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Our Mission
Building Strong Relationships in Christ,  

And Making Him Known to All.

Immanuel is a member of

 

We’re updating the newsletter layout by revamping 
and adding articles to make our newsletters more 
informative and pleasing to read! You’ll find changes 
monthly as we adjust the design and content. Please 
be patient while we try new things, and let us know 
how we’re doing at office@immanuelstorycity.org. 
Thanks for reading The Immanuel Informer!

Life Together
      Christianity is full of phrases that imply   
      togetherness. “Body of Christ,” “cloud of 
      witnesses,” and “family of God” are just a 
      few of them. Often, these phrases can 
become routine or even cliché, but I want us 
to pause for a moment and consider the 
gravity of this: God does not intend you to 
be alone, isolated, or separated from other 
believers. 

On top of the overwhelming blessing of 
having the Holy Spirit in us, our walk in the 
faith is a walk together, with others in the 
faith and others outside who we hope to see 
come to Grace in Christ.

The pandemic has influenced our 
“togetherness” in many ways. We know that 
many feel isolated and alone. Some are OK 
with this temporary reality, and others find 
loneliness or depression when physically 
separated from those that they love.  
Wherever you are on that spectrum, you 
were not made to be alone. Nor were you 
made to be physically isolated from your 
Christian family for long periods of time. But 
there is Hope. There is always Hope in Christ 
Jesus for such times as this.

As we near Lent, this conversation of our 
lives together as Christians will be the focus 
of our Wednesday gatherings. Through the 

Continued on next page 

If you are visiting us in person, please know:

                                          In response to the number 
                                          of COVID-19 cases in our 
                                          county and Gov. Reynolds' 
                                     proclamations, the Immanuel 
                                 Council decided to make masks 
                           required at our 8:30 A.M. worship 
service. In addition, everyone is required to wear 
masks at least as they enter and exit the sanctuary 
at our 10:45 A.M. service but masks will remain 
optional during that service.

mailto:office@immanuelstorycity.org


Inclement weather

COVID protocol

All saints

                                                  The Saints Peter and Paul Knights      
                                                of Columbus Council will once more
                                                    be teaming up with Affordables in 
                                                       Story City to provide winter coats 
                                                    for those who might not otherwise 
                                                        afford a warm coat this winter. 
Last year there was a shortage of coats for children. In order 
that no child be without a coat, we are asking for your help! If 
you have a gently used winter coat for children or teens, please 
take them to Affordables in Story City. Jesus reminds us that 
whenever we feed or clothe one of our brothers or sisters, we are 
feeding and clothing Him. Please prayerfully consider how you 
can assist the clothing of these little ones!

2

Scriptures, God reveals what life together 
looks like as God’s people. The first thing 
we think about is the Law of Moses and 
the 10 Commandments given on Mt. Sinai. 
What also comes to mind is Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount and the Beatitudes that 
counter-culturally proclaimed a Holy 
Kingdom that was quite unlike the world 
of the day (and the world of now).  

What we learn in the 10 Commandments 
and in the words of Jesus is the heart of 
God. Our lives together can be blessed 
and enriched by studying God’s Word 
together – in doing so we will grow closer 
together and closer to God’s Heart in what 
we believe, say, and do as God’s people.

This Lent, please commit to joining us in 
person or online for our Wednesday 
gatherings. Commit to participating in the 
Life that we are called to Together as the 
Body of Christ! Grow, ask questions, and 
contribute to the glorious Kingdom of God 
here on earth!

Pastor Andrew



November 2020
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 Daylight Saving 
Time Ends

2 3        Election Day 4 5 6 7

Communion & All 
Saints

8:00 A.M. Radio 
Broadcast (KASI 
1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday 
School & Adult 
Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel

8 9 10 11        Veterans Day 12 13 14
8:00 A.M. Radio 
Broadcast (KASI 
1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday 
School & Adult 
Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

6:30 P.M. Trustees
7:00 P.M. Deacons
8:15 P.M. Council

8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel
9 A.M. LCMC Iowa 
District Annual 
Gathering at 
Riverside Bible 
Camp

15 16 17 18 19 20    21
8:00 A.M. Radio 
Broadcast (KASI 
1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday 
School & Adult 
Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

