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Not Cancelled but Called

Our family is lamenting all the summer events and
activities that have had to be cancelled or changed
due to the pandemic: Scandinavian Days, Vacation
Bible School, the LifeLight Festival, Roland’s 150th celebration, my parents’ 50th wedding anniversary and
family reunion in Tennessee, summer camp at Riverside, and swimming at the Story City pool. I recently
saw a post on Facebook that said, “You know what’s
not cancelled? Laundry. Laundry is never cancelled.”
In this season where everything has changed, our
God is still the same. Worship is not cancelled, it just
looks different. We still don’t know when the right
time will be for us to gather in person; for now we
are continuing online-only worship services and our
Immanuel 10 at 10:00 each Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday, which you can find at www.facebook.com/
ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity/. The videos remain
available afterwards; we also post them on our
YouTube channel and our website www.immanuel
storycity.org/worship, along with the audio of the
messages on our iTunes podcast and our 8:00 a.m.
Sunday morning radio broadcast on KASI 1430 AM.
On June 7, the R-S Ministerial Association will be
hosting an online community worship at 1:00 p.m.,
featuring music and speakers from each of our local
churches.
Vacation Bible School is still happening as well, on
June 22-25. Allison and Andrew will be posting extended videos on our Facebook page, similar to the
Immanuel KidStream that they continue offering on
select Wednesdays at 3:30. Be sure to sign up your
kids or grandkids so they can receive the crafts and
activities to do at home along with the VBS videos!
Continued on page 8
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Hello, Immanuel!

We are all thankful that the day is coming when we can gather as an Immanuel family and
worship together. It will not be long before all of this will be a chapter in a history book. But,
for now, we want to transition back wisely, cautiously and patiently. Your Church Council
asks you to follow the following guidelines put forth by the Church Ambassador Network and
the Iowa Department of Public Health. See the links in the footnotes to read more about their
recommendations.
In short, here is how it will work for us when we gather again, and as we take care of each
other’s health.
1. Anyone who is sick or anyone from a household with a sick member may not enter the
church building.
2. Anyone who is classified as “high risk” with underlying conditions, whether staff, volunteers,
or program participants, should continue to shelter in place. Those over 60 years of age are
more vulnerable to Covid-19, and may also wish to consider sheltering in place a bit longer.
3. Do NOT shake hands, hug, or otherwise engage in physical contact. You are not rude to
refrain from extending a hand during this time.
4. All must wash their hands before coming to the church building.
5. We will not be passing any items through the pews during the near future, including
bulletins, collection plates, and similar items. We will have a collection box at the door.
Please use that instead, or consider giving on-line.
6. Hymnals will be removed from the pews for the time being; lyrics will be projected on the
screen, as usual.
7. We will make adjustments to how we do Holy Communion as well, to make sure that it is
done in a safe manner.
8. Wearing a mask is highly RECOMMENDED (in fact – view it as a fashion statement!).
9. You will find a healthy supply of soap and paper towels in the restrooms to use as
frequently as you can.
10.Every other row of pews will be blocked off to help us maintain appropriate social
distance. We ask all “family units” to maintain at least six feet distance from others within
the pews.
Thank you for your patience and perseverance through this crisis. May God continue to guide
and protect us as we look forward to gathering appropriately in the near future.
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Church Ambassador Network Updated Guidelines, Principles, and Recommendations for Churches' COVID Mitigation Efforts:
https://tinyurl.com/CANupdatedrecommendations
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Guidance for Spiritual and Religious Gatherings During COVID-19 4/27/20: https://tinyurl.com/IDPHGatheringGuidance
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June 2020
31

Sun

1

Mon

2

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

7

Tue

Immanuel Lutheran Church
3

Wed

4

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

6

Sat

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

8 A.M. (Zoom Mtg)
Men of Immanuel

12

13

9

8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI
1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship
1 P.M. RS Community Worship Service (Facebook Live)

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

7 P.M. Council Zoom Mtg 10 A.M. 10 @ 10
7 P.M. Trustees Zoom Mtg 10 A.M. 10 @ 10
3:30 P.M. KIDstream
7 P.M. Deacons Zoom Mtg

