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-Pastor Andrew 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NAME OF GOD 
 

 

Names mean a lot. This extends beyond our Christi-
anity and modern culture. Names have always been 
important.  
 

We just started a Bible Study called “I Am Who I Am” 
with our monthly Women’s Bible Study. This study 
delves into God’s name as it is revealed in and 
throughout Scripture and gives the reader a depth of 
meaning behind God’s identity. 
 

In my own generation (the Millennials), names are im-
portant. Certainly, there are always those who want to 
“make a name for themselves,” or in other words, be fa-
mous. Sub-groups of our culture aim for uniqueness in 
names, and others preserve family heritage by picking 
from a small number of family names. The local Scandi-
navian heritage suggests that being the “son” of some-
one was a way to pass on family lineage and meaning. 
 

In conversation with the women’s study, I shared that I’d 
much rather be called “Andrew” than “Pastor” as the for-
mer reflects a first-name familiarity. I was reminded that 
for previous generations, the title of “Pastor” is given 
with a sign of respect! Both are good things to carry. I am 
Andrew, and I will continue to be Andrew regardless of 
my vocational calling as a “Pastor.” But being a “Pastor” 
is also a unique calling – and I do hope to earn respect! 
 

Why does all of this matter?  Well, back to God.  God 
promises to Abram: “I will make your name great”. 
(Genesis 12:2)  

Continued on page 6 
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February 2019  
Ministry Volunteers 

Secretary Helpers 
(Bulletins are ready to fold at 10 A.M. on Fridays) 

February 1 Nadine Beck, Ruby Olson 

February 8 Ardella Mostrom, Marilyn Whipple 

February 15 Leah Oppedal, Marjorie Michaelson 

February 22 Charlotte Loots, Judy Hested 

Substitutes: Sara Anderson, Jerry Greenfield 

Interested in participating in our Sunday worship services, ministries, or “behind the scenes”?   
Contact Shirley Frette (515.956.4324), the church office, or fill out the tear-off panel in our weekly bulletin. 

Ushers: John Nordeen, Merlin & Clara Wendt, Tyler Oberender,  
Tyler Whipple 

 February 3 
Communion Sunday 

February 10 
 

Greeters Sarah Jensen, Cassidy & 
Travis 

Linda Doyle 

Reader Shirley Frette Steve Olson 

Acolyte Tegan Oliver Allison Schrader 

 February 17 
Riverside/Youth Sunday 

February 24 

Greeters Youth Nadine Beck 

Reader Youth Laura Severson 

Acolyte Gavin Carpenter Reece Martin 

Funeral Committee 

Sue Frette 
Sandy Jacobson 

 

Banners & Paraments 
Julie Skaar 

 

Communion Preparation 
Rick & Mary Ruppel 

 

Communion Assistants 
Shirley Frette 

John Rathmacher 
 

Communion Helpers 
Alex Berends 
Dylan Gray 

 

Sound Engineer 
Jim Oberender 

“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose 
by any other name would smell as sweet.” 
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10 A.M. Bulletins  8 A.M. Men of Immanuel 

Communion Sunday 
 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 
 
 
 

 
 

6:15 P.M. Pizza 
Supper for Trinity & 
Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & 
Confirmation 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

 10 A.M. Bulletins  7:30 A.M. Women’s 
Breakfast (Social Hall) 
8 A.M. Men of Immanuel 

2:30 P.M. Riverside 
Annual Meeting 

9 A.M. Library Board 
Work Day 

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 
 

5:45 P.M. Pizza 
Supper for Trinity & 
Confirmation 
6:00 P.M. Youth @ 
Harvest Vineyard 
Church in Ames 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

9 A.M. Quilt Work Day 10 A.M. Bulletins  8 A.M. Men of Immanuel 

 

10:30 A.M. Service 
of Holy Communion 
11 A.M. Potluck 
(Social Hall) 
12:30 P.M. Council 
Retreat @ Riverside 

 
 
 
 
 

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 
2 P.M. Women’s 
Bible Study 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

6:15 P.M. Pizza 
Supper for Trinity & 
Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & 
Confirmation 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

LCMC Leader’s  
Conference  
@ Riverside 

10 A.M. Bulletins  8 A.M. Men of Immanuel 

9 A.M. Staff Meeting 
10 A.M. Newsletter 
Folding (Workroom) 

6:15 P.M. Pizza 
Supper for Trinity & 
Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & 
Confirmation 
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

  

 

