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Building Strong Relationships in Christ,
And Making Him Known to All.

January 2017

From the Pastor. . .
Immanuel Lutheran Church
604 Lafayette Avenue
Story City, Iowa 50248
515.733.4972
E-mail address - immanuel@iowatelecom.net
Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org

A member of Lutheran Congregations
in Mission for Christ (LCMC).
Ministers - All Members
Pastor - Kurt Jensen
Visitation Pastor - Tom Hunt
Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator Zachary Bauknecht
Deployed Pastor to Riverside - Chris Dahl
Office Secretary - Milianna Carlson
Financial Secretary - Veronica Wright
Custodian - Shelly Nibe
Missionaries we help support:
Tim & Paula Tjernagel, Spain
Pastor Randy Hansen, ISU
Gene & Ginger McClugage, Family Life, Arkansas
Kevin & Susana B, India
Doug & Amy Nunziato, Mission Aviation, Washington

Regular Office Hours
Monday - Thursday

8:30 A.M. - 12 noon,
1 P.M. - 4 P.M.

Friday

8:30 A.M. - 12 noon

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:30 A.M. Sunday School
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship Service
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

The Next Chapter
Did you know that this year marks the 500th
anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation?
In 1517, Martin Luther nailed to the church door
in Wittenberg a list of 95 Theses he wanted to
debate. Luther’s teachings sparked a return to
God’s Word. He translated the Bible into German
and used the new media of the time (the printing
press) to get God’s Word into the hands of the
people so they could read it themselves. Martin
and Katie Luther will visit us and share some of
their story this summer for the 100th anniversary of
the completion and dedication of our sanctuary.

What will God do through us this year as we begin
the next chapter of Immanuel’s ministry in Story
City? Whatever the next 100 or 500 years bring,
God will continue to use His people to bless and
renew the world.
Sharing God’s Word alongside you,
Pastor Kurt

A New View
The new year is an opportunity to sort out the useless
tasks and plan for the important; to review the failures
and resolve to be successful; to take an inventory of causes
and pledge life to purpose and service. These being done,
the new will truly be new, different and better.

-C. Neil Strait

January Ministry Volunteers
Ushers: John & Jackie Arthur,
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Tom & Sandy Hunt
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Linda Narigon
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Shirley Frette
Marian Olive
NEED
Cathy McKim
Linda Narigon

Readers
January
January
January
January
January

Newsletters via e-mail
Every month, we send out over 300
newsletters to our members and others in
and out of state. To produce one month's
newsletter, the church spends an average
of $60 in postage + 8 hours of combined
assembling time from volunteers + 2,000
pieces of paper.

Candlelighters
January
January
January
January
January
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Cole Schrader
Sam Skaar
Zach Twedt
Caden Sporleder
Reagan Vogelaar

Consider going paperless—contact our

Communion Helpers
January 1

L
Merry Christmas

Wyatt Bunn, Nic Hansen

church office to receive your newsletter
via your email address. Our newsletters
are also available on our website.

Church Financials
Financial Report - November
Fund

Beginning Balance

Receipts

Expenditures

Ending Balance

Current & Mission Fund

-6,516.47

34,759.12

36,198.69

-7,956.04

Improvement Fund

66,317.98

1,705.00

0.00

68,022.98

867.32

720.00

1,483.34

103.98

Memorial Fund

7,235.02

545.00

0.00

7,780.02

Ministry Fund

4,250.33

103.00

15.38

4,337.95

Missionary Support Fund

(Our Current & Mission Fund is especially in need of your gifts at this time)

