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A new year is upon us. The
last few years have been
particularly challenging for
many in our church and in
our culture. It is easy for
one to look around and
scarcely recognize the
world that we live in. In my
own short life of nearly 38
years, I saw the dawn of
internet, touch tone
phones, CD’s, flat TV’s and
social media. And all of that
happened 15+ years ago!

Where do we look to when
we live in a world that
changes so fast and so
frequently? God has an
answer for that question. 

The Old, The New, and
You refers to a few things:

The Old: The Old Testament
- God’s story of creation, a
people set apart, a covenant,
and wave upon wave of
humanity that cannot live in
faithfulness due to the
depths of sin and a broken
world. The Old Testament
lays some important
foundations for us. First, the
Law of God is revealed in and
through the 10
Commandments and the
people of Israel. This brings
accountability to humanity
for acting in ways that 
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challenge God’s goodness and contradict His perfect life
for us. Second, the Old Testament lays a foundation for
covenants. God is a promise-maker and a promise-
keeper. The story of Israel revealed to us in the Old
Testament serves as a case and proof for our need of a
Messiah - One who could save us from our sins. And third,
the Old Testament teaches much about God’s design for
creation, God’s relentless pursuit of those He created in
His own image, and the relentless battle between the
Spirit of God and the spirit of evil.

As a favorite preacher of mine likes to say, the Old
Testament does not just tell us what happened, but it tells
us what always happens. In other words, God is always
faithful, and our world is always being challenged by wave
upon wave of unfaithfulness, evil, and counterfeit truth.  

The New: The New Testament - the Gospel and the life of
the early church reveal the pinnacle of God’s plans for
salvation and forgiveness. The New Testament lays some
important foundations as well. First, the Good News of
Jesus is one of forgiveness, healing, and the Kingdom of
God coming near. The awaited for Savior comes, turns the
world’s logic and way upside down, and invites Israel and
the gentiles alike into personal and communal
relationship with their Creator. Jesus makes a way for us
to be restored to God because humanity could not make
a way for itself. Second, the New Testament gives us first-
hand accounts of what it means to live as God’s people
after Jesus’ death and resurrection. This is a life that is
changed, and one that now has direct access to the 
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2

2022 IMMANUEL COUNCIL &
BOARD MEMBERS

 
CHURCH OFFICERS 

 

President: John Rathmacher
Vice President: Joel Danielson

Secretary: Lori Whipple
Treasurer: Al Hermanson

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 

Kelly Dahl
Brad Waline
Sherry Olsen

Patty Rathmacher
Dion Whipple

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION
 

Lisa McIlrath
Brandi Hill

Laura Severson
Rachel Winecoff
Jaynee Christian 

(Sunday School Superintendent) 
Cindy Blomberg 

(Sunday School Treasurer)
 

YOUTH BOARD
 

Chris & Kelly Dahl
Patty Rathmacher

Grant Severson
Brian & Melanie Wakefield

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
 

Edgar Christian
Grant Severson
Steve Skartvedt

Jeff Loots
Mike Mullenbach

Building strong relationships in
Christ and making Him known to all.

continued on page 3



S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31     

DATE TIME EVENT

Sun., January 1 -- New Year's Day
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Mon., January 2 -- Church Office Closed (holiday)

Thurs., January 5 9 A.M.
--

Quilting (Social Hall)
Council Items Due for Annual Report

Tues., January 10 7 P.M. Social Hall Reserved

Thurs., January 12
6:00 P.M.

7 P.M.
8:15 P.M.

Deacons Meeting
Trustees Meeting

Church Council Meeting

Sun., January 15 9:30 A.M.
10:30 A.M.

