
                  Lent 2022 Wednesday 
                               night series:
                       The Armor of God

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken millions of lives 
and sent shockwaves through our global economy. It 
has caused long-term debilitating effects on many 
people’s physical health. But many of the 
pandemic’s effects are not so easily seen: the 
dangerous ripples that it has caused in people’s 
mental, emotional, and spiritual health. Anxiety, 
depression, substance abuse, and suicide have 
surged during this time of isolation and worry. How 
can we defend ourselves, our friends, and our families 
from these unseen enemies? 

In Ephesians 6:10-18, Paul urges us to put on “the full 
armor of God” to take our stand against the devil’s 
schemes and the spiritual forces of evil. On 
Wednesday nights during Lent, we will equip 
ourselves with the protection God provides us. 
 
March 2: Ash Wednesday–The Armor of God: 
The Belt of Truth 

March 9: The Breastplate of Righteousness

March 16: The Readiness of the Gospel of Peace

March 23, 2022: The Shield of Faith

March 30: The Helmet of Salvation

April 6: The Sword of the Spirit (God’s Word and Prayer)

Continued on page 2
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We’re updating the newsletter layout by revamping 
and adding articles to make our newsletters more 
informative and pleasing to read! You’ll find changes 
monthly as we adjust the design and content. Please 
be patient while we try new things, and let us know 
how we’re doing at office@immanuelstorycity.org. 
Thanks for reading The Immanuel Informer!

Immanuel’s In Person 
Worship Precautions 

at this time:

                     Face masks or coverings are 
                   required for our 8:30 A.M. 
worship service, as well as when you enter 
and exit the sanctuary during any of our 
services. Disposable and reusable masks 
are available as you enter the building.

                     Hand sanitizer is available in 
                   multiple areas of the church. 
                   We use a variety of cleaning 
                   supplies to disinfect pews, 
handles and railing in between services.

                      We are still observing “social 
                      distancing” in the narthex 
and in the sanctuary by rotating pews that 
are used for services. We ask that family 
groups space themselves apart from 
others. Though we don’t recommend 
hugging or hand-shaking at this time, we 
do encourage elbow bumps and air hugs!  

Our Mission
Building Strong Relationships in Christ,  

And Making Him Known to All.

 

Sundays
8:30 & 10:45 A.M.

Wednesdays during Lent
6:30 P.M.

The Immanuel Church Council is 
relaxing our COVID-19 worship 
protocol as we turn a new corner in 
this pandemic. Please take note 
that these guidelines and protocol 
may change as we continue to 
adapt. Thank you for your prayers, 
patience, and understanding as we 
make these decisions!

For In-Person Worship

See the plan on page 2!
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Attendance
JANUARY 2: 63
JANUARY 9: 98

JANUARY 16: 128
JANUARY 23: 134
JANUARY 30: 121

Average Sunday 
Attendance: 109

January 18: 
Carrol Sanderson, 

wife of Orville Sanderson 
(past Immanuel pastor)

JANUARY 27: 
Merle Frette

JANUARY 30: 
Steve Johnson

FEBRUARY 1:
Patricia Larson

Danni Jean Whipple, 
daughter of Trent & Tosha 

Whipple, born October 8, 2020.
Sponsors: Brian & Caryn Watson 

and AJ & Amber Christian

JANUARY 24: 
Grayson John Nordeen, 

son of Kyle & Ashley Nordeen, 
born December 3, 2020.

Sponsors: Mike & Jamie Nordeen and 
Doug & Briana Goodenbour

Dear Immanuel Family: Thank you for your 
   prayers, cards, flowers, and memorials in 
     memory of our husband, father and 
       grandfather, Steve Johnson. 

       Pastor Kurt, thank you for your talk and 
      prayers with Steve in the hospital, and 
    words of comfort to us since his death.  
  Immanuel’s love and support is lifting us.

