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Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor Kurt

Ministers - All Members
Pastor - Kurt Jensen
Visitation Pastor - Tom Hunt

Spring

Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator - Zachary Bauknecht

Deployed Pastor to Riverside - Chris Dahl
Office Secretary - Milianna Carlson
Financial Secretary - Veronica Wright
Custodian - Shelly Nibe
Missionaries we help support:
Tim & Paula Tjernagel, Spain
Pastor Randy Hansen, ISU
Gene & Ginger McClugage, Family Life, Arkansas
Kevin & Susana B, India
Doug & Amy Nunziato, Mission Aviation, Washington
Regular Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:30 A.M. - 12 noon,
1 P.M. - 4 P.M.

Nature shouts the truth of resurrection this time
of year. I revel in the beauty of flowering trees,
birdsong, and new-cut grass. Gina Sutphin captures
the scents, sounds, and scenery of the season in the
poem below, from the StoryWarren website. (If you
love good books and creative ideas to foster holy
imagination in kids, check out the website
www.storywarren.com and subscribe to their
newsletter!)

Spring is all encircling fresh and vivid green with
sunlight gently kissing un-freckled cheeks. Melodies
melt through regaining their prior volume formerly
deafened by the snow. Tiny tendrils no longer shiver
underground but stretch forth their curly fingers to
touch and feel the warmth. The sweetened air dances
in swirling motion, its honeyed fragrance leaving
delicate perfume on everything it touches. Proud
standing trees wave their blossom-decorated hands to
give a neighborly hello. And the morning dew makes
every blade of grass glisten with the glory of God.

Friday
8:30 A.M. - 12 noon

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:30 A.M. Sunday School
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship Service
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)
Poem by Gina Sutphin, artwork by Joe Sutphin, from http://www.storywarren.com/spring/

May Ministry Volunteers
Ushers

Kent & Lisa Handeland, Ron & Susan Kinyon
Greeters

Readers

Candlelighters

May 7

Jim & Gloria Oberender

Gloria Oberender

Logan Lykins

May 14

Sierra & Gayle Tate

Sierra Tate

Madison Martindale

May 21

NEEDED

Graduating Senior

Adam McIlrath

May 28

NEEDED

NEEDED

Kaitlyn Rahfeldt

Secretary Helpers
(10 A.M. on Fridays)
May 5

April Pastoral Acts
Baptisms:
Bowen Paul Herron, son of Colby & Timber
Herron (April 23)
Jace Michael Mensen, son of Eric & Courtney
Mensen (April 30)

Nadine Beck
Ruby Olson

e
e

May 12 Ardella Mostrom
Florence Hinderaker
May 19 Judy McIlrath
Neva Jean Jacobson

Weddings:
Ryan Lykins and Tina Bowman (April 8)

May 26 Leah Oppedal
Marjorie Michaelson

Please remember these families in your prayers.

Church Financials
Financial Report - March
Fund
Current & Mission Fund

Beginning Balance

Receipts

8,852.56 25,845.45

Expenditures

Ending Balance

29,372.87

5,325.14

Improvement Fund

68,798.56

1,455.00

0.00

70,253.56

Missionary Support Fund

-1,747.60

745.00

1,500.01

-2,502.61

Memorial Fund

6,827.62

1,230.00

25.00

8,032.62

Ministry Fund

2,493.99

0.00

194.44

2,299.55

(Our Current & Mission Fund is especially in need of your gifts at this time)

Church Bulletin Board

Easter Sunday
Attendance: 452
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Thank you to those
who had a part
in making this such
a meaningful
Lenten Season!

The congregation extends its congratulations to
Pastor Kurt Jensen who presented his final project
for his Doctor of Ministry degree on May 1 at
Western Theological Seminary in Holland,
Michigan. This achievement follows eight years of
work and study and a variety of learning units
involving input from dozens of church members
and town folks. This is a high achievement and we
are proud to have Pastor Kurt on staff.
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Congratulations
Pastor Jensen!

At the end of worship on May 7, we will have a
brief recognition ceremony for Pastor Kurt.
We invite each of you to join us afterward in the Social Hall for a
congratulatory coffee. Cake and ice cream will be served.
Pastor Kurt will also share a brief overview of the work he has done.
Please plan to join us!
—from Visitation Pastor Tom Hunt—

Church & Community Announcements
All Men of Immanuel are invited to meet
each Saturday morning from 8 to 9 A.M. in
the Social Hall for an informal Bible Study.
All women are invited to join
a weekly Bible Study each
Wednesday morning in the
church library from 9 to 10 A.M.
Wednesday, May 3 is the last
day for Junior Choir rehearsal.
Thank you to Cathy McKim for
directing the kids again this year!
We’ll see you in September!