8 A.M. (Zoom Mtg)
Men of Immanuel

14

15

16

19

20

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

8 A.M. (Zoom Mtg)
Men of Immanuel

Flag Day

8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI
1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

21

22

Father’s Day

8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI
1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship

17

18

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

Newsletter Deadline

23

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

28 Recognition of Grads 29
8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI
1430 AM)
9:30 A.M. Livestream Worship

11

5

Fri

8

Communion Sunday

10

Thu

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

24

25

10 A.M. Daily 10 @ 10

30

26

27

10 A.M. 10 @ 10

8 A.M. (Zoom Mtg)
Men of Immanuel

Join us for a livestream worship
service on our Facebook page each
Sunday morning at 9:30 A.M.!

for our
weekly emails
to stay informed
on our church
and community activities!
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Don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed? Contact the church office or write down
your information on the tear-off panel in the bulletin!
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Summary of May 14, 2020 Council Meetings
Joint Council (by Zoom)
will be rescheduled.
• President John Rathmacher called meeting to order. • EPIC groups meeting by Zoom; social distance
• Opening prayer: Pastor Kurt.
campfire for 8th grade at Riverside.
• Discussion of Canoeing the Mountains ch. 7 on • Discussed guidelines for easing back into inadaptive leadership and resilience.
person events when possible.
• Al Hermanson gave monthly Treasurer’s report. • Call Care Team checking in with all congrega• Report of Boards.
tion members by phone; discussed ways to
• Old Business: Received Payment Protection Prohelp meet people’s needs during this time.
gram funds; discussed options for easing back
• R-S Ministerial to partner with LifeLight for R-S
into in-person worship and other activities; con- CityServe July 2020. LifeLight Festival reschedtinuing online-only worship for now; 10 at 10:00 uled to July 2021.
on MWF, KidStream on some Weds at 3:30; roof • Discussed next steps for small group ministry.
repairs approved: 107 yes, 1 no, 1 abstention.
• Next meeting: June 10 by Zoom?
• New Business: Pastoral Intern Allison to continYouth Board (did not meet)
ue full hours for June—putting together online • Most in-person youth ministry on hold while
VBS with at-home crafts and activities.
schools are closed.
• Next meeting: June 11 (by Zoom?)
• Colorado Mission trip cancelled.
Trustees—May 12 by Zoom
• Confirmation Sunday has been rescheduled to
• Opening Prayer – Edgar Christian
October 25, 2020.
• Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
Board of Education—met by email
• Project Updates: Parsonage HVAC, tuck• Most Spring activities cancelled or postponed
pointing, reroofing bell towers’ lower level and due to COVID-19.
new narthex, patio, and other projects waiting • Donuts delivered to families of Kingdom Kids
for contractors’ schedules.
and Young Disciples.
• Livestreaming equipment and upgrades being
• VBS to be held online June 22-25 as extended
procured.
KidStreams with at-home resources: Anchored
• Stratford fiber internet installed.
theme.
• 5 more trees to be planted in fall.
• Finding other creative ways to reach out to kids
• Next meeting: June 9 by Zoom?
and families.
Deacons—May 13 by Zoom
• Prayer Workshop and Healing Prayer Service

•

Next meeting: TBD.