Marci Johnson

IN OUR PRAYERS:
●Those fighting or 

recovering from illness

●Our congregation as we 
continue in our growing 
ministry and service

●Our government and our 
military

●Our law enforcement, 
healthcare workers, 
teachers and students

●Christians around the 
world who are in danger 
or in harm’s way

We’re always looking for more 
members (of all ages!) to 
volunteer for worship, whether 
it’s behind the scenes or in front 
of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can 
help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or 

instrumental)
● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact Mary Mechaelsen or 
the church office if you’re 
interested in volunteering! 
We’d love to add you to our 
worship schedule!
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Continued from page 1 
                                                                     We will gather on Wednesday 
                                                                     nights at 5:45 in the Social 
                                                                     Hall for a meal together; see 
                                                                     the list in this newsletter of 
                                                                     what will be served each night 
                                                                     by various groups in the 
                                                                     church! Lenten worship will 
                                                                     be at 6:30 each Wednesday. 
                                                                     Join us in person or online to 
                                                                     be strengthened by this series 
                                                                     on the Armor of God!

                                                                     Our winter sermon series on 
                                                                     Sundays will continue through 
                                                                     the Acts of the Apostles, 
following Paul on his missionary journeys around the Mediterranean. 
Everywhere Paul went, the Holy Spirit started new Jesus communities 
who encouraged one another in faith and showed God’s surprising 
love to the people around them. Each week, we provide weekly 
questions for small group study so we can grow closer to one 
another and to God. Here are the themes we will explore this month 
in The Amazing Acts of the Holy Spirit Continue:

March 6: Acts 16:6-15 - A Vision for Macedonia

March 13: Acts 16:16-40 - Jailed for Doing Good

March 20: Acts 17:1-9 - Proclaiming the Messiah King

March 27: Acts 17:10-15 - Receiving the Message with Eagerness

Who will you study God’s Word with this month: some family, friends, 
or neighbors? If you’re not currently part of a small group, let us 
know; we’d love to help you get connected with others. God’s peace 
and strength surround you and protect you this Lent!

Pastor Kurt



SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

2
5:45/6:30 P.M. 
Ash Wednesday Meal 
& Worship

7:15 P.M.
EPIC

8:00 P.M.
Senior Choir

3 
9 A.M. 
Quilting

4 5
8 A.M. 
Men of Immanuel

6 Communion 7
8:30 A.M.
Women’s Bible 
Study

8
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

7 P.M.
Social Hall 
reserved

9
5:45/6:30 P.M. 
Lenten Meal & Worship

7:15 P.M.
EPIC

8:00 P.M.
Senior Choir

10
6:30 P.M. 
Deacons

7:00 P.M.
Trustees

8:15 P.M.
Council

11 12
8 A.M.
Men of Immanuel

13 14
8:30 A.M.
Women’s Bible 
Study

15
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

 

16
5:45/6:30 P.M. 
Lenten Meal & Worship

8:00 P.M.
Senior Choir

17

2:00 P.M. 
Ladies Game 
Day Afternoon

18 19
8 A.M.
Men of Immanuel

20
10:30 A.M. 
Service of Holy 
Communion

21
8:30 A.M.
Women’s Bible 
Study

22
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

7 P.M.
Social Hall 
reserved

23
5:45/6:30 P.M. 
Lenten Meal & Worship

7:15 P.M.
EPIC

8:00 P.M.
Senior Choir

24 25 26
8 A.M.
Men of Immanuel

27 28
8:30 A.M.
Women’s Bible 
Study

29
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

30
5:45/6:30 P.M. 
Lenten Meal & Worship

7:15 P.M.
EPIC

8:00 P.M.
Senior Choir

31

How amazing, Jesus, that you faced temptation just as I 
do every day. Remind me to draw on Scripture to 
confront it, but most of all to rely on you for strength to 
resist and forgiveness when I fail.

calendar

Events

Birthdays and anniversaries

Church hours for thanksgiving

Daylight savings

November holidays

All saints

Church secretaryslide

 