8 A.M. Radio Broadcast (1430 AM) 

8 A.M. Prayer Time (Room #5) 

8:30 A.M. Sunday School & Adult Education 

9:30 A.M. Worship 

10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
 

 

    M-Th: 9 A.M.-3 P.M. 
    F: 9 A.M. to noon 

Young Disciples 
Sing in Church 
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Roger & Sherry Olsen 

Dwayne & DeEtta Fiihr 

Paul & Paula Voga (40th)  

Roger & Fran Christian 
Dion & Brenda Whipple 

Jeff & Diane Sherman 

Joel Hanson, Janice Peterson 

Cathy McKim, Jenny (Olson) Ostrem 

Chris Engelhardt 

Ethyleen Braathun (95), Ryan Charlson, Joe Joslin 

Reagan Vogelaar, Jonie Wheeler 

Charlotte Auestad, Marty Isebrand 

Mary Danielson, Joel Gabrielson 

DeEtta Fiihr, Chris Hansen, Reece Martin, Miriam Skartvedt 

Chris Dahl 

Edgar Christian, Carrie Horman, Colleen Johnson, Mavis Leerberg 

Leah Hanson, Allison Schrader, Loren Twedt, Gabriella Wakefield 

Alaina Christian, Cathy Narigon 

Laura Severson 

Silas Hanson, Michael Vogelaar, Reid Whipple 

Jonathan Braathun, Adam Wilkinson 

Doretta Hoffmann, Terry Thompson, Matt Valen 

Tami Marienau 

Jillian Lykins, Zayne Leeman, Eric Lowe, Jocelyn Lowe 

Laurine Anderson, Julie Oelschlager 

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary listed?  
Contact the church office or write down your information on the tear-off panel in the bulletin! 
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Continued from page 1 
 

 

Since we are still sitting around talking about Abraham, I’d 
called that promise fulfilled. But above even Abraham, 
Moses, David, or any other mother or father of our faith – 
God’s name stands Supreme. God’s name is revealed as 
“Yahweh.” “I Am.” (Exodus 3) This distinguishes God from 
other lesser and false gods of the Old Testament.  
 

Then, the intimacy of how we know God and relate to 
God becomes profound in Jesus Christ. Jesus, the Son of 
God is named in the context of humanity. (John 3:16) Yet, 
Jesus retains the title of His origin: Son of God. We now 
relate to God in the most intimate way through the grace 
of Jesus Christ. And, being in relationship with Christ con-
tinues to deepen the familiarity of truly knowing God.   
 

We often still use titles: Father, Son, Holy Spirit. God of 
Abraham. Son of God. Savior. Counselor. Spirit of Truth. 
And the formality in these titles reminds us of our place 
and God’s place. But the familiarity in the hands of Jesus 
Christ reminds us how important our own names are to 
God. The great “I Am” loves you. He loves you by name. 
Because you and I are fearfully and wonderfully made 
unique, God’s love for us is just as unique. 
 

Any women are welcome to come learn more as we dig 
into the name of God in Scriptures. (We meet the third 
Tuesday of each month at 2:00 P.M.) But ALL of us in 
Christ are invited to experience the familiarity of Jesus 
Christ in our everyday lives. I encourage you to honor 
God with respectful posture, and to experience the lov-
ing familiarity of Walking with God in your daily life!  
 

Pastor Andrew 
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Summary of January 10, 2019 Council Meetings  
Joint Council 
• A review of all board reports was held.  
• Agenda for the IELC annual meeting was outlined. The 
meeting is to be held following worship on January 20, 
2019 in the IELC Sanctuary. An outline of the officer 
slate was presented by J. Christian, chair of the nomi-
nation committee. The committee continues to seek 
from the congregation one additional nomination for 
deacon, and one for council secretary.   

• The annual council retreat and will be held at 
Mortvedt Hall at the Riverside Bible Camp on Febru-
ary 17th to plan leadership for the 2019 year.    

 

Board of Education 
• Christmas celebration activities were reviewed, as 
well as gifts for students and teachers. Thanks to all 
teachers, music leaders, the board members and Alli-
son Potratz for all of the activities and plans success-
fully conducted.  

• Upcoming plans for youth programs were made, in-
cluding after school program plans, perfect attend-
ance awards, January and February Sunday school 
events and curriculum plans were all discussed. 

• Youth will conduct the upcoming Lenten service all 
church meal.  

 

Youth Board 
• The Christmas party and caroling saw nearly 30 peo-
ple each in attendance. and sang to a number of 
members throughout the community.  

• The For King and Country concert in DSM was 
attended by youth and families from IELC.  