Kingdom Kids sing in worship
Annual Meeting & Potluck (after worship)

Wed., January 18 1:45 P.M. After School Adventure

Sun., January 29 8:30 A.M. Intergenerational Sunday School with Kingdom Kids
and Young Disciples

DAY TIME EVENT

Mondays 8:30 A.M.  Women's Study

Tuesdays 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting

Wednesdays 6 - 8 P.M. EPIC

Saturdays 8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel

Sundays

8:00 A.M.
8:30 A.M.
8:45 A.M.
9:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

Radio Broadcast
Education Hour
Prayer (Chapel)

Worship
Coffee Fellowship

month at a glance weekly events

You can see our fully updated
calendar on our website:
immanuelstorycity.org

http://immanuelstorycity.org/


1/3: Laurel Leeman
        Braylen Loots

1/5: Ken Frette
        Jillian Lykins
        Brandon McCoy

1/7: Cooper Leeman
        Michael Mader

1/8: Brinley Baker 

1/9: Patricia Kray
         Jakoby Tarnow

1/11: Marilyn Holdredge
           Benjamin Martindale

1/13: Lois Stevenson

1/15: Marj Michaelson 

1/16: Lars Skaar

Ed & Rita Frette
1/5: Gary & Sue Trampel
1/8: Bill & Marilyn Barquist
1/10: Ken & Sue Frette

Are we missing your birthday or
anniversary on our calendar? 

 

Contact the church office to
update your records so we can

celebrate with you!

1/17: Marian Olive
          Hannah Wheeler

1/18: Robert Johnson
          Dean Kohlmeyer

1/23: Andrew Potratz

1/24: Morgan Hammes
          Steve McMenamin
          Dorothy Valen

1/25: Marty Carter

1/26: Kayla Haberl
          Elizabeth Ihle
          Rhonda Ostrem

1/27: Mary Ness

1/28: Priscilla Dolch
           Jana Isebrands
           Tyler Isebrands
           Jacob Ostrem

1/29: Jerry Greenfield
         

1/30: Becca Whipple
          Arlene Willis

birthdays anniversaries



presence of God through the Holy Spirit. And third, the New Testament (when discerned and
received wholly with the Old Testament) gives us a solid foundation for how we as God’s
people today are to engage and interact with a culture around us in a way that honors both
God’s Law and God’s Salvation through Christ Jesus.

And You: All of these things intersect with your life and with mine. As individuals, families,
and a church community, we find ourselves with the vast wonders of God at our hands
through the Bible’s history, poetry, letters, wisdom, and Gospel. The Bible carries a
tremendous amount of Authority because God Himself inspired and willed it to be. Our
lives in Christ are called to submit to the Authority of God as revealed in the Scriptures,
and we are to be disciples of Jesus and His Word rather than of the culture around us.

Our journey into this new year will be one where we double down on our commitment to
know God’s Word and live accordingly. We pray that our lives may be transformed by our time
digging into the Scriptures. We pray that our understanding of how the Bible is to be read and
understood will grow so that our own study and ministry can be healthier and whole. We pray
that we would find confidence to stand firmly in God’s Truth in the face of numerous
oppositions to God’s Law, Gospel, and Abundant Life that assail us in our world today.  

Most of all, we pray that we would learn to THRIVE as we grow in our faith and life of
following Christ. The journey awaits us.

continued from page 2

Have you ever thought that Christians should
have deeper, more caring relationships with
each other? If so, you are not alone.  EVERY
Christian who desires to follow Jesus with their
life needs more healthy Christian Community
opportunities than what can be packed into an
hour or two on a Sunday morning.

As we wrap up the sermon series on “Joining
Jesus on His Mission,” any small groups are
going to continue working through that great
material in the coming weeks and months.
Another larger effort with a common material
will come with the Lent season in February!

For the winter, the plan is to have discussion
questions to accompany the sermon series

Small Groups at Immanuel

 as we work through God’s Word and its
place in our lives.