9 A.M. Staff Meeting
2 P.M. Women’s 
Monthly Bible Study

6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

9:30 A.M. R-S 
Ministerial Meeting 
at Bible Faith

8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel

22 23 24 25 26     Thanksgiving 
Day

27 28

8:00 A.M. Radio 
Broadcast (KASI 
1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday 
School & Adult 
Education
10:45 A.M. Worship
7:00 P.M. 
Thanksgiving Service 
at Harvest E-Free

9 A.M. Staff Meeting Church Office Closed Church Office Closed 8 A.M. Men of 
Immanuel

29   1st Sunday of 
Advent

30

8:00 A.M. Radio 
Broadcast (KASI 
1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday 
School & Adult 
Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

calendar

Events

Birthdays and anniversaries

Church hours for thanksgiving

Daylight savings

November holidays

All saints

Church secretaryslide

 

12/22: Al & Karen Hermanson
12/28: Chuck & Emily Anderson

                                                                       12/3: Diane Swenson; 12/5: Nadine Beck, Fran Christian, David Hanson;  
                                                                       12/6: Katie Brouwer, Hunter Hill, Paul Voga; 12/7: LaVerne Pierce, Laurie 
                                                                       Thompson; 12/8: Chuck Carlson, Tess Leeman; 12/9: May Loots; 12/10: Larry  
                                                                       Fuhrman; 12/11: Emma Martin; 12/12: Mike Billings, Judy Hill; 12/13: Diane 
                                                                       Christian, Tim Marienau, Leah Oppedal; 
12/14: Katrina Mader, Steve Skartvedt; 12/16: Duane hassebrock, 
Andrew johnson; 12/17: Janet Oppedal; 12/19: Donna Kallem, Jason
Thompson; 12/20: Jim Hovick, Rachel Isebrand, Sophia Smith;
12/21: Ashlee Mullenbach, Braden Richardson, Solvay Twedt, Susan 
Twedt; 12/23: Kane Hassebrock, Brooke Lynn Mader; 12/25: Carol 
Sherman; 12/27: Chuck Anderson, Nicole Engelhardt, John Nordeen; 
12/28: Jace Mensen; 12/29: Adelyn Valen; 12/31: Janet Hermanson

Birthday

Wedding Anniversary

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE:
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship
9:45 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education
10:45 A.M. Worship

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 2 3 4 5 6
10 A.M. 
Visitation for 
Pat Larson

11 A.M. 
Funeral Service

9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

7 P.M. 
Endowment 
Fund Meeting

6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

7 Communion 8 9 10 11 12 13
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

6:00 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

12:00 P.M. 
Colleagues

8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel & 
Heart to Heart 
Women’s 
Fellowship

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
1:00 P.M. 
Council & Board 
Meetings

2:30 P.M. 
Council Retreat 
(Social Hall)

9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

6:30 P.M.
Ash Wednesday 
Worship

7:15 P.M. 
EPICstorycity

8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9 A.M. 
Staff Meeting

6:30 P.M.
Lenten Worship

7:15 P.M. 
EPIC

8 A.M. 
Men of 
Immanuel

28   FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1: Joel Hanson, Jan Peterson  2: Cathy McKim, Jenny Ostrem  6: Chris 
Engelhardt  8: Ryan Charlson  9: Jonie Wheeler, Reagan Vogelaar  
10: Charlotte Auestad  11: Mary Danielson, Joel Gabrielson  13: DeEtta 
Fiihr, Chris Hansen, Reece Martin, Miriam Skartvedt  15: Chris Dahl  
16: Edgar Christian, Carrie Horman, Colleen Johnson, Mavis Leerberg  
17: Leah Hanson, Allison Schrader, Loren Twedt, Gabriella Wakefield  
18: Alaina Christian  19: Laura Severson  20: Mike Vogelaar, Reid 
Whipple  22: Jonathan Braathun, Richard Lowe  24: Doretta Hoffmann, 
Terry Thompson, Matt Valen  25: Tami Marienau  26: Jillian 
Concannon, Zayne Leeman, Jocelyn Lowe  27: Julie Oelschlager

FEBRUARY 
ANNIVERSARIES

1: Roger & Sherry Olsen
7: Dwayne & DeEtta Fiihr
9: Paul & Paula Voga
14: Roger & Fran Christian, Dion & 
Brenda Whipple

If we’re missing a birthday or 
anniversary, contact the church 

office!

