
                We are made 
              BRAND NEW 

                       through Christ Jesus!
 

                       After a long year of having to say 
           “no” to so many things, we are so excited 

that we get to say “yes” to Day Camp at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church this June! If you remember, due to 
COVID concerns, we were unable to have an 
in-person day camp last summer. Instead, we opted 
to do an online VBS where we delivered craft kits to 
children’s homes and posted daily videos of songs, 
lessons, and crafts. This summer though, we will 
return to hosting Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp for   
2 days of Day Camp programming! Day Camp will 
take place June 14th and 15th and will be for students 
going into preschool-6th grade.  Day camp will run 
from 9-11 for preschool-kindergarten and 9-2 for 
1st-6th grade students. 

The theme for Day Camp this year is BRAND NEW 
and comes from Romans 6:4 which says, “Just as Christ 
Jesus was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life!”  Day campers will 
have an interactive learning experience through Bible 
studies, games, music, and crafts, all for the purpose 
of praising, proclaiming, and learning the truth that 
God is all loving, forgiving, and faithful!  It is through 
Jesus Christ that we are made BRAND NEW and given 
new life, new hope, new love, and a new vision for 
how we live our lives as followers of Jesus.

Registration forms are available in the lobby at church 
and on our church website.  You can turn forms into 
the church office along with a suggested donation for 
$10/child or $20/family.  
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We’re updating the newsletter layout by revamping 
and adding articles to make our newsletters more 
informative and pleasing to read! You’ll find changes 
monthly as we adjust the design and content. Please 
be patient while we try new things, and let us know 
how we’re doing at office@immanuelstorycity.org. 
Thanks for reading The Immanuel Informer!

Immanuel’s In Person 
Worship Precautions 

at this time:

                     Face masks or coverings are 
                   required for our 8:30 A.M. 
worship service, as well as when you enter 
and exit the sanctuary during any of our 
services. Disposable and reusable masks 
are available as you enter the building.

                     Hand sanitizer is available in 
                   multiple areas of the church. 
                   We use a variety of cleaning 
                   supplies to disinfect pews, 
handles and railing in between services.

                      We are still observing “social 
                      distancing” in the narthex 
and in the sanctuary by rotating pews that 
are used for services. We ask that family 
groups space themselves apart from 
others. Though we don’t recommend 
hugging or hand-shaking at this time, we 
do encourage elbow bumps and air hugs!  

Our Mission
Building Strong Relationships in Christ,  

And Making Him Known to All.

 

Sundays
8:30 & 10:45 A.M.

Wednesdays during Lent
6:30 P.M.

The Immanuel Church Council is 
relaxing our COVID-19 worship 
protocol as we turn a new corner in 
this pandemic. Please take note 
that these guidelines and protocol 
may change as we continue to 
adapt. Thank you for your prayers, 
patience, and understanding as we 
make these decisions!

For In-Person Worship

See the plan on page 2!

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


Continued from page 1

1st-6th grade campers will need to bring a sack lunch both days and 
masks will be optional for campers and volunteers.                                 

We are in need of volunteers to help make day camp happen! There 
are several openings to volunteer in the kitchen, provide meals for 
cabin leaders, host cabin leaders in your home, and shepherd 
campers to the different activities. Sign up to help for part of the day 
or both days! 

What a blessing it will be to hear the laughter, experience the smiles, 
and join together in worshiping our awesome God 
this June with all of our day campers! 

In Christ’s Love,
Allison Potratz

Attendance
APRIL 1

(Maundy Thursday)-57
APRIL 2

(Good Friday)-90
APRIL 4 (Easter)

8:30-89   10:45-92
APRIL 11

8:30-43  10:45-45
APRIL 18

8:30-49  10:45-45
APRIL 25

8:30-68  10:45-52
Average Sunday 
Attendance: 121

APRIL 26: 
Kaare Mehl

May 15:
Celebration of Life Service 
for Kaare & Martha Mehl

May 16:
Martha Voga

May 25:
Roger Auestad

May 28:
Funeral Service for 

Roger Auestad

JANUARY 27: 
Merle Frette
JANUARY 30: 

Steve Johnson
FEBRUARY 1:

Patricia Larson

Danni Jean Whipple, 
daughter of Trent & Tosha 

Whipple, born October 8, 2020.
Sponsors: Brian & Caryn Watson 

and AJ & Amber Christian

JANUARY 24: 
Grayson John Nordeen, 

son of Kyle & Ashley Nordeen, 
born December 3, 2020.

Sponsors: Mike & Jamie Nordeen and 
Doug & Briana Goodenbour

Dear Immanuel Family: Thank you for your 
   prayers, cards, flowers, and memorials in 
     memory of our husband, father and 
       grandfather, Steve Johnson. 

       Pastor Kurt, thank you for your talk and 
      prayers with Steve in the hospital, and 
    words of comfort to us since his death.  
  Immanuel’s love and support is lifting us.

Marci Johnson

● Grab a nametag (narthex) if you’d like one.

● Tables & chairs have been returned to the narthex for chit chat! 
You’re invited to join us after worship for coffee in the Social Hall!

● Hymnals are back in the pews, but no bulletins or offering plates
  will be passed during worship.

● Pews remain blocked off to maintain social distance and are 
switched between services.

● The nursery is open (not staffed). Livestreaming services are not 
available in the nursery.