Please consider being in a small group! 
 We can get you plugged in to an existing
group, or gather people to form a new
one. To learn more about Immanuel's
Small group opportunities, visit
immanuelstorycity.org. For questions,
email Pastor Andrew directly at 
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org!
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SUNDAY IN- PERSON

November 6: 160

November 13: 171

November 20: 139

November 27: 120
 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON
AVERAGE: 148

 

SUNDAY ONLINE
(FACEBOOK) AVERAGE: 30

 

WEDNESDAY EPIC
AVERAGE: 35

None
 
 
 
 
 
 

those fighting or
recovering from illness
including Gloria
Oberender, Marj
Michaelson, Carol
Baedke and JoNann
Twedt
Sierra Tate and her
daughter Lydia
our congregation as we
navigate new expansions
to our ministry
our government and
our military
law enforcement,
healthcare workers,
teachers and students

attendanceattendance deaths & memorialsdeaths & memorials in our prayersin our prayers

How can we
pray for you? 

Please call or email our church office to share your prayer
requests and praises. If you would like to talk to a pastor

about your concerns, please ask! You may remain
anonymous if you'd like. You can also join our email prayer

chain to receive a notice when someone requests prayer.4

Other Pastoral ActsOther Pastoral Acts
Baptized on December 3: Paityn Lucille Reifschneider,
daughter of Chad & Brittni Reifschneider. Sponsors: Jen
& Mikki Stimson, Josh & Maci Horan, Logan & Brandi
Rickard 
Baptized on December 4: Rhys Leo Whipple, son of
Tyler & Natalie Whipple. Sponsors: Nicholas & Hannah
Oppedal, Alexa Whipple and Zach Meek

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


Three Days of Prayer
Dear Immanuel Family, as the Body of Christ, let us stand firm in our faith in Jesus Christ
by joining together for 3 days of prayer, presented by the LCMC National 3-days of prayer!
There are so many prayer concerns surrounding our world, nation, culture, Roland-Story
community, and in our own personal lives. Let's gather together and lift these concerns
up to the Lord, giving them to the one who hears our prayers and responds with love,
care, and concern. 
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                              There are times the 
                                                                                                                              Holy Spirit takes
                                                                                                                              what some people      
                                                                                                                              have been ignoring 
                                                                                                                              or only engaging in
                                                                                                                              by rote, breathes 
                                                                                                                              fresh life into it, 
                                                                                                                              and uses it to pull 
                                                                                                                              us into the current 
                                                                                                                              of God’s plans for
                                                                                                                              our lives. An 
illustration of this is the ancient prayer and practice of The Lord’s Prayer.

This year, we’re going to take that ancient prayer and practice of the Church and put it to
use in LCMC’s Three Days of Prayer. As we pray together as individuals, congregations,
and as one international association, I believe the Lord is going to use what we pray in
this ancient prayer to pull us into the current of the plans and purposes He has for us in
the present and in the future."

3 Ways to Get involved in the LCMC National 3 Days of Prayer:
 

1. The Sanctuary and Prayer Room will be available for anyone to come and pray from
9:00 to 5:00 P.M. on any of those three days. You can take time to pray your own prayer
concerns or guided prayer sheets will be available to use. 

2. Sign up for a prayer appointment with Pastor Andrew or Pastor Allison! Contact them
personally to set up a time or leave a message in the office. 

3. Join us on our Immanuel Facebook Page each of those days at 10 AM for a 10 @ 10
prayer and meditation video with one of our Pastors. 

In addition, beginning Sunday January 9th we will be offering prayer after worship each
Sunday. If you have a praise or prayer concern, come forward after the service to receive
prayer. We would also like to remind you that Deacons are available for prayer prior to
each Sunday service in the Prayer room beginning at 8:45 A.M. 

Psalm 121:1-2 "I lift my eyes up to the mountains, where does my help come from?      
 My help comes for you, maker of Heaven and earth." 
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Let us continue in prayer for God’s power and truth to transform those in the region
of Ukraine. May peace prevail, and may God work His justice.