• The treasurers report indicated that they Youth 
Board account currently sits at $3849 after having 
paid for conformation class expenses, Christmas cel-
ebration expenses, and the study books for the con-
firmation class.    

• An overview of the plans for the upcoming Riverside 
Sunday was given. IELC youth will share in duties of 
this service.   

• Discussions of upcoming spring and summer activities 
included visits to churches in and outside of Story City/
Roland.   

• Planning of the 2020 mission trip was initiated. 
 

Board of Deacons 
• Numerous ministry endeavors were reviewed and 
planned, including Surviving Adolescence and Holy 
Communion Faith Stepping Stones. Two Christmas 
Eve services went well, and the varied styles of wor-
ship were favored.   

• The Winter 2019 sermon series will be Walk with 
God in Worship.  Pastors encouraging everyone to 
bring Bibles for this series.  

• Lenten devotionals discussed. 
• Mutual ministry team to meet before next board 
meeting.  

• Youth Ministry intern program, held by Allison Po-
tratz, is going very well. Volunteers for the nursery 
continue to be solicited.  

• Community Outreach endeavors for IELC are exten-
sive. The LifeLight Festival will be July 13. Pr. Potratz 
will be contacting other churches for support. Dis-
cussed concert with Ashley Corryn, possibly at River-
side on the weekend before High School Week at Riv-
erside in late July. Deacons also discussed plans for a 
lasagna dinner and special music for senior citizens. 

• Deacons approved to add SongSelect to CCLI license 
($155/yr).  

• $8000 gift was provided to the memorial fund from 
the estate of Bill Craig.  Deacons proposed using it 
for the 2019-20 internship of Allison Potratz. This will 
be discussed with other boards.  

 

Board of Trustees 
• iHeart Radio expense has come out of the Memorial 
and Missions Fund accounts and IELC will continue 
this outreach ministry.  

• Parsonage improvements continue, with radon miti-
gation systems in place, carpet to be installed, and 
Draintech to address drainage issues.  

• Unused items (tables and so forth) will be publicized 
for the members to take, or they will be marketed 
via the Story City auction house. 

• The Audit Committee (new members Joel Danielson 
& Andrea Baker), and the Endowment Committee 
(new members Mike Billings & Craig Sargent) will 
complete their work in January.    

• Audio-visual upgrades will move forward.  Modifica-
tions to the cabinet will be needed, and computers 
will be upgraded 

• The patio project will continue with proposal from 
Jensen Excavating. 

• The Sanctuary restoration project will continue 
pending approval at the IELC Annual meeting.  

• Security Camera- The system is still acting up.  Loots 
is working to repair the equipment or have the com-
pany replace it. 

• Money Messenger- Oberender will update Money 
Messenger sheet for 2019. 
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Financial Report – December 2018  

Fund Beginning Balance Receipts  Expenditures Ending Balance 

Current & Mission Fund 75,774.44 44,173.33 33,246.81 86,700.96 

Improvement Fund 27,335.66 10,125.38 8,065.00 29,396.04 

Missionary Support Fund 555.84 5,060.00 1,966.67 3,649.17 

Memorial Fund 9,863.20 9,625.14 110.00 19,378.34 

Ministry Fund 3,349.21 0.00 547.14 2,802.07 

Church Financials  

Let everything that has breath  
praise the Lord.  

This winter, our sermon series is exploring what it 
means to Walk with God in Worship. We’re jour-
neying through Scripture, seeking after the heart  of 
authentic worship that gives glory to God and shapes 
us into servants of Christ’s kingdom. 
 

Our themes for this series so far have included: 
January 6: A Life of Worship  
January 13: Centered on God’s Word  
January 20: Worship Music 
January 27: Where We Worship 
 

Coming up in the series: 
February 3: Sacraments in Worship  
February 10: Work as Worship 
February 17: Experiencing God in Worship 
(Riverside Sunday) 
February 24: Children in Worship 
March 3: Transformed by Worship 
 

Join us as we grow deeper in our worship life 
and worshipful living! If you’ve missed any of 
these messages, you can listen to them on our 
website at immanuelstorycity.org/worship/
listen-to-messages.  

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise Him, all creatures here below. 