● Feeling unwell? Please stay home. Thank you!

For In-Person Worship

● Masks are not required at worship, 
but we ask you wear one when 
entering & exiting the sanctuary or 
interacting with others. Disposable & 
reusable masks are available in the 
narthex, along with hand sanitizer.

Confirmation
Saturday, May 1:
Patrick Gomez
Brady Haberl

Kamryn Lande
Braylen Loots

Heston McIlrath
Gracie Oliver

Tyler Philbrook
Brooklyn Richardson

Adalyn Sporleder
Tucker Whitaker

Avery Wilson

Register on the forms in the 
narthex, or print off a copy from 

our website. Email or drop off 
completed forms to Allison 
Potratz or the church office!

https://www.adamssoderstrum.com/obituaries/Kaare-Mehl?obId=20938262#/obituaryInfo
https://www.adamssoderstrum.com/obituaries/Martha-Voga?obId=21193895#/obituaryInfo
https://www.adamssoderstrum.com/obituaries/Roger-Allen-Auestad?obId=21215480#/obituaryInfo


calendar

Events

Birthdays and anniversaries

Church hours for thanksgiving

Daylight savings

November holidays

All saints

Church secretaryslide

 

12/22: Al & Karen Hermanson
12/28: Chuck & Emily Anderson

                                                                       12/3: Diane Swenson; 12/5: Nadine Beck, Fran Christian, David Hanson;  
                                                                       12/6: Katie Brouwer, Hunter Hill, Paul Voga; 12/7: LaVerne Pierce, Laurie 
                                                                       Thompson; 12/8: Chuck Carlson, Tess Leeman; 12/9: May Loots; 12/10: Larry  
                                                                       Fuhrman; 12/11: Emma Martin; 12/12: Mike Billings, Judy Hill; 12/13: Diane 
                                                                       Christian, Tim Marienau, Leah Oppedal; 
12/14: Katrina Mader, Steve Skartvedt; 12/16: Duane hassebrock, 
Andrew johnson; 12/17: Janet Oppedal; 12/19: Donna Kallem, Jason
Thompson; 12/20: Jim Hovick, Rachel Isebrand, Sophia Smith;
12/21: Ashlee Mullenbach, Braden Richardson, Solvay Twedt, Susan 
Twedt; 12/23: Kane Hassebrock, Brooke Lynn Mader; 12/25: Carol 
Sherman; 12/27: Chuck Anderson, Nicole Engelhardt, John Nordeen; 
12/28: Jace Mensen; 12/29: Adelyn Valen; 12/31: Janet Hermanson

Birthday

Wedding Anniversary

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI 1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Worship

Communion
EPIC and lenten 
worship
Spring forward
First day of spring
Spring break
Newsletter
Heart to heart on 
13th
Womens bible 
study
Easter Lilies?
Holy Week 
Schedule
Easter Morning 
Schedule
VBS
Riverside events

https://www.remove.bg/

Articles, pictures, & 
announcements 

are due to the church office 
on the 20th of each month. 

April fools day
Good Friday
Easter
Other 
holidays?
Spring work 
day on april 9

A reminder that on 

Sunday, May 30th, we 

begin our Summer 

Worship Schedule with 

one service at 9:30 A.M.!
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1
8 A.M. 
Truthfilled 
Women’s Study

10 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

2
6:30 P.M.  
Truthfilled 
Women’s Study

3
9 A.M.  
LWR Mission 
Blanket Tying 
(Social Hall)

4
10:30 A.M.  
Martha Voga 
Memorial 
Service (family 
only)

5
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

9 A.M.
Social Hall 
Reserved

6 Communion 7
9:30 A.M.
Library Board 
Meeting

8
10 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

7 P.M.
Social Hall 
Reserved

9 10
6:30 P.M. 
Deacons
7:00 P.M.
Trustees
8:15 P.M.
Church Council

11 12
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel & 
Heart to Heart
Women’s 
Fellowship

13  14
9 A.M.-2 P.M.
Day Camp

15
9 A.M.-2 P.M.
Day Camp

10 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

16
8 A.M. 
Truthfilled 
Women’s Study 
(rescheduled 
from the 15th)

6:30 P.M. 
Truthfilled 
Women’s Study

17 18 19
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

5 P.M.
Wedding 
Rehearsal

20 Outside   
      Worship

1 P.M.
Kappes-Koenig 
Wedding

21 22
10 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

23 24 25 26
8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

9 A.M.
Social Hall 
Reserved

27 28 29
8 A.M. 
Truthfilled 
Women’s Study

10 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

30
6:30 P.M. 
Truthfilled 
Women’s Study



Broadcast

Inclement weather policy

Covid protocol

Volunteers
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November
Pastoral Acts:

If we’re missing your anniversary or 

birthday, please let us know so that we 

can celebrate your day!

