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Building Strong Relationships in Christ,
And Making Him Known to All.
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From the Pastor. . .
Immanuel Lutheran Church
604 Lafayette Avenue
Story City, Iowa 50248
515.733.4972
E-mail address - immanuel@iowatelecom.net
Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org

A member of Lutheran Congregations in
Mission for Christ (LCMC).
Ministers - All Members
Pastor - Kurt Jensen
Visitation Pastor - Tom Hunt
Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator - Zachary Bauknecht

Deployed Pastor to Riverside - Chris Dahl
Office Secretary - Milianna Carlson
Financial Secretary - Veronica Wright
Custodian - Shelly Nibe
Missionaries we help support:
Tim & Paula Tjernagel, Spain
Pastor Randy Hansen, ISU
Gene & Ginger McClugage, Family Life, Arkansas
Kevin & Susana B, India
Doug & Amy Nunziato, Mission Aviation, Washington
Regular Office Hours

Monday - Thursday

Friday

8:30 A.M. - 12 noon,
8:30 A.M. - 12 noon
1 P.M. - 4 P.M.
Sunday Morning Schedule
8:30 A.M. Sunday School
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship Service
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

This time of year, you can’t stroll through a store without
bumping into displays of candy hearts, chocolate,
flowers, Valentine’s cards and other gifts. Next to
Christmas and Mother’s Day, Valentine’s Day is one of
the busiest seasons for the Postal Service. People have
sent Valentine’s cards to one another since the 1800’s.
One of the traditions about St. Valentine says that he
married Christian couples and gave other aid to them
during a time when Christians were persecuted by a
Roman emperor. His feast day eventually became a
celebration of romantic love.
In one of the most famous chapters in the Bible, 1
Corinthians 13, Paul speaks mostly about what love is
not: envious, boastful, proud, rude, self-seeking, easily
angered, keeping score of wrongs. “Love always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres,” he writes.
Faith, hope and love abide, these three; and the greatest
of these is love.
Whitney Houston sang that “the greatest love of all is
learning to love yourself.” The movie and music
industries love to spread that message through romantic
comedies and sappy love songs. But the greatest love of
all is the love sung about in Wesley’s hymn:

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven, to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;
all thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion;
pure, unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation;
enter every trembling heart.
May the love of Christ fill your hearts to overflowing.
Pastor Kurt

February Ministry Volunteers
Ushers Need 4 or 5 volunteers
Greeters

Readers

Candlelighters

February 5

Need

Gloria Oberender

February 12

Need

Need

Jessica Haskin

February 19

Need

Need

Logan Lykins

February 26

Merlin & Clara Wendt Need
Secretary Helpers
Ardella Mostrom
Florence Hinderaker

February 10
February 16

Judy McIlrath
Neva Jean Jacobson
(Thursday)

February 24

Charlotte Loots
Leah Oppedal
Marjorie Michaelson

Altar Team: Julie Skaar
Communion Preparation:

Nancy McMenamin

Communion Assistants:

Gloria Oberender
John Rathmacher

Communion Helpers:

Madison Martindale

January Pastoral Acts

(Fridays at 10 A.M. unless specified)

February 3

Ava Charlson

Kaia Skaar
Josie Concannon

Celebration of Life Service
Joyce Thorson (January 21)

e

Please remember this family
in your prayers.

Newsletters via e-mail
Every month, we send out over 300
newsletters to our members and others
in and out of state. Consider going
paperless—contact our church office to
receive your newsletter via your email
address. Our newsletters are also
available on our website.

Church Financials
Financial Report - December
Fund

Beginning Balance

Receipts

Expenditures

Ending Balance

Current & Mission Fund

-10,129.20

60,109.40

26,691.81

23,288.39

Improvement Fund

62,132.98

4,970.00

1,014.42

66,088.56

-859.36

1,695.00

1,483.34

-647.70

Memorial Fund

7,780.02

195.00

1,517.40

6,457.62

Ministry Fund

4,235.30

375.00

1,850.10

2,760.20

Missionary Support Fund

(Our Current & Mission Fund is especially in need of your gifts at this time)