Special Announcement
Immanuel Transition Team Update
As the Transition Team prepares for participating in the upcoming Transition Team/Call
Committee day-long workshop on Saturday, January 7, 2017 in Clear Lake, conducted by
Pastor Steve Lien, LCMC Coordinator for Pastoral Ministry, we have continued to discuss our
plans and process for accomplishing the numerous tasks set before us by the Church Council.
We are currently concentrating our discussions on how to go about “listening” to you as
members of the congregation in order to assess the strengths of and opportunities for Immanuel
and to determine the missions of which God is calling us and directing us.
The Transition Team has initially decided to complete this particular task by conducting what
we are calling a ‘formal’ assessment and ‘informal’ conversations. We believe our ‘formal’
assessment will be a completely anonymous survey-type process with you as congregation
members, to help us do a “check-up” of the health of Immanuel similar to a doctor’s physical
like all of us do from time to time. The members of the Team are currently researching various
assessment tools and companies that we could contract with to perform this “check-up”, and we
will soon evaluate those options, planning then to select an assessment tool and company and
move forward to kick off this ‘formal’ assessment process as soon as possible after the New
Year. At the same time, Team members are compiling series of questions that we will want to
present to you as individuals through various ‘informal’ conversations that we will host later this
winter/early spring 2017. We will then continue this journey as a Team and more importantly
as the Immanuel congregation, using this gathered information and God’s Word to guide us as
we move forward towards our final task of making recommendations to the Church Council!

End of the Year Announcements
Year-End Giving . Please remember the

Email Prayer Chain

needs of the various ministries of our
congregation. Our Current & Mission fund is
in particular need at this time.

Anyone who has a need for
prayer is invited to contact the
church office to begin the e-mail
prayer chain. The information passed
along the prayer chain is confidential
information and is to be used only to
indicate a person’s need for prayer.
Anyone wishing to be a part of the e-mail
prayer chain should contact the church
office to be included.

Note: Please have all your gifts
to the church office by 3 P.M.
on Friday, December 30, so
they can be credited for 2016.
Thank you!

Reminder about weather conditions
If Roland-Story Schools are dismissed early
due to weather conditions, then church
events will also be cancelled that day.
Information will also be posted to the
Immanuel website.

Annual Report information needed
All chairpersons, secretaries, and
treasurers are reminded to have their
annual report information to the church
office by Friday, January 6.

Church & Community Announcements
Daily Texts 2017

Dwelling in God’s word each day
In honor of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, our

Deacons have ordered a copy of the 2017 Daily Texts from
Mount Carmel Ministries for each family in our congregation.

The Daily Texts is a unique devotional book used by millions of
people around the world in over 50 languages. It is the oldest
continuously published devotional book in the world. It provides
two Bible verses for each day - one from the Old Testament
and one from the New Testament. These are followed by a
prayer based on Martin Luther's prayer pattern, which we will
highlight in a sermon series in January (see below). Scripture readings to read through
the Bible in one year are also provided. Whether you have a regular pattern of
devotions each day or not, we encourage you to join us in praying through a bit of
God’s Word each day with this resource.
You can pick up your copy on the table in the narthex. If you would like to donate
toward the cost of the Daily Texts, they are $5 each. We have a few extra copies
(and can always order more) if you would like some for gifts. Would you help us make
sure every Immanuel family gets a copy? Look at the labels on the narthex table
and take the names of those you recognize. When you bring them their Daily Texts,
tell them it is a gift from the congregation and we invite them to pray with and for
us as a congregation in 2017. May God bless our families, congregation, and community
as we spend time in His Word each day!

January Sermon Series:
Taking a TRIP with God’s Word—Praying with Scripture
When Martin Luther’s barber asked Luther how he prayed,
Luther gave him a pattern of praying through the words
of Scripture. “It is sufficient to grasp one part of a Bible
verse or even half a part from which you can strike a
spark in your heart,” Luther said. We’re going to spend four
weeks in January walking through Luther’s prayer pattern,
adapted by the people at Mount Carmel Ministries
(publishers of the Daily Texts). The TRIP pattern involves
the following steps, which you can find in your copy of the
Daily Texts. The prayer provided for each day flows out of
the daily Scripture verses, using this rhythm.

January 8: Thanks
January 15: Regret
January 22: Intercede
January 29: Purpose

Come take a TRIP with us through God’s Word to the heart
of God’s desire for the world!

Church & Community Announcements, continued
The Church Office will be closed
Monday, January 2nd.
Immanuel Women’s
Ministry Quilt Tying
Work Day
Immanuel Women’s
Ministry Quilt Tying Work
Day will be held Thursday,
January 12, beginning at 9 A.M. Our work
day will end at 12 noon. Come join us for a
morning of fun, work, fellowship, good
food, and service to others. If you would
like to bring something to share for
coffee break, you are invited to do so. We
hope you can make it, whether it is for an
hour or two or for the entire time.
No experience needed.