6/1: Kent & Brenda Meier
6/2: Andrew & Allison Potratz
6/3: Mike & Sara Vogelaar
6/5: Loren & Solvay Twedt
6/6: Jim & Sue Twedt
6/8: Mike & Carol Sherman
6/12: Frank & Carol Baedke
          Mike & Ashlee Mullenbach
6/15: Tom & Sandy Hunt
          Don & Eleanor Munsen
          Clarion & Doradene Thompson
6/16: Mark & Becky Amundson
6/20: Dave & Susan Amensen
6/22: Joel & Kathy Gabrielson
6/23: Justin & Katie Hanson
          Jacob & Jenny Ostrem
          Lars & Veronica Skaar
6/24: Gary & Judy Hested
6/25: John & Sandra Kowalik
6/26: Craig & Nancy Sargent
6/28: Steve & Deb Olson
          Brad & Kim Wyatt

6/1: Lois Ann Hovick, Kathy Thorson
6/2: Linda Thompson
6/3: Rachel McCoy
6/4: Kale Lande 
6/5: Emily Anderson, Lisa Lowe
6/6: Rick Ruppel, Harris “Pete” Twedt, Jr.
6/8: Zach Hanson, Logan Lykins
6/9: Jane Moore
6/11: Lois Hove, Shirley Peterson
6/12: Philip Anderson, Avery Wilson
6/13: Miles McIlrath, Brooklyn Richardson
6/14: Reid Mader
6/15: Judy Hested, Cole Matheason, Regan 
Reifschneider, Doradene Thompson
6/16: Linda Narigon
6/17: Marilyn Barquist, Al Hermanson
6/18: Clara Wendt
6/19: Kathy Quam
6/20: Jill Brown, Jill Johnson, Veronica Skaar
6/21: Carol Baedke, Marcy Johnson
6/23: Tyler Oberender, Tyler Thompson
6/24: Ben Winecoff
6/25: Craig Sargent
6/26: Rachel Winecoff
6/27: Jeff Baker
6/28: Heston McIlrath



Graduates of 2021
Steven Berends
Son of Rich & Deb Berends
Roland-Story High School 
Future Plans: Attending Wartburg 
College majoring in pre-med.

Brody Burgher
Grandson of Jeff & Charlotte Loots
Dallas Center Grimes High School

Jessica Haskin
Daughter of Brice & Jenessa 
Haskin and Diane Penning
Roland-Story High School 

Logan Lykins
Son of Mike & Brenda Lykins
Roland-Story High School 

Madison Martindale
Daughter of Randy & Kari Martindale
Roland-Story High School 
Future Plans: Attending Wartburg 
College majoring in Music Education

Adam McIlrath
Son of Chris & Lisa McIlrath
Roland-Story High School 
Future Plans: Attending Ellsworth Community 
College to play basketball for two years and 
transfer to finish a degree in Data Analytics

Sam Skaar
Son of Brad & Julie Skaar
Roland-Story High School 

                    Ava Charlson
                    Daughter of Ryan & Stefanie 
                    Charlson
                    Roland-Story High School 
                    Future Plans: Attending the 
                    University of Northern Iowa 
majoring in Interior Design and 
minoring in Business and Psychology

Reagan Vogelaar
Daughter of Mike & Sara Vogelaar
Roland-Story High School 
Future Plans: Attending Iowa 
State University College of Design

           Caden Sporleder
           Son of Matt & Kim Sporleder
           Roland-Story High School 
           Future Plans: Attending 
           Iowa State University major-
           ing in Agriculture Education  
           with a coaching endorsement

          Zach Twedt
          Son of Seth Twedt
          Roland-Story High School 
          Future Plans: Attending the 
          University of Iowa majoring 
          in Business Enterprise and 
          playing football for the 
          Hawkeyes

Tanner Whipple
Son of Lori Whipple
Drake University
Masters in Counseling
Future Plans: Serving as a 
counselor with Sampson 
Family Therapy Services in 
Des Moines



We’re always looking for more 
members to volunteer for worship, 
whether it’s behind the scenes or in 
front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or instrumental)

● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact the church office if you’re 
interested in volunteering! We’d love 
to add you to our worship schedule!



Summer 2021 Sermon Series

"Seek first the kingdom of God…" - Jesus

What things in your life do you tend to give the most urgency?
 

This summer, we will explore Jesus’ actions and 
teachings about the kingdom of God in the Gospel of 
Luke. Jesus wants us to be transformed by the 
kingdom and live into that new life in the kingdom 
every moment of every day. We get to be part of 
Jesus’ kingdom work right now, in our families and 
neighborhoods! 

The book Joining Jesus on His Mission invites us to 
seek, recognize, and respond to what Jesus is already 
doing in the lives of people around us. Where is the 
Holy Spirit at work around and in us right now? How 
can we develop greater urgency for God's kingdom 
mission? Here are the themes we will explore in June:

June 6: Luke 3:1-20 Prepare the Way: John the 
Baptist announces Jesus and his mission. He calls 
people to repentance, to experience forgiveness, 
salvation, and changed lives. 

June 13: Luke 4:14-30 Jesus’ Kingdom Mission: Jesus 
reads Isaiah in the Nazareth synagogue, announcing 
that he has come to proclaim good news to the poor, 
freedom for those in prison and oppressed, and 
recovery of sight for the blind. Jesus proclaims the 
year of the Lord’s favor.

June 20: Luke 4:31-44 Made Brand New: Jesus drives 
out evil spirits, heals people, and preaches good 
news. Lives are restored! We will worship outdoors 
(weather permitting) with a fun recap of Day Camp.

June 27: Luke 5:1-11 Let Down the Nets: Jesus 
speaks God’s word and calls disciples to fish for 
people. 