Special Announcements
Immanuel Transition Team Update
Over the last 3 months the Transition Team has kept you up-to-date with the preliminary work we have
been doing. This month we briefly want to touch on Transition!
A change in pastors in a congregation is a very emotional process, especially in a situation like the one we
have here at Immanuel, where this change in pastoral leadership comes after 35 years of having Pastor
Anenson serve us. For us as individuals and as a congregation to get through the changes that are coming,
it is vital that we get through this time of transition that is upon us! But it is also vital that we understand we
have been given a faith raising opportunity! This time of transition will have phases over the many months
ahead. Right now, we as a community are probably struggling to let go of the “old” ways and the “old”
identity we have had. This transition phase is generating mixed emotions among us: some may have fear,
some may be grieving, some may be curious, some may be experiencing optimism. It is here in this phase
where this faith raising opportunity allows us to explore our uniqueness – our DNA – and use those
assessments to determine the mission God is calling us to. This is where the Transition Team is at right
now – we are in the process of selecting our assessment tools so that we can learn our Immanuel DNA and
be better informed to help guide the Council and the Church toward a good and healthy outcome, for the
sake of the Kingdom of God.
Later this year, we will enter an ‘In-Between’ phase, where the “old” ways and the “old” identity are gone
and the “new” is not yet operational. Finally, at the end of this transition process Immanuel will make our
new beginning as a congregation and community! While transition may be difficult, none of us on the
Team or as Immanuel members are alone in this process. The Transition Team is working hard to make
sure that we will engage the majority of our congregation in this process so that we as a community will have
meaningful missions to keep us focused on the ultimate goal of the Great Commission! Please pray for us,
and pray with us on this journey!

Gene McClugage,
our missionary with
Family Life in Arkansas, will give the
message during worship on Sunday,
February 5! He will also give a
presentation about Family Life’s
ministry and resources in the
Social Hall after worship.
Don’t miss it!

“There is no exercise better
for the heart than reaching
down and lifting people up.”

John Holmes

For our Sunday School Winter Mission Project
this year, we are partnering up with a Non-Profit
Organization called Rice Bowls. (www.ricebowls.org)
This Organization provides meals and necessary items
to orphanages around the world. The funds
that we will collect will be going down to Haiti.
Each person who is participating in the project will
receive a plastic Rice Bowl and is asked to fill it
up with their spare change. One Rice Bowl is
able to hold about $30 worth of quarters!
We have 150 bowls and if we get all of them
back full to the brim with quarters, we will
be able to donate $4,500 to the orphanage
in Haiti! PLEASE HELP US in our efforts.

We will collect ALL funds on Sunday,
February 26th. Thank You!

Church & Community Announcements
Immanuel Giving Fund Options
As we begin settling down in the new year,
we want to remind our members of our giving fund options.
You may indicate your offering contributions to any of the following funds:


Current and Mission Fund – Current expenditures of the church (staff salaries,
utilities & mission efforts locally and around the world)



Missionary Support Fund – Helps support Immanuel sponsored missionaries



Improvement Fund – Small and large capital expenditures to improve/maintain the
church building and parsonage.



Special Designated Funds


Radio Ministry Fund – KASI (1430 AM) weekly broadcasts of Immanuel’s worship
service at 8 A.M. Sunday mornings



Hunger Fund (Meals from the Heartland) - Provides meals that volunteers
package for helping hungry people around the world

Bethany Life Communities – General fund for Bethany Life Programs
 Riverside Bible Camp – Camp general fund
 Ministry Fund – To support the Spiritual Enrichment of the congregation through


worship and educational resources or activities such as audiovisual and
instructional materials, books, speakers, and conference scholarships

Emergency Assistance Fund - Provides help to local individuals and families
 Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry - Provides food and necessities for those in


need in the Story City community



Memorial Fund - Give in memory of a loved one and designate the funds to a

specific group or material (e.g., Sunday School, books for the library, music for
Senior Choir)

2017 Lenten Prayer Guide
Our congregation is joining thousands of
churches during the 40 days leading up to
Palm Sunday in praying for our community
and our world. Seek God
for the City 2017 gives
daily scriptures and
fresh prayer topics to
help you pray beyond
yourself with confidence
and clarity. We will Seek
God in two simple ways:
first, we will seek God’s
face, and then we will
seek His kingdom.