Church Financials
Financial Report – April 2020
Fund

Beginning Balance

Receipts

Current & Mission Fund

51,072.37 55,411.14

Improvement Fund

59,759.94

Missionary Support Fund

Expenditures

Ending Balance

27,235.38

79,248.13

1,405.00

0.00

61,164.94

5,365.17

1,915.00

40.00

5,405.17

Memorial Fund

5,397.39

0.00

112.33

5,285.06

Ministry Fund

5,034.47

50.00

0.00

5,084.47
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Building Immanuel Lutheran Church
for the Next Generation
“And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” – Luke 12:20
On a spring morning, a large Red-Tailed Hawk flew overhead carrying a long heavy stick. Nonmigratory birds were beginning to build nests. During the months to come, birds of all kinds would
pour extraordinary effort, time, and ingenuity to the construction of nests, the protection of eggs,
and the feeding of their vulnerable young ones. After the little ones hatch, the unceasing care
offered by the parents is amazing. Every ounce of the adults’ energy is devoted, not to their own
comfort and feeding, but to the survival of their young.
Now consider “nests” we build in our churches. Does our giving serve us and our needs or serve God
by serving the mission of the church to reach new people? Those new to the faith are as vulnerable
as hatchlings, and require a steady and dedicated effort of feeding.
For those who practice generosity, the nests we build are not for ourselves – they are for the next
generation, those new to the faith, the future of the body of Christ. Join us in building a nest for the
next generation. Contact members of the Immanuel Lutheran Church Endowment Committee and
begin practicing generosity today.
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Continued from page 1
We’re putting together additional equipment to
help us continue offering livestream worship
even once we can be in the sanctuary again.
Please consider an extra gift to help us make that
possible! As we approach the time we will be able
to gradually reopen our building, our Deacons
have written a document that outlines what that
may look like; you can find that in this newsletter.
Our Church Council has been studying the book
Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in
Uncharted Territory. We’ve found it very timely
for the challenges of this pandemic. The authors
talk about the experiences of the Louis and Clark
Expedition, which persevered in their quest to
reach the Pacific Ocean, even when they found
the Rocky Mountains in their way. In uncharted
territory, the authors assert, adaptation is everything. When we face daunting challenges, we need
to let go, learn as we go, and keep going. God calls
us to recommit to our identity and mission, to
work together for the kingdom of God.
Since we’ve had to let go of in-person worship
for a while, we’ve had to find creative ways of
connecting, like Zoom meetings, FaceTime, Care
Calls by phone, visits through windows and out
on people’s lawns. Our Ministerial Association is
planning to partner with LifeLight for a RolandStory CityServe event July 7-12. People from all
of our churches will work together on outdoor
projects at Riverside Bible Camp and around our
communities. We’ll be sending out surveys to
find out how we can help you and other local
people, and how you might like to partner with
us in meeting those needs.
Living as the church is not cancelled; we’re finding new ways to do creative ministry together.
Our calling remains the same: to bless our community, to build strong relationships in Christ,
and to make Him known to all.

Pastor Kurt
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Graduates of 2020
Josie Concannon
daughter of Jamie &
Karla Concannon
Roland-Story High School
Future Plans: Josie’s plans
are undecided.

Amy Rathmacher
daughter of John & Patty
Rathmacher
Roland-Story High School
Future Plans: Amy will be
majoring in Marketing at the
University of Northern Iowa.

Tyler Hovick
son of Jim & Kathy Hovick
Wartburg College,
double major in
Business Administration
& Accounting,
Concentration in
Finance, Minor in Leadership
Future Plans: Tyler has accepted an Internal
Auditor position with Wells Fargo in West
Des Moines, IA beginning in June 2020.

Kaia Skaar
daughter of Lars & Veronica Skaar,
granddaughter of Ole & Jackie Skaar
Roland-Story High School
Future Plans: Kaia will attend Central College
in Pella to major in Psychology.
Delaney Sorem
daughter of Blake & Caroline Sorem
Roland-Story High School
Future Plans: Delaney will attend Wartburg
College and major in Psychology.

Dylan Ihle
son of Chris Ihle and Joe &
Christine Cannon
Roland-Story High School
Future Plans: Dylan will be
attending Coe College in
Cedar Rapids to major in
Accounting and play on
Coe’s Men’s Basketball team.

Tyler Thompson
son of Jason and Laurie Thompson
Roland-Story High School
Future Plans: Tyler plans to attend DMACC.
Roland-Story Commencement has been
rescheduled for Sunday, June 28 at 2 P.M.
in the Roland-Story High School gym.

Joel D. Ose
son of Mitch & Diana Ose, grandson of
Mike & Kathy Ose
Paradise Education Center
in Surprise, Arizona

Class motto: “Today decides tomorrow”

9

This year we will be hosting an online Vacation Bible School Experience called
Anchored-Deepening Faith in God! Our theme verse for the week is
"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever." (1 Chronicles 16:34)
At Anchored VBS, kids will go on an underwater
adventure where they'll discover that God is
faithful! This VBS is filled with incredible Biblelearning experiences, including fun songs,
lessons, and skits that will be available on
the Immanuel Facebook page each day, and
crafts and games that you can do at home!

