

9 A.M. Heart to Heart
10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
7 P.M. Heart to Heart

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10

9 A.M. (Zoom Mtg)
Men of Immanuel

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day

31
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI
1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship

for our
weekly emails
to stay informed
on our church
and community activities!
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9 A.M. Heart to Heart
10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10
7 P.M. Council Zoom Mtg
7 P.M. Heart to Heart

9 A.M. (Zoom Mtg)
Men of Immanuel

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed?
Contact the church office or write down your
information on the tear-off panel in the bulletin!
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Summary of April 16, 2020 Council Meetings
Joint Council (by Zoom)
Deacons—April 15 by Zoom
• President John Rathmacher called meeting to order. • Prayer Workshop and Healing Prayer Service will be
• Opening prayer: Pastor Andrew.
rescheduled.
• Al Hermanson gave monthly Treasurer’s report:
• Website being updated; online and recurring giving
Current/Mission Fund shortfall in March of $9,427.82
encouraged.
• Report of Boards.
• Discussed ideas for easing back into in-person
• Old Business: Mutual Ministry Team role to be filled
events when possible.
by Executive Team and Board chairs.
• Call Care Team to check in with all congregation
• New Business: Payment Protection Program loan
members by phone; discussed ways to help meet
approved; online worship, Daily 10, and KidStream; people’s needs during this time.
April 26 online congregational meeting after
• LifeLight Festival plans uncertain; may reschedule to
livestream worship to approve roof repairs; disJuly 2021.
cussed how to help meet needs in the community. • Closed with prayer concerns.
• Next meeting: May 14 (by Zoom?)
• Next meeting: May 13 by Zoom?
Trustees—April 14 by Zoom
Youth Board (did not meet)
• Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian
• All in person youth ministry on hold while schools
• Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
are closed.
• Project Updates: Parsonage HVAC system to be
• Confirmation Sunday has been rescheduled to Ocreplaced; tuckpointing and other projects waiting
tober 25, 2020.
for weather and contractors’ schedules.
• Colorado Mission trip likely cancelled; will look into
• Accepted bids for replacing lower bell tower roofs &
a late summer in-state mission.
new narthex roof, pending congregational approval. Board of Education—met by email
• Three new trees placed on Broad St; looking to add • Most Spring activities cancelled or postponed due
others in green space.
to COVID-19.
• New water fountain by nursery and exterior Knox• VBS to be held online as extended KidStreams with
Box installed.
at-home resources.
• Switching to Stratford fiber internet.
• BOE giving funds for one of the new trees on Broad St.
• Outdoor cleanup on May 2.
• Next meeting: TBD.
• Next meeting: May 14 by Zoom?

Church Financials
Financial Report – March 2020
Fund

Beginning Balance

Receipts

Current & Mission Fund

60,500.19 21,655.52

Improvement Fund

62,024.94

Missionary Support Fund

Expenditures

Ending Balance

31,083.34

51,072.37

1,300.00

3,565.00

59,759.94

5,445.17

1,795.00

1,875.00

5,365.17

Memorial Fund

5,397.39

0.00

0.00

5,397.39

Ministry Fund

5,450.98

30.00

446.51

5,034.47
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Building Immanuel Lutheran Church
for the Next Generation
“And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” – Luke 12:20
On a spring morning, a large Red-Tailed Hawk flew overhead carrying a long heavy stick. Nonmigratory birds were beginning to build nests. During the months to come, birds of all kinds would
pour extraordinary effort, time, and ingenuity to the construction of nests, the protection of eggs,
and the feeding of their vulnerable young ones. After the little ones hatch, the unceasing care
offered by the parents is amazing. Every ounce of the adults’ energy is devoted, not to their own
comfort and feeding, but to the survival of their young.
Now consider “nests” we build in our churches. Does our giving serve us and our needs or serve God
by serving the mission of the church to reach new people? Those new to the faith are as vulnerable
as hatchlings, and require a steady and dedicated effort of feeding.
For those who practice generosity, the nests we build are not for ourselves – they are for the next
generation, those new to the faith, the future of the body of Christ. Join us in building a nest for the
next generation. Contact members of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Committee and
begin practicing generosity today.
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Youth

Z
h

Immanuel

As you know already, since schools are not
meeting in person for the remainder of the
year, our EPIC Wednesday ministries will be
cancelled until the fall. If restrictions ease towards the end of May, we may still consider
some small group gatherings!
Also, our Estes Park Mission trip has also
been cancelled in June due to uncertainties
and problems with our hosts and coordinators in Estes Park. Families that were going
have received a separate email with more
detail.

Sunday School

News

k

May Birthday Celebrations
Kingdom Kids
16 Mya Taylor
18 Gilbert Christian

Let's pray earnestly that we can have activities this summer and that things can look
somewhat like normal in the fall! Please let
us know if there is anything we can do for
our students and families! -Pastor Andrew

Young Disciples
1 Teddy Christian
19 Mya Oberender
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Many community events have been cancelled, postponed, or rescheduled.
We encourage you to keep an eye out for our weekly emails and Facebook
posts, as well as community papers.
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Letters of Love!
Our residents would love to receive
letters, stories, poems, drawings, jokes,
or words of kindness during this time.
Making a difference can be so simple,
yet it can be incredibly impactful!
Adults and kids please send as many as
you would like!