12/22: Al & Karen Hermanson
12/28: Chuck & Emily Anderson

                                                                       12/3: Diane Swenson; 12/5: Nadine Beck, Fran Christian, David Hanson;  
                                                                       12/6: Katie Brouwer, Hunter Hill, Paul Voga; 12/7: LaVerne Pierce, Laurie 
                                                                       Thompson; 12/8: Chuck Carlson, Tess Leeman; 12/9: May Loots; 12/10: Larry  
                                                                       Fuhrman; 12/11: Emma Martin; 12/12: Mike Billings, Judy Hill; 12/13: Diane 
                                                                       Christian, Tim Marienau, Leah Oppedal; 
12/14: Katrina Mader, Steve Skartvedt; 12/16: Duane hassebrock, 
Andrew johnson; 12/17: Janet Oppedal; 12/19: Donna Kallem, Jason
Thompson; 12/20: Jim Hovick, Rachel Isebrand, Sophia Smith;
12/21: Ashlee Mullenbach, Braden Richardson, Solvay Twedt, Susan 
Twedt; 12/23: Kane Hassebrock, Brooke Lynn Mader; 12/25: Carol 
Sherman; 12/27: Chuck Anderson, Nicole Engelhardt, John Nordeen; 
12/28: Jace Mensen; 12/29: Adelyn Valen; 12/31: Janet Hermanson

Birthday

Wedding Anniversary

SPRING SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Sunday School and Adult Education
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

Communion
EPIC and lenten 
worship
Spring forward
First day of spring
Spring break
Newsletter
Heart to heart on 
13th
Womens bible 
study
Easter Lilies?
Holy Week 
Schedule
Easter Morning 
Schedule
VBS
Riverside events

https://www.remove.bg/

April fools day
Good Friday
Easter
Other 
holidays?
Spring work 
day on april 9

A reminder that on 

Sunday, May 30th, we 

begin our Summer 

Worship Schedule with 

one service at 9:30 A.M.!
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Articles, 
pictures, & 

announcem
ents 

are due to 
the church 
office on 

the 
20th of 

each 
month. 

We’re always looking for more members 
(of all ages!) to volunteer for worship! 
Contact Mary Mechaelsen or the church 
office to volunteer! We’d love to add you to 
our worship schedule!



Broadcast

Inclement weather policy

Covid protocol

Volunteers
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November
Pastoral Acts:

If we’re missing your anniversary or 

birthday, please let us know so that we 

can celebrate your day!

3/1: John Kowalik, Courtney Larsen
3/6: Pat McKim, Michael Nordeen
3/7: Stephanie Amundson, Claudia Fuhrman, Tom Hunt, 
Roger Olsen, Gary Uthe
3/10: Ben Carlson, Jaynee Christian
3/11: Keely Oberender, Jennifer Zerr
3/12: Josie Concannon, Tyler Hovick, Larry Kallem, Sue Trampel
3/14: Brookelyn Jondle, Mike Ness, Clarion Thompson, Luke Winecoff
3/15: Sue Frette, John Valen, Lana Voga
3/16: Joann Shold
3/19: Ava Charlson, Brody Concannon
3/20: Kennedy Whitaker
3/21: Sandy Jacobson, Chris McIlrath, Dan Oakland, 
Caden Sporleder
3/22: Debra Gallagher
3/24: Karla Concannon, Patty Sindt, Donna Teigland
3/25: Sherry Olsen
3/26: Stefanie Charlson
3/27: Brice Haskin, Amelia Schaufenbuel
3/28: Haidyn Oberender, Jim Oberender, Kim Severson
3/30: Cathy Braathun, Elsey Haberl, Mike Petzenhauser
3/31: Kaylin Contag, Ed Frette, Shirley Wheeler
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3/2: Greg & Lana Voga
3/11: Chuck & Laura Carlson
3/16: Jason & Laura Loots
3/22: Kent & Lisa Handeland



If you would like to share a plant for Easter Sunday, please fill out the 
form below, enclose payment and return to the church office.

