
1 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Called Deeper 
The Way of Jesus 

 
As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,  
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into 
the lake, for they were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I 
will send you out to fish for people.” At once they left their nets and  
followed him. 
Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee,  
preparing their nets. Jesus called them,  and immediately they left the boat 
and their father and followed him. – Matthew 4:18-22 

 
“Follow me,” says Jesus. This is the invitation that will 
change lives. Jesus’ disciples were called by the Messi-
ah himself to leave what they were doing and follow.  
Perhaps you know this, but these disciples being called 
were not the brightest students, the most knowledge-
able Jews, or even remotely special in the eyes of their 
culture. The fact that each disciple was called away 
from a trade or “day job” means that they had not 
“made it” in Jewish school. They had not been invited 
to follow any other Rabbi. 
 
Jesus makes the call, none the less. Jesus proclaims an 
invitation to a life and a way that is more meaningful, 
more holy, and deeper. They are called deeper. That 
call requires action. It requires that they learn and 
work to do the things that Jesus does. 
 
This Lenten season we’re going to look at what it 
means to be “Called Deeper.” Each Wednesday service 
will look at an important aspect of Jesus’ life and min-
istry that we can easily relate to and apply to our lives.  
For example, Jesus spends a fair amount of time in  
solitude and in prayer. Therefore, we can arrive at the 
conclusion that this is important for Jesus’ followers as 
well. It is important for us. And so, we too have this 
invitation to go deeper into Jesus’ life, ministry, 
rhythms, and truth.                        Continued on page 6 
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Secretary Helpers 
(Bulletins are ready to fold by 9:15 A.M. on Fridays)  

Substitutes:  Sara Anderson, Jerry Greenfield,  
Leah Oppedal, Berniece Voga 

March 6 Charlotte Loots, Judy Hested March 20 Nadine Beck, Ruby Olson 

March 13 Jerry Greenfield March 27 Ardella Mostrom, Marilyn Whipple 

Ushers John Johnson, Jon Mehl, Don Olson, Rick & Mary Ruppel, Jason & Laura Loots 

 March 1 
Communion Sunday 

March 8 
 

March 15 

Greeters Al & JoNann Twedt Jason & Laura Loots Family Jeff & Charlotte Loots 

Reader Shirley Frette Carol Ann Morris Laura Severson 

Acolyte Gracie Oliver Brooklyn Richardson Adalyn Sporleder 

 March 22 March 29  

Greeters Mike & Sue Valen Joel & Mary Danielson  

Reader Brielle Wakefield Al Hermanson  

Acolyte Tucker Whitaker Bradey Haberl  

Interested in volunteering?  
Contact Shirley Frette 

(515.956.4324),  
the church office, or fill out 

the tear-off panel in our 
weekly bulletin. 

Funeral Committee 

Sue Frette 
 

Banners & Paraments 
Carol Baedke 

 

Communion Preparation 
Brad & Karen Waline 

 

 

Communion Assistants 
Dion Whipple 
Shirley Frette 

 

Communion Helpers 
Gabriella Wakefield 

Amelia Schaufenbuel 
 

Sound Engineer 
Craig Sargent 

March 2020 
Ministry Volunteers 

7 P.M. Wednesday Night Lenten Services 

 March 4 March 11 March 18 

Ushers Frank & Carol Baedke, Steve Olson Merlin & Clara Wendt, Ken Frette 

Reader Brad Skaar Shirley Frette Deb Olson 

6 P.M. Meal Youth Board Seasoned Souls Men of Immanuel 

 March 25 April 1  

Ushers Brad, Julie and Sam Skaar Roger & Fran Christian, Bruce & Jo Mortvedt  

Reader Dion Whipple Mary Ruppel  

6 P.M. Meal Sunday School Senior Choir 
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March 2020 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 
Communion Sunday 
 

2 P.M. Zearing 
Health Care Worship 

2 
 

3 
9 A.M. Staff Mtg 

 