As we pray for God’s power and truth to transform those across the world, we pray
also that God’s power and truth would transform our own hearts, and our own
congregation and community.

Pray for the many youth and adults with persistent anxiety and depression. Pray
that families of these people can rally to encourage, guide, and pray for those who
have the daily struggles in this area. Pray that God will provide a way for Christians
to speak into mental health issues in our community and schools.

Pray for our old and new government leaders at all levels. Pray that God would
reveal himself to those who are far from Him.

What is Truth? In John 14:6, Jesus describes himself as the Way, Truth, and Life. How
can we know what is true in the world? Most foundationally, our Truth must begin
with Jesus. The more we know Jesus, his character, and his life - the more we will
know the Truth. Pray that we may be grounded in the Truth of Christ, and that we
may be gifted by the Holy Spirit with discernment to distinguish truth from lies in the
world around us. Pray that we would do the deeds in Christ that we were created to
take part in.

Pray for Immanuel’s Call Committee, Staff, and Council as they navigate this
transition season, the visioning season, and as they prepare for the next chapter of
Immanuel’s rich ministry. May God give each of us a vision for the next season of
Biblical, mission-minded ministry.

What Can I Pray About? 
Prayer is the foundation of discipleship - of following Jesus! We desire prayer to become
a growing and more integral part of the DNA of Immanuel, so we invite you to pray
together and separately for the following concerns related to our lives, our culture, our
congregation, and our Mission:

6



Pray for the millions of people and ministries in our country who are suffering
economically due to inflation, high prices for food and fuel, and uncertain futures.
Pray that God would inspire those in the church who have the means to live and give
generously in Jesus’ name - not just for the sake of the church, but for the sake of
their neighbor.

Pray for Riverside Bible Camp as they continue to faithfully lift up the name of Jesus
in this fall retreat season! Pray that they would find favor with churches, protection
from evil, and empowerment through the Holy Spirit.

If you have big prayer concerns that you’d like to chat about sometime or add to this
section in coming months, please contact one of the pastors!

7
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The Salt Shakers small group is
promoting fellowship while pro-
viding an additional greeting on
Sunday mornings at Immanuel
prior to the service.   They are
preparing and serving coffee
(with your choice of flavored
creamer) in the narthex from
Thanksgiving through Christmas
prior to the 9:30 service.  
 “Smiles and appreciation from
many people,” Karen  Herman-
son shared. “Hosting the coffee
bar allows us to chat with people
as they arrive.” 

Small Group Highlight

Pictured are Salt shakers small group members:
Karen Hermanson, Sue Uthe and Miriam Skartvedt.

On January 8th, we’ll kick off our
new Adult Education series
during the Sunday School hour.
We’ll be doing a Bible Study   
 called “Sola Scriptura” which
brings us deep into God’s Word
to examine the Word, it’s place in
our lives, and how our Lutheran
lens can help us better receive
and study God’s Word.  



We've had an EPIC time at EPIC this semester! We've spent lots of 
time worshiping together in large group, taking communion together, 
serving together, and studying in small groups. The 5th graders have 
enjoyed learning more about their Christian Identity as followers of 
Jesus, and the 6th-12th graders have been working their way through
 the Teen Alpha curriculum. We ended the year with a large group
 Christmas party by caroling at the Scandia West Condos, enjoying 
hot chocolate, and playing a wild round of traveling Pictionary! 
We look forward to resuming EPIC on Wednesday, January 4th. 
We have a lot of great things planned for this next semester and we 
highly encourage parents to have your child attend EPIC as often 
as possible. There may even be some opportunities for parents to attend as well! 

Our confirmation students spent the fall studying the Apostle’s Creed, parts of the Small 
                                                                    Catechism, and the beginnings of the New Testament 
                                                                      and Jesus’ Ministry. Confirmation will resume on 
                                                                            January 8th, 2023 during the Sunday School 
                                                                                    Hour as we continue our journey through the 
                                                                                    New Testament.