 A limited number have been reserved, so order yours early. 
The deadline for ordering is Thursday, March 31.

Given by:_______________________________________________

I/We would like to order _______ at $10.00 each.

 

______ In Honor of ______________________________________________

______ In Memory of ____________________________________________

 

The lilies should be picked up following the                                                         
9:30 A.M. Easter Worship Service on April 17.

Second chances solid 
and sketch
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Immanuel’s Mission of Comfort Quilting Group is in need of 
twin, queen, and king sheets in good condition (no stains or 
holes).  This saves us from purchasing fabric for backs of 
our quilts.  We also are in need of thread of any color.  
These items can be dropped off at the church anytime.  
Thank you! -The Quilters

                                            Riverside offers a wide 
                                            range of summer pro-
                                            grams, from half week 
                                            sessions for our young-
                                            est campers, to full week 
                                            programs for campers 
                                            entering 3rd grade all 
                                            the way through high 
                                    school, and family camp. 
             Riverside also has a beginner and inter-
             mediate ranch camp program as well as 
an adventure camp focused on growing in faith 
through enjoying God's creation. But of course, all 
our programs are first and foremost focused on 
knowing Jesus Christ.

To find out more about Summer Camp & other 
programs, check out riversidelbc.org

Immanuel Scholarships and Discounts for 
Riverside and other Christian camps are available! 
Please contact the church office or one of the 
pastors to learn more!

https://www.riversidelbc.org/


Join us for a fun girls’ night out!
The Unknown Tour: Faith Over Fear!
Comedy, worship, music, and speakers!

Saturday, April 2, 2022
First Congregational Church
312 West Main Street
Marshalltown, Iowa

6:00 P.M. show  -- doors open at 5:30

Tickets are $15 for groups of 10 or more.

Tickets are $20 at the door.

For more information go to 
theunknowntour.org

There will be a sign-up in the narthex for 
anyone who might like to go.  Jaynee 
Christian will be ordering tickets on March 
15th and would appreciate your money in 
advance! You can give your money to 
Allison or Jaynee.  We will coordinate rides 
when it gets closer to April 2nd.
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Update

                            Our mission trip plans continue
                                  for our trip to Sioux Falls 
                                    this June. We are partner-
                                    ing with the Lifelight Youth
                                    Center and Union Gospel
                                    Mission of Sioux Falls to
                                   learn, grow, and work hard! 
                                    Our group of 11 students 
and leaders ask for your prayers as we prepare 
for this unique experience! If you have 
questions, or if someone you know wants to 
potentially go along, talk to Pastor Andrew.

2021
June 25-28

Lifelight
Funeral Committee Meeting
Outdoor July
Outdoor Riverside August
Riverside Quilt Auction and 5K
Rally Day, After School Adventure, 
Sunday School Teasers

Christmas page--services, 
advent, kids program, 
cantata, special music for 
services

Winter weather 
cancellations

Update
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EPICstorycity is Immanuel’s youth 
group ministry and is open to all 5th 
- 12th grade students, regardless of 
church affiliation or background! We 
meet at the church for pizza, small 
groups, games and worship!

Leaders: Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org
Allison Potratz
allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Meets Wednesdays during Lent from 7:15 
to 8:00 P.M. at Immanuel Lutheran Church
(no EPIC during Spring Break, 3/16)

EPIC is rolling in 2022!  We’ve had a 
solid winter so far as we talk about 
God’s design for relationships in the 
areas of friends, authority figures, and 
God.  We are excited in Lent to 
piggyback with our Ephesians sermon 
series on the Armor of God, and 
address some very real and large issues 
with anxiety and depression in our 
youth and society.

Youth Room Project Update: As I 
write this, the Asbestos is coming down 
off the ceilings in the youth rooms!  
This will allow us to touch the ceilings 
again!  Once this is complete we’ll start 
buying furniture, and in the near future 
we’ll make plans to update the flooring.  
We’re on the hunt for some specific 
colors and durability of furniture to 
replace all of the old couches that we 
gave away.  If you have or know of 
something in the gray/black/dark 
brown colors that shows little or no 
wear, let Pastor Andrew know!