4 
6 P.M. Lenten Supper 
7 P.M. Worship 
7:45 P.M. EPIC and Senior Choir 

5 
 

6 
10 A.M. Bulletins 

7 
7:30 A.M.  
Women’s Breakfast 
8 A.M.  
Men of Immanuel 

8 9 
 

10 
9 A.M. Staff Mtg 
7 P.M. Social Hall 
Reserved 

11 
6 P.M. Lenten Supper 
7 P.M. Worship 
7:45 P.M. EPIC and Senior Choir 

12 
9 A.M. Quilting 
6:30 P.M. Trustees 
7 P.M. Deacons 
8:15 P.M. Council 

13 
10 A.M. Bulletins 

14 
8 A.M.  
Men of Immanuel 

15 16 17 
9 A.M. Staff Mtg 
2 P.M. Women’s Bible 
Study 

18 
6 P.M. Lenten Supper 
7 P.M. Worship 
7:45 P.M. Senior Choir 

19 20 
10 A.M. Bulletins 

21 
8 A.M.  
Men of Immanuel 

22 
 

23 24 
9 A.M. Staff Mtg 
7 P.M. Social Hall 
Reserved 

25 
6 P.M. Lenten Supper 
7 P.M. Worship 
7:45 P.M. EPIC and Senior Choir 

26 
9:30 A.M. RS 
Ministerial Mtg 
10 A.M. Newsletter 
Folding (workroom) 

27 
10 A.M. Bulletins 

28 
8 A.M.  
Men of Immanuel 

29 
 

30 31 
9 A.M. Staff Mtg 

    

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (1430 AM) 
8 A.M. Prayer Time in Prayer Room (near Chapel) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education 
9:30 A.M. Worship 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

11:15 A.M.  
Prayer Workshop 
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Don ’t see your birthday or anniversary listed? 
Contact the church office or write down your 

information on the tear-off panel in the bulletin! 
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Summary of February 16, 2020 Immanuel Council Retreat  

Financial Report – January 2020 

Fund Beginning Balance Receipts  Expenditures Ending Balance 

Current & Mission Fund 79,833.78 18,456.35 31,072.65 67,217.48 

Improvement Fund 54,741.68 6,313.26 0.00 61,054.94 

Missionary Support Fund 8,630.17 205.00 1,875.00 6,960.17 

Memorial Fund 5,356.85 1,020.00 1,279.46 5,097.39 

Ministry Fund 1,028.60 4,773.27 239.52 5,562.35 

Church Financials  

Joint Council—Riverside Retreat Center 
•  President John Rathmacher called the meeting 
to order; opening prayer by Pastor Kurt. 

•  Discussion on Canoeing the Mountains: Chris-
tian Leadership in Uncharted Territory was led 
by the pastors. 

•  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.  
•  Report of Boards. 
•  Pastor Andrew led a review of Visioning Process 
so far. 

•  Next meeting: March 11. 
 

Trustees—February 16 
•  Opening Prayer: Edgar Christian 
•  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report. 
•  Project Updates: tuckpointing and other pro-
jects waiting for weather and contractors’ 
schedules; getting bids to replace parsonage 
HVAC. 

•  Unused office items to be made available for 
donations. 

• Congregation invited to sponsor new trees for 
church property. 

•  Church van brakes being repaired. 
•  Next meeting: March 11. 
 
 
 

Deacons—February 16 
• Opened with prayer concerns.  
• Ash Wednesday is April 26; Lent series “Called 

Deeper: The Way of Jesus”  
• Prayer workshop and Healing Service to be 

offered. 
• Prayer room being remodeled. 
• Discussed First Communion training.  
• Deacons to lead Easter SonRise service. 
• LifeLight Christian music festival July 11 down-

town Story City; seeking volunteers to help 
with setup, etc. 

• Next meeting: March 11  
 

Board of Education—February 16 
• Next After School Adventure is February 26 

with Valentine’s theme. 
• March 25 Lent Supper. 
• Spring Mission Kick off will be February 2nd. 
• Mar 29: Kingdom Kids Intergenerational Sunday. 
• Next meeting: March 11. 
 

Youth Board 
• Estes Park mission trip update. 
• Fundraisers: Lenten supper and Easter breakfast. 
• Next meeting: TBD 
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Who has seen the television show Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood? One of his most famous sayings 
was “It’s a beautiful day in the neighborhood”. Well 
it’s not always a beautiful day in the neighborhood. 
Sometimes it’s a rainy, cloudy, dreary day in the 
neighborhood. But it doesn't matter who you come 
across or what kind of a day it is - you are always 
supposed to love your neighbor as yourself. The 
greatest command is to love.  
 
