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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Our Mission 
Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 

And Making Him Known to All 
 

January 7, 2018 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Your SHAPE for Ministry 
 

 
604 Lafayette Avenue, Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 
 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 
E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday—9 A.M.-12 P.M., 1-3 P.M. 

Fri—9 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor 

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
 
 

Baptism of Our Lord                                                 January 7, 2018 

We Prepare to Worship God 

Prelude   

Opening Hymn       “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”      No. 210 

Opening Prayer 

Time for Greeting 

Announcements 

Children’s Message 
 

 

We Hear God's Word  

Lesson: Ephesians 1:3-10, 2:8-10  
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 
5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus 
Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his 
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In 
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth 
in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them. 
 

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11  
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the 
country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and 
were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather 
belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he 
preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the 



strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I 
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the 
water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

We Confess Our Faith                            
Apostles' Creed                                                           (on screen) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering                                              Heston McIlrath, piano solo                             

Offertory                          “We Are An Offering”                No. 678 
 

We Hear God's Word Proclaimed in Song, Word and Deed                 
   Hymn     “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”      No. 293    

Sermon                “Your SHAPE for Ministry”         Pastor Jensen 

Senior Choir Anthem    “We Gather ‘Round Your Table, Lord”             

                                                                                            Larson  

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   Confession and Forgiveness                                      (on screen) 

Words of Institution 
 The Lord's Prayer  

 Distribution 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
Blessing 

 Benediction 
 Closing Hymn                 “Lord, Speak to Me”                   No. 667 

Postlude 
Prayer Team Available in Chapel 

 

 

Welcome to visitors! Happy New Year! As we worship God 
together, let us pray for a fruitful year of ministry to the glory of his 
name. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 91 
 

Please join our prayer team each Sunday before and after 
worship (8:00/10:30 A.M.) to pray for worship and other prayer 
requests. We meet in the classroom #5 next to the chapel.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

Discovering Your SHAPE for Ministry 

 “We are God’s ____________, created in Christ Jesus 
to do___________, which God prepared in advance    for 

us to do!”—Ephesians 2:10  

S  ________________ 

H ________________ 

A ________________ 

P ________________ 

E ________________ 

www.freeshapetest.com 

Email your results to your small group leader or Pastor 
Kurt at jensku01@gmail.com 

  “Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 

Colossians 3:17    

 Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson           Sound Engineer: Trent Whipple 

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Ushers: Merlin & Clara Wendt, John & Patty Rathmacher, Chris 

and Adam McIlrath                      Greeters: Marge Michaelson       

Reader: John Rathmacher         Candlelighter: Jillian Concannon  

Communion Preparation: Denny & Marlene Bauman 

Communion Assistants: Shirley Frette, John Rathmacher 

Communion Helpers: Ava Charlson, Steven Berends 

 

 

 

http://www.freeshapetest.com/
mailto:jensku01@gmail.com


Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. In 
prayerful preparation for our Lord's Supper, please read and fill out 
the Information Card in the pew rack in front of you and give to an 
usher as you are directed forward. We welcome to this family Meal 
all who believe that Christ is present in the bread and wine, 
offering the full benefits of His grace, namely the forgiveness of 
sins, life and salvation. Children who have not received instruction 
about Holy Communion are invited to come with their family for a 
blessing. If you are unable to come to the front to receive the 
sacrament, let an usher know and it will be brought to you. We also 
offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice for those who prefer 
those options. If you desire either of them, simply point to the 
center of the tray where they are available. 
 

My Bible Faith Stepping Stone: During Sunday School from 
January 7 through February 11, our 2nd and 3rd graders and their 
parents will journey through all 66 books of the Bible, highlighting 
dozens of verses and stories through music, art, and drama. We 
will meet in the Social Hall each Sunday morning, starting with 
music at 8:20 A.M. Families will learn how to bring God’s Word into 
their daily lives. We will conclude with a blessing service during 
worship on February 11th.  
 

8:30 A.M. Sunday Adult Education: “Learning from the 
Hymns” (Room #5 next to chapel); Gospel of John Bible Study 
with Pastor Hunt (Chapel). Bring your Bibles! 
 

We will need some help taking down our Christmas Tree today  
and carefully packing the ornaments away for next year. If you are 
able, please stick around to help. Thank you!  
 

Please join us in the Social Hall following worship today for 
our Potluck! Drinks and tableware provided. Even if you didn’t 
bring a dish to share, please come for fellowship and food! We’re 
glad you’re here! 
 