Our last Confirmation and Trinity classes
will be Wednesday, May 3.

Sunday School News

The Kingdom Kids (3year old - 1st grade),
Young Disciples (2nd - 6th grade) and
Junior Choir will present a special music
program during worship on Sunday, May 7
to culminate the Sunday School year.
They will share what they have learned
through Bible verses and songs they have
learned. Please join us to celebrate a
great Sunday School year and to witness
how God is helping our youth to learn and
grow in faith.

Thank you to the parents who helped with
our pizza suppers, and for those who
helped teach the classes!
Cedar Place residents invite you to a joint
Bake Sale/Plant Sale on Saturday, May 6th
from 8:30 – 11:30 A.M. at Cedar Place 812
Cedar St. Story City. Bake sale proceeds will
help us to purchase annual flowers to
decorate our patio and the butterfly garden.

Our “babies” for the plant sale are
slipped from “mother plants” belonging to
residents. We have some unusual plants to
sell. Hope to see you on the 6th!

In a nutshell
A Sunday school teacher gave her secondgraders a month to memorize Psalm 23. One
little boy was excited about the task but just
couldn’t remember the whole chapter.

When the day came for the children to recite
Psalm 23 before the congregation, the nervous
boy stepped up to the microphone and said,
“The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all
I need to know!”
Thank you to our Sunday School teachers!
We greatly appreciate the time and
effort you expended as teachers
of our church family!

Church & Community Announcements, continued
Holy Communion Faith Stepping Stone

On Wednesday nights in May (10th, 17th, and 24th) from 6:30 to 7:45 P.M., our 6th graders
and their parents will gather in the Cornerstone Room to learn about how Holy Communion
shapes us into a forgiven and forgiving community. At the Last Supper, Jesus told his
disciples, “This is my body, given for you…this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
In our Holy Communion Faith Stepping Stone, we will explore
some Biblical history from Passover to the Lord’s Supper, the
meaning of the meal, and what it means to live a forgiven and
forgiving lifestyle. We will invite families to say “I’m sorry” and
“I forgive you” to each other every night and continue to read
Scripture and pray together. Bring your Bibles! Please let the
church office know if you will be able to attend and if you
will need childcare in the nursery.
On Sunday, June 4, the students will receive the Lord’s Supper
for the first time. Please contact Pastor Kurt if you have
questions about the class or can’t make it this time as a family.
You can find out more about the Faith Stepping Stones at www.faithink.com.

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 14

“If at first you
don’t succeed,
do it like your
mother told you.”
-Author unknown

Women’s Monthly Bible Study will continue
on Tuesday, May 16 at 2 P.M. in the Social
Hall. All women are invited to join us for a
time of fellowship and study.
There will be no quilt tying work day in May.
Watch for information in upcoming newsletters
and bulletins about summer work days.
May Newsletter Articles & Announcements
are due to the church office by Friday, May 19.

A Story City’s Writers Group will meet
Friday, May 19 in Immanuel’s library.
We encourage Christian writings only, and
will provide peer review and support for
publishing. Group will meet 90 minutes
each month. Contact Laura Carlson at
515.291.5430 or lauraevecarlson@gmail.com
for more information.
A Church Work Day has been scheduled
for Saturday, May 20 beginning at 9 A.M.
Youth and adults are welcome to help us
plant flowers, trim bushes, put down
mulch, and other odd jobs.
A short service of
Holy Communion will follow
the worship service on Sunday, May 21.
Anyone is welcome to join us for this intimate
gathering around our Lord’s Table.

Church & Community Announcements, continued
Congratulations
to our Graduates!
Roland-Story High School graduation is
Sunday, May 21, at 2:00 P.M. On that
Sunday during the worship service,
we will honor our high school graduates
with a special message for them, as well
as a gift from the congregation.
We wish them well as they seek God’s
guidance for the years ahead. Our high
school graduates this year include:
Spencer Dodgen
Krista Mehl
Emily Narigon
Alex Retallick
Caleb Schlatter
We will also include information about
our other graduates from college and
higher education in our May 21st bulletin
and June newsletter.
Spring may have
arrived, but life
can still seem cold and dreary for those
who have suffered a loss or experienced
a crisis.
Our Stephen Ministers are trained to
help people through the winters of life,
providing emotional and spiritual
support during tough times.
If you or someone you know
could benefit from the confidential,
one-to-one Christian care of a
Stephen Minister, contact Pastor
Kurt or Gayle Tate. Our Stephen
Ministers are ready to care for you!