 



Sunday, February 7



Adult class 
moved to 
9:45 am 
and 
Sunday 
school at 
9:45

LCMC iowa district annual 
gathering

https://www.iowalcmc.org/

February 7: When We Cry Out
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/

How does God respond when his people cry out 
to him? We take a closer look in Exodus 3.

February 14: Rescued for a Purpose
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/

Does God rescue people just to get them out of 
trouble, or does he have something greater in 
mind?

February 21: Leviticus
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/

God graciously provides a way for people to live in 
his presence. 

February 28: Numbers
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/

Israel’s repeated rebellion in the wilderness is met 
by God’s justice and mercy.

On the COVID-19 Update, change the 
wording to say 

In the Through the Bible slide, change it to 
say "Throughout 2021, we invite you..." and 
"We are using The One-Year..."

Throughout 2021, we invite you to journey with us 
through the entire Bible! We’re using The One Year 
Chronological Bible reading plan, which can be 
found on www.Bible.com and the YouVersion 
app. Monthly readings are found on our website, 
newsletters, and weekly emails. Contact the church 
office for more information or questions.

https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/when-we-cry-out/
https://bibleproject.com/church-at-home/rescued-for-a-purpose/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/leviticus/
https://bibleproject.com/learn/numbers/
http://immanuelstorycity.org/worship/sermon-series
http://www.bible.com


We’ve had a great start to 2021! Riverside 
joined us for EPIC to talk about the blessing of 
summer camp, and we’re excited to get back to 
eating some pizza before Lent begins 
mid-February.  
This winter and spring we are studying the 
Apostle’s Creed, the Ten Commandments, the 
Small Catechism’s wisdom on these things, and 
we’ll be looking at the second part of the New 
Testament as we move through Lent.
Our EPIC schedule for LENT will be as follows:  
6:30 P.M. Worship Service (whole congregation) 
7:15-8:00 P.M. Small Groups
During Holy Week, our 8th graders will help put 
together and lead the Good Friday service as 
well!
Thank you for your continued prayers and 
support of this incredible ministry!

Pastor Andrew

Update

2021 Mission Trip
Save the Date: June 25-28, 2021

Our high schoolers have an opportunity to go 
on a mission trip this summer to Sioux Falls 
where we’ll partner with Lifelight, the Union 
Gospel Mission, and a local church to serve and 
grow!  Look for more information and details 
coming out soon regarding the schedule, sign 
ups, and travel details!

2021 Upcoming Events

February 7
ANNUAL MEETING (VIRTUAL)

February 13
DADDY DAUGHTER DINE & DANCE

March 3-5
MARRIAGE RETREAT

Find out more about these events and to 
register at Riversidelbc.org



For more information about 
Immanuel’s Sunday School Program, 
contact Jaynee Christian at 
jlchristian@hotmail.com.

February Birthdays
February 1: Joel Hanson
February 17: Leah Hanson
February 20: Reid Whipple
February 26: Zayne Leeman

The  youth have been studying the 
teachings of Jesus. The titles of the 
lessons are:

Who is the greatest?
Making promises.
Love for enemies.
Judging others.

In February we will begin lessons on 
the Characters of Easter; The 
Crowd, The Disciples, The Rulers, The 
Soldiers, and Jesus. On Palm Sunday 
we will have some special activities.

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
helped with the activities for youth 
during the Annual Meeting. We had 
around 20 students participate.  

Intergenerational Connection
Some of you may remember many years ago when Shane 
was our youth director. He used to put envelopes on an 
empty Christmas tree. In each of those envelopes was a 
name of one of our youth. After taking an envelope, you 
were asked to pray for that child. Many people would also 
correspond with cards and letters and it became similar to 
being a penpal.   

Our youth are so important to our church. It is also 
important that they feel a part of our congregation. We 
are going to try and do something similar and we hope to 
have it in place by the first of March.

YOUTH: All Sunday School youth ages 3-year olds - 8th 
grade, have been asked to complete a question on Survey 
Monkey. This site was sent to parents in an email.   If you 
are not able to get on this site, or I missed your family,  
please contact Jaynee. (jlchristian@hotmail.com).  The 
survey only asked one question:

“Would you like your child/children to participate in our 
Intergenerational Activity?” They would be in 
correspondence with an adult member of our 
congregation. Your child's name, gender, age, grade level, 
address and birthdate would be given to the adult.  The 
adult would NOT be provided with your phone number or 
social media contacts. It included a response of yes or no 
and a place to add names.  