I’d like to share a Bible verse: “Answer me when I 
call to you, my righteous God. Give me relief 
from my distress; have mercy on me and hear 
my prayer.” (Psalm 4:1) 
 
Last April we noticed a lymph node that kept get-
ting bigger by the week. I was seen by my pediatri-
cian for about a month and he then referred me to 
an ENT specialist. I had gone through a series of 
blood tests, scans, and needle biopsies. During this 
time there was a lot of discussion about what it 
could be. There was a lot of talk about lymphoma 
or a bad bacterium which we would not know un-
less having surgery. The discussion of surgery was 
scary to me because of where the lymph node was 
on my neck. There was a high risk that they could 
hit a facial nerve and I would have permanent 
nerve damage.   
 

Since I had more than one enlarged lymph node in 
my neck the doctor took the farthest one away 
from the facial nerve. The day after surgery, we got 
a call from our doctor telling us that it was a benign 
reactive lymph node.   
 
I believe God gave me something larger than what 
my family and I could go through on our own. 
There was a lot of stress and tension and a lot of 
tears from a lot of uncertainties.  I know I had a lot 
of people praying for me: friends, family and peo-
ple I didn't even know from the community. Thank 
you for that. The reason I chose Psalm 4:1 was be-
cause it felt like God could hear my prayer and 
yours, and He is always listening. He is always 
speaking to me while playing sports, hanging out 
with friends, or even when I'm by myself and need 
someone to confide in.    
 
I encourage you to always trust in the Lord and 
keep praying. I really feel like the power of prayer 
can get you through anything that this world 
throws at you. And, because all of you prayed for 
me, it’s a beautiful day in the neighborhood again.  
  
Thank you for reading and thank you Pastor An-
drew and Pastor Kurt for letting me share my story.  

How I Experienced the Power of Prayer 
 - by Brooklyn Richardson (adapted from Brooklyn’s testimony shared in worship on February 2, 2020) 

Continued from page 1 
 
Jesus wants you to go deeper. He does not 
want you to settle for less than what God has 
in store for you. Do not settle for sin, apathy,  
or feeling inept. Jesus forgives your sin, gives 
you life in the Spirit, and equips you for His 
work – just as He did for His disciples. 
 

As we grow deeper in our love for Christ, we’ll 
be able to go deeper as a congregation, and 
our ministry to each other and to our commu-
nities will be able to thrive. This is God’s desire 
for His Church: for Immanuel and for Christian 
churches across the globe. Let’s accept His invi-
tation, and let’s go deeper! 
 

Pastor Andrew 
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                                          funds are gifts that   
keep on giving, securing the financial future  
of the Church.  An endowment is a gift that  
can be invested to support church ministry  
programs such as outreach programs, capi-
tal improvements or debt reductions.  
The Endowment Committee of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church manages  these gifts to the 
endowment fund for those purposes. 
 

Having a planned giving program not only 
strengthens the future of our church but it is 
a way for you to say that you believe in the 
future of our church. An Endowment Fund 
program is truly a gift that keeps on  giving.  

Endowment 
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ALL WOMEN WELCOME! 
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Intergenerational Sunday 

The Young Disciples enjoyed some time with the 
adults on February 2 during an Intergenerational 
Sunday School hour. The time was opened in 
prayer. Allison and Pastor Andrew led the group 
with some familiar songs with hand movements.  
Everyone participated in a “get to know you” ac-
tivity followed by a game of “Would You Rather?” 
A sample question was, “Would you rather be 
swallowed by a whale, or live on Noah’s Ark?” 
Thanks to the Haberl family for providing treats! 
It was a fun morning! 

Spring Mission Project 
For our Spring Mission Project, we are raising 
money for Meals for the Heartland. The Sunday 
School children have been enjoying a Penny War. 
They are having a fun time placing silver coins in 
other grade level tubs. These coins count against 
the grade level receiving them. Some kids are 
quite competitive! On February 9, the Sunday 
School department hosted a bake sale. They 
made $172. Our last fundraiser will be a loose 
change offering on March 1. If you have any loose 
change, please hand it to one of our youth to put 
in our bucket. Thank you to everyone who pur-
chased goodies at our bake sale and provided 
change. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kingdom Kids Invite Parents  
to Sunday School 

The Kingdom Kids’ parents were invited to join 
their child’s Sunday School class on Sunday, Febru-
ary 16. Each of the four Kingdom Kids’ teachers 
had prepared an activity. Parents and kids rotated 
to each of these activities. The activities were:  
Bingo, decorating Valentine cookies, making a 
stained glass heart, and making a magnet. A trip to 
the library was also a rotation. Linda Doyle talked 
to the children about finding books and how to 
check them out. The children were so excited! 