If you have kids that would like to participate in
games and crafts from home, you can sign up to
have a VBS Kit delivered to your door on Sunday,
June 21st! Please sign up for a VBS kit
by Friday, June 12th so we have time
to gather all of the supplies!
Sign up for a VBS Kit by emailing Allison
Potratz at allisonpotratz@miseminary.com,
messaging us with Facebook Messenger
on the Immanuel Facebook page, or calling
the church office (515-733-4972).

Anchored VBS will be
available June 22nd25th for all kids (and young
at heart adults) to enjoy on
our Immanuel Facebook page.
In addition to this awesome
event, we will have a special
event on the evening of
Thursday, June 25th to close out
our VBS week—
more details to come!

When you sign up, please provide us with your
name, the number of children participating, and
your address!

"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good!
His faithful love endures forever."
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What we will need: As the fall nears, we’ll be
asking for generosity in supporting meals again,
both monetarily and in-person to help serve or
provide food! All but a couple of our meals this
year were covered through gifts, so we thank
you for that! We’ll also need at least THREE or
FOUR more leaders to jump on board! As we
want to develop High School ministry, and as we
want to keep two leaders in each small group,
this will be a vital need for the ministry to do
what it is supposed to!

Hey friends! We had a great year (or part of a
year, at least) revamping and launching our EPIC
youth ministry. Our leaders have loved the
change in format, and it is rewarding to hear
that students WANT to come each week! It has
truly been a blessing.
As we transition out of this awkward school year
we will be continuing to stay in touch with our
youth and their families over the summer, and
we’ll look forward to making preparations for
the fall.

Start praying today on how God wants you to
support and engage with EPICstorycity!

Goals for next fall: We are planning on Allison
taking on a bigger leadership role next year as well
as part of her internship. We are also hoping to
develop our dreams for a High School option!

As always, if you have any questions, contact
Pastor Andrew!

After School
Adventure:
This school year was a blast for our After School
Adventure kids! Kindergarten through Fourth
grade students met once a month on Wednesday
afternoons for snacks, games, worship, and a Bible
lesson. Some of the themes from this year were:
Apples-The Trinity-Father, Son and Holy Spirit
Pumpkins-Matthew 5:16-Let your light shine
Snowflakes-God made us all unique!
Christmas
Easter
Unfortunately, we had to cancel our last two
After School Adventure gatherings because of
COVID-19. We were sad to this program end so
abruptly, but we do hope to be together again
next fall! A special thank you to all of our youth
and adult volunteers as well as everyone who
contributed supplies and snacks!
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We want to give a shout-out of appreciation
to all our Sunday School teachers, music
As with all church services and functions, we are sad
leaders, EPIC teachers, adult education
we could not be with our students on the last day of
teachers, After School Adventure volunteers
Sunday School. The Immanuel Sunday School departand the Board of Education for the great
ment and Board of Education wanted to make sure the
job they do. They have dedicated themkiddos know how much we miss them and care for
selves in service to YOU by teaching the
them. On May 10, we delivered donuts to 37 families
Word of God and encouraging faith. We
to enjoy and celebrate a great year of praising
cannot thank you enough for all you do.
God! Thanks to Patty, Amy, Lily, Nicole, Chris, Clark,
God Bless!
Julie and Lori for helping with the deliveries.
D0-NUT forget how much God loves and cares for all
of us. If anyone ever needs anything, please do not
hesitate to contact the church.
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Many community events, including Scandinavian Days, have been cancelled,
postponed, or rescheduled. We encourage you to keep an eye out for our
weekly emails and Facebook posts, as well as community papers.

Letters of Love!
Our residents would love to receive
letters, stories, poems, drawings, jokes,
or words of kindness during this time.
Making a difference can be so simple,
yet it can be incredibly impactful!
Adults and kids please send as many as
you would like!