We would also like to include students in grades 9-12 to 
participate. I do not have a complete list of our high 
school students. If your son or daughter would enjoy this 
activity, please email Jaynee. We would love to have them 
be a part of this.  

ADULTS: We are going to try and reach out to you in 
different ways. In addition to having something available 
at the church, we also want to reach out to those that 
have not been physically attending worship due to COVID.   
If you would like to participate in this activity, please call 
the church office and leave your name with Milianna.  

We have found that the Intergenerational 
activities we have done in the 
past have been a blessing to 
both the youth and adults. 
We hope you all accept our 
invitation to participate! Your 
cup will overflow with blessings!

mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com
mailto:jlchristian@hotmail.com
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November
Pastoral Acts:

9

Contact the church office (or submit online) 
with your prayer needs (or praises!), 

which are only shared with our pastors.



Inclement weather

COVID protocol

All saints

                                                  The Saints Peter and Paul Knights      
                                                of Columbus Council will once more
                                                    be teaming up with Affordables in 
                                                       Story City to provide winter coats 
                                                    for those who might not otherwise 
                                                        afford a warm coat this winter. 
Last year there was a shortage of coats for children. In order 
that no child be without a coat, we are asking for your help! If 
you have a gently used winter coat for children or teens, please 
take them to Affordables in Story City. Jesus reminds us that 
whenever we feed or clothe one of our brothers or sisters, we are 
feeding and clothing Him. Please prayerfully consider how you 
can assist the clothing of these little ones!

10

JANUARY 10:

Declan James Concannon, son 
of Brody & Cassie Concannon, 

born September 8, 2020. 
Sponsors: Sean & Michaela Schneider

Danni Jean Whipple, 
daughter of Trent & Tosha 

Whipple, born October 8, 2020.
Sponsors: Brian & Caryn Watson 

and AJ & Amber Christian

JANUARY 24: 
Grayson John Nordeen, 

son of Kyle & Ashley Nordeen, 
born December 3, 2020.

Sponsors: Mike & Jamie Nordeen and 
Doug & Briana Goodenbour

JANUARY 22: 
Steve Johnson

JANUARY 23: 
Merle Frette
JANUARY 25: 

Patricia Larson

JANUARY 27: 
Merle Frette
JANUARY 30: 

Steve Johnson
FEBRUARY 1:

Patricia Larson

December Worship 
Attendance:

DECEMBER 6
8:30-36   10:45-74

DECEMBER 13
8:30-30   10:45-50

DECEMBER 20
8:30-42  10:45-90

CHRISTMAS EVE
3:30-37   5:30-85

8:00-44
Average Sunday Attendance: 107

We are looking for more people to 
volunteer for worship, either behind the 
scenes or in front of the congregation. 

Here are a few ways you can help: sound 
or video technician, musician, usher or 
greeter, or reader. Contact the church 
office if interested!



Readers interested in related nonfiction might try:
Be the Bridge by Latasha Morrison.
Insider Outsider by Bryan Loritts.
The Art of Neighboring by Jay Pathak and Dave 
Runyan.
Abraham Lincoln by Elton Trueblood.
The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
edited by Clayborne Carson.
These DVDs are especially appropriate for viewing 
during Black History Month:
#91-”The Least Among You”
#110-”Grace Card”
#125-”The Last Brickmaker”
#220-”Freedom”
#221-”Unconditional”
This is a quote from the book Loving Isaac, by 
Heather Kaufman, and while it is referring to the 
main character’s autistic son, the remarks are true 
of many situations: “It was human nature to be 
open and welcoming to those who were similar to 
you--much harder to extend the same to those were 
dissimilar, unfamiliar, and whose needs felt out of 
your depth.” As we take time to recognize Black 
History Month, let’s make sure we are going the 
extra mile to include all people in our circle of 
friendship and caring.

