
for an unwise world

Welcome to Worship at 

JULY 26, 2026 || NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

LISTEN ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE & ON OUR WEBSITE

summer 2026 sermon series

God’s

Trust in the Lord with all your heart
 and lean not on your own understanding;

in all your ways submit to him,
 and he will make your paths straight.

PROVERBS 3:5-6



PRELUDE & BELL Milianna Carlson

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Andrew

PRAYER & CALL TO WORSHIP Pastor Andrew

OPENING HYMN #435 God of Grace and God of Glory

GREETING Pastor Andrew

SCRIPTURE READINGS Gracey Haberl

   Proverbs 25:21-22, 25-28; James 1:12-18; 1 Peter 4:7-11

APOSTLES’ CREED Grant Severson

OFFERTORY #678 We Are An Offering

BRETHREN SPECIAL MUSIC

Rise Up, O Men of God
Go Rest High On That Mountain

Bring Him Home

MESSAGE Grant Severson

   Wisdom in Self Control

BRETHREN SPECIAL MUSIC

This World Is Not My Home
There’s Something About That Name

CLOSING PRAYERS Pastor Allison

BRETHREN SPECIAL MUSIC Lord’s Prayer
Irish Blessing

POSTLUDE Milianna Carlson

ORDER OF WORSHIP
7.26.26 ||NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST || BANNER #18 “OPEN BOOK”



Welcome to worship at Immanuel! The psalmist reminds
us that God's name is majestic in all the earth (Psalm 8:9,
NRSV). With love for God and for one another, let us
approach the throne of grace from which all blessings flow. 
Today’s bulletin has been sponsored by these families:

The family of Marv Braland in honor of his 85th
birthday, which was yesterday, July 25th.
And John & Corine Nordeen in honor of Michael & Jamie
Nordeen's 14th wedding anniversary on August 1st.

Sponsor any worship bulletin in honor or in memory of
someone - perfect for birthdays, anniversaries, or special
remembrances. Sponsorship is $20 and helps us offset our
printing and paper expenses. Contact the church office to
schedule your sponsorship!
We welcome the Brethren to worship today! Members of
this quartet are Keith Hunn, Randy Navratil, Steve Olson
and Al Sampson. 
Current and prospective members of our Senior Choir are
invited to our potluck and meeting on Mon., August 3 at
5:30pm in the Social Hall! Bring a dish to share and ideas for
the new school year and how we can keep the choir involved.
Check out the cart in the lobby for our Kringla and Jesus t-
shirts - they are $15 each. Our garden produce swap is
also on the cart - if you have extra garden produce you’d
like to share, put it on the cart. Leave what you have and
take what you need.
Give a secure financial gift to Immanuel online!
You can give via a debit or credit card, Venmo,
Google Pay, or directly from your bank.
Please contact the church office if you have
questions about your giving!

CHURCH & COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS



Riverside 5K & Quilt Day – Saturday, August 1

Spend the day at Riverside for our annual 5K & Quilt Day!
Enjoy outdoor worship at 10:30 AM, lunch in the Dining
Hall (free‑will offering), swimming at the pool, and
fellowship with Riverside friends and supporters. The quilt
auction and 5K proceeds support camperships and the
ongoing ministry of Riverside as we continue our mission
“to know Jesus Christ and to make Christ known to all.”



Save the date for our Immanuel Pool Party at Riverside
on Saturday, August 8  from 1 - 3pm!th

Bring food to share, and bring your own
beverages (no glass bottles, please).
Best Dive Competition at 2pm with a kid
category and an adult category. For all
Immanuel members and their friends and family!



WELCOME TEAM
John Rathmacher, Ben & Kayla Haberl Family
READER

Gracey Haberl
TECH TEAM

Craig & Nancy Sargent
ACOLYTE

Jerry Severson
FELLOWSHIP HOSTS

Ben & Kayla Haberl Family
COFFEE CART

Steve & Miriam Skartvedt
PRAYER PARTNERS
Immanuel Deacons

BANNER/PARAMENT COMMITTEE
Jaynee Christian

THANK YOU TO TODAY'S VOLUNTEERS

Contact Milianna Carlson with questions or if you need assistance
using Sign-up Genius.

Are you enjoying a happy time? Praise God.
Is life becoming difficult? Seek God.

Are you experiencing a quiet moment? Worship God.
Are you suffering great pain? Trust God.

Are you unsure what to do? Ask God.
Are you overwhelmed with joy? Thank God.
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SERMON NOTES



Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Carol Lake
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

accounting@immanuelstorycity.org

Pastor Allison Potratz
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRIES

allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Milianna Carlson
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR & ACCOMPANIST

office@immanuelstorycity.org

Grant Severson
SEMINARY INTERN

gseverson@miseminary.com

Tyler Oberender
CUSTODIAN

Chris Dahl
DEPLOYED PASTOR TO RIVERSIDE 

chris@riversidelbc.org

Ben Carlson
TECHNOLOGY DIRECTOR

tech@immanuelstorycity.org

Church Council
council@immanuelstorycity.org

Amanda Tebben
NURSERY COORDINATOR

Facebook
ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity

YouTube
Immanuel Lutheran Story City

Apple Podcasts
Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Story City, IA

8:00 A.M. RADIO BROADCAST
(KASI, 1430 A.M.)

8:30 A.M. ADULT EDUCATION

9:30 A.M. WORSHIP

10:30 A.M. FELLOWSHIP (SOCIAL HALL)

604 Lafayette Avenue
Story City, Iowa 50248

515.733.4972 or 515.357.6982

office@immanuelstorycity.org

www.immanuelstorycity.org

Church Office Hours: 
Mondays - Thursdays: 9 A.M. - Noon
Fridays by appointment only

Contact

with

Church Staff

Sunday Schedule
summer
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