RScityserve has some exciting news to share!  
In February, we received our IRS approval to be a 501c3 
organization!  Our official name is “Bless Iowa 
Ministries,” but locally we will continue to operate as 
RScityserve.  This means that we can now access 
non-profit benefits, we can accept support from other 
nonprofits and churches more formally, and we can 
accept tax-deductible gifts from individuals.  

We had great success with the Winter Gear Swap 
(clothing closet) this winter, and we look forward to 
continuing our relationship with community leaders as 
we determine more ways to meet the hidden needs in 
our community for the sake of God’s Love!  If you have 
questions about RScityserve or would like to support this 
new ministry, contact me (Pastor Andrew) as I am 
serving now officially as the president of the board.

OUR VISION
To see our city strengthened and transformed by serving and 

blessing one another with no strings attached in the name of Christ.

OUR MISSION
To act as the hands and feet of Jesus as we identify and fulfill the 

needs of our city’s people and organizations.

OUR WORK
We work to identify needs within the Roland-Story School District, to 
connect those needs with compassion and resources, and to build 

relationships with those in our community who need them the 
most.

mailto:andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org
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Kingdom Kids and Young Disciples 
We celebrated the final Sunday School day of the year by 
singing during the 10:45 Worship Service.  Thank you to 
the Kingdom Kids’ teachers for practicing the songs in 
their rooms.  We appreciate Nicole Engelhardt for coming 
in the last few weeks so they could all practice together in 
the sanctuary. The Young Disciples were led by Allison and 
Pastor Andrew.  It was so great to see the students 
spreading the joy of Jesus through song! 

Intergenerational Prayer Warriors
All forty-two students that signed up to participate in the 
Intergenerational Prayer Warriors activity have been 
placed with an adult “buddy”. Please remember to keep 
both the children and the adults in prayer, as they grow in 
Christ’s love together. Thank you to all that signed up to 
participate!

Third Grade Inspirational Art
Pictured are the Third Grade students from Lori Whipple’s 
class. They were each asked to think of an inspirational 
word that they could paint on a small canvas.  

For more information about 
Immanuel’s Sunday School Program, 
contact  Jaynee Christian at 
jlchristian@hotmail.com.

March Birthdays
14:  Luke Winecoff
28:  Haidyn Oberender
30:  Elsey Haberl

Sunday School Happenings
March   6:  

Bakesale for Spring Mission Project

March   9:  
Sunday School serves Lenten Supper

March 13:  
Kingdom Kids sing in church

March 27:  
Young Disciples sing in church

May 

                  Happenings
We’re wrapping up the year!
May 9: Last day of Sunday School and 
both the Kingdom Kids and the Young 
Disciples will sing in church at the 10:45 
A.M. service!

Looking ahead to June...Day Camp!
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Kingdom Kids invite Parents to 

Sunday School

On Sunday, February 13, the parents of our Kingdom 
Kids students were invited to join them during the 
Sunday School hour. They enjoyed fellowship, making a 
craft, decorating cookies and playing Bingo. 

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com
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After School Adventure

On February 9th students gathered at Immanuel 
for a fun afternoon of After School Adventure!  
Our theme was all around Valentines Day, 
focused on how Jesus loves us and we are called 
to love others like Jesus.  

The students enjoyed making crafts, having a 
balloon fight, group juggling, and even wrapping 
each other up like mummies! Our last After 
School Adventure for the school year is April 
13th!  



No Offering 

Envelopes?

Scan the QR code to 
give a financial gift 

to Immanuel 
securely online!  

From the IMMANUEL ENDOWMENT FUND

GIFTS THAT KEEP ON GIVING

Endowment funds are gifts that keep on giving, securing the financial 
future of the Church. An endowment is a gift that can be invested to 
support church ministry programs such as outreach programs, capital 
improvements or debt reductions. The Endowment Committee of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church manages these gifts to the endowment fund 
for those purposes.