Since 1976, February has been designated 
as Black History Month in America. It is the 
time we give special recognition to the 
many contributions African Americans have 
made to our country and examine the 
significant role they have played in our 
history. It is also a fitting time to reflect 
upon how well we are doing in following 
Christ’s command to love our neighbors as 
ourselves.
This month, then, we are featuring both 
fiction and nonfiction, as well as some 
DVDs which provide insight into the African 
American experience in America. Any of the 
historical novels dealing with the Civil War 
and slavery are a good place to start. These 
books can take us back in history to give us 
a better understanding of the times then, 
and how we have gotten to where we are 
today. Here are just a few:
All Things New and A Light to My Path, 
by Lynn Austin.
Falconer’s Quest by T. Davis Bunn and 
Isabella Bunn.
Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker by Jennifer 
Chiaverini.
Carry Me Home by Virginia Gaffney.
The Color of Your Skin Ain’t the Color of 
Your Heart by Michael Phillips.
A Silken Thread by Kim Vogel Sawyer.
Also check on books by Jocelyn Green and 
Gilbert Morris.
Fiction novels set in modern times dealing 
with this subject include:
No One Ever Asked by Katie Ganshert.
We Hope for Better Things by Erin Bartels. 
Worth a Thousand Words by Stacy 
Hawkins Adams.

Open during Office Hours 

and Sunday mornings

The Little Free Library is a 
resource for anyone in the                                       
community, accessible 24                                          
hours a day, 7 days a week.

 "Need a book, Take a book, 

Read a book, Leave a book." 

Little Free Library

Located right outside the 

front NW church doors



Summary of January 14, 2021
Immanuel Council Meeting

Joint Council (in-person and by Zoom)
·  President John Rathmacher called the 

meeting to order.
·  Opening prayer: Jaynee Christian.
·  Al Hermanson gave the monthly Treasurer’s 

report.
·  Report of Boards.
·  Old Business: approved 2021 Missions 

budget and overall budget.
· New Business: annual meeting on Sunday, Jan 

17 at 9:30 a.m.; planned Council retreat; 
Loaves & Fishes moving to 204 W Broad; 
Lent and Easter plans discussed; staff 
salaries set for 2021.

·  Next meeting: Feb 14 at 2:30 (Council retreat 
in the Social Hall)

Trustees—Jan 14 in person & Zoom
·  Opening Prayer – Pastor Kurt
·  Approved bills and Treasurer’s Report.
·  Project Updates: furnaces to be                              

checked; balcony plaster repair                                  
nearly finished; narthex ceiling                    
tile project proceeding; prayer                                    
room completed; patio project                      
in spring.

·  Old tech equipment available                                          
for a donation.

·  Broad Street to be replaced                                               
between Grand and Lafayette                                         
in 2021, Immanuel to bear the                          
cost of curb and gutter and 50%                                     
of any sidewalk repairs.

·  Next meeting: Feb 14 at 1:30 in                                                                     
     the Cornerstone Room

We are thankful that our 
tuckpointing and louver 
painting project has been 
completed before winter sets 
in! Now plaster restoration is 
being done in the balcony. 
Thank you for your continued 
support to make our building 
a beautiful space for ministry 
for years to come!

Deacons—Jan 14 in person & Zoom
·  RScityserve to host clothes closet, starting 

with winter clothing drive.
·  Missions Committee report: 2020 Other 

Missions gifts and 2021 Missions budget.
·  Discussed Christmas Eve plans and One 

Word for 2021.
·  Prayer Room complete!
·  Next meeting: Feb 14 at 1:00 in the Social 

Hall

Youth Board—Jan 13
·  Planning 2021 Mission Trip to Sioux Falls 

June 25-28.
·  Bringing back pizza at EPIC since numbers 

are better; EPIC will be 7:15 to 8:00 during 
Lent.

·  LifeLight festival planned for July 10 with 
service projects 2 days before.

Board of Education
·  Christmas program video came together 

well!
·  Curriculum through Easter is ready; at-home 

materials being delivered.
·  Still need a teacher for 5-8th grade.
·  Activities for kids during Annual Meeting.
·  VBS dates confirmed.
·  Intergenerational connection to link Sunday 

School kids with adult prayer partners.
·  Next meeting: Feb 14 at 1:30 in the Chapel



From the IMMANUEL ENDOWMENT FUND

Endowment funds are gifts that keep 
on giving, securing the financial future 
of the Church. 
An endowment is a gift that can be 
invested to support church ministry 
programs such as outreach programs, 
capital improvements or debt 
reductions. 
The Endowment Committee of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church manages 
these gifts to the endowment fund for 
those purposes.
Having a planned giving program not 
only strengthens the future of our 
church but it is a way for you to say that 
you believe in the future of our church. 
An Endowment Fund program is truly a 
gift that keeps on giving.