Bethany Life
212 Lafayette Ave
Story City, IA 50248
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Kennedy and Anne Kennedy Brady, illustrated
by Amy Wummer. If you are looking for a good
way to begin and/or end your child’s day in
God’s Word, this is the book for you.
Case for Christ for Kids, 90 Day Devotional,
by Lee Strobel with Jesse Florea. For the
independent reader, this book helps young
people explore the meaning of being a
Christian based on the life of Jesus.

Church Library

NEW ADULT FICTION:

READ. Study. learn.

The Hammer of God by Bo Giertz. This book
contains three short novellas all set in the
same parish in Sweden. The stories are from
different time periods, spanning over a
century, so the characters are not eh same, but
the main character is always the current
curate, or assistant pastor, of the local church.
The stories themselves are compelling
historical fiction. You will find yourself
identifying with the characters and their
struggles as the author shows that each
generation of believers, even to today, wrestles
with the same problems in arriving at the
realization that it is only through Jesus, and
only through his atoning sacrifice and nothing
else, that sinners are forgiven and made
righteous before God. This might not be the
easiest book you will ever read, but it will
certainly be one of the most rewarding.

As we continue to limit our social interactions
and spend more time at home, those of you
with young children have no doubt become very
familiar with the books you have in your home
library, perhaps to the point of having some of
them nearly memorized. Children love to hear
their favorite stories read over and over again,
but if you’re ready for something new, check out
this month’s selections.
The Story for Little Ones, Discover the Bible
in Pictures, illustrated by Josee Masse, forward
by Max Lucado and Randy Frazee. These thirtyone stories from creation to Jesus’ promise to
return, convey the joy and hope of God’s Word
in an easy to understand way for children.
A Night Night Prayer, by Amy Parker,
illustrated by Marijan Ramljak.
God Bless You and Good Night, by Hannah C.
Hall, illustrated by Steve Whitlaw. Both of these
books are good for helping little ones unwind
from a busy day and approach bedtime
peacefully.
We have three new books based on the
screenplay developed for “The Animated Stories
from the New Testament” video series. They are
The Kingdom of Heaven, The Prodigal Son, and
The Righteous Judge, all by Sara Clark, et al.
These stories are based on the Bible (scripture
references are provided) but are told with added
details. Older children will enjoy these.
Five Minute Bible Devotions for Children:
Stories from the Old Testament, by Pamela
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Happy Father’s Day!
At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we strive to build up and empower
Iowa kids and families. For us, Father’s Day is a time to celebrate
all the fathers and male role models we see every day.
Through our Early Childhood Services, young men are learning to become dads. They’re becoming
confident and active in their child’s life, and they are creating loving, bright futures for their families.
Many Iowa children entering foster care need a positive male role model in their lives. And through LSI
Foster Care and Adoption, our licensed foster dads are there to help guide them. This is only possible
through your support of LSI! If you would like to make a gift, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director
of philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Thank you for responding to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service!

Creating Her Community

Through LSI, Paulynn’s team provides transportation that allows her to travel to and from her
Paulynn had a dream of what she wanted in life: apartment with ease. While Paulynn is out, Lee is
lots of friends, a job she loved, a healthy lifestyle, able to take a well-deserved break from his careand a sense of community.
giving role.
But it was difficult for Paulynn to leave the apartment she shared with her dad, Lee. Though Lee
had dedicated his life to serving as his daughter’s
primary caregiver, they didn’t have reliable transportation that could accommodate her wheelchair. And Paulynn’s risk of seizures meant she
always needed to be accompanied by her dad.
Despite the obstacles, Lee was determined to
give his daughter the life she dreamed of. He enrolled her in LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities.

With support from LSI, Paulynn is able to give
back to her community. Each week, she helps
package meals for individuals in need. She has
created a community of her own through her volunteer work. And for every moment, her LSI
team is there to support her.
“We’re very grateful for LSI,” Lee says. “They’ve
been really great supporting my daughter.”
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to
the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service.
Learn more at www.LSIowa.org
and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Fifteen years later, Paulynn’s dream has become
a reality.
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