Having a planned giving program not only strengthens the future of our 
church but it is a way for you to say that you believe in the future of our 
church. An Endowment Fund program is truly a gift that keeps on giving.

 

Questions regarding 
finances can be 
directed to treasurer   
Al Hermanson, or 
financial secretary, 
Carol Lake.

Ways to give offerings

Pictures from newsletter.com

Building Immanuel Lutheran Church for 
the Next Generation

Financial Report – January 2022

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING 

BALANCE

Current & 
Mission 74,460.01 22,761.76 32,735.30 64,486.47

Improvement 34,207.23 93,052.75 0.00 127,259.98

Missionary 
Support 5,095.71 1,050.00 2,050.00 4,095.71

Memorial 3,250.69 0.00 0.00 3,250.69

Ministry 5,362.80 25,015.00 597.99 
(plus 500 transferred)

29,279.81

13



We are thankful that our 
tuckpointing and louver 
painting project has been 
completed before winter sets 
in! Now plaster restoration is 
being done in the balcony. 
Thank you for your continued 
support to make our building 
a beautiful space for ministry 
for years to come!

We are looking for more people to 
volunteer for worship, either behind the 
scenes or in front of the congregation. 
Here are a few ways you can help: sound 
or video technician, musician, usher or 
greeter, or reader. Contact the church 
office if interested!
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Summary of Feb. 13, 2022 Immanuel Council Retreat

Joint Council
·  President John Rathmacher welcomed new Council 

members and called the meeting to order.
·  Opening devotion: Allison Potratz.
·  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.
·  Report of Boards.
·  Old Business: Recent gifts update.
·  New Business: Appointed Patty Rathmacher as a Deacon; 

adopted sabbatical policy.
·  Next meeting: Mar 10th.

Trustees—Feb 13
·  Opening Prayer–Edgar Christian. 
·  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
·  Project Updates: Youth rooms renovation ongoing; 

discussed sanctuary interior repair and other possible 
projects.

·  Next meeting: Mar 10th.

Deacons—Feb 13
·  John Engelstad (Youth for Christ, Austin MN) will preach 

Feb 27.
·  2023 will be Immanuel’s 125th anniversary!
·  Discussed Lent and Easter details; Wed night Lent theme: 

The Armor of God; Easter 7:00 Sonrise service and 9:30 
worship service.

·  Brainstormed ideas for outreach and ministry in our 
community. 

·  Next meeting: Mar 10th.

Youth Board
·  J-term Youth Room projects completed; ceilings to be 

redone; finding furniture.
·  Planned winter/spring EPIC schedule.
·  Upcoming events: 5:45 Ash Wednesday meal; Good Friday 

youth-led service; Easter breakfast burritos; May 7 - Z8 
Youth Event by Lifelight in Sioux Falls, SD; July 19-22 - 
LCMC Youth Gathering at Grandview University.

·  Next meeting: TBD.

 Board of Education—Feb 13
·  Parents of Kingdom Kids invited to Sunday School Feb 

13;  Kingdom Kids sang in worship.
·  Discussed Spring mission project: bake sale for Youth 

for Christ (John Engelstad).
·  After School Adventure on Feb 9 went well; looking for 

helpers for Apr 13th.
·  Families at the River event at Riverside: Feb 27th at 

3:00.
·  Serving beefburger Lenten meal on Mar 9.
·  Next meeting: Mar 10.

2022 Immanuel Council 
& Board Members

Church Officers
President: John Rathmacher
Vice President: Joel Danielson
Secretary: Lori Whipple
Treasurer: Al Hermanson

Board of Deacons
Kelly Dahl, Brad Waline, Dion Whipple, 
Sherry Olsen, Patty Rathmacher

Board of Education
Lisa McIlrath, Brandi Hill, Laura 
Severson, Rachel Winecoff, Jaynee 
Christian (Sunday School Superintendent), 
Cindy Blomberg (Sunday School Treasurer)

Youth Board
Chris & Kelly Dahl, Patty Rathmacher, 
Grant Severson, Brian & Melanie 
Wakefield

Board of Trustees
Edgar Christian, Mike Mullenbach, Grant 
Severson, Steve Skartvedt, Jeff Loots 



Open during Office Hours 

and Sunday mornings

The Little Free Library is a 
resource for anyone in the 
community, accessible 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.