 

 – December 2020

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES ENDING 

BALANCE

Current & 
Mission 51,640.08 59,852.57 32,161.68 79,330.97

Improvement 8,358.81 4,975.00 406.60 12,927.21

Missionary 
Support 5,045.17 3,205.00 1,875.00 6,375.17

Memorial 817.34 450.00 207.34 1,060.00

Ministry 3,156.27 80.00 280.20 2,956.07

Questions regarding 
finances can be directed 
to treasurer   Al 
Hermanson, or 
financial secretary, 
Carol Lake.

No Offering Envelopes?

Scan the QR code to give a financial 
gift to Immanuel securely online!  



Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!
“We love because he first loved us.” 

1 John 4:19

Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) 
mission is about love: responding 
to the love of Jesus Christ through 
compassionate service. We give 
thanks for all the ministry 
partners, both individuals and 
congregations, who help share 
this love for Iowa children, adults, 
and families!

We see this love in newly adopted 
children and their families, in 
teens who are overcoming years 
of trauma and building bright 
futures, in Iowans with disabilities 
who are growing their 
independence and confidence, in 
new parents who are raising 
strong and healthy families, and in 
so many other moments of joy. 
You can help carry out our 
mission of hope and healing by 
giving a gift and showing love to 
the Iowa families we serve. 

For more information, please 
contact Deb Whitford, LSI’s 
Director of Philanthropy and 
Church Relations, at 
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 
563-676-2065. 

Thank you for the love you share 
and create through LSI. Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

Thursdays 6:30-8 P.M. at Harvest 
E-Free. Celebrate Recovery is a 
biblical and balanced program 
that helps us overcome our hurts, 
hang-ups, and habits. It is based 
on the actual words and teachings 
of Jesus. Questions? Contact 
Pastor Steve Frykholm 
(steve@harvestefree.org).

Meets the 2nd & 4th Thursday of 
each month during the school 
year, from 9:15-11 A.M. at Harvest 
E-Free. Are you a mom of young 
children and want to connect with 
other moms? Join us for MOPs 
and meet other women who are 
in the same life phase as you. 
Contact Anjuleah Knutson at 
anjknutson@gmail.com or 
719-351-6899.

The Loaves & Fishes 
Food Pantry has moved 
to 204 W Broad St. in 
Story City (the former “Guys 
and Grills” building).

All blood donations 
are now tested for 

COVID-19 antibodies. 
Plasma from 

antibody-positive 
donations may help 
current coronavirus 

patients. For an 
appointment call 
1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) 

or visit 
redcrossblood.org 

(use sponsor code - 
HarvestEFree)

mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org
mailto:steve@harvestefree.org
mailto:anjknutson@gmail.com


Building a Bond   
Julie had made a promise years ago: 
If anything happened to her friend, 
Julie would take care of her son, 
Jacob. 

When Jacob’s mom passed away 
and he had no place to go, Julie 
stepped up. Her six children had 
grown up and moved out of her 
home, and she had the resources 
and space needed to care for Jacob. 
She became a mentor through LSI’s 
Host Homes program. The service 
enables Iowans with disabilities to 
move into a private family home 
and live with a specially-selected 
mentor instead of living in a shared 
space with roommates and several 
staff members.  

Jacob moved into Julie’s home last 
December and now, the two are 
thriving. Jacob is learning to take 
care of himself and build the life 
skills he needs to feel more 
confident and independent. He is 
learning to cook and enjoys looking 
up new recipes to try, especially 
meatloaf. 

“It’s a great opportunity. You’re 
changing their lives,” Julie says.  
“You get to know each other more 
personally. We have a lot of 
discussions and heart-to-hearts.” 

Jacob is finishing his senior year of 
high school. He enjoys learning new 
things and visiting new places, and 
he dreams of the day when he and 
Julie can go on more trips. Once it is 
safe to do so, Jacob is determined 
to visit more zoos and take a trip to 
Canada. 

“It’s good,” Jacob says of his Host 
Homes match with Julie. “She 
makes me laugh.” 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of 
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. Learn more at 
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

OUR VISION
To see our city strengthened and transformed 
by serving and blessing one another with no 

strings attached in the name of Christ.

OUR MISSION
To act as the hands and feet of Jesus as we 

identify and fulfill the needs of our city’s people 
and organizations.