Disciple Orientation: Interested in becoming part of Immanuel? 
Anyone who wants to find out more about what it means to follow 
Jesus as part our congregation is invited to join us in the 
Cornerstone Room TODAY after the potluck meal. We’ll have a 
welcome for new folks during worship on January 14th! 
 

Don’t forget to check out the periodicals, newsletters, and  
“Our Daily Bread” devotionals in the narthex! 

Immanuel Women’s Ministry Quilt Tying Work Day will be 
Thursday, January 11 from 9 A.M. to noon. Join us for a morning 
of food, fellowship, and service to others. You are welcome to 
bring treats for coffee break. No experience needed! 
 

The Immanuel Board of Education invites you to join us for 
Breakfast Club next Sunday, January 14. We’ll be serving 
pancakes, fruit, juice, and coffee from 8 to 8:30 A.M. in the Social 
Hall. Please invite your friends and family for this time of fellowship 
and food before the Sunday School hour. 
 

Carl Grulke, our new missionary with Lutheran Bible Translators, 
will be here next Sunday for our worship and fellowship hour to 
share about his family and their plans to move to Botswana in 
March to translate the New Testament into the native language. He 
and his wife Kelsey have 5 young children and will likely be in 
Botswana for 10-12 years to complete the translation. To learn 
more about the Grulkes and Lutheran Bible Translators, visit their 
websites: www.thegrulkes.org, and www.lbt.org.  
 

Annual Report: Please plan to have all of your information to the 
church office before January 15 so that we can put together the 
agenda for the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 21.  
 

Women’s Monthly Bible Study will continue on Tuesday, January 
16 at 2 P.M. in the Social Hall. All women are welcome to join us 
for a time of fellowship and study. 
 

All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided! 
 

Need a ride to church? Don’t let lack of transportation stop you 
from joining us for worship at Immanuel! Call the church office by 
Friday morning if you need a ride to and/or from worship on 
Sunday—we’ll provide the ride! We will try to honor last minute 
requests.  
 

If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 
 

Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays. 



Upcoming Immanuel Youth events! 
We are excited to invite you to participate in several upcoming 

youth activities. If you are interested in participating in any of 

these, please email or call the church office at 

immanuel@iowatelecom.net or 515-733-4972. 
 

 

Winter Jam 

January 26, 2018 at Wells Fargo Arena 

$15 at the door; Doors open at 6 p.m.; Main show at 7 p.m. 

Interested in going? Contact Rod Bunn at rbunn@gmail.com or  

515-290-1150 

 

Summer 2018 Youth Events 
 

Riverside Bible Camp’s High School week is July 22-27.  

They have a great week planned; check it out at 

www.riversidelbc.org/youth-camp (click on Sr High). 

 

Called 2 Follow, the LCMC National Youth Event,  

will be in Des Moines this summer!  

http://www.lcmc.net/youth-gathering 

July 17-20, 2018, Grand View University, Des Moines. 
 

 

 

Questions? Want to volunteer to help with any of these events 

or other youth opportunities? Contact us: 
 

Rod Bunn: rbunn1967@gmail.com; 515-290-1150 

Chris Dahl: dahlch01@gmail.com; 515-865-5901 

Tammy Nicholson: tknicholson89@gmail.com; 515-291-0034 

Pastor Kurt: jensku01@gmail.com; 515-733-4972 

 
 
 
 

January 7-January 14, 2018 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, January 7—Communion Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time  
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School/My Bible FSS & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Congregational Potluck (Social Hall) 
     11:00 A.M.   Discipleship Orientation (Cornerstone Room) 
 

 

Tuesday, January 9 
9:30 A.M.   Staff Meeting 

 

Wednesday, January 10 
6:30 P.M.   Junior Choir (final rehearsal) 
6:30 P.M.   Pizza for Trinity & Confirmation Students 
6:45 P.M.   Trinity & Confirmation Classes 

       7:15 P.M.   Senior Choir 
 

Thursday, January 11 
9:00 A.M.   Quilting Day 
6:00 P.M.   Deacons 
6:30 P.M.   Trustees 
8:15 P.M.   Council 

 
Friday, January 12 
     10:00 A.M.   Folding Bulletins 
 

Saturday, January 13 
       8:00 A.M.   Men of Immanuel 
 

Sunday, January 14 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:00 A.M.   Breakfast Club  
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School/My Bible FSS & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)   
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