 

Little Free 

Library

Located right outside the 

front NW church doors

"Need a book, Take a book, 

Read a book, Leave a book." 

For a reader, it is always exciting to find a 
book or an author that you really enjoy. To 
discover that the book is part of a series or 
that the author has other books available is 
like frosting on the cake! This month we have 
a new series to introduce and two books to 
add to a series that has already started.

Colleen Coble’s “Pelican Harbor” series 
includes the books One Little Lie, Two 
Reasons to Run, and Three Missing Days. In 
the small Alabama coastal town of Pelican 
Harbor, Jane Hardy has just been appointed 
chief of police, filling the position most 
recently held by her father. Although highly 
qualified not all of the officers and city council 
members supported her appointment. The 
town has been plagued by a series of 
unsolved vigilante crimes over the past few 
months but when a body stuffed in a large ice 
chest is pulled from the bay it immediately 
becomes her No. 1 priority. To complicate 
matters even more, the mayor has given her 
approval to a request by documentarian Reid 
Dixon to do a story on women in small town 
law enforcement. When he shows up to 
shadow her, Jane is at first frustrated by the 
intrusion, but she soon realizes that Reid is a 
team player and an asset to her investigation. 
Although working closely together, Jane is 
determined not to let any feelings develop 
between the two of them. Her personal life is
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full of confusion and hurt and she struggles to 
keep it locked away so she can focus on her 
professional career. While each book has a new 
crime to solve, the story of how Jane works 
through her personal problems and her growing 
relationship with Reid continues to build, so 
reading the books in order is recommended.

Well-known author Tracie Peterson continues 
her “Willamette Brides” series with The Way of 
Love and Forever by Your Side. These follow 
the first book, The Secrets of My Heart and 
continue the generational saga which began 
with the three sisters, Grace, Hope, and Mercy in 
the “Heart of the Frontier” books. While romance 
is certainly an element in these stories, they are 
considered historical fiction, and there is much 
to be learned regarding the mistreatment of the 
Native American tribes as the northwest 
territories are settled. In each of these three 
books the young women involved are 
determined to solve the mystery of who is 
supplying guns and alcohol to the local tribes in 
an effort to stir them to rebellion so the settlers 
can “put them in their place once and for all.” 
You will be touched by the mercy, kindness, and 
determination of these three young “Willamette 
Brides”. Don’t miss their stories!
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                  Little Free Pantry

                                                                          The RS Ministerial Association’s 
                                     Little  Free Pantry is located at 
                                     510 Pennsylvania in Story City 
                                     for anyone that needs to take
                                     food and for those who would 
                                     like to give food to help others in
                                    need! Find out more about the 
Little Free Pantry movement at littlefreepantry.org.

March is National Professional 
Social Work Month

March is National Professional Social 
Work Month, a time to recognize social 
workers and thank them for all they do. 
At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we 
are grateful for the many social workers 
who have dedicated their lives to serving 
our communities across the state!

Maybe you have never had a social 
worker involved in your life. Yet, 
whether you realize it or not, you have 
had the benefit of their behind-the- 
scenes work in your community. Social 
workers help people help themselves by 
overcoming life’s most difficult 
circumstances or managing challenges 
of everyday living: poverty, abuse, 
mental illness, depression, addiction, 
disability, and many other situations. 

Iowa wouldn’t be the same without the 
patience, guidance, and empowerment 
that social workers provide. Happy 
National Professional Social Work 
Month!