On February 3rd during our worship service, we 
will pray over the quilts that will be delivered 
to Lutheran World Relief. These tie-quilts are 
part of Immanuel’s outreach to individuals in 
need of comfort and warmth. Immanuel sends 
between 80-100 quilts a year to Lutheran 
World Relief, which distributes them around 
the world to people in need. Thank you to 
those who contribute, in some way, to fulfilling 
this mission project at Immanuel. The blessing 
and receiving of these quilts demonstrates 
God’s love and comfort. To find out more 
about his ministry, contact Julie Thompson or 
visit lwr.org/quilts. Our next quilting day will 
be Thursday, February 14 from 9 A.M. to noon; 
come and help give a warm “hug” to people 
around the world! No experience needed; we 
provide simple training. 

http://www.immanuelstorycity.org/worship/listen-to-messages
http://www.immanuelstorycity.org/worship/listen-to-messages
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Our Sunday School Spotlight for February is the First 
Grade class which is taught by Rachel Winecoff. 
These students are the “leaders” of the Kingdom 
Kid group and next year they will move to the 
Young Disciples program. They did a great job of 
playing the bells for the Christmas Program and  
presenting their speaking parts. They have studied 
much about the preparation for the coming of Jesus 
as well as HIS teachings. Most recently they learned 
about Jesus’ first miracle and how important this 
miracle was in making true believers and followers 
of his disciples.   

The Board of Education would like to 
thank Jeff Baker for his service to the Im-
manuel Sunday School Department. He 
has been a valuable asset in making our 
program successful. We would also like to 
welcome Kayla Haberl as she joins the 
Board of Education.  We look forward to 
working with her. 

Upcoming Sunday School Events 
 

Spring Mission Project 
For the Spring Mission project, we are 
going to focus on a local project. We will 
be collecting funds to purchase gift 
cards to give some of our Roland-Story 
teachers. Teachers spend much of their 
own money to buy supplies for their 
classrooms and we thought this would 
be a way we could give back to our com-
munity and show the teachers how 
much we appreciate them. This year we 
will focus on the teachers at the ele-
mentary building.   
 

Bake Sale 
One of the fundraisers for the mission 
project will be a Bake Sale on Sunday, 
February 17. In addition to selling baked 
goods, we will also be selling some 
handmade crafts made by our Young 
Disciples group.   
 

Noisy Change Offering 
On Sunday, February 24, we will hold a 
Noisy Change Offering. Please bring 
loose change to hand to the children as 
they walk to the front of the church. 
 

Young Disciples 
The Young Disciples will sing and share 
on Sunday, February 17.  On the 17th 
they will also meet in the Chapel to play 
Bible games and kick-off the Spring Mis-
sion project.   
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Church  
Library 
Notes 

 

Read. Study. Learn. 

 

                 
  

                 
  
 
 
 
 
 
   

   The winter weather that had seemed slow 
in coming has now arrived. Just as this 
season is nature’s time for rest and renewal, 
it should also be the same for us. Relax with 
one of the many good books from our 
library and be inspired to read more! 
 

   New fiction books this month include A 
Simple Wish by Charlotte Hubbard. After her 
mother dies, Loretta Riehl’s home life is filled 
with frustration as she struggles to keep the 
family going despite her father’s increasing 
demands and unhappiness. There are two 
rays of light in her life, her job at the Simple 
Gifts store where she sells the rugs she 
makes, and her relationship with Drew 
Detweiler, a young man with a questionable 
past on a mission to prove himself worthy of 
her affection. As Loretta’s father’s behavior 
becomes increasingly unbearable and 
mysterious, her employer, Nora Hooley, and 
Drew team up to get to the bottom of the 
problem. A surprising admission turns 
Loretta’s world upside down and the whole 
community’s faith and forgiveness are tested. 
    

   According to author Debbie Macomber, Any 
Dream Will Do is “a story of redemption, of 
second chances, of learning from our mistakes, 

and of moving forward.” We all struggle with 
the problem of judging others, and Shay 
Benson, recently released from prison for 
embezzling, and homeless on the streets of 
Seattle, would seem to be an easy target. When 
she takes refuge in an empty church her path 
crosses with Pastor Drew Douglas and they 
strike up an unlikely friendship. Pastor Drew 
has a lot of baggage of his own. Unable to move 
past his wife’s death, it’s been four years since 
he was the kind of father and minister he truly 
wants to be. How this unlikely pair forge a 
friendship that moves them both towards 
wholeness and a new life makes this a very 
satisfying story. 
 

   We also have some new non-fiction. A 
Grace Disguised, How the Soul Grows 
Through Loss is by Gerald L. Sittser. This from 
the author, “...for as surely as we are born 
into this world we suffer loss before we leave 
it. This book shows how it is possible to live in 
and be enlarged by loss, even as we continue 
to experience it.” An intimate and reflective 
look at loss and grief and how our response to 
it defines God’s grace in our life. 
 