OUR WORK
We work to identify needs within the 

Roland-Story School District, to connect those 
needs with compassion and resources, and to 

build relationships with those in our community 
who need them the most.

MEETING NEEDS WITH 
COMPASSION IN THE 
ROLAND AND STORY 

CITY AREAS

Whether you need help 
directly or you would like to 
help--you can submit your 
needs and support and find 
out more about what we’re 
doing at R-S CityServe on 
Facebook and online at 
http://rscityserve.org/. 

Help us bless others and 
show God’s love in action!

Little Free Pantry

The RS Ministerial Association’s 
Little Free Pantry is located at 510 
Pennsylvania in Story City for anyone 
that needs to take food and for those 
who would like to give food to help 
others in need! Find out more about the 
Little Free Pantry movement at 
www.littlefreepantry.org.

Norsemen Food Pantry

The food pantry, thanks to support from the Food Bank 
of Iowa and our local chapter of Kiwanis International, 
offers non-perishable food items, frozen food, dairy 
products and produce, and a variety of paper products 
and cleaning supplies to families in our district who need 
assistance. Located at the RS Middle School in Roland.

 FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Every Sunday from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Appointments not necessary. Families are to bring bags, 

boxes or laundry baskets to carry food home (some 
boxes will be available). To make a donation to the 

Norsemen Food Pantry or ask questions, call 
Roland-Story Middle School at (515) 388-4348.

RScityserve UPDATE 
and WINTER GEAR DRIVE

RScityserve has had a great fall! We’re prepping our building space for 
use as a clothing closet, youth space, and more! We have a group of high 
school students doing some work there for their J-Term project, and 
we’re looking forward to being able to hold in-person events, activities, 
and community outreach in 2021.

We are currently running a WINTER GEAR DONATION DRIVE through 
mid-January! Immanuel is a drop-off site when the office is open 
(mornings from 9-Noon or Sunday mornings), and we are collecting new 
or gently used coats, boots, gloves, mittens, hats, and scarves.  Please 
check your closets and basements to see if you can contribute!

Finally, we have a few needs going into 2021. First, we’re working on 
incorporating as a non-profit with Iowa and the Federal Government. 
This can be an expensive process, so we ask you to consider if you might 
be called to help us meet that need! We’re also looking for a new or good 
condition washer and dryer that we can get set-up in our building to 
process clothing donations.   If you know of a way to help there, let us 
know!

As always, if you have needs, or if you want to help meet needs, please 
contact us through our website (rscityserve.org), our Facebook page via 
Messenger, or by emailing rscityserve@gmail.com.

http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
http://rscityserve.org/
http://www.littlefreepantry.org
http://rscityserve.org/
mailto:rscityserve@gmail.com


CHURCH STAFF Chris Dahl Deployed Pastor to Riverside
chris@riversidelbc.org

Allison Potratz Pastoral Intern
allison.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Jeff Baker Custodian

Pastor Kurt Jensen
kurt.jensen@immanuelstorycity.org

Pastor Andrew Potratz
andrew.potratz@immanuelstorycity.org

Milianna Carlson Office Secretary
office@immanuelstorycity.org

Carol Lake Financial Secretary
accounting@immanuelstorycity.org

Church Council
council@immanuelstorycity.org

SOCIAL MEDIA

      Facebook
        ImmanuelLutheranStoryCity

YouTube
 Immanuel Lutheran Story City

  Apple Podcasts
  Immanuel Lutheran Church,
  Story City, IA

ONLINE SERVICES

Watch worship services LIVE on Facebook, view/listen to archived 
messages on our website, iTunes podcast, or YouTube channel.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
Story City, Iowa
Permit No. 44

with Immanuel Lutheran Church

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast (KASI, 1430 AM)
8:30 A.M. Worship (Traditional)
9:45 A.M. Adult Education & Sunday School
10:45 A.M. Worship (Contemporary)

CONTACT
        604 Lafayette Avenue
        Story City, Iowa 50248

        515-733-4972
        515-733-4070 (fax)

        office@immanuelstorycity.org
        www.immanuelstorycity.org

        Church Office Hours:
        Monday - Friday 9 A.M. to Noon

        Find our Online Directory and 
        other resources on our website

 604 LAFAYETTE AVENUE
 STORY CITY, IOWA 50248
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