Jesus has been sent by his Father on a grand 
adventure to redeem and restore human lives to his 
kingdom. The Holy Spirit is already on the loose in 
our neighborhoods and workplaces. Jesus is doing 
the heavy lifting of working in the lives of every 
human being we see. And he invites us to join him!

We’re always looking for more 
members to volunteer for worship, 
whether it’s behind the scenes or in 
front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: 

● Sound or Video Technician
● Musician (vocals and/or instrumental)

● Usher/Greeter
● Reader

Contact the church office if you’re 
interested in volunteering! We’d love 
to add you to our worship schedule!

Don’t take a vacation 
from God this summer!

June 6: Ecclesiastes
June 13: How God Replies to Job’s Suffering
June 20: God’s Mercy on Our Enemy
June 27: Message of the Prophets

 URGENCYkingdom

https://bibleproject.com/
http://immanuelstorycity.org/grow/adult-education


Kingdom Kids and Young Disciples 
We celebrated the final Sunday School day of the year by 
singing during the 10:45 Worship Service.  Thank you to 
the Kingdom Kids’ teachers for practicing the songs in 
their rooms.  We appreciate Nicole Engelhardt for coming 
in the last few weeks so they could all practice together in 
the sanctuary. The Young Disciples were led by Allison and 
Pastor Andrew.  It was so great to see the students 
spreading the joy of Jesus through song! 

Intergenerational Prayer Warriors
All forty-two students that signed up to participate in the 
Intergenerational Prayer Warriors activity have been 
placed with an adult “buddy”. Please remember to keep 
both the children and the adults in prayer, as they grow in 
Christ’s love together. Thank you to all that signed up to 
participate!

Third Grade Inspirational Art
Pictured are the Third Grade students from Lori Whipple’s 
class. They were each asked to think of an inspirational 
word that they could paint on a small canvas.  

For more information about 
Immanuel’s Sunday School Program, 
contact Jaynee Christian at 
jlchristian@hotmail.com.

June Birthdays
8: Zach Hanson
12: Avery Wilson
13: Miles McIlrath
14: Reid Mader
28: Heston McIlrath

Books of the Bible

The Young Disciples finished the 
Sunday School year by studying the 
Books of the Bible. They learned that 
the Bible is the inspired Word of 
God. It should be used to guide us 
during our time here on Earth and 
that God is pleased when we turn to 
his Word through scripture. 

The Third and Fourth Grade 
students, who were taught by Lori 
Whipple and Allison Potratz, recited 
the 63 books following their song 
during worship service on May 9.

                        

May 

                  Happenings
We’re wrapping up the year!
May 9: Last day of Sunday School and 
both the Kingdom Kids and the Young 
Disciples will sing in church at the 10:45 
A.M. service!

Looking ahead to June...Day Camp!

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com


May 

                  Happenings
We’re wrapping up the year!
May 9: Last day of Sunday School and 
both the Kingdom Kids and the Young 
Disciples will sing in church at the 10:45 
A.M. service!

Looking ahead to June...Day Camp!

A special thank you to the Sunday 
School teachers and mentors 
this year. We appreciate the extra 
effort that each of them made to 
reach out to those students that 
chose not to attend in-person 
Sunday School.  

Thank you to all the parents and 
students that followed our guide-
lines this year for in-person 
Sunday School. Your cooperation 
was truly appreciated. 

We will continue to follow the 
protocol set by the Roland-Story 
School District. Therefore, masks 
will NOT be required during Day 
Camp.  Whether  you choose to 
have your child wear a mask or 
not, we will certainly be respectful 
of your decision.

Thank you to the Board of Edu- 
cation for all the “behind the 
scenes” work they do.

Thank you to Cindy Blomberg, 
our Sunday School Treasurer for 
her faithful service.

Thank you to Milianna Carlson 
for all the things she does for the 
Sunday School Department. Her 
talents are amazing!

Lastly, thank you to Allison and 
Pastor Andrew and Pastor Kurt 
for their guidance this year.  

Books of the Bible

The Young Disciples finished the 
Sunday School year by studying 
the Books of the Bible. They 
learned that the Bible is the 
inspired Word of God. It should 
be used to guide us during our 
time here on Earth and that God 
is pleased when we turn to his 
Word through scripture. The Third 
and Fourth Grade students, who 
were taught by Lori Whipple and 
Allison Potratz, recited the 63 
books following their song during 
worship service on May 9.

Intergenerational 
Prayer Warriors

All forty-two students that signed 
up to participate in the 
Intergenerational Prayer Warriors 
activity have been placed with an 
adult “buddy”. Please remember 
to keep both the children and the 
adults in prayer, as they grow in 
Christ’s love together. Thank you 
to all that signed up to participate!

   

Have a serger sewing machine? 

WE NEED YOU!
 The Immanuel Mission Group needs people to serge 
around the edges of our tie blankets. This is the finishing 
technique used to complete the edges of the tied blankets 
that are sent all over the world through Lutheran World 
Relief. The blankets can be done at church or at home and we 
have serger thread to use also. Thank you in advance for 
choosing to serve in this way! Questions, contact Julie 
Thompson 515-733-2949. 

 
Tie Blankets for Lutheran World Relief

If you can tie a knot, we could use help tying blankets for 
Lutheran World Relief. We are using crochet thread to tie 
together two pieces of fabric sandwiched around a layer of 
soft batting. You can visit while you tie knots! Come join 
others on June 3rd from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Immanuel 
Social Hall.   