2022-2023
& Confirmation
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January 1
No Sunday School

January 8
Sunday School resumes

January 15
Kingdom Kids sing during worship

January 18
After School Adventure

January 29
Intergenerational Sunday School for
Kingdom Kids and Young Disciples

For more information about Immanuel’s
Sunday School Program, contact Jaynee
Christian at jlchristian@hotmail.com.

schoolschool

January birthdays

Mark your calendars!
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 7: Cooper Leeman
 30: Becca Whipple

Pictures: Young Disciples create their Christmas Craft on the
meaning of the candy cane.

Young Disciples Christmas Craft
The Young Disciples completed a craft on the meaning of
the candy cane.  They were asked to give this craft to
someone as a gift.  Thank you so much to the Ben and
Kayla Haberl family for all your work in putting this
together.  The  kids loved it!

Thank you
Thank you to all of our Sunday School teachers, music
leaders, Epic leaders, mentors, parents and other adults
involved in the ministry of our children.  God has blessed
our church with these children and they are greatly  loved
by HIM and their Immanuel family. Blessings to all and
Merry Christmas! - Jaynee

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com
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Christmas Program
The Kingdom Kids this year used the book The Story of Christmas.  Our 1st graders did a
great job with their speaking parts.  The Pre-Kindergarten class was our fabulous nativity
and the 3 and 4 year olds knew the words to all the songs.  Thank you to all of our
parents and teachers for helping with the program. 
     
This year for the Christmas Program the Young Disciples presented a series of songs,
poetry, and Scripture while decorating a Christmas Cross. This cross was decorated
throughout program to tell the story of God's love for humanity-from creation, to birth,
to the cross, and ultimately His resurrection. Each of the ornaments represented a piece
of God's love story in sending His one and only Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Lord and
Savior. 

Intergenerational Sunday  
On Sunday, January 29 we will be having an Intergenerational Sunday School gathering.
This will include both Kingdom Kids and Young Disciples.  We will meet in the Social Hall  
at 8:30 for prayer, singing, games and treats.  We invite parents and all adults from our
congregation to join us as we worship across the ages.   



Women's Study
Starting January 9th, 8:30 AM in the Cornerstone Room

We will be starting a new DVD study called "Believing Jesus: A Journey Through the Book of
Acts."  All are invited to join us, whether you've attended before, or this is your first time.
 

"Are you truly willing to risk everything?  Join outside-the-box Bible teacher Lisa Harper in
this eight-session video-based study as the retraces the revolutionary steps of the early 
                                                                                                            Christians in Acts.  Drawing 
                                                                                                            on her theological depth and 
                                                                                                            comedic wit, Lisa reveals 
                                                                                                            that while the early believers 
                                                                                                            didn't have much of a 
                                                                                                            road map to follow after
                                                                                                            Jesus ascended into heaven, 
                                                                                                            the Holy Spirit catapulted 
                                                                                                            them forward with so much
                                                                                                            power, grace, and authority 
                                                                                                            that they dramatically 
                                                                                                            impacted the world." 
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Women's Christmas Party
This month ladies gathered for a fun Christmas
party potluck!  We enjoyed eating together, playing
games, and making a "cookie in a jar" craft!  Join us
in the future for more fun ladies events!



Our annual Christmas Luncheon was held on
December 4. As always, the social hall was
beautifully decorated. We served 70 dine-in
guests and 41 carry-out meals. Guests were
treated to four types of soups, potato cakes,
rice pudding and a variety of sweet treats. This
would not be a success without all of our
volunteers. From decorating to cooking soup,
baking goodies, creating and printing flyers,
monetary donations, volunteering time to
serve and helping with clean-up were very
much appreciated. There is a lot of work
involved, but the fellowship and laughter we
share is priceless. It is a great way to serve and
get to know other members of Immanuel.
Thank you to ALL involved!