Each May we
remember those from
our congregation who have
passed away in the last year.
They include:
Jerry Boothe
Roberta Cable
Steve Lankford

Joyce Thorson

Jerry Matheason

Maxine Omvig

Beverly Kalvik

Eugene Voga

Rich Olive

Elvera Krause

Betty Hanson

Elizabeth Hespen

Emery Munson

Phyllis Oakland

Muriel Stone

Viola Twedt

We will thank God for the lives of
these special people during
the prayers on Sunday,
May 28. Pray for those
families mourning
these losses.

A Strong Harvest
Seeds of strength are planted in the soils of weakness.
Your most uplifting strength tomorrow
may grow from your most
debilitating weakness today.
-V. Gilbert Beers

Church & Community Announcements, continued
2017 DAY CAMP CREW
VOLUNTEER INFORMATION
We're using SignUp.com to organize our
upcoming sign ups for Day Camp 2017 at
Immanuel Lutheran Church.
Here's how it works in 3 easy steps:
1) Type this link into your computer browser
to see our SignUp on SignUp.com:
http://signup.com/go/gKMuqaD
2) Review the options listed and choose
the spot(s) you like.
3) Sign up! It's Easy - you will NOT need
to register an account or keep a
password on SignUp.com.

There are many different options for you to
join our 2017 Day Camp Crew
and we would like you to
please consider signing up
for one or more of the
available spots to serve!
If you have any questions,
please contact the Church
Office today! Thank You
for sharing your time
and talents with us and
the kids we will minister
to this June 12-15th!
Day Camp Registration is
now available on our website
and in the church office!

Note: SignUp.com does not share your email address with
anyone. If you prefer not to use your email address, please
contact us and we can sign you up manually.

Scandinavian Days 2017
Immanuel’s Scandinavian Days Beefburger
Luncheon will be held Saturday, June 3 from
11 A.M. until 1 P.M. in the Social Hall.
The Bake Sale will begin at 8 A.M.
There are many opportunities for men,
women, and youth to help—please look
through the list and see where you can help!
Sign up sheets (with times and dates of
specific activities) will be
available in the May
bulletins, or you may
contact the
church office.
Thank you!

AVAILABLE OPPORTUNITIES
Before Saturday
Make Potato Cakes
Donate Funds for supplies
Bake Goodies & Scandinavian Specialties
Set Up Social Hall & Kitchen
Receive & Organize Baked Goods
Before Luncheon on Saturday
Make Coffee & Lemonade
Brown Hamburger/Heat Food for Meal
Final prep for the meal to be served
During Luncheon Saturday
Servers—Greeters—Cashiers
Bus Tables—Kitchen Assistants—Clean Up

Church

Library
Notes

Read. Study. Learn.
As we watch the miracle of spring unfold
before us, we are thankful for God’s grace and
generosity in the continuous renewal of His
creation. We too are a part of His creation and
can find renewal and rejuvenation by drawing
closer to Him.
A book that can help you do just that is
Beth Moore’s Praying God’s Word, Breaking
Free from Spiritual Strongholds. Referencing
2 Corinthians 10:5, Ms. Moore explains a
spiritual stronghold is anything we build up in
our minds to be larger or more powerful in our
lives than God is, robbing us of the abundant
life He wants us to have. The battlefield is our
mind, and our weapons, along with God’s
divine power, are His Word and Spirit
empowered prayer. Ms. Moore goes on to
focus on a number of areas that often become
spiritual strongholds in today’s world, providing
many scripture referenced prayers for readers
to use. This isn’t a book you’ll read cover to
cover, but it is one you will surely find helpful.
What is it about the Amish way of life that
appeals to so many readers? Perhaps it is their
devotion to their faith and the determination
they have to live a life that is true to their
values. Maybe it is the priority they place on
family and their willingness to sacrifice for each
other. It might be the lure of a simpler life-style
or their strong work ethic. Whatever the
reason, stories about the Amish are uplifting
and satisfying to read.