As we come to God, seeking His face, then
He comes to us bringing His kingdom.
A companion app with
links to prayer ideas for
every nation in the world
is available for your
smartphone or tablet for
just $.99—look for it in your app store!
The booklets will be available soon in the
church office and on the table in the
narthex—only $3.00 each. A free children’s
version is available, too, so you can pray with
your kids! Find out more at ww.waymakers.org.
Join us in prayer for our city and world each
day this Lent!

Church & Community Announcements, continued
Immanuel Women’s Ministry Quilt
Tying Work Day will be on Thursday,
February 9, beginning at 9 A.M. Our
work day will end at 12 noon. Come join
us for a morning of fun, work,
fellowship, good food, and service to
others. If you would like to bring
something to share for coffee break,
you are invited to do so. We
hope you can make it,
whether it is for an hour or
two or for the entire time.
No experience needed.

Inclement Weather Policy
Our church events are cancelled if
Roland-Story Schools are dismissed
early due to weather conditions.
Information will also be
posted to our website.

Substitute Communion Preparers are
needed for this year. If you would like to be
trained (or re-trained) for this part of our
ministry, please contact Marjorie Michaelson
at 515.733.2415 or the church office.

A short service of Holy Communion
will follow the worship service on Sunday,
February 19. We realize that some of our
members are gone for communion the first
Sunday of the month. Come, even if you simply
would like to participate in the sacrament again.

All Men of Immanuel are invited to meet
each Saturday morning from 8 to 9 A.M. in the
Social Hall for an informal Bible Study.

Women’s Monthly Bible Study
will continue on Tuesday, February 21 at
2 P.M. in the Social Hall. All women are invited to
join us for a time of fellowship and study.

A Story City’s Writers Group will
meet Friday, February 17 in Immanuel’s
library. We encourage Christian writings
only, and will provide peer review and
support for publishing. Group will meet
for 90 minutes each month. Contact
Laura Carlson (515.291.5430) or
lauraevecarlson@gmail.com for
more information.

Stephen Ministers will meet Monday,
February 13 at 5:30 P.M. in the
Cornerstone Room. We will be revisiting
the book Christian Caregiving—A Way
of Life. Let Gayle Tate or Pastor Kurt
know if you need a copy!

“Disciple Orientation”
Classes will be held each Sunday in
February in the chapel during the
Sunday School hour (8:30-9:15 A.M.).
These classes are for anyone interested
in becoming members of Immanuel or
simply learning to follow Jesus more
closely. If you are interested please
talk to Pastor Jensen or contact
the church office.

New Member Sunday is
February 26. Following worship, join us
in the Social Hall for our Ministry Fair!
Learn about all of the service groups
and committees that make our
church thrive. Sign up for a group
that interests you and makes
use of your spiritual gifts!

Church & Community Announcements, continued

Thank you for being a part of the 2016 Angel Gift
Program. There were over 80 kids from 32 families
that received gifts because of the wonderful donors.
Thank you,
Alyssa Loots
Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp’s
Annual Meeting is Sunday, February
12 in the Camp’s Dining Hall. Registration
begins at 2:15, with the meeting to
follow at 2:30 P.M. Come to hear
what’s new at Riverside!

College Scholarship Fund
Immanuel members planning to attend
a Lutheran college (or seminary) in the
fall of 2017 are asked to make the
Board of Trustees aware of this fact
by Thursday, February 9 if you would
like to be considered for a church
scholarship.

Riverside’s
“Daddy Daughter Dance”
res

u
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Saturday, February 18
Riverside Dining Hall, 6-8 P.M.
$5/person ($20 per family max)
Register online or by calling the
office at 515.733.5271

Riverside Lutheran Bible Camp
Registration & Discount Information
We want to encourage as many campers to come to
Riverside this summer as possible from our
congregation. The theme this summer is “Rooted”
based on Colossians 2:6-7: “So then, just as you received
Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and
built up on him, strengthened in the faith as you were
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” There are a
number of programs to choose from for each grade
level. Register online at: www.riversidelbc.org. Discounts
for our campers include:


Registrations postmarked on or before February 15
receive a $15 or $20 discount depending on which
camp your camper is attending.