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 
Christ through compassionate service. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org 
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

2021 Events

April 10
SPRING BLAST

April 17
SPRING WORK DAY

April 23-25
MEN’S RETREAT

Find out more about 
these events and to 

register at 
Riversidelbc.org

Mothers of Preschoolers: 
Are you a mom of young 
children & want to connect 
with other moms? Join us 
for MOPs and meet other 
women who are in the 
same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson 
at anjknutson@gmail.com 
or 719-351-6899.

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

Norsemen Food Pantry
Located at the RS Middle School in Roland

Open Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring 
bags, boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home . 
Call the Roland- Story Middle School for questions or 
to donate: (515) 388-4348. 17
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Riversidelbc.org
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Are you a mom of young 
children & want to connect 
with other moms? Join us 
for MOPs and meet other 
women who are in the 
same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson 
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              Little Free

           Pantry

The RS Ministerial Association’s 
Little Free Pantry is located at 
510 Pennsylvania in Story City 
for anyone that needs to take 
food and for those who would 
like to give food to help others 
in need! Find out more about 
the Little Free Pantry movement 
at littlefreepantry.org.

Norsemen Food Pantry

Located at the RS Middle School 
in Roland

Open Every Sunday 
from 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Appointments not necessary. 
Call the Roland-Story Middle 
School for questions or to 
donate: (515) 388-4348.

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

MEETING NEEDS WITH 
COMPASSION IN THE 
ROLAND AND STORY 

CITY AREAS
Whether you need help 
directly or you would like to 
help--you can submit your 
needs and support and find 
out more about what we’re 
doing at R-S CityServe on 
Facebook and online at 
http://rscityserve.org/. 

Help us bless others and 
show God’s love in action!

  Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
  2nd & 4th Thursday of the month
  9:15-11 A.M. at Harvest E-Free
  Check Harvest’s website for current 
  calendar: https://harvestefree.org/

                                     Calling all moms! Whether you 
                                     are a soon-to-be mom, first time 
mom or seventh time mom, you are welcome here! 
Whether you are an adoptive mom, foster mom, young 
mom, seasoned mom, or any other type of mom, you are 
welcome here! We would love to have you at our 
monthly MOPS meetings. Childcare is provided for those 
children 0-5 years of age. If you would like more 
information, feel free to contact Anjuleah Knutson at 
719-351-6899.

Financially 
supported 
by Thrivent

2:00 
P.M.
$5 

tickets
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CHURCH STAFF Milianna Carlson Office Secretary
office@immanuelstorycity.org

Carol Lake Financial Secretary
accounting@immanuelstorycity.org

Church Council
council@immanuelstorycity.org

Jeff Baker Custodian

Pastor Kurt Jensen
kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org

Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Allison Potratz Youth & Family Ministries
allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Chris Dahl Deployed Pastor to Riverside
chris@riversidelbc.org

SOCIAL MEDIA

      Facebook
        ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity

YouTube
 Immanuel Lutheran Story City

  Apple Podcasts
  Immanuel Lutheran Church,
  Story City, IA

ONLINE SERVICES

Watch worship services LIVE on Facebook, view/listen to archived 
messages on our website, iTunes podcast, or YouTube channel.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Story City, Iowa
Permit No. 44

with Immanuel Lutheran Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI, 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

CONTACT
        604 Lafayette Avenue
        Story City, Iowa 50248

        515-733-4972
        515-733-4070 (fax)

        office@immanuelstorycity.org
        www.immanuelstorycity.org

        Church Office Hours:
        Monday - Friday: 9 A.M. - 12 P.M.

        Find our church calendar &    
        other resources on our website

red:A23D32 or 
AA3E31

Green: 9ead6f or 
AfC064

Yellow: E1D37F or 
FFE9C7 or EBE898

Light Gray: D9D2D1

Gray/Brown/Black: 
3D3936

White: FFFFFF

19

 604 LAFAYETTE AVENUE
 STORY CITY, IOWA 50248

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:accounting@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:council@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org
mailto:chris@riversidelbc.org
mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org
http://www.immanuelstorycity.org

