
Devotional for Lent, March 18, 2020—CALLED DEEPER: The Way of Jesus: Boldness 

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked 
him and he would have given you living water.”    John 4:10 
 

God calls us deeper into living the way Jesus did, acting boldly and fearlessly to spread the message of life in 
his kingdom.  
 

Jesus crossed societal boundaries to show the depths of God’s love. In Jesus’s day, Jews and Samaritans des-
pised each other for racial and religious reasons. They disagreed over where to worship God: Mount Gerazim, 
or the temple in Jerusalem. Jews regarded Samaritans as impure half-breeds whose ancestors had mixed their 
families and religion with other nations. Each side saw themselves as the chosen ones and others as people to 
be avoided.  
 

Those kinds of prejudices and feelings of entitlement still haunt us today. Think about the people you tend to 
fear and avoid. What’s underneath those feelings? Why are we most comfortable around people who are just 
like us? If the good news of God’s love is truly for everyone, then we are called to tear down the walls be-
tween ourselves and others, rather than building them higher.  
 

Jesus dared to speak not only to a Samaritan, but to a Samaritan woman, which was taboo in his culture. 
When he asked her for a drink, she responded with shock and surprise. Jesus responded by telling her that he 
had “living” water, which she took literally, thinking he had access to a source of flowing water. But Jesus 
meant water that gives life, that becomes in us a stream springing up to eternal life. In John 7:37-39, Jesus 
stood up in the temple during a festival of water and light and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from with-
in them.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive.  
 

Jesus’ boldness in speaking to the Samaritan woman at the well led to many people in her town encountering 
him and coming to believe that he is the Savior of the world (v. 39-42). God gives us boldness to proclaim his 
love to the people around us as well, acting to bring reconciliation and hope and life. 
 

Reflection and Discussion Questions: 
Read John 4:1-42, the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well. 
 

When you were growing up, who were the people you were told to avoid?  
 

What part of the community were you warned about? What would have happened if you had gone there? 
 

Why is it significant that this story takes place in Samaria? 
 

How does Jesus act in bold and surprising ways at the side of the well? 
 

What are you constantly “thirsting” for? How does Jesus satisfy you? 
 

What happens to “living” (flowing) water when it collects in a stagnant pond and doesn’t go anywhere? 
 

Think about the difference between the flourishing Sea of Galilee, which is fed by numerous streams, supports 
all kinds of life, and then flows out into the Jordan River; and the Dead Sea (below ocean level), which the wa-
ter of the Jordan River flows into and then simply evaporates. 
 

How can the “water of life” that Jesus offers flow into and through you?  
What happens when we neglect to share Jesus’ love with others? 
 

During this season of “social distancing” out of concern for the spread of COVID-19, how can you boldly care 
for your neighbors and spread the love of Christ? 
  

A prayer from today’s Daily Texts from Mount Carmel Ministries, based on Psalm 104:27-28 and 1 Peter 2:3. 
Faithful Provider, you give good to me in such abundance. Body and soul are fed and renewed daily. You know 
my needs even before I ask for anything. Forgive my obsession with saving for tomorrow and ignoring my 
neighbor’s needs today. May I find peace and joy in sharing your generous gifts of love with others now. Amen. 