We are adding two new Beverly Lewis
books to our collection this month, The
Photograph and The Wish. The Amish life is
not without its problems, however. Both of
these stories deal with leaving the Amish
faith and finding a way back, though each is
from a different perspective. The Photograph
tells the story of Eva Esch and her efforts to
locate her younger sister Lily who has left to
follow her heart in the Plain world. In The
Wish, Leona Speicher loses her best friend
Gloria when her friend’s family is forced to
move away because of her father’s
indiscretions. When Leona discovers Gloria’s
family has gone Plain she is devastated.
Could this possibly be the life Gloria truly
wants? Though not part of a series, Beverly
Lewis readers will recognize some of the
characters and their family ties and will
quickly feel as if they are among friends.
Prayer Ministry Team: "First of all, pray."
(1 Timothy 2:1) A church's foundation is built on
prayer. We are beginning a Prayer Ministry
here at Immanuel, to offer prayer for people
after worship and other opportunities to grow
closer to God's heart. Training will be provided.
To find out more, please talk with Pastor Kurt,
Edgar Christian, or Sarah Gelner.

Small Group Ministry: In Acts 2, the first
Christians met regularly in their homes to eat,
learn, and pray together and to care for one
another. We plan to offer training for leaders
of existing and new small groups this summer.
Contact Pastor Kurt, John Rathmacher, or Chris
Dahl if you are interested in leading or joining
a small group!

c
Middle & High School
Youth Activities

Summer Programming Schedule
Now that it is Summer, we are following
our Summer Programming Schedule.
Our Youth Group meeting times will be
from 6:00-7:10 PM for Middle School and
7:15-8:30 PM for High School during this
time period. The Youth Board has decided
upon the following dates for our Wednesday
Summer Meetings: May: 24th, June: 7th,
July: 5th, 12th, 19th and 20th (Summer
Stretch Participants), and August: 9th.

Summer Mission Trip Team Important Dates
All those who are signed up to attend this
summer's trip, please make sure you mark
these dates and times down on your calendars.
Thank You. Our special meetings are on:
May 7th - Parents & Youth Meeting
10:45 AM - Noon
June 4th- Team Meeting #1
10:45 AM - Noon

Family Sweet Treats Trip
All Families of Youth in Grades 5-12,
we are heading to Sweet Treats in Jewell
Saturday, May 6th! We will meet at
Immanuel at 6:00 PM and bring $5.50 with
you to cover the cost of a Double Scoop, if
you want that much ice cream. There are also
Lactose Free options available. Come on out and
join us! Bring your family and bring a friend!
Holy Communion Faith Stepping Stone
The Holy Communion Faith Stepping Stone
will be held in the Cornerstone Room for
6th Grade parents and students together
on Wednesday nights (May 10th, 17th
and 24th) from 6:30 to 7:45 PM.
Bring your Bibles! See you there!

June 11th - Team Meeting #2
10:45 AM - Noon
June 15th - Parents Only Meeting
7:00 PM - 7:45 PM
June 18th - Team Meeting #3
10:45 AM - Noon
June 24th - Depart for Chattanooga
10:00 AM

G

2017 Graduates
Congratulations on your wonderful achievement!
If you are around town any this summer before
you head off to college, don't be afraid to swing
by church and hang out or let Zachary know if
you want to grab a coffee or soda somewhere!
You are welcome to still attend our summer
Youth Group activities!

July 1st - Return from Chattanooga
5 PM - 6 PM

Contact Zachary if you have any
questions about youth activities

If you know any friends or family in need of
meals following births, deaths, illnesses, or
surgeries, contact Sarah Jensen
(suttonsbay1@yahoo.com) or the
church office. Sarah will help
organize the providing of meals
using the Meal Train Website
and will notify the
congregation allowing
you to sign up for times to
provide meals for those in their time of need.

Summary of April 2017 Council Meetings
Joint Council




Trinity and Confirmation to package meals at
Meals From the Heartland in DSM April 26.
Youth Group Family Celebration April 30.
Summer Stretch registration deadline April 26.

President Terry Thompson called the

meeting to order.


Rick Richie shared devotions.

Joel Danielson gave an update on the CAT from Board of Education—Apr. 20
the Transition Team.

Discussed end of year program, next year’s

Denny Bauman gave the monthly treasurer’s
Sunday School curriculum, Day Camp, and
report.
thanks for Sunday School music leaders.

Report of Boards.

Mission update: $2353 raised for Rice Bowls!

Exec Team to draft employee policy handbook.