ATTENTION
Guys of Immanuel

………………...
Men, you have boxed the blankets--

now come and help tie them together!

The gals of Immanuel offer up a CHALLENGE to the guys 
of Immanuel to join them to tie blankets on Thursday, 

June 3rd, anytime between 9 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

WE WILL SUPPLY THE COFFEE AND SNACKS!

This fun challenge will benefit people in need of comfort all 
around the world through Lutheran World Relief. This Mission 
work has fallen behind due to the pandemic and many 
people need blankets for shelter as well as warmth. 

See you there! (There could even be some prizes!!) 

Questions, contact Julie Thompson at 515-733-2949.



Contact the church office (or submit online) 
with your prayer needs (or praises!), 

which are only shared with our pastors.

Sunday, June 6

May 2: Faithful Through Failure   
May 9: How to Read Biblical Poetry
May 16: Book of Psalms      
May 23: Redeeming Disappointment
May 30: Wisdom - Proverbs

Heart to heart

Hello Immanuel Family,

For those who remember us and our 
kids, we want to share our Kory grown 
up! Kory will be attending the South 
Dakota School of Mines, Science & 
Technology this fall, majoring in 
Bio-Medical Engineering/Pre-Med, 
which is in the Black Hills area, where 
he and his dad have hunted for many 
years counting!

Rachel is now Sweet-16 and driving her 
friends everywhere!

We hope the Immanuel community has 
weathered the COVID storm well--it has 
been a challenging time for us all--but 
we’re encouraged by the increasing 
signs of normalcy.

Follow us on Austin Youth for Christ 
Facebook, for updates on our building 
progress!

Love & Blessings,
The Engelstad Family,
John, Kim, Kory and Rachel

UPDATE from John Engelstad, 
former Immanuel pastor and current 
Austin Area Youth for Christ Director:

Good News!!! Youth For Christ in Austin, 
Minnesota is in the process of finishing the 
renovation of the first floor of our new 
building. We’ve received a gift of $33,000 in 
matching funds, which means we need to 
match the funds before using them.

What a great opportunity to help us with the 
renovation. This means for every dollar that 
you donate towards the renovation, it will 
double up to $33,000! For example, a $100 gift 
will become $200!

We are hoping to open the building this fall 
when school starts in September. Thank you 
for sharing your vision of impacting youth 
in Austin with the love of Jesus!

http://immanuelstorycity.org/grow/adult-education
https://bibleproject.com/
https://www.scmyfc.org/austin


Update
May was EPIC for Immanuel’s youth ministry!  
We did three separate outing/fun events with 
our youth including a trip to South Park, the 
RScityserve building, Riverside, and an outing 
for the High School group to a unique worship 
experience in Ames. On top of the great year 
we’ve had, we have some fun things planned 
for the summer as well!

                          Dear Parents of 
                            8th Grader 

                            Immanuel students:

                              We consider it a great 
                           blessing to be nearing 
the end of another school year!  As you 
are aware, this means that we'll be 
confirming our 8th graders this spring!  
We want to give you that information 
now so that you have time to plan 
accordingly.

Since we are still dealing with ongoing 
concerns regarding the pandemic, and 
since we know that some of our 
Immanuel families have not yet felt 
comfortable coming to Sunday worship, 
we are making the following plans for 
Confirmation which mirror what we did 
in October for the 9th graders:

1.  Special Confirmation Service, 
Saturday, May 1 at 11:00 AM in the 
Sanctuary
   -Students arrive at 9AM for run-through, 
robes, and pictures (food provided)
2.  Masks Required, Social Distancing 
for service
3.  Limited to confirmands, their 
families/relatives, close friends, and 
EPIC leaders.
4.  Testimonies given LIVE on 
Saturday, but recorded for Sunday 
(and live streamed service)
5.  The testimonies of each student 
will air during both Sunday services 
on May 2.

This plan allows all to be in person for 
confirmation, and it allows the 
       congregation as a whole to still
         witness and celebrate in the
         confirmation. It also respects the
         various levels of comfort during
         COVID. Is it ideal to separate
         Confirmation from the greater 
         body? No, but for this season this 
         seems like the best route, and 
         hopefully next year we are back to 
        a bigger celebration!

Thank you for your continued prayer and 
support for these incredible students that we 
are blessed to hang out with each week. We 
ask for continued prayers for the students, for 
our summer activities and engagement with 
the youth, and for the vision God is placing on 
our hearts regarding High School ministry at 
Immanuel.

                            Our mission trip plans continue
                                  for our trip to Sioux Falls 
                                    this June. We are partner-
                                    ing with the Lifelight Youth
                                    Center and Union Gospel
                                    Mission of Sioux Falls to
                                   learn, grow, and work hard! 
                                    Our group of 11 students 
and leaders ask for your prayers as we prepare 
for this unique experience! If you have 
questions, or if someone you know wants to 
potentially go along, talk to Pastor Andrew.

2021

June 25-28



Adult class 
moved to 
9:45 am 
and 
Sunday 
school at 
9:45

LCMC iowa district annual 
gathering

https://www.iowalcmc.org/

February 7: When We Cry Out
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/

How does God respond when his people cry out 
to him? We take a closer look in Exodus 3.

February 14: Rescued for a Purpose
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/

Does God rescue people just to get them out of 
trouble, or does he have something greater in 
mind?