   Power Surge, Six Marks of Discipleship for 
a Changing Church by Michael W. Foss 
challenges churches to focus on discipleship 
instead of membership, and asks the 
question, “What would the church look like 
if its members were truly disciples?” These 
marks of discipleship are valuable “habits of 
the soul” that can keep us focused on the 
things of God and the wonder of His active 
presence in our lives. Just think what God 
can do with a true disciple—or a whole 
congregation of them! 

The library board is looking for a person interested in working in the library as  
Library Manager. They must be interested in library work and love to read. Please  
let your interest be known to Linda Doyle, Susan Kinyon, Nancy Sargent, or Carol  
Jewell. Don't know about the particulars of library work?  Having an interest is  
important, we will train you. Prayerfully consider this volunteer opportunity. 
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Wings of Refuge is a Christ-centered organization that focuses on restoring and     
healing survivors of domestic sex trafficking. Their mission is to end exploitation for 
one more girl and their vision is that every survivor will know they are valued, have 
hope and are loved by Jesus. The average age involved in exploitation is 11-14 years 
old. This is an issue that impacts Iowa as well as every state in the nation. In April 
2018, Wings of Refuge began working on a new home in Ames. The fundraiser will 
support the costs involved with furnishing and operating this site. Further updates 
will be shared in February and March of the ongoing projects of the organization. 
More information is available on their web site at wingsofrefuge.net.    

  The Gabriel Small Group at Immanuel is  

  hosting a Hot Beef Sundae Fundraiser on    

  Sunday, March 31 at Immanuel Lutheran  

  Church in Story City (604 Lafayette) for Wings of  

  Refuge (based in Iowa Falls and Ames).                                       

Dine-in and Carry-out meals will be served   

                                       from 11 A.M. to 1 P.M.  

                                                 in the Immanuel  

                                                    Social Hall.  

Tickets for both dine-in and     
carry-out meals will be sold in  
advance beginning Sunday,    
February 24th after worship.   
Tickets will also be available  
in the church office. 
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Helping Kids Thrive   
When Kari, a little girl they knew through 
church, was in need of a foster home, Stacie 
and Blake decided to step up.  
 

The couple became licensed as foster and 
adoptive parents, and Stacie says it’s been a 
rewarding experience ever since. With LSI 
Foster Care and Adoption in their corner, 
ready to provide support, guidance, or even 
just a listening ear, Stacie and Blake lift up 
children in their community through foster 
care.  

After caring for Kari as foster parents, the op-
portunity came to adopt her. Now 10, Kari is 
an amazing big sister. The family has fostered 
and adopted a son, 3-year-old Silas, and they 
recently welcomed their biological son, 1-
year-old Jett, into the family.  
 

Stacie and Blake continue to foster children 
in need of a safe and supportive home, and 
Stacie says they hope to adopt again in the 
future.  
 

“When you become a foster or adoptive par-
ent, yes, you’re helping children. But at the 
same time, you learn about yourself and you 
learn more about the world around you,” 
Stacie says. “Foster care is an experience that 
is indescribable and life-changing.”  

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds 
to the love of Jesus Christ through compassion-
ate service. We proudly serve people of all ages, 
abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, na-

tional origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orien-
tations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and 

www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI! 
“We love because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 

 
            Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love: respond-
ing to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service. We give thanks for all the min-
istry partners, both individuals and congregations, who help share this love for Iowa children, 
families, and adults! 
 

We see this love in newly adopted children and their families, in teens who learn to trade self-
harm for self-worth, in Iowans with disabilities who are growing their independence and confi-
dence, in new parents who are raising strong and healthy families, and in so many other mo-
ments of joy. You can help carry out our mission of hope and healing by giving a gift and showing 
love to the Iowa families we serve. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI direc-
tor of philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 
 

Thank you for the love you share and create through LSI. Happy Valentine’s Day! 

http://www.LSIowa.org
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
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Everybody eventually surrenders to something or 
someone. If not to God, you will surrender to the 
opinions or expectations of others, to money, to   
resentment, to fear or to your own pride, lusts or 
ego. You were designed to worship God — and if 
you fail to worship him, you will create other things 
(idols) to give your life to.  
 
You are free to choose what you surrender to, but 
you are not free from the consequences of that 
choice. E. Stanley Jones said, “If you don’t surrender 
to Christ, you surrender to chaos.”  
 
—Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Life 


