
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Week Lenten Service 
 
 
 

 
 

March 21, 2018 
 

Prelude 
 

Ringing of the Bell 
 

Hymn                    “I Will Sing of My Redeemer”                No. 517 
 

Opening Prayer                      Shirley Frette 
 

Scripture Readings     
 

Ephesians 1:15-23     

   For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped 
giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep 
asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, 
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may 
know him better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 
19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That 
power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he 
raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and 
dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present 
age but also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things 
under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for 
the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 
 

  Acts 16:6-15     

   Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of 
Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from 
preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to 
the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and 
went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man 



of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got 
ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had 
called us to preach the gospel to them. 

11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for 
Samothrace, and the next day we went on to Neapolis. 12 From 
there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city 
of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. 

13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, 
where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and 
began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of 
those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named 
Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The 
Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When 
she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited 
us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she 
said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us. 
 

Announcements 
 

Offering 
 

Message        “God’s Will and My Response: Lydia”      Kelly Dahl 
 

Special Music                 “No Longer Slaves”                Chris Dahl 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Benediction 
 

Hymn                                “I Then Shall Live”                     No. 604 
 

Postlude   

 
 

 
 

 

Organist: Emily Anderson         Lenten Meal: Board of Education 
 

Tonight concludes our Wednesday Lenten suppers and worship 
services. Thank you to all who assisted in hosting meals, 
ushering, and providing special music. 
 

Newsletter Articles & Announcements are due to the church 
office tomorrow! Late submissions are not guaranteed publication.  

Be Kind to Your Mind: Join us tomorrow from 6 to 8:40 P.M. at 
the Roland-Story High School Auditorium for an informative 
evening on a variety of current mental health topics impacting 
youth and adults. Brian Carico, a passionate supporter of students 
who struggle both academically and emotionally, will be our 
keynote speaker and a breakout presenter. Topics include 
depression, ADHD, Eating Disorders, among others. This event  
is free and open to individuals and families! 
 

Bethany Life will be holding their annual Palm Sunday Brunch 
and Bake Sale/Craft Sale, in support of their Chaplaincy program 
this Sunday from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Story City Senior 
Center. Chef Chris Hansen will be making omelets and serving 
streusel coffee cake, along with coffee, water and milk. Enjoy a 
great meal for a free will donation.  
 

Holy Week Schedule: 

Sunday, March 25: Palm Sunday Worship at 9:30 A.M. 

Thursday, March 29: Maundy Thursday Worship with Holy 
Communion at 7 P.M. 

Friday, March 30: Good Friday Worship at 7 P.M. 
 

Our regular Wednesday night schedule with Trinity & 
Confirmation Pizza Suppers at 6:30 P.M. and Classes at 6:45 
P.M. will resume next Wednesday, March 28. Senior Choir will 
meet at its regular time at 7:15 P.M. 
 

Join us on Easter Sunday, April 1st: 

7 A.M.--Sonrise Service 

8-9:15 A.M.--Easter Breakfast served by Youth 

9:30 A.M.--Easter Festival Worship  

10:30 A.M.--Coffee Fellowship  
 

Our Church Directory is HERE! Pick up a copy in the narthex 
and cross your name off the list. Extra copies are available for a 
freewill donation. If we run out, we’ll order more! 
 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation  
via E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays. 



Thy Will Be Done 

A Series of Services for the Season of Lent 

 

 
 

God’s Will And My Response 

 

Discussion Questions 

Talk about one or more of the following with a friend 
or family member. 

• Talk about a few of your favorite things—foods, 
or colors or music. Do you associate a memory, 
place or activity with any of those? 
 

• Have you ever gotten side-tracked on a trip or in 
life, and ended up someplace you didn’t intend 
to go—and it was better that way? Share your 
story. 
 
 

• Do you recharge socially or privately? Would you 
rather serve publicly or behind the scenes? How 
do you think the people around you would 
answer those questions? 

 
 
 
 
Discuss with someone who can point you back to Jesus 
and his love for you. 
 

• The Holy Spirit prepared Lydia’s heart to receive 
Paul’s message and shaped her response. How 
have you seen or experienced the Holy Spirit at 
work in similar ways? 

 
 

• When have you felt most useful to other people? 
When have you felt most useless? What can you 
learn about yourself in the differences between 
those two settings? 

 
 

• Where do you think the Holy Spirit is creating 
openness in you right now? What help from 
others or promise from Jesus will shape your 
response?

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