February 21: Leviticus
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/

God graciously provides a way for people to live in 
his presence. 

February 28: Numbers
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/

Israel’s repeated rebellion in the wilderness is met 
by God’s justice and mercy.

On the COVID-19 Update, change the 
wording to say 

In the Through the Bible slide, change it to 
say "Throughout 2021, we invite you..." and 
"We are using The One-Year..."

Throughout 2021, we invite you to journey with 
us through the entire Bible using The One Year 
Chronological Bible reading plan, which can be 
found on www.Bible.com and the YouVersion 
app. Monthly readings are found on our website, 
newsletters, and weekly emails. Contact the 
church office for more information or questions.

https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/
http://www.bible.com


Our latest addition by Debbie Macomber is 
Cottage by the Sea. Meet a group of truly unique 
characters as Annie Marlow returns to the cottage 
her family vacationed at for years, in search of a 
happy place to heal her broken heart. Love 
proves to be the great healer as God brings these 
characters together in unexpected ways. We also 
have the romance Any Dream Will Do by this 
author.

Tracie Peterson is a prolific series writer and 
usually has a strong romantic theme running 
through her stories. Try any of the books in her 
“Brides of Gallatin County”, “Broadmoor Legacy” 
or “Heart of the Frontier” series and you will enjoy 
a good love story.

If you like a bit of mystery and adventure mixed 
with romance, author Colleen Coble is for you. 
Her “Lonestar” series, set in modern west Texas is 
as much fast paced adventure as it is romance. 
Shifting gears a bit, the “Mercy Falls” series puts 
the reader in early 1900’s California in The 
Lightkeeper’s Daughter, The Lightkeeper’s 
Bride, and The Lightkeeper’s Ball. These books 
have more of a mystery mixed with romance and 
will keep you sleuthing right up to the end.

Lori Wicks’ “Brides of the West”, (Faith, June, 
Hope and Glory) take us back to the days of mail 
order brides for a light-hearted look at the 
unexpected surprises involved in finding true love 
in the Old West.

Here are a few more you won’t want to miss:
    The Masterpiece by Francine Rivers.
    A Bride Most Begrudging by Deeanne Gist.
    Becoming Mrs. Lewis by Patti Callahan.
    Sophie’s Heart by Lori Wicks.
    How the Light Gets In by Jolina Petershan.

Love stories are timeless, spanning all cultures, 
ages, and places. Let one touch your heart and 
renew your faith in one of God’s greatest 
blessings.

Open during Office Hours 

and Sunday mornings

The Little Free Library is 
a resource for anyone in 
the community, accessible 
24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week.

 

Little Free Library

Located right outside the 

front NW church doors

"Need a book, Take a book, Read a book, Leave a book." 

Is there anyone who doesn’t enjoy a good 
love story? God has created us with the 
desire to love and be loved, and our hearts 
resonate with stories that exemplify this. 
The month of June, often thought of as the 
wedding month, provides us with a great 
opportunity to look at some of the romance 
novels on our bookshelves.

The Wedding Shop by Rachel Hauk. 
Although decades apart, two young women 
seek to bring joy to others on their wedding 
days while waiting and wondering if their 
own special love will ever come.

You’ll Think of Me by Robin Lee Hatcher.   
A young woman returns to her hometown 
under bitter circumstances and no one is 
glad to see her. Love has been missing 
from her life for so long she no longer 
trusts herself to accept it when offered, but 
it is the only thing that can break down the 
wall she has put up around her heart.

Debbie Macomber, Tracie Peterson, and 
Colleen Coble are all authors you can count 
on for a good Christian romance novel.



We are thankful that our 
tuckpointing and louver 
painting project has been 
completed before winter sets 
in! Now plaster restoration is 
being done in the balcony. 
Thank you for your continued 
support to make our building 
a beautiful space for ministry 
for years to come!

We are looking for more people to 
volunteer for worship, either behind the 
scenes or in front of the congregation. 
Here are a few ways you can help: sound 
or video technician, musician, usher or 
greeter, or reader. Contact the church 
office if interested!

Summary of May 13, 2021 Immanuel Council Meeting

Joint Council
·  President John Rathmacher called the meeting to order.
·  Opening devotion: Jaynee Christian.
·  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s report.
·  Report of Boards.
·  Old Business: Deacons and Trustees shared their goals 

for 2021.
· New Business: 9:30 worship for summer, starting May 

30; discussed summer outdoor worship schedule and 
upcoming estate gift.

·  Next meeting: June 10 at 8:15 p.m. 

Trustees—May 13 
·  Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian
·  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
·  Project Updates: patio project starting soon; approved 

scholarship and campership requests.
·  Discussed 2021 goals and upcoming estate gift.
·  Next meeting: June 10 at 7:00 in the Cornerstone Room

Deacons—Apr 22 and May 13
·  Discussed vision for connectedness, community 

engagement, growth, and discipleship.
·  Faith story interviews in worship.
·  Planned summer sermon series and outdoor worship.
·  LifeLight Festival July 10 at South Park; raising funds and 

volunteers.
·  Next meeting: June 10 at 6:30 in the Social Hall

Youth Board
·  EPIC plans for May and summer.
·  11 students confessed their faith in Christ on 

Confirmation weekend!
·  At least 5 students going on Mission Trip to Sioux Falls 

June 25-28; need additional adult leaders.
·  RScityserve projects in early July.
·  Looking for 2 more EPIC small group leaders for fall!