Christmas Luncheon

Potato Cakes
Always so much laughter during potato cake baking! 
 From the novice, to the experienced, we have so much
fun.  We train for free!!14



Although the timing of the arrival of what
most of us consider winter weather varies
from year to year, January can almost
certainly be counted on for snowy days and
subfreezing temperatures. Such weather
encourages us to limit our time outdoors
and remain inside, preferably with a cup of
something hot in hand and a stack of good
books to read. Here are some new books
you might consider for the coming wintry
days.

When the Meadow Blooms by Ann H.
Gabhart is a novel of historical fiction set in
the 1920's when sanatoriums, orphanages,
and bitter family feuds were a frightening
reality. It is a story of families and loved
ones torn apart by disease, death and
misunderstanding, and their struggle to
become a family once again. Ultimately, it is
a tender story of rescue, rehabilitation, and
restoration.

Are you into solving mysteries? Colleen
Coble's Rosemary Cottage provides plenty
of suspects, but not a lot of clues. When a
young couple dies in separate accidents just
weeks apart from each other, close family
members find it difficult to accept the
accidental death rulings that were handed
down. As Amy Lange begins to ask
disturbing questions about her brother
Ben's death, Curtis Ireland also realizes
there are incongruities in the circumstances 

surrounding his sister Gina's accident. At
the center of it all is the one year old
daughter that Curtis' sister had granted
him custody of just weeks before her
death. When little Raine is kidnapped,
both Curtis and Amy know they have to up
their efforts to solve this mystery before
anything happens to her. Four agonizing
days and many prayers later the case is
finally solved - and not how you might
think it would be.

Beverly Lewis is a favorite author of those
who enjoy reading books about the
Amish. One of her latest, The Orchard, is
the story of an Amish family's struggle
with the realities of the Vietnam War when
one of the sons chooses to obey his call to
be drafted. Of course there is a bit of
romance involved, as well as the author's
ongoing commitment to family and faith
in whatever she writes.

We have a couple of new nonfiction books
for you as well. I Am a Christian,
Discovering What It Means to Follow Jesus
Together with Fellow Believers, and
Sharing the Gospel with Ease, How the
Love of Christ Can Flow Naturally from
Your Life are both by Thom S. Rainer. If
you have read the other book we have by
this author, I Am a Church Member, you
already know that he writes passionately
and persuasively about the importance of
being part of a supportive church
community and how to go about building
and growing one. Though small in size,
these books are packed with inspired
direction and encouragement.

Keep warm, keep reading!

Church
Library
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President John Rathmacher called the meeting to order.
Opening devotion was shared by Trustees.
The Council approved minutes from the previous meeting.
The Council reviewed Al Hermanson’s monthly Treasurer’s report and approved.
Report of Boards.
Old Business: Call Committee Update, Nominating Committee update
New Business: Discussion for Draft 2023 Budget, Discussion of Conflict Resolution
document, discussion & approval of Pastor & Staff 2023 compensation, scheduled
special council meeting for Dec. 27 to vote on discussed items.
Next meeting: December 27, 2022; January 12, 2023

Opening Prayer
Approved bills, Treasurer’s report, and previous minutes
Project Updates: Parsonage basement, electrical , drainage all completed. Youth room carpet in Dec.  
Other - Recommendation to council for Staff Salaries; Approved scholarship for Grant &
Laura Severson; Social Hall closet and wall update; Bell tower competed; Bethel church
gift discussion; Frette Endowment Scholarship discussion
Next meeting: Jan 15, 2023.