 

k 
Sunday School News 



14 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 The Sunday School students have been focus-
ing on prayer. They have learned about the differ-
ent types of prayer: Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, and Supplication. They have 
learned that God listens and our prayers do not 
have to be long. The teachers did a very nice job 
of breaking down the Lord’s Prayer into petitions 
so the children could understand its meaning.   
On February 16, following the Children’s Sermon, 
our youth led the congregation in praying the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Young Disciples’ Prayer Crafts 
The Young Disciples enjoyed a day of making 
crafts based on prayer. Some of the crafts made 
were; prayer jars, prayer bags, prayer dry-erase 
frame boards and prayer journals.   

Lenten Supper 
Wednesday, March 25 

6:00 p.m. 
 
The Sunday School department will be serving a 
pork loin sandwich for the Lenten supper on 
Wednesday, March 25. If able, we are asking each 
student to provide the following food items: 
  
 3 year olds and 4 year olds: One bag of plain 
 or barbecue potato chips (around 15 ounces) 
 Kindergarten and First Grade:  One 12-count  
 package of hamburger buns 
 Second – Fifth Grade: One dozen cookies/ 
 bars per family. 
 
Please have your donation there no later than 
5:00 on the 25th. We encourage children and 
their parents to help with serving and clean-up.    
Thank you for your support of our Sunday 
School Department. 

 

Birthday Celebrations 
March 

Kingdom Kids     Young Disciples 
 14  Luke Winecoff  11  Keely Oberender 
 28  Haidyn Oberender 20  Kennedy Whitaker 
 30  Elsey Haberl  
 

July --  Half Birthday 
 
Kingdom Kids    Young Disciples 
9 Annabelle Potratz  11  Aubrey Johnson 
21 Sammy Potratz   13  Joshua Dahl 
28  Kase Reifschneider  16  Leif Skaar 
30  Issac Dahl     26  Easton Behanish 
30  Hyla Hill      30 Harper Hill 



15 

 h
 
Z

 Immanuel 
Youth 

If you have any questions about the 
Youth Program and Mission Trip, 

please talk to Pastor Andrew! 

We're gearing up for our June trip to 
Estes Park! Our 8 students & three 
adults are joining 36 students and 8 
adults from Lutheran Church of the 
Cross in Altoona. We'll spend time 
serving at various organizations & 
camps in the Estes Park, Colorado area! 
 

To help get us on our way & cover 
costs, we're doing two fundraisers to 
offset the costs of this trip. 
 

MARCH 4 - the Lenten dinner will 
be provided by the Youth Board 
and Mission Trip Parents! 100% of 
freewill gifts that evening will go  
to the trip fund. Come hungry for 
pizza, sides, and desserts! 
 

EASTER BREAKFAST - the Youth 
Board and Mission Trip families will 
put on our Easter Breakfast between 
our morning services! Cinnamon 
Rolls, Egg Bakes, and Fruit will be on 
the menu! Plan on being there to 
help fund this trip and give our Youth 
and incredible opportunity to serve, 
learn, and grow closer to Jesus Christ! 

SLEDDING PARTY 

 

Thank you to all of the families who joined us at Riverside  
for a sledding party! It was a beautiful day for sledding down 
Campfire Hill and families enjoyed hot chocolate, snacks and 

rec games in the Riverside Rec Hall! 

Dates to Remember 
 

March 1 
Loose Change Offering for Spring Mission Project 

 

March 8 
Kingdom Kids sing in church 

 

March 25 
Sunday School serves Lenten Supper 

 

March 29 
Kingdom Kids Intergenerational Activity in Social Hall  
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Church Library 

 

READ. Study. learn. 

                   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
 
 March is the month for which you can safely 
say the weather is reliably unreliable. The 
promise of spring gently unfolds one day only to 
be covered up by several inches of snow the 
next. Although you can’t be sure what the 
weather will be like this month, you can be sure 
of finding something good to read when you 
visit the church library. Here are some of our 
newest books. 
 