Since Immanuel is a member congregation of the
Riverside Association, all campers from Immanuel
will receive a Member Congregation discount of $15.



Multiple Child - the first camper will be charged the
full camp fee. The second camper from the same
family will receive a $30.00 discount. Each additional
camper will receive a $50 discount.



Immanuel Campership - $100 is given by the
Immanuel congregation for a full week of camp,
$50 for Alpha Camp.

If you need further financial help in order to go to camp,
let one of our pastors know.
We want to give everyone an opportunity to go to camp!

Church
Library
Notes
Read. Study. Learn.
If these cold winter days have you
longing for a change of scenery, stop in the
library for a book. A good story can
transport you to another place and time,
introduce you to new people, and involve you
in experiences you might never otherwise
have. It can broaden your understanding and
strengthen your faith as well. That’s too
good an opportunity to pass up!
We have some new additions to a couple
of our popular series. Author Sarah Sundin
has written three different series that
take place during World War II. Anchor in
the Storm is the second book in her “Waves
of Freedom” series. When Lillian Avery is
hired to work in a Boston pharmacy she has
two strikes against her—she is a woman in a
typically male profession and she has a
physical disability. Never one to let an
obstacle stand in her way, she is determined
to prove herself capable. She is alarmed by
the number of large prescriptions the
pharmacy is filling for pain medication, so
she decides to investigate. She is forced to
team up with her brother’s annoyingly
snobbish friend who serves aboard the ship
where much of the medication is going. In
the process of discovering the truth about
the drugs she also discovers that she has
been wrong about her brother’s friend. A lot
of excitement, a little bit of romance, and a
mystery to solve make this a good book.

If you have read any of the stories
about the Bjorklund family in Lauraine
Snelling’s “Red River” and “Blessing” series
(and even if you haven’t) you’ll want to
read From This Day Forward, the fourth
book in “Song of Blessing.” Deborah
MacCallister has always had a special
place in her heart for Toby Valders, but
she’s getting tired of waiting. Toby knows
he truly cares for Deborah but can’t
bring himself to make a commitment.
When Blessing builds a new school and the
newly hired school teacher shows a special
interest in Deborah, Toby has some
scrambling to do, but is he too late?
If you haven’t tried reading a series
book yet, please do so. You don’t have to
start at the beginning as most are good
stories on their own, but once you have
found a series you like, you may find
yourself hooked and wanting to read
them all!

The Church Library is looking for a
copy of the 1995 Anniversary Church
Cookbook. It has a light blue cover. If
anyone has one or knows of one that
might be donated to the library please let
one of the board members know. This
cookbook will not be available for check
out but will be added to our church library
history bookcase. Thank you!
Check out the historical bookcase where
all the Pictorial directories, annual reports,
a binder on the Pastors that have served
Immanuel, etc., relating to Immanuel
Lutheran church are located. Because of
its historical nature, none of this material
can be checked out. It must be looked at
in the library.

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
Middle School Youth Group

Youth Group Family Valentine's Gathering

We will be getting together for Youth Group on

Youth and Parents, please plan to join us on Sunday,

Sunday the 26th from 2:00-3:10 PM. We will play

February 12th for a special Valentine's Gathering.

some fun games and have great conversations as

During this time we will have some goodies, play a

well. We hope you can join us!

couple games, make cards for Bethany Manor

High School Youth Group
We will be getting together for Youth Group on
Sunday the 26th from 3:15-4:30 PM. Bring a
friend and get ready for some fun! We hope you
can join us.
Middle School Game Night
ALL Story City and Roland Middle School Students
are invited to join us for a Game Night at the
Rec Center on Friday, February 10th from
6:30-8:30 PM. There is no cost to this event.
We will meet AT the Rec Center for some games
and then end our night at Immanuel with Root Beer
Floats. (If you are able to help donate a couple of
two liters of Root Beer or some Vanilla Ice Cream
for this event, we could definitely use it and it will
be greatly appreciated!!) We are partnering with
St. Petri for this event.

residents and a special activity for the family!
We will meet right after Worship (10:45 AM) and
finish up by 11:30 AM. Bring your family and get
ready for some fun.
Kaffe with Christ
On Saturday February 18th, from 2:00-2:30 PM
we will be meeting AT Kaffe Geita in Story City
(1463 Broad St.) for a time of devotions, delicious
coffee and delightful conversation! All High
School students are welcome to join us!
THANK YOU
In January we hosted an Inter-Generational
Night with the Seasoned Souls group of our
Church. This event saw over 50 people come!
We had such a fun time and enjoyed a good
meal. There are pictures posted on our Youth
Group facebook page. Thank You to everyone
who joined us that night!! God is Good!!