Approved previous minutes
Discussed meeting times to accommodate Pastor Andrew
Palm Sunday concert approved with Jonathan and Emily Martin
2023 Sermon Series discussion and direction was discussed, Stewardship series later in spring
BBQ 201 Tailgate set for March 11, 

LCMC 3 Days of Prayer and prayer 

Finalizing church membership discussion 

Honorarium approved for Jordan Skarin 

Next meeting: January 12, 2023

EPIC update
Christmas Party plans and Caroling!
2023 Plans 

Summary of December 15, 2022 Immanuel Council Meeting

JOINT COUNCIL

 

TRUSTEES—DEC 15

DEACONS—DEC 15

2023 with ISU Meat Science Club

emphasis for 2023

and recommendations for January Meeting

for directing the Christmas Cantata ($600)

  

YOUTH BOARD–DECEMBER 7, 2022

 

Opened in prayer
Minutes Approved, Treasurers report
given and approved
Review
Christmas program, Afterschool
Adventure, Skits for SS, Young Disciples
card outreach
Other: Nursery Policy drafted and
approved, Fall Mission Project ending,
Intergenerational SS on January 29th,
Lenten Supper serving.
Next meeting: TBD.

BOARD OF EDUCATION–DEC 15, 2022



FUND BEGINNING
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING

BALANCE

Current & Mission $21,366.29 $22,944.87 $26,066.87 $18,244.29

Improvement $89,629.63 $805.00 $0.00 $90,434.63

Missionary Support $492.67 $2,765.00 $3,187.50 $70.17

Memorial $1,396.69 $100.00 $0.00 $1,496.69

Ministry $16,147.23 $40.00 $130.25 $16,056.98

Tom Johnson Local
Mission Fund $274,278.68 $0.00 $1,000.00 $273,278.68

Questions regarding finances can be directed to treasurer 
Al Hermanson, or financial secretary, Carol Lake.

Church Financials

No Offering Envelopes?
 

Scan the QR code to give a financial
gift to Immanuel securely online!  

Endowment funds are gifts that keep
on giving, securing the financial future
of the Church. An endowment is a gift
that can be invested to support
church ministry programs such as
outreach programs, capital
improvements or debt reductions.
The Endowment Committee of
Immanuel Lutheran Church manages
these gifts to the endowment fund for
those purposes.

Having a planned giving program not
only strengthens the future of our
church but it is a way for you to say
that you believe in the future of our
church. An Endowment Fund program
is truly a gift that keeps on giving. 17



 Norsemen 
 Food Pantry

Located at the 
RS Middle School 
in Roland

Open Every Sunday 
from 4:00-5:00 P.M.

Appointments not necessary.
Families are to bring bags, boxes
or laundry baskets to carry food
home. Call the Roland- Story
Middle School for questions or to
donate: (515) 388-4348.

Neighborhood News

Little Free Pantry
 

The RS Ministerial
Association’s Little Free
Pantry is located at 510
Pennsylvania in Story
City for anyone that
needs to take food and
for those who would like
to give food to help
others in need! Find out
more about the Little
Free Pantry movement
at littlefreepantry.org.
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A Journey of 
Overwhelming Joy 

After going through fertility treatments and
being told they weren’t able to have any more
kids, Dani and her husband pursued their
foster care license in 2015 and have cared for
13 kids since. 

“Throughout our journey of being foster
parents, we’ve had many great placements,”
said Dani. “Our shortest placement lasted five
days when we cared for a girl, whose mother
was incapable of watching her while she
recovered in the hospital, and our longest
lasted 18 months.”
 
Dani shared that one of their biggest blessings
was having the opportunity to adopt some of
the children they fostered. The family adopted
their first child at age one, and they had plans
to adopt another when the child turned 18
years old.
 
“Every time our family adopts another child, I
get the same feeling of overwhelming joy,”
said Dani. “I feel like any expectant mom –not
being able to contain my joy when their
adoption comes up, and telling everyone I
know about it.”

Dani shared that it is hard to explain the full
impact fostering – and the lows and highs it
brings – has had on her family. “We’ve cried,
stressed and lost a lot of sleep. We loved,
laughed and had so many firsts,” said Dani.
“But I still tell everyone who is considering
being a foster parent to do it. It’s a roller
coaster, but so worth it.”

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love
of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. Learn more
at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa.
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