Bethany Life
212 Lafayette Ave
Story City, IA 50248
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mother is missing. She left on her own without a
word of explanation to anyone. As the oldest
daughter, Grace has had to take on the
responsibilities her mother left behind, but she
longs to search for her and bring her home. An
unexpected friendship with a young Englisha
woman and the surprising attentions of a young
man she thought was courting her best friend both
complicate and open new possibilities in her life.

Church Library

*Overcomer, novelization by Chris Fabry, based
on the motion picture by Alex Kendrick and
Stephen Kendrick. If you have been missing the
sports scene these days, this is the book and
DVD for you. Couch John Harrison loses most of
the key players on his talented basketball team
when a local factory closes and families move
away to find other jobs. Things are tight at the
high school too and John is asked to take on the
added responsibility of coaching the cross
country team. Having never coached it, he is less
than excited but reluctantly agrees. When only
one runner, sophomore Hannah Hill shows up
for practice with the inhaler she needs for her
asthma, John seriously questions his decision.
Asked by a friend, “What do you allow to define
you?” John accepts the challenge and passes the
question on to Hannah. Hannah’s determination,
a conversation with her principal, and some
training tips John receives from an unexpected
source, change the course of her life and bring
both coach and runner to the realization that the
greatest victory in life isn’t timed with a
stopwatch.

READ. Study. learn.
These are certainly unsettling times we are
going through. Many facets of our daily lives look
different now and some of our priorities have had
to be reordered. Although there are new books to
put out on the shelves, access to the church
library has had to be limited due to necessary
health precautions. The “Little Library” out in
front of the church is well-stocked and available
at all times so do feel welcome to stop and find a
book to read. When we finally do get to return to
regular services look for these new books:
*Forever Hidden by Tracie Peterson and
Kimberly Woodhouse. This novel introduces the
authors’ new “Treasures of Nome” series. They
love to research and tell the stories of the early
days of Alaska and have already written “The
Heart of Alaska” series which we have. In this
new book we meet the three Powell sisters,
Whitney, Havyn and Madysen, all red-headed,
feisty, and blessed with incredible musical talent.
They live with their widowed mother and
grandfather on a successful dairy farm near a
mining town during the days of the Alaska gold
rush. Although their life seems idyllic, there are
secrets underlying their circumstances which
really need to be revealed but haven’t been.
When tragedy strikes, the girls scramble to save
the farm. Havyn finds herself drawn to the new
foreman her grandfather has hired, but is he the
answer to their problems, or part of the secret
that has been kept from them?

New nonfiction:
*Israel’s Holy Days in Type and Prophecy by
Daniel Fuchs. Examines the festivals found in the
Old Testament, their history and significance and
how they are celebrated today.
New children’s books:
*God Bless My Friends, board book by Hannah
C. Hall, illustrated by Steven Whitlow.
*The Story of Jesus by Fiona Boon and Lara Ede.
*A Jonah Day, from the “Perfect in His Sight”
series by Phil A. Smouse.

*The Missing by Beverly Lewis. Grace Byler’s
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Happy Mother’s Day!
Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate the strong, loving women in
your life. At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we see thousands of
Iowa moms through their journey to build the brightest future for
their children.
We see moms turning to LSI’s Behavioral Health Intervention Services to ensure their child is receiving the coping skills and behavioral supports they need to thrive. In our Early Childhood Services, we
see first-time moms who are eager to join our parenting education classes and support groups. In
2019, LSI’s Early Childhood programs provided support to 1,282 parents of young children. We are
so inspired to hear their stories and see their hard work pay off as they raise our next generation.
As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember how many Iowa moms are being empowered
because of your support. If you are looking for a way to honor your mother this year, please consider making a gift in her name to LSI. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director
of philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
her second child, Nolan, Ashley was with her every step of the way. It was Ashley who noticed that
Nolan had developed a speech delay, and she
helped Morgan connect with a speech therapist
to correct it early.

Sophia is now in preschool and loves telling her
mom about her teachers, friends, and the new
songs she learned at school. Nolan is an active
two-year-old who is learning new words every
day. Morgan is currently finishing her Registered
Nursing degree, and she dreams of working in
emergency care at a hospital after graduation.
And all the while, Ashley has been there to cheer
them on.

Raising Healthy Families
As a child, Morgan had endured trauma no one
should experience. Addiction, divorce, and difficult family relationships all surrounded Morgan
in her childhood home. When she found out she
was pregnant for the first time with her daughter,
Sophia, Morgan was determined to never repeat
the past she grew up with. She decided to enroll
in LSI’s Early Childhood Services.

“She’s been more than a worker, she’s been a
friend when I’ve needed someone the most,”
Morgan says. “Being a new mom is hard. Having
that extra person there, who doesn’t judge you,
who doesn’t see your flaws, who is just there to
help you – you can’t put a price on that.”

Every week, her LSI worker, Ashley, would bring
age-appropriate toys and games for Sophia to
play with. She provided Morgan with educational
resources to help her track Sophia’s development
and make sure her daughter was hitting all her
important milestones. When Morgan welcomed

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service.
Learn more at www.LSIowa.org
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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