Summary of January Council Meetings
Patio Project—Getting another quote with different

Joint Council Meeting - January 12, 2017
Present: Brad Waline, Kim Sporleder, Jeff Baker, Brenda
Lykins, Zach Bauknecht , Pastor Hunt, Denny Bauman, John
Arthur, Shayla Ammerman, Shirley Frette, Dave Morris, Terry
Greenfield, Gloria Oberender, Al Hermanson, Pastor Jensen,
Lori Whipple, Chris Dahl, Erik Christian, Brad Skaar
Brenda Lykins gave opening devotions.
Denny Bauman gave the financial report.
Report of Boards
 Deacons report given by Shirley Frette
 Trustees report given by Terry Greenfield
 Youth Board report given by Chris Dahl
 Board of Education report by Brenda Lykins
Endowment committee report was given by Dave Morris.
Balance of $8700 in dividends to be distributed as approved.
Return of 8.8% this year. The congregation is encouraged to
consider the Immanuel Endowment Fund in their giving and
estate planning.
 Brad Waline and Linda Narigon approved as new
members of the endowment committee.
Council members ending their terms were thanked for their
service.
 Other business
 Transition team went to a workshop on Jan. 7th. The next
step is to select and edit a formal survey and facilitate
informal conversations.
 Annual audit went smoothly
 Next Council meeting is February 9, 2017
Reports of Boards
Trustees Meeting – January 12, 2017
Present: Pastor Jensen, John Arthur, Terry Greenfield, Erik
Christian, Treasurer Dennis Bauman; Absent: Rich Corcoran,
Marcus Seaton
Opening Prayer by John Arthur
Approved Minutes of Previous Meeting and bills
Reviewed Treasurer’s Report by Dennis Bauman.
Project Updates:
Daycare Exploration Team--Roseland Architects in Ames
is researching the requirements.
Cabinets in Work Room--Jon Mehl proposal-waiting for
complete bid.
Handrail near piano--not currently needed.
Sanctuary sound improvement project--about $50K quote
by Blaedesign--sound guys to meet the 28th of January.
Norsemen Electric to change can light in sanctuary and
check out LED.
Two possible back-up custodians.
Looking into assistant secretary as backup for vacation/sick
time/special projects/etc.
Programmable (wifi) thermostats, getting second bids on
Social Hall kitchen furnace & AC.
Looking into Black Hills energy audit.
O’Keefe Elevator fixed elevator. Backup battery not
replaced yet.

materials.
Request to open a bank account for fundraisers. Okayed.

Deacons Meeting – January 12, 2017
Present: Gloria Oberender, Al Hermanson, Pr. Kurt Jensen,
Brad Skaar, Shirley Frette
Discipleship Orientation classes on Sundays in February,
taught by Pastor Kurt and others.
Discussed time and talent survey and care groups and how to
get people plugged into ministry opportunities.
Discussed Lent ideas, including Messiah in the Passover
presentation for Palm Sunday.
Church directory pictures to be taken in fall 2017 with
LifeTouch (Sept. 27-30, Oct. 4-7)
Discussed possibility of a nursery/playroom coordinator.
Transition Team/Call Committee Training was held in
Clear Lake Sat. Jan. 7.
Reformation Rally in Ames Oct. 15, 2017; Johan & Sonja
Hinderlie do Martin & Katy Luther presentations here for
our 100th sanctuary dedication celebration in July
Board of Education Meeting - January 12, 2017
Present: Jeff Baker, Brenda Lykins, Zach Bauknecht, Kim
Sporleder, and Shayla Ammerman.
Zach opened with Prayer.
Approved meeting minutes
Treasurer’s Report
Reviewed Sunday School teacher surveys for ideas.
Discussed the end of the year program: May 7
Started planning Day Camp for 2017.
Mission Project (Rice Bowls) on Jan. 29.
Palm Sunday crosses again for April 19.
Closed in prayer.
Youth Board Meeting - January 12th, 2017
In Attendance: Beth, Chris, Gayle, Rodney and Zachary
Absent: Tammy
Zachary opened with prayer and devotion.
New members Rodney Bunn and Gayle Tate were welcomed.
Minutes from December's meeting and financial report were