Board of Education—May 13
·  Reviewed the school year; planned teacher 
appreciation.

·  VBS/Day Camp plans: June 14-15, recap in 
June 20 outdoor worship; Theme: Brand New; 
Leeman race car and restored classic cars; 
need supplies and volunteers!

·  Next meeting: June 10 at 7:00 in the Chapel

2021 Immanuel Council 
& Board Members

Church Officers
President: John Rathmacher
Vice President: Steve Skartvedt
Secretary: Lori Whipple
Treasurer: Al Hermanson

Board of Deacons
Kelly Dahl, Brad Waline, Brad Skaar
Joel Danielson, Dion Whipple

Board of Education
Lisa McIlrath, Brandi Hill, Kayla Haberl, 
Rachel Winecoff, Jaynee Christian 
(Sunday School Superintendent), Cindy 
Blomberg (Sunday School Treasurer)

Youth Board
Chris & Kelly Dahl, Patty Rathmacher, 
Grant Severson, Brian & Melanie 
Wakefield

Board of Trustees
Edgar Christian, Tyler Oberender, Jeff 
Loots, Mike Mullenbach



From the IMMANUEL ENDOWMENT FUND

Building Immanuel Lutheran 
Church for the Next Generation
“And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?” – Luke 12:20
On a spring morning, a large Red-Tailed 
Hawk flew overhead carrying a long heavy 
stick. Non-migratory birds were beginning 
to build nests. During the months to 
come, birds of all kinds would pour 
extraordinary effort, time, and ingenuity 
to the construction of nests, the 
protection of eggs, and the feeding of 
their vulnerable young ones. After the 
little ones hatch, the unceasing care 
offered by the parents is amazing. Every 
ounce of the adults’ energy is devoted, 
not to their own comfort and feeding, but 
to the survival of their young.
Now consider “nests” we build in our 
churches. Does our giving serve us and 
our needs or serve God by serving the 
mission of the church to reach new 
people? Those new to the faith are as 
vulnerable as hatchlings, and require a 
steady and dedicated effort of feeding.
For those who practice generosity, the 
nests we build are not for ourselves – 
they are for the next generation, those 
new to the faith, the future of the body of 
Christ. Join us in building a nest for the 
next generation. Contact members of the 
Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment 
Committee and begin practicing 
generosity today.

 

Financial Report – APRIL 2021

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING 

BALANCE

Current & 
Mission 77,772.85 32,383.07 29,593.80 80,562.12

Improvement 19,640.33 1,415.00 378.67 20,676.66

Missionary 
Support 4,300.17 1,650.00 1,875.00 4,075.17

Memorial 2,731.69 65.00 0.00 2,796.69

Ministry 7,218.12 48.00 327.63 6,938.49

Questions regarding 
finances can be 
directed to treasurer   
Al Hermanson, or 
financial secretary, 
Carol Lake.

No Offering Envelopes?

Scan the QR code to give a financial 
gift to Immanuel securely online!  

Ways to give offerings

Pictures from newsletter.com

Building Immanuel Lutheran Church for 
the Next Generation



Happy Father’s Day!

At Lutheran Services in Iowa, we 
strive to build up and empower 
Iowa kids and families. For us, 
Father’s Day is a time to celebrate 
all the fathers and male role 
models we see every day. 

Through our Early Childhood 
Services, young men are learning 
to become dads. They’re 
becoming confident and active in 
their child’s life, and they are 
creating loving, bright futures for 
their families. 

Many Iowa children entering 
foster care need a positive male 
role model in their lives. And 
through LSI Foster Care and 
Adoption, our licensed foster dads 
are there to help guide them. 

This is only possible through your 
support of LSI! If you would like to 
make a gift, please contact Deb 
Whitford, LSI director of 
philanthropy and church relations, 
at 563-676-2065. 

Thank you for responding to the 
love of Jesus Christ through 
compassionate service!

Finding Paradise  

Perseverance is a familiar quality 
for Mon, who after spending 
decades living as a refugee from 
an early age was recently able to 
place roots in Iowa and succeed in 
building a life for his family. 

Thursdays 6:30-8 P.M. at Harvest 
E-Free. Celebrate Recovery is a 
biblical and balanced program 
that helps us overcome our 
hurts, hang-ups, and habits. It is 
based on the actual words and 
teachings of Jesus. Questions? 
Contact Pastor Steve Frykholm 
(steve@harvestefree.org).

204 W Broad St., Story City

2021 Events

April 10
SPRING BLAST

April 17
SPRING WORK DAY

April 23-25
MEN’S RETREAT

Find out more about 
these events and to 

register at 
Riversidelbc.org

Mothers of Preschoolers: 
Are you a mom of young 
children & want to connect 
with other moms? Join us 
for MOPs and meet other 
women who are in the 
same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson 
at anjknutson@gmail.com 
or 719-351-6899.

              Little Free

           Pantry

The RS Ministerial Association’s 
Little Free Pantry is located at 
510 Pennsylvania in Story City 
for anyone that needs to take 
food and for those who would 
like to give food to help others 
in need! Find out more about 
the Little Free Pantry movement 
at littlefreepantry.org.