Celebration to be held for Pastor Kurt’s D.Min. Deacons—Apr. 20
 Opened with prayer concerns.
degree.
 Discussed plans for Prayer Ministry Team and

Next meeting: May 11.
Small Group Ministry.
Trustees—Apr. 20
 Began planning outdoor worship and picnic for
 Opening Prayer – Rick Richie
June 18.
th
 Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
 100 anniversary celebration of Immanuel
 Project Updates: rebates coming from social
sanctuary on July 2; Johan and Sonja Hinderlie
hall/kitchen furnace & AC, WiFi thermostats;
to give Martin & Katy Luther presentations,
cabinets and countertop installed in workroom;
perhaps including evening dinner program.
carpet cleaning in sanctuary on May 1; leaving  Begin Mission Challenge on April 23.
washer and dryer in parsonage; parsonage
committee established; sanctuary roof to be
In life, there are many promotions
patched; getting bids on new sanctuary roof.
in spiritual growth, but there is no
 Accepted bid for church and parsonage lawn
graduation.
care.

Youth Board—Mar. 7








Chris Dahl opened with prayer.
Middle School game night with other churches
at Rec Center and Immanuel had 60 kids and 10
adults in attendance!
Reviewed other past and upcoming events,
including Lenten supper, Good Friday worship,
Easter breakfast, and summer mission trip.
Still looking for a 5th Youth Board member.
Adult volunteers needed for upcoming Middle
School Youth Group times: May 24, June 7,
August 9

Youth Board—April 4





Rodney Bunn opened with prayer.
Reviewed March and upcoming April activities.
17 attended Family Roller Skating on March 12.
Good Friday worship and Easter Breakfast plans

-T. J. Bach

Communion Sunday

29

28

Church Office Closed

Memorial Day

22

Graduation Sunday
21
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)
2:00 P.M. Graduation Ceremony (High School)

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

15
Luella Kalvik’s Preschool
Program Practice and
Program Day (Social
Hall & Sanctuary
reserved all day)

8
6:30 P.M.
Board of Ed. Meeting

1

Mon

Mother’s Day
14
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast
8:30 A.M. Sunday School
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Celebration for Pastor Kurt (Social Hall)
10:45 A.M. Mission Trip Parents & Youth Meeting

7
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Immanuel Lutheran Church

Sun

9:30 A.M.
Staff Meeting

9:30 A.M.
Staff Meeting
5:30 P.M.
Youth Board

9:30 A.M.
Staff Meeting

30

9:30 A.M.
Staff Meeting

23

9:30 A.M.
Staff Meeting
2:00 P.M.
Women’s
Monthly Bible
Study

16

9

2

Tue

9:00 A.M. Women’s Weekly
Bible Study
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

31

9:00 A.M. Women’s Weekly
Bible Study
6:00 P.M. Middle School
Youth Group
6:30 P.M. Holy Communion
Faith Stepping Stone
7:15 P.M. High School
Youth Group
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

24

9:00 A.M. Women’s Weekly
Bible Study
6:30 P.M. Holy Communion
Faith Stepping Stone
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

17

25

18

6:00 P.M.
Deacons Meeting
7:00 P.M.
Trustees Meeting
8:15 P.M.
Council Meeting

9:00 A.M. Women’s Weekly
Bible Study
6:30 P.M. Holy Communion
Faith Stepping Stone
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

National Day
of Prayer

11

4

Thu

10

9:00 A.M. Women’s Weekly
Bible Study
6:30 P.M. Junior Choir
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper
6:45 P.M. Trinity &
Confirmation Classes
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

3

Wed

26

(Immanuel’s
Library)

9:00 A.M.
Writer’s Group

19 Newsletter
Articles Due

12

5

Fri

8:00 A.M.
Men of
Immanuel

27

Spring Work
Day

9:00 A.M.

Men of
Immanuel

20
8:00 A.M.

13
8:00 A.M.
Men of
Immanuel

8:00 A.M.
Men of
Immanuel
6:00 P.M.
Youth Group
Families
Sweet
Treats Trip

6

Sat
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So neither the one who plants
nor the one who waters is anything,
but only God, makes things grow.

1 Corinthians 3:7

Beginning … and beginning again
During the coming weeks, as you or loved ones celebrate
graduation, remember it isn’t a closed door, an end or a
farewell. Instead, it’s an entryway threshold, a beginning,
a hello — and one of many such opportunities that mark life.
“God wants us to know that life is a series of beginnings,
not endings, just as graduations are not terminations
but commencements,” writes Bernie Siegel. “Creation
is an ongoing process, and when we create a perfect
world where love and compassion are shared by all,
suffering will cease.”
Of course, we can “create a perfect world” only by
letting God guide our actions. So, dear graduates, may you partner with God to meet suffering
with love, kindness and compassion through all the new beginnings of your life!
Jeremiah 29:11—For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