reviewed and approved.
Youth Group funding and budgeting were discussed.
Chris will ask the council for $1000 this year for events and
activities, scholarships, and financial help to families.
Activities from December and upcoming in January were discussed, including:
Church Annual Meeting Lunch
Inter-Generational Night
Snow Bowl
Sunday School Mission Project
Youth Board President: Rodney
Youth Board Secretary: Tammy or Chris
Still seeking 5th Board member
Chris will attend the Council Meeting on the 12th.
Next meeting will be Tuesday, February 6th at 5:30 P.M.

New Member Sunday

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast
8:30 A.M. Sunday School
8:30 A.M. Disciple Orientation (Chapel)
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship & Ministry
Fair (Social Hall)
2:00 P.M. Middle School Youth Group
3:15 P.M. High School Youth Group

26

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast
8:30 A.M. Sunday School
8:30 A.M. Disciple Orientation (Chapel)
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Service of Holy Communion
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

19

Mon

27

20

(Cornerstone)

5:30 P.M.
Stephen
Ministers
Meeting

13

12

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast
8:30 A.M. Sunday School
8:30 A.M. Disciple Orientation (Chapel)
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)
10:45 A.M. Youth Group Family
Valentine’s Gathering (Cornserstone)
6:30 P.M. Private Baptism (Chapel)

6

Communion Sunday
8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast
8:30 A.M. Sunday School
8:30 A.M. Disciple Orientation (Chapel)
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex)
9:30 A.M. Worship
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall)

5

Sun

9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting

28

Hall)

9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting
7:00 P.M. P.E.O. (Social

21

9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting

14

9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting
5:30 P.M. Youth Board

7

Tue

Wed

6:30 P.M. Junior Choir
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper
6:45 P.M. Confirmation &
Trinity Classes
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

22

6:30 P.M. Junior Choir
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper
6:45 P.M. Confirmation &
Trinity Classes
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

15

6:30 P.M. Junior Choir
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper
6:45 P.M. Confirmation &
Trinity Classes
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

8

6:30 P.M. Junior Choir
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper
6:45 P.M. Confirmation &
Trinity Classes
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir

1

Thu

23

16

9:00 A.M. Quilt Day
6:00 P.M. Deacons Meeting
7:00 P.M. Trustees Meeting
7:00 P.M. Board of Education Meeting
8:15 P.M. Council Meeting

9

2

February 2017

immanuel lutheran church
Fri

24

(Library)

Christian
Writers Group

17

6:30-8:30 P.M.
MS Game Night
at Rec Center

10

3

Sat

8:00 A.M. Men of
Immanuel

25

2:00 P.M. HS Youth
Group Kaffe with
Christ

8:00 A.M. Men of
Immanuel

18

8:00 A.M. Men of
Immanuel

11

Sound Team Meeting

8:00 A.M. Men of
Immanuel

4
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Heroic St. Valentine
We probably think of romance when
Valentine’s Day comes. That’s fine, but
there’s more to the story than that.
St. Valentine was a Christian priest and
martyr who lived about A.D. 270. The
Roman emperor at the time was
Claudius II. Claudius had been a
successful general. He would not allow his soldiers to marry, because he wanted to make sure they
could go to battle quickly. He thought family ties would make the men reluctant to leave home.
Because Valentine promoted marriage and family life, he was jailed and later convicted of going
against the orders of the emperor. He was martyred on February 14, the day we remember him and
our loved ones.
While he was in jail, the jailer’s daughter befriended him. He wrote her a letter of appreciation and
signed it “Your Valentine.” The tradition of exchanging valentines grew out of that heartfelt gesture.
The Newsletter Newsletter, February 2005