 The First Love by Beverly Lewis. Though her 
mobility has been compromised since childhood 
by juvenile rheumatoid arthritis, Maggie Esh 
longs to be able to contribute to her family and 
not be a burden. Now seventeen, with a new 
step-mother and four younger siblings, her 
family could certainly use her guidance and help. 
As she struggles to work through her 
responsibilities at home, she feels a tugging at 
heart to dream of someday having a husband 
and family of her own. The recent attention of 
two young men—one a local fellow, the other 
the son of the newly arrived tent revival 
preacher—has her wondering if her dreams 
could one day be a reality. What is God offering 
her and can she trust His guidance for her life? 
 

 The Story People by Heather Kaufman. The 
people of New Holden, Indiana loved their local 
bookstore, “Palermo’s Books”, so they were 
delighted when young Ben Palermo arrived to 

take over the store he had inherited from his 
beloved uncle Louis. The year Ben had given 
himself as a trial period had somehow turned 
into three, but now a sense of restlessness had 
settled over him, and his loyal customers were 
worried. Determined to keep Ben in New 
Holden, their well-intentioned (and often 
hilarious) plans are sincerely motivated but 
somewhat transparent. Ben knows his life is in 
God’s hands, but he sure wishes His plans were 
as obvious as the townspeople’s were. How the 
pieces of his life fall into place make this a story 
that will leave you feeling good long after you’ve 
finished the last page. 
 

New for middle school and teen readers: 
 

“Middle School Survival Series”, My Family, 
and My Faith, both by Kurt Johnston and Mark 
Oestreicher. Readable and fun, these books are 
full of the kinds of questions young people 
have and the answers they need but often 
don’t know how to find. 
 

The Best Friend, Life at Kingston High by 
Melody Carlson. “Sometimes being popular 
isn’t all its cracked up to be.” 
 

New children’s books: 
 

The Tiny Snowflake by Arthur Ginolfi, 
illustrated by Louise Reinoehl Mza. Shows 
children that while none of us are perfect, God 
did make each of us special. 
 

Noah’s Wife by Mary Rhodes Figley, illustrated 
by Anita Riggio. The story of Noah’s ark from a 
new perspective! 
 

The Friend Who Forgives, a True Story About 
How Peter Failed and Jesus Forgave, by Dan 
DeWitt and Catalina Echeverri. From the series 
“Tales That Tell the Truth”, this story brings the 
reality of the depth of Jesus’ love for us in 
forgiving our sins to the level that young 
children can understand and identify with. 
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When Christopher struggled with crippling anx-
iety at a young age, his mom, Cheyenne, didn’t 
know where to turn. Even going on a simple 
trip to the grocery store was almost impossible. 
She knew something needed to change.  
 
That change came in the form of LSI’s Behavior-
al Health Intervention Services. Each week, 
Christopher’s BHIS worker, Jose, visited the 
family in their home or met with them at the 
local library. He brought activities to engage 
Christopher and help him develop the coping 
skills he needed to feel better when he left the 
house. And at the same time, he provided 
words of encouragement and helpful parenting 
tips Cheyenne could use to help her child. 
 
Christopher recently celebrated his seventh 
birthday, and his confidence continues to grow. 
He feels more comfortable going out in public. 
He has graduated out of LSI services, and he 
recently made a new friend all on his own.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheyenne feels confident that even on the 
tough days, she has the knowledge she needs 
to help her child thrive, thanks to Jose. 
 
“LSI gave us the tools we needed to help him 

succeed, and the reassurance that we were do-

ing the right thing, even when it was hard,” she 

says.  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to  
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. 

Learn more at www.LSIowa.org  
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

March is National Professional Social Workers Month 
 
             March is National Professional Social Workers Month, a time to  
             recognize social workers and thank them for all they do. At Lutheran
             Services in Iowa (LSI), we’re grateful for the many social workers 
who have dedicated their lives to serving our communities across the state! 
 

Maybe you’ve never had a social worker involved in your life. Yet, whether you realize it or not, you’ve 
had the benefit of their behind-the-scenes work in your community. Social workers help people help 
themselves in overcoming life’s most difficult circumstances or managing challenges of everyday living: 
poverty, abuse, mental illness, depression, addiction, disability, and many other situations.  
 

Iowa wouldn’t be the same without the patience, guidance, and empowerment that social workers 

provide. Happy National Professional Social Work Month! 

Caring for Christopher    

http://www.LSIowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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