“Ring Out, Wild Bells"
Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.
Ring out the grief that saps the mind,
For those that here we see no more,
Ring out the feud of rich and poor,
Ring in redress to all mankind.
Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.
—Alfred, Lord Tennyson,
from “In Memoriam”

All Men of Immanuel are invited to meet
each Saturday morning from 8 to 9 A.M. in
the Social Hall for an informal Bible Study.

Women’s Monthly Bible Study
We will continue the Bible Study
for all women on Tuesday,
January 17 at 2 P.M. in the Social Hall.

Riverside’s “Mother-Son Night”
Celebrate “Everyday Heroes” with pizza
and games! Boys and their moms are
encouraged to dress up as their favorite
everyday hero for the evening!
Saturday, January 21
Riverside Dining Hall, 5 -7:30 P.M.
$10/person or $30/family
Register online or by calling the
office at 515.733.5271

Meal Train
If you know any friends or family in
need of meals following births, deaths,
illnesses, or surgeries, please contact
Sarah Jensen (suttonsbay1@yahoo.com) or
the church office. Sarah will help organize
the providing of
meals using the
Meal Train website
and will notify the
congregation allowing you to sign up for
times to provide meals for those in their
time of need. Thank you!

Church & Community Announcements, continued
Stephen Ministry
In addition to the cold weather outside, many people experience winters in their personal lives. A recent loss through
death, divorce, or relocation may leave them feeling lonely. A hospitalization, a cancer diagnosis, or ongoing medical
problems may leave them feeling isolated. The loss of a job, the fear of layoffs, or a financial setback can devastate
one’s self-esteem. Family and personal struggles may leave them with nowhere to turn for support.
If you are going through a difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can bring God’s warm love back into your life. They
provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They will meet with you privately on a weekly basis to listen, to
support and encourage you, to pray with and for you, and to walk with you for the duration of your crisis.
To find out more about Stephen Ministry and how you or someone you know could be matched with a Stephen
Minister, talk with Pastor Kurt or Gayle Tate. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you!

LCMC Days of Prayer: January 3, 4, and 5, 2017
Every congregation, member and pastor is being invited to set aside some
time each day of January 3, 4 and 5, 2017 for prayer. Our attitude toward
prayer has often been characterized by saying, “well, all we can do now is pray!”. Prayer is not the hopeless act of
desperation. Prayer is a gift that God has given to us as a means to approach the throne of grace with confidence—like
that of a child coming to her parents sharing concerns, victories, defeats and every part of life. It is an opportunity to
express the deepest heartache and the greatest joy. Prayer is a conversation between the Creator and the created…and
the conversation began with God, for us, in Christ Jesus.
Organize these three days of prayer any way that seems good to you. Some of our congregations will put together a
prayer vigil—a person signing up to pray in 30 minute intervals for example—for all three days, or a few hours each day;
some will offer a prayer service at a set hour each of the three days, some will simply ask each person to spend some
time each day in prayer…whatever works best in your congregation is the right way to go.

Day One: January 3
This is a day focused on confession. We have made our
lives, our relationships—and even the church—in our
own image. We confess that the church belongs to Jesus
and not to us. We gather to lay down our pride, our sin
and our agenda and ask the Lord of the church for
forgiveness, which He gives freely and with mercy.

Day Two: January 4
This is a day of petition. Pray for your congregation, for
the pastor, for the leaders, for those who carry out
ministries, for the Sunday School teachers, for the
Confirmation leaders, for those leading adult Bible
studies and for those leading small groups. Pray for those
in hospital and nursing home ministries. Pray for all those
connected to your church that they might know God’s
redeeming love for all in Christ.

Day Three: January 5
This is a day for vision. Pray that the Holy Spirit will
again move through the hearts and minds of leaders and
pastors that God’s vision for His church might be revealed and fulfilled. This is a time of prayer for renewal,
revival and encouragement. Pray for God’s vision.

“What the new year brings to you will depend a
great deal on what you bring to the new year.”
-Vern McLellan

Church & Community Announcements, continued
The Annual Meeting of Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church is set for
Sunday, January 15 following the 9:30 A.M. worship service.
Items on the agenda will include:
1. Ministry highlights from the past year,
2. Our Missions commitment for 2017,
3. Update on the Endowment Fund,
4. Discuss and vote on the pastor’s salary,
5. The election of new council and committee members and delegates.
All confirmed members are encouraged to attend and vote! The Middle School and High
School Youth will be serving a meal in the Social Hall following the meeting. There will be a
freewill offering for the meal.
Ballot for Annual Meeting Nominating Committee Report
Church Officers:
President: Terry Thompson
Vice President: Frank Baedke
Secretary: Brad Skaar
Treasurer: Dennis Bauman

Board of Education
Jeff Baker (15-17)
Kim Sporleder (15-17)
Brenda Lykins (16-18)
Jessica Reinert (17-19)
Cindy Blomberg as Treasurer

Deacons:
Shirley Frette (15-17)
Gloria Oberender (15-17)
Al Hermanson (16-18)
John Nordeen (16-18)
John Rathmacher (17-19)

Trustees:
John Arthur (15-17)
Tyler Oberender (17-18)
Craig Sargent (17-18)
Al Gelner (17-19)
Jeff Loots (17-19)

Youth Board:
Amanda Isebrands
Tammy Nicholson
Rodney Bunn
Gayle Tate
Chris Dahl

Nominating Committee:
Stefanie Charlson
Mary Danielson
Ronette Schlatter
Ben Winecoff
Ole Skaar

Delegates:
LCMC National Gathering: Pastor Kurt Jensen, Steve Skartvedt
Riverside Bible Camp: Kim Sporleder, Laurie Thompson,
Miriam Skartvedt
Bethany Manor: Edgar Christian, Clayton Gabrielson, Gloria
Oberender, Sue Uthe, Mike Valen
Waldorf College Representative: Ole Skaar
Submitted by the Nominating Committee
Karen Waline, Linda Narigon, Matt Sporleder, Miriam
Skartvedt, Tyler Whipple

Brand new
I am the new year. I am an unspoiled
page in your book of time.
I am your next chance at the art of
living. I am your opportunity to
practice what you have learned about
life during the last 12 months.
All you sought and didn’t find is hidden
in me, waiting for you to search it but
with more determination. All the good
you tried for and didn’t achieve is
mine to grant when you have fewer
conflicting desires.
All you dreamed but didn’t dare to do,
all you hoped but did not will, all the
faith you claimed but did not have —
these slumber lightly, waiting to be
awakened by the touch of a strong
purpose.
I am your opportunity to renew your
allegiance to him who said, “See, I am
making all things new” (Revelation
21:5, NRSV).
—Author unknown

Church

Library
Read. Study. Learn.

With the holiday season behind us
and winter settled in, a sense of
quiet solitude encourages us to pause and reflect
on past accomplishments and make plans for the
future. If you haven’t used the library before or
have taken a break from reading during the busy
holidays we hope you will make stopping in for a
visit one of your goals for the new year. It’s as
simple as signing your name on a card!
We have some new fiction from author Darrel
Nelson to introduce this month. Both books are
modern day dramas that will keep you hooked to
the very end. The Return of Cassandra Todd tells
the suspenseful story of a young woman, her
little son, and a most unlikely knight in shining
armor. Running in desperation from her abusive,
egomaniacal husband, she must depend on the
courage and cunning of a former classmate
whom she barely acknowledged during their high
school years. Exciting and fast-paced, this is a
hard book to put down.
In Following Rain, Nelson’s characters come
from very different backgrounds and have
nearly opposite objectives in life. As a successful
investigative reporter Paul Blakely is all about
following the latest lead and getting the scoop on
his competition. Rain McKenzie works at a
homeless shelter and carries a burden of guilt
from her painful past that she will do almost
anything to keep hidden. What happens when their
paths cross leads them to question the
directions their lives have taken and the plans
they had for the future.
A new book by Lauraine Snelling, The
Second Half, explores family relationships and
dynamics in a situation that is becoming more and
more common today—grandparents taking on
the task of raising their grandchildren. Looking
forward to retirement, Ken and Mona Sorenson
suddenly find themselves scrambling to rework

their lives when their newly divorced son is
deployed overseas and they take on the challenge
of bringing their two young grandchildren to live
with them. This is a heartwarming yet thoughtful
story of a family working through a difficult
situation.

New books for young readers:
Good, Good Father by Chris Tomlin and Pat
Barrett, illustrated by Lorna Hussy.
The Kid Who Changed the World by Andy
Andrews, illustrated by Philip Hurst.
You will be surprised and pleased with the
Iowa connection in this story.

Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp
Registration & Discount Information
We want to encourage as many campers to come to
Riverside this summer as possible from our congregation.
The theme this summer is “Rooted” based on Colossians
2:6-7: “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live in him, rooted and built up on him,
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness.” There are a number of
programs to choose from for each grade level. Register
online at: www.riversidelbc.org. Discounts for our
campers include:


Registrations
postmarked on or
before February 15
receive a $15 or $20
discount depending on which camp your camper is
attending.



Since Immanuel is a member congregation of the
Riverside Association, all campers from Immanuel
will receive a Member Congregation discount of $15.



Multiple Child - the first camper will be charged the
full camp fee. The second camper from the same
family will receive a $30.00 discount. Each additional
camper will receive a $50 discount.



Immanuel Campership - $100 is given by the
Immanuel congregation for a full week of camp, $50
for Alpha Camp.

If you need further financial help in order to go to
camp, let one of our pastors know. We want to give
everyone an opportunity to go to camp!

Summary of December Council Meetings
Joint Council--December 8, 2016
Present: Pastor Kurt Jensen, Lori Whipple, Brad Waline, Beth
Bunn, Denny Bauman, Jeff Baker, Gloria Oberender, Shirley
Frette, Terry Greenfield, John Arthur, Zachary Bauknecht, Al
Hermanson, Frank Baedke, John Nordeen.
John Arthur led us in devotions.
Denny Bauman gave the financial report.
Approved of Pastor Kurt’s 2017 housing allowance
Updates from Nominating Committee and Transition Team.
The Transition Team will attend a workshop on January 7th.
Zach reported on the National Youth Workers Convention
and the Planet Wisdom conference.
Reviewed the agenda for January 15, 2017 annual
congregational meeting.
Next Council meeting is January 12, 2017.
Deacons’ Meeting--December 4, 2016
 Present: Pr. Kurt, John Nordeen, Gloria Oberender, Shirley
Frette, and Al Hermanson.
 Discussed expanding new member classes into Disciple
Orientation for both new members and current members to
deepen spiritual growth. Start classes in late February.
 Discussed having online and printed Time and Talent Survey.
Possibly a ministry fair at end of Disciple Orientation classes.
 Reviewed Thanksgiving Service; discussed upcoming
Christmas services.
 LCMC Three Days of Prayer Jan. 3-5: Confession, Petition,
and Vision.
 Agreed to purchase Daily Texts for every family of our
church. Accompanying sermon series in January using the
prayer approach called TRIP: T – Thanksgiving, R Repentance, I – Intercession, and P – Purpose.

Cabinets

in Work Room—Jon Mehl getting us
recommendations
Daycare Exploration Team—Jeff Baker reported that a
sprinkler system and fire alarm system required. Exits and
emergency lighting must be included in all rooms and halls.
Certified Architect must draw the plans. Proceed to an estimate.
Handrail near piano—Jon Mehl getting us recommendation.
Sanctuary sound improvement project—Blaedesign, proposal
for about $50,000
Bulb Guy update—tabled to 2017.
Approved new backup battery for elevator $250--O’Keefe
Elevator Co
Employee Appreciation gift for all Immanuel employees of
$25 gift card.
Pastor's items

Programmable thermostats & Social Hall furnace—Pastor
Jensen contacting Jim O’Connor for prices

Endowment Fund needs 2 new members, Audit Committee
needs 1: John Arthur to contact.
Youth Board meeting--December 4th, 2016
Present: Beth Bunn, Tammy Nicholson, Amanda Isebrands,
Zachary Bauknecht

Devotions and prayer led by Zachary.

Reviewed and approved financial report.

Approved gas card for gas for Clark and Julie Thompson
who were drivers for Planet Wisdom Discipleship Event in
Minneapolis.
Reviewed November activities:


13th-Family Ice Skating- 10 youth and 4 parents

17th-20th- Zach at National Youth Workers Convention in
Ohio
Upcoming December activities:
Special Meeting of Trustees – Tuesday, November 29, 2016

3rd-4th Planet Wisdom Discipleship Event in Eden Prairie
Present: Chair John Arthur, Rich Corcoran, Temporary
MN 17 total - 13 youth, 4 adults
Secretary Erik Christian, Pastor Kurt
Absent: Marcus Seaton, Terry Greenfield

11th Youth Group- MS and HS
Approved minutes and bills from previous meeting

14th Trinity & Confirmation Caroling
Discussed and approved changes to staff salaries for 2017

18th Family Youth Group Christmas Party
Looking for a substitute custodian for when Shelly is gone.
Y.E.M.C Items:
Parsonage walk-through moved to January

National Youth Workers Convention
Looking into Black Hills energy audit and programmable

Planet Wisdom Review
thermostats.
Update on daycare exploration: Dec. 4th will be a walk
Youth Group Family Christmas Party Plans
through.

Annual Meeting Lunch Plans
Youth
Board Chairperson Items:
Trustees Meeting--December 8, 2016
Present: Pastor Jensen, John Arthur, Terry Greenfield, Eric

New members starting in January: Chris Dahl, Rodney
Christian, Treasurer Dennis Bauman. Absent: Marcus Seaton,
Bunn, Gayle Tate, Tammy Nicholson. Looking for 5th
Rich Corcoran.
member.
Opening Prayer by John Arthur
New Business:
Approved Bills, reviewed Treasurer’s Report by Dennis

Discussed ways of communicating well with parents and
Bauman
youth.
Update on projects:
Patio—Mary Ruppel: Country Landscapes has not finished the 
Beth to Council Meeting on the 8th.
proposal

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

Happy New Year!

Intergenerational Night!

I hope and pray that 2016 was a good year for
each of you. As we bring another year to a close,
I want to ask you to take time and reflect on
everything (good and bad) that has happened
in your life this year. It is my hope that you
will see where God is working in your life and
what He is doing to shape you for His will.
I pray that each of you knows the love He
has for us now and always. God's richest
blessings to you in 2017!

On Sunday January 22nd from 5:30-7:00PM
we are having an Intergenerational Night! We are
inviting ALL AGES to join us for some good food,
laughter and fellowship. This will be held at
Church in the Social Hall. The final details
for this event are being ironed out currently
and as soon as we have them lined up, we
will pass them along to you. Please put this
date on your calendar as you will not want
to miss out!!

-- Zachary

Fourth Annual Immanuel Lutheran “Snow Bowl"

Middle School Youth Group
We will be getting together for Youth Group
on Sunday the 29th from 2:00-3:10 PM. We will
play some fun games and have great
conversations as well. We hope you can join us!
High School Youth Group
We will be getting together for Youth Group
on Sunday the 29th from 3:15-4:30 PM.
Bring a friend and get ready for some fun!
We hope you can join us!

Immanuel's Fourth Annual “Snow Bowl" will
be on January 28th at 1:00PM! We will
meet at Church at 1:00 PM and then head
over to the football field. A friendly game of
football will be played then right after we are
done with the games we will head back to
church for some Hot Chocolate, Cookies and
a Devotion! Food. Friends. Fellowship. Football.
What more could you want on a snowy
January day?? I hope to see you there!
Bring a friend. ANYONE 14 and older is welcome to
join us. Families are welcome to participate.

Annual Meeting Lunch
On January 15th, we will be serving the Annual Meeting Lunch after Church. The Annual Meeting
Lunch is a fundraiser for Immanuel Lutheran Church Youth Group and we are hoping to have a great
turn out for this event! If you are attending the Mission Trip in June, please make sure you come to
help out! Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Grade students are asked to please bring a salad or fresh
cut vegetables and dip. Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh and Twelfth Grade students are asked to please bring
a dessert. A postcard with more information will be sent out at the beginning of January.

A Multitude of “Thanks” to:
*the Wheelchair Pushers who helped

*Emily Anderson and all the participants

Bethany Manor residents attend worship
services in December.

in our Christmas Eve Candlelight Services.
Thank you for your talents and
contributions!

*those who purchased Gifts for the
Angel Tree and for Susan Kinyon,
Jackie Skaar, and Corine Nordeen
who sorted the gifts for easy distribution.

*our dedicated Ministry Volunteers,
Council and Committee Members, and
Secretary Helpers for their continued
support and hard work. We wouldn’t be able
to function as a church body without you!

Thank you to all that were
involved in the Christmas Tea!
People were involved in so
many ways: potato cake rolling,
food preparation, providing
crafts and bake sale items, decorating, ironing
table cloths, clean-up, delivering posters,
shopping, etc.

Each and every person played a
very important role in making
this a successful event again
this year. This year we served
around 100 lunches and 11
dessert tickets.
We made
approximately $2100.
We are truly blessed at
Immanuel and have
much to be thankful
for. Thanks again!

-Jaynee Christian

Kingdom Kids and Young Disciples
Christmas Program 2016

Despite the bitter cold, we had a wonderful children’s program
and message from Chris Dahl.

And the angel said unto them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy
which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day
in the City of David, a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord.”
-Luke 2:10-11

16

15
8:00 AM - Radio Broadcast
8:30 AM - Sunday School
9:00 AM - Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 AM - Worship
10:30 AM—Congregational Annual Meeting
11:00 AM—MS/HS host Annual Meeting Lunch

2:00 PM - MS Youth Group
3:15 PM - HS Youth Group

29
8:00 AM - Radio Broadcast
8:30 AM - Sunday School
9:00 AM - Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 AM - Worship
10:30 AM - Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

5:30 PM—Intergenerational Night
(all ages welcome)
30

23

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

9

22
8:00 AM - Radio Broadcast
8:30 AM - Sunday School
9:00 AM - Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 AM - Worship
10:30 AM - Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

Mon

Tue

Wed

31
9:30 AM Staff Meeting

24
9:30 AM Staff Meeting

17
9:30 AM Staff Meeting
2:00 PM Women’s Bible
Study

10
9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM - Social
Hall reserved

25
6:30 PM - Junior Choir
6:30 PM - Pizza Supper
6:45 PM - Trinity/Confirmation
Classes
7:00 PM - Senior Choir

18
6:30 PM - Junior Choir
6:30 PM - Pizza Supper
6:45 PM - Trinity/Confirmation
Classes
7:00 PM - Senior Choir

11
6:30 PM - Junior Choir
6:30 PM - Pizza Supper
6:45 PM - Trinity/Confirmation
Classes
7:00 PM - Senior Choir

26

19
9:30 AM - R-S Ministerial
at Grace

12
9:00 AM - Women’s Ministry
Quilting Work Day
6:00 PM - Youth Board Meeting
6:00 PM—Deacons Meeting
7:00 PM - Board of Education
7:00 PM—Trustees Meeting
8:15 PM - Council Meeting

5

Thu

27

20
9:30-11:00 AM
- Library
reserved

13

6 Epiphany

Fri

January 2017

2
3
4
Church Office LCMC Days of Prayer
Closed
6:30 PM - Junior Choir
9:30 AM 6:30 PM - Pizza Supper
Staff Meeting
6:45 PM - Trinity/Confirmation
Classes
7:00 PM - Senior Choir

8
8:00 AM - Radio Broadcast
8:30 AM - Sunday School
9:00 AM - Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 AM - Worship
10:30 AM - Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

1 Communion Sunday
8:00 AM - Radio Broadcast
9:00 AM - Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 AM - Worship
10:30 AM - Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

Sun

I mm a nu el Lu th e ra n C hur c h

1:00 PM - 4th Annual
Snow Bowl

28
8:00 AM—Men of
Immanuel

9:00 AM—12:00 PM Social Hall
reserved

21
8:00 AM—Men of
Immanuel

14
8:00 AM—Men of
Immanuel

Transition Team
Training Day in Clear
Lake

7
8:00 AM—Men of
Immanuel

Sat

Immanuel Lutheran Church
604 Lafayette Avenue
Story City, Iowa 50248
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Happy New Year!

k
january
2017

Prayer for a new year
Lord, I give up all my own plans and purposes, all my
own desires and hopes, and accept thy will for my life.
I give myself, my life, my all utterly to thee, to be thine
forever. Fill me and seal me with thy Holy Spirit.
Use me as thou wilt. Send me where thou wilt, and
work out thy whole will in my life at any cost,
now and forever.
Amen.
Betty Scott Stam