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
mailto:steve@harvestefree.org
https://www.riversidelbc.org/
mailto:anjknutson@gmail.com
http://www.littlefreepantry.org


After living in a Nepali refugee 
camp for almost 24 years, Mon’s 
family was able to resettle in the 
U.S. When they arrived in Iowa, 
they moved directly into a tiny 
apartment. But the single room 
was not sufficient for their family – 
especially once their youngest 
daughter was born. They stayed in 
the apartment for four years, but 
Mon was determined to create a 
better home for his family. 

Mon secured housing for his 
family through the Habitat for 
Humanity program, and through 
LSI Refugee and Immigrant 
Services, he was able to get on 
track and save and earn money 
towards his goal of homeowner- 
ship. With guidance from staff in 
LSI’s Match and Save financial 
program, he was able to open a 
savings account and develop a 
monthly savings plan.

Mon and his family moved into 
their new home last year, and he 
said LSI and Habitat for Humanity 
were critical steps in helping him 
learn about U.S. finances and 
savings – lessons that will pay off 
during his journey as a 
homeowner. 

“I felt very sad when I left my 
country,” Mon says. “I felt as if I 
lost my paradise. But when I got 
the key and when I entered my 
house, I felt that I regained my lost 
paradise. So that was the happiest 
moment in my life and right now, I, 
my family, and kids are super 
happy to live in this new house.” 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of 
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. Learn more at 
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

OUR VISION
To see our city strengthened and transformed 
by serving and blessing one another with no 

strings attached in the name of Christ.

OUR MISSION
To act as the hands and feet of Jesus as we 

identify and fulfill the needs of our city’s people 
and organizations.

OUR WORK
We work to identify needs within the 

Roland-Story School District, to connect those 
needs with compassion and resources, and to 

build relationships with those in our community 
who need them the most.

MEETING NEEDS WITH 
COMPASSION IN THE 
ROLAND AND STORY 

CITY AREAS

Whether you need help 
directly or you would like to 
help--you can submit your 
needs and support and find 
out more about what we’re 
doing at R-S CityServe on 
Facebook and online at 
http://rscityserve.org/. 

Help us bless others and 
show God’s love in action!

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

RScityserve UPDATE 
and WINTER GEAR DRIVE

RScityserve has had a great fall! We’re prepping our building space for 
use as a clothing closet, youth space, and more! We have a group of high 
school students doing some work there for their J-Term project, and 
we’re looking forward to being able to hold in-person events, activities, 
and community outreach in 2021.

We are currently running a WINTER GEAR DONATION DRIVE through 
mid-January! Immanuel is a drop-off site when the office is open 
(mornings from 9-Noon or Sunday mornings), and we are collecting new 
or gently used coats, boots, gloves, mittens, hats, and scarves.  Please 
check your closets and basements to see if you can contribute!

Finally, we have a few needs going into 2021. First, we’re working on 
incorporating as a non-profit with Iowa and the Federal Government. 
This can be an expensive process, so we ask you to consider if you might 
be called to help us meet that need! We’re also looking for a new or good 
condition washer and dryer that we can get set-up in our building to 
process clothing donations.   If you know of a way to help there, let us 
know!

As always, if you have needs, or if you want to help meet needs, please 
contact us through our website (rscityserve.org), our Facebook page via 
Messenger, or by emailing rscityserve@gmail.com.

                                    Our planning for Lifelight Continues!           
                                    We are raising funds through church 
                                    support and business sponsorships -  
                                    and we are nearly half way there! We 
                                    have around $9000 left to raise. If you 
                                    or your business/workplace would like
                                    to sponsor or contribute to the Lifelight
                                    Music Festival above and beyond 
                                    Immanuel’s commitment, talk to Pastor
                                    Andrew. There will be special offerings 
                                    taken on Sundays June 6 and 13 for
help in funding this festival.

Basement 
& Bake 
Sale!

Saturday, June 5 at Sheldahl UMC, 6th & 
Hubbell, Sheldahl, Iowa. Stop in to get 
goodies for the family and check out the 
treasures you cannot live without!

http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
http://rscityserve.org/
http://rscityserve.org/
mailto:rscityserve@gmail.com


CHURCH STAFF Milianna Carlson Office Secretary
office@immanuelstorycity.org

Carol Lake Financial Secretary
accounting@immanuelstorycity.org

Church Council
council@immanuelstorycity.org

Jeff Baker Custodian

Pastor Kurt Jensen
kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org

Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Allison Potratz Pastoral Intern
allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Chris Dahl Deployed Pastor to Riverside
chris@riversidelbc.org

SOCIAL MEDIA

      Facebook
        ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity

YouTube
 Immanuel Lutheran Story City

  Apple Podcasts
  Immanuel Lutheran Church,
  Story City, IA

ONLINE SERVICES

Watch worship services LIVE on Facebook, view/listen to archived 
messages on our website, iTunes podcast, or YouTube channel.
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2021 SUMMER 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI, 1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Worship*
*outdoor worship once a month, TBD

CONTACT
        604 Lafayette Avenue
        Story City, Iowa 50248

        515-733-4972
        515-733-4070 (fax)

        office@immanuelstorycity.org
        www.immanuelstorycity.org

        Summer Church Office Hours:
        M/T/TH/F: 9 A.M. - 12 P.M., W: 2-5 P.M.

        Find our Online Directory and 
        other